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PREFACE. 



This edition of the History of Boston comprises the text and 
notes of the first, with some corrections and additions to bring 
the account of the City down to the present time. The reader 
may expect to find in it some notice of the persecutions, which 
drove the first settlers of New-England from their native coun- 
try, and some brief sketches of the settlements that were made 
or attempted to be made, in various parts of the United States, 
before the arrival of Governor Winthrop and the company under 
him, which laid the foundation of Boston. There taking up our 
subject, I have endeavoured to select from the mass of records, 
which numerous hands have left to us, those facts which appear 
to have excised any great or Jasting interest among the inhabit- 
ants of this metropolis ; such especially as exhibit most strongly 
the esprit du corps which has rendered them illustrious for their 
devotion to the clause of humanity, of learning, and of civil and 
religious liberty. 

In my own mind our history divides itself into six principal 
epochs ; the first terminating with the deaths of Winthrop and 
Cotton ; the second, with the loss of the old charter and the re- 
ception of the new, in 1692 ; the third, at the arrival of Gov. 
Bernard, in 1760 ; the fourth, with the war of the Revolution, in 
1783 ; the fifth, with the adoption of the city charter ; and the 
events that have occurred since that period constituting the sixth 
and last. On each of these epochs I have bestowed a share of 
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attention, sufficient, I trust, to make the volume somewhat in- 
structive to many and somewhat entertaining to all. 

" Vouchsafe to those that have not read the story, 

That I may prompt them ; and of such as have 

I humbly pray them to admit the excuse 

Of time, of numbers, and due course of things. 

Which cannot in their huge and proper life 

Be here presented." 

It was my aim in composing this work, that it should be mi- 
nutely accurate and scrupulously correct, and I therefore almost 
invariably adopted the words of the recorder or cotemporary 
historian, and gave most of my descriptions precisely as I found 
them, whenever I could ascertain their correctness. To this cir- 
cumstance, the great variety in the style of the language which is 
employed, may in some measure be imputed: and the reader can 
easily distinguish, without more marks of quotation, whatever is 
mine. The emendations, which my friends- have proposed, are 
made either in the body of the work or in the notes to the articles 
in the index. The plan I have pursued comports best with the 
circumstances under which the present edition is published, and 
also with that I have in view, should the public patronage call for 
another in my day. In the mean time, I shall feel myself under 
obligation to all who may take interest enough in the work, to 
furnish information, which may contribute to its improvement in 
any respect. 

CALEB H. SNOW. 

Boston, JVovember, 30, 1827. 
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STREETS, LANES, PUBLICK EDIFICES, &c. 

IN THE CITY OF BOSTON, JULY, 1824. 



N. B. To find any street on the plan, search for the number annexed, in the square given, 
by the letters following the name } thus, for School-street look in square F h, and you find 
the number 123. PubUck edifices, tic. not numbered, are located within the squares referred 
to. The wards are designated by large figures, and the dotted lines show the boundaries of 
each. The ancient high-water mark is shown by the shading on the new plan. 



Allen St. N. 
Allen St. S. 
Ann St. 
Arch St. 
Ash St. 
Atkinson st. 
Bangs alley 
Bath St. 
Battery alley 
Battery-march st^ 
Beach st. 
Beacon st. 
Bedford st. 
Bedford place 
Belknap st. 
Bennet st. S. 
Bennet st. N. - 
Berry st. 
Blossom St. 
Bowdoin st - 
Bowdoln place 
Bowdoin square 
Bo^lston st 
Boylston court 
Boylston square 
Brattle St. 
Brattle sq. 
Bread st. 
Bridge st. 
Brighton st. 
Broad st. 
Bromfield lane 
Bulfinch St. 
Bulfinch place 
Bumstead place 
Butolph St. 
Butlers row 
Cambridge st. - 
Games court 
Carver st 
Castle St. 



C d 


S2 


Causeway St. 


Ce 


53 


Central st. 


le 


24 


Central court - 


Fj 


138 


Centre st. N. 


Dn 


162 


Centre 'st. 


Hj 


110 


Chamber St. 


Hb 




Oliarlestown st 


Hi 


93 


Chardon st 


Jc 


10 


Charles st. 


Hb 


95 


Charter st. 


El 


ISO 


Chauncy place 


Eb 


124 


Chesnut St. 


Ek 


142 


Clark St. 


Fk 




Columbia st. 


Cg 


73 


Common St. 


Fn 


15S 


Congress st. 


Id 


9 


Cooks court 


Hj 


111 


Copeland lane 


Of 


53 


Cornhill court 


Dg 


77 


Court St. 


Dh 




Court square 


Ef 


65 


Crab alley 


Dl 


151 


Crescent court 


Dl 




Cross St. 


Dl 




Custom bouse st 


Fg 


S3 


Custom house 


Gg 


198 


Deacon st 


Ih 


99 


Derne st 


Bf 


57 


Devonshire St. 


Be 


47 


Distill-house square 


Ih 


102 


Doane St. 


Fi 


122 


Dock square 


Eg 


78 


East St. 


Eg 




Eaton st 


Ei 




Elliot St. 


Cg 


71 


Elm St. 


Hg 




Essex st 


Cf 


66 


Exchange st. 


Ff 




Federal st. 


C m 


160 


Federal court S. 


Do 


165 


Federal court N. 



Ec 


30 


Hb 


96 


Ej 




HI 


28 


Bg 


69 


Cf 


60 


Gd 


34 


Ef 


64 


Ah 


129 


Hb 


3 


Fj 


139 


Bi 


131 


Id 


14 


Fk 


147 


Ei 


134 


G b 


91 


Fh 




Ff 




Gh 




Fh 


92 


Fh 




H h 




Ee 




H e 


27 


I h 


98 


Ih 


98 


Fe 


ISO 


Bg 


181 


Sh 


89 


Fe 


41 


Hh 




Hg 




Gl 


182 


G e 


56 


D m 


152 


Gt 


81 


El 


146 


Gg 


86 


Gj 


120 


Gj 




Gf 
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Flag alley 


Gg 


87 


lindstfl St. 


- ■ 


- Hh 


_188 


Fleet St. 


Id 


IS 


Lowell place 


- 


- Dl 




Foster St 


Hb 


18 


Lynde st 


- - 


Df 


61 


Franklin St 


Fi 


»S7 


Lynn st 


- 


lb 


2 


Franklin place - 


Gj 


121 


Margaret st 


- 


He 


187 


Franklin avenue 


- Fg 


183 


Margin st N. 


- 


Gd 


36 


Friends st. 


Ge 


36 


Margin st S. 


- 


E e 


45 


Front St. - - 


Eo 


164 


Market st 




Fg 


84 


Fruit St 


Bo 


54 


Market row 


- 


Gg 




Gpllop alley 


He 




Market place 


- 


El 




Garden st. 


Cg 


70 


Marlboro' place 




Fi 




Garden court st 


Id 


22 


Marlboro' row 




Fi 




George st. 


Bb 


130 


Medford st 




Ed 


18S 


Gibbs lane 


Ij 


184 


Marsh lane . 


- 


Gf 




Oovemour alley 


Fi 


18o 


Marshall st 




G f 


37 


Gooch st 


Ee 


44 


Mason st 




D k 


142 


Gravel st 


Cd 


60 


May st 




- Bg 


125 


Green st 


De 


63 


Merchants row 




Hg 


88 


Gridley lane 


Hj 


109 


Merrimac st. 




Ee 


32 


Grove st 


- Bg 


68 


Methodist alley 




J d 


12 


Haerlem place 


Ek 




Milkst 




Gi 


119 


Hamilton st 


li 


103 


Milton st 




Cc 


189 


Hamilton plai;e 


Ei 


203 


MUlpond St. 




Gd 


35 


Hamilton avenue 


11 




Moon st 




Id 


23 


Hancock st. 


Dg 


74 


Mount Vernon - 




Cg 




Hanover st 


He 


29 


Myrtle st. 




Bh 


126 


Hartford place 


Ij 




Newhury place 




Ek 




Harvard st. - - 


Em 


ISS 


North square 




le 


200 


Harvard place 


Fi 




North row 




He 




Hatters square 


- Hf 




Norfolk place 




Ek 




Hawkins st 


Ff 


42 


OUve St. 




Bh 


128 


Hawley st 


Fi 


136 


OUverst 




Hi 


lOB 


Hawley place 


Fi 




Otis place 


- 


Fk 




Haymarket place 


Dk 




Park st 




Di 


133 


Hayward place 


Ek 




Pearl st 




Hi 


m 


Henchman lane 


Ic 


19 


Peck lane • - 




- FI 


148 


High st 


Hk 


114 


Pinckney st. 


- ■ 


- Bg 


127 


Hollis st 


Dm 


157 


.Pine st 




Du 


163 


Hospital square 


Be 




Pitts st 


- 


E e 


43 


Howard st 


Eg 


79 


Pitts court 




Ee 




Hull st 


H c 


4 


Pleasant st. 




B m 


160 


India st 


Ih 


100 


Poplar st 


- 


Cd 


St 


.Tarvis row 


Ek 




Portland st 




Fe 


40 


Jefferson place 


E m 




Portland place 


- 


- Ff 




Kingston st 


Fk 


140 


Prince st. 


- 


-/He 


-C 


Kilby st 


Hh 


94 


Prospect St. 




Dd 


190 


Kneeland st. 


E m 


153 


Purchase st 




- Ij 


10- 


Langdon place 


le 




Quincy place 




Ij 




Leverett st 


Cc 


46 


Roe-buck passage 




Hg 




Leverett court 


- Dd 




Richmond st. 




He 


2m 


Leverett place 


Dc 


179 


Ridgeway lane 




Dg 


75 


Liberty square 


Hb 


201 


Robinson alley - 


- 


Ic 


7 


Lincoln St. 


n 1 


117 


Robbins court ■ - 




He 
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Rossel St. S. 


- eg 


Hussel St. N. 


cf 


Salem St. 


- Hd 


Salt lane 


Gf 


Salutation alley - 


- Ic 


School St. 


. Fh 


School alley 


. Hd 


Scotts court 


- Off 


Sea St. 


- HI 


Second St. 


e c 


Sheafe st. 


He 


Sheaf lane 


Dk 


Short St. 


Fk 


Sister St. 


Hj 


Snow Hill St. 


Gc 


Somerset st. 


Eg 


Somerset place - 


Eg 


Somerset court - 


Eh 


South St. 


Gl 


Southack st. 


Eg 


Spring, St. 


Cd 


Spring lane 


Gi 


Spruce St. 


Bi 


Staniford st. 


Df 


State St. 


H h 


Stillman st. 


- Ge 


Suffolk place 


. Ek 


Sudbury st. 


F f 


Summer st. 


- Fj 



72 


Sumner st. ^ 


Ch 128 


193 


59 


Sun-Court st. 


li 


25 


17 


Sweetser court - 


Ek 






Temple St. 


Dg 


76 


11 


Thacher st. 


Gd 


195 


123 


Theatre alley 


. G i 


196 




Tileston st 


Id 


8 




Tremont place - 


Fh 




115 


Union St. 


Gf 


38 


48 


Unity St. 


He 


21 


B 


Vine St. 


Be 


55 


143 


Walnut St. 


Oh 


132 


145 


Wai-ren st. 


Cm 


159 


112 


Warren place - 


. Cn 




16 


Washington St. 


Dm 


154 


124 


Washington place 


- Ij 


104 


191 


, Washington avenue - 


Ji 




lie' 


Water st. 
, Well St. 


Gh 
- Ih 


lis 

97 


67 


West St. 


- Ej. 


141 


49 


Wbitf St. 


- Ih 


101 




White bread alley 


. Id 


13 


194 


Williams st. 


- Hj 


113 


62 ■ 


Williams court - 


, . Gh 




192 


Wilsons lane 


- Gg 


85 


199 


Wiltshire st. 


Cd 


197 




Winter street 


£i 


135 


80 


Winthrop place - 


Gk 





PRINCIPAL WHARVES. 



1. Wm. Gray's wharf 

2. Winnesimet ferry way 

3. Battery wharf 

4. Union wharf 

5. Hancock's wharf 

6. Lewis's wharf 

7. Eustis's wharf 
Canal, or Mill creek 

8. Philadelphia Packet wharf 
Island wharves 
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lb 


9. 


Town dock 


Hg 


Jb 


10. 


Codman's wharf 


Ig 


Kc 


11. 


Long wharf 


Kg 


Jd 


12. 


Central wharf 


Eh 


Ke 


13. 


India wharf 


Jh 


Ke 


14. 


Liverpool wharf 


Ik 


Ig 


15. 


Russia wharf 


Ik 


Ge 


16. 


Wheeler's point 


Gn 


Hg 
Jf 


17. 


Baxter's wharf 


Fn 



NOTED BLOCKS. 



Barristers' Hall 
Colonnade Row 
Congress square 
Gorohill square 
Hinckley's Buildings 
Market square 
Merchants' HaU 
Parkman's Buildings 



Fh 

Djk 

Gh 

Gh 

Hh 

Hg 

Gh 

Hg 



Phillips's Buildings 
Province House Row 
Rogers' Buildings 
Scollay's do. 
South Row 
Suffolk Buildings 
Tudor's do. 
West Row 



Hh 
Fi 
Gh 
Eg 
Gi 
Gh 
Fh 
Ef 
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PUBLICK EDIFICES. 



State house - - D h 

laboratory C 1 

Town house, or old State house Q h 

Old Court house F h 

County Court house F h 

Municipal Court house P d 

Jail and House of Correction D d 
House of Industry South Boston 

Abus House ' C c 

Faneuil Hall H g 

Ward Room, No. 3 G d 

Eliot School, N. Bennet st. G d 

Hancock School, Hanover st. €r e 

Mayhew School, Hawkins st. F e 

Bowdoin School, Deme st- D g 

High school, Pinckney st. ' B g 

Xiatin School, School st. = F h 

Adams School, Mason st - K j 

Franklin School, Nassau st. I) ^ 

Boylston School, Fort Hill I j 



South Boston School 

Boylston Hall D 1 

Medical College - D k 

Massachusetts General Hospital B e 

Province House - F i 

Asylum for Indigent Boys H e 

Female Orphan Asylum F 1 
City Market and Gallery of fine arts G g 

Parkman's Market B f 

Columbian Museum F h 

New England Museum F g 

Atheneum H j 

Theatre - J J 

Concert Hall _ F g 

Exchange Coflee House G fa 

Green Dragon G f 

Washington Gardens E j 

Pantheon Hall D I 

Marlboro' Hotel F i 

Custom House I fa 



CHURCHES. 



Congregational. 



First, Chauncy place 


Fj 


Eighth, Hollis St. 


D m 


Second, Hanover st.- 


He 


Ninth, Lynde st. 


Df 


Third, Old South 


Fi 


Tenth, Park st. 


Ei 


Fourth, Brattle st. 


82 Gg 


Eleventh, Essex st. 


Ek 


Fifth, Clark St. 


Id 


Twelfth, N. Allen st. 


Ce 


Sixth, Summer st. 


Gk 


Thirteenth 


South Boston 


Seventh, Federal st. 


Gj 








BAPTIST. 




First, Stillman st. : 


Hd 


Third, Charles sfc 


Ah 


Second, Salem st 


Hd 


African, Belknap st. 


Cg 




E.»ISCOPALIAN. 




King's Chapel, Common st. 


Fh 


St. Paul's, Common st. 


Di 


Christ's ch. Salem St. 


H c 


St. Matthew's, South Boston 


Trinity ch. Summer st. 


Fj 








qUAKER. 




Congress st. 


Gh 






/ 


UNIVEKSALIST. 




First, North Bennet st. 


Id 


Third, Bulfinch st 


Eg 


Second, School St. 


Fi 







First, Methodist alley 



METHODIST. 
J c Second, Bromfield lane 



Ei 



ROMAN CATHOLICK. 

(Iiurch of the Holy Cross, Franklin st. F j St Augustine's OhaprI, South Boston. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The City of Boston owes its origin to a spirit of civil and 
religious liberty, which was excited to action by the persecu- 
tions that prevailed in England, during the reigns of Queen 
Elizabeth, and Kings James and Charles the First. Most of 
those who can properly be considered as first settlers arrived 
here, and in other parts of New-England, prior to, the year 
sixteen hundred and forty-three. By that time, it is compu- 
ted, the number of emigrants amounted to twenty-one thou- 
sand two hundred souls, or thereabouts.* 

Had this multitude been composed of barbarian hordes, 
who, in their wanderings for sustenance, might have chanced 
to light upon this fair theatre in its wild and savage state, we 
should have had no interest- in tracing their history. The 
wilderness they found, would have remained a wilderness 
still, and their descendants have been dancing yet to the or- 
gies of Woonand and Mahnit, or listening to the powaws of 
Hobbamoc and Kiehtan. Not so with us : the hand of re- 
finement has beautified the charms of nature ; monuments of 
art in our own habitations and in the temples of our God, a 
thousand endearments and ten thousand-privileges enjoyed, 
invite us on every side to inquire into the character of the 
men that have preceded us, and to review the steps in which 
our fathers and ourselves have been led from infancy to our 
present state. To do this is the object we have now set be- 
fore us ; and we are animated to the work by the persuasion, 



* Ifealj N. E.cb. V. states the number at 4000, and thinks the above computation very ex- 
travagant, on the ground that only 298 transports were employed. A little calculation, how- 
ever, would have shown that if each of those had brought 72 persons, the number would be 
accounted for : whereas some of them were ships of good burthen that carried about two 

2 
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that a familiar acquaintance with the story of our early times 
will tend to generate in the reader ' a love of country of the 
best complexion, and of the highest order ; a love of country 
chastened and improved by elevated sentiments and dignified 
examples;' while the recapitulation of events more recent 
may serve to gratify the pride, which springs from a con- 
sciousness of having borne a part in transactions worthy to be 
recorded. 



hundred passengers apiece. Besides, if any confidence is to be placed in the following 
estimate, which Neal cites without any doubts, the matter is almost certainly decided. 

Johnson, in his Wonder-Worliing Frovidence, published in London, 1654, has thus stated 
the costs of the expedition. Chap. 13, 14. 

The passage of the persons -- --- _.- 95,000?. 

The transportation of swine, goats, sheep, neate and horse, exclusive of 

their cost - - - . - ^ . 12,000 

Getting food for all the persons until they could get the wood to tillage - 45,000 

Nayles, glasse, and other iron worke for their meeting-houses, and other 

dw^Uing houses, beforethey could raise any other meanesin the country 

to purchase them - _.-,.- _- - -- 18,000 

Armes, pow4er} bullet, and Bt^tch, with great artijlery - - 22,000 

192,000/. 

" The whole sum amounts unto 192,0007. beside that which the adventurers laid out in 
England — neither let any man think the sum above expressed did defray the whole diarge 
of this army." 

• The charge for a pa^gge was 5 pounds fbr a person ; — nursing cihildrea not lo he reckon- 
ed ; those under four years old, three for one ; under eightyears, two for one 5 under twelve 
years, three for two*— Pi^jice, Tec. 1, 1629.— /ndg« Vtwis' Disc. 
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CHAtTER I. 

from tortuiidg racks and burning flame, 
Through seas of their own blood, they came. 

Vier. Le'ct- 

The fathers of Boston entered upon the stage 6f life while 
Elizabeth enjoyed the throne, and they learnt in the nursery, 
the tale of former persecution atid of deaths for conscience 
sake. It would have beeti happy for them, if her reign had 
afforded no occasion to recollect the relation she bore to her 
tyrannical father and niore cruel sister. She indeed discoun- 
tenanced popery, but establishied a church herself, to whose 
rites add ceremonies it was most unpardonable heresy not to 
confortti. ' My masters and ye ministers of London,' was 
the word, ' the Council's pleasure is, that ye strictly keep the 
xttiky of apparel, like this man who stands here, canonlcally 
habited, with a square cap, a scholar's gown, priest-like, 
with a tippet, and in the church a linen surplice. Ye that 
will subscribe) write Volo ; those that will not subscribe, write 
J^olo ; be brief ; make no words.' The consequence of a 
refusal was immediate suspension, with threats of deprivation 
in case of not conforming within three months. Many were 
accordingly suspended and deprived, and rules were enacted 
which forbid printers and booksellers to publish any appeal 
the sufferers might desire to make. 

The weight of this harsh treatment fell in the first instance 
apon ministers. Great numbers of the laity, however, sym- 
pathized with them 5 they abhorred the habits, and would not 
frequent the churches where they were used. Several of the 
deprived ministers, therefore, and their friends, associated 
And resolved to breaik off from the public churches, and to 
assemble for worship in private houses, or elsewhere as they 
bad opportunity ; this step was the era or date of the Separa- 
tion^ 1566. Such a procedure could not fail to heighten the 
displeasure of the Queen and her bishops. The commission- 
ers were enjoined to be still more severe ; and thereupon 
twenty-four men and seven women were seized and cast into 
prison, for attending a sermon and communion service in a 
private hall, and having the boldness to defend their conduct 
before the bishop of London and other magistrates. But 
neither their arguments nor their sufferings had any influence 
to effect the deliverance of the puritans. As we approach 
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nearer lo the period of our particular history, we find them 
exposed to impositions less and less tolerable ; and as a nat- 
ural result of persecution, more and more convinced, both of 
the correctness of their own principles, and of the errors of 
their persecutors. Most of, their objections had hitherto been 
made to the ceremonies of the church : to these they came 
by degrees to add doubts concerning her doctrines. This 
widened the extent of their criminality, and the more certain- 
ly to convict them, they were compelled to answer upon oath 
against themselves. 

In the midst of so much wrong, it is gratifying to discover 
that there was a spirit in the parliament which convened in 
1571, to attempt something in favour of the puritans. An act 
was passed with that view, but no material benefit ever accru- 
ed from it. The commissioners went on rigorously executing 
the old laws against all opponents of the established church. 
Among others, two anabaptists suffered under the act for burn- 
ing of hereticks, in Smithfield» July 1575. The narrowness 
of the terms of conformity reduced the number of able 
preachers : most of the incumbents were disguised papists, or 
such conformists as were incapable of performing the ministe- 
rial duties. A fourth part at least of all the preachers in 
England were under suspension, and so many parishes were 
vacated that persons who wished to hear a sermon must go 
five, seven, twelve, and even twenty miles, and that too under 
the penalty of a fine for being absent from their parish church, 
where no service was performed. More effectually to distress 
both people and ministers, the former were forbidden to em- 
ploy any of the latter as instructers of their children. 

The people of London and Cornwall petitioned parliament 
for relief : the whole country exclaimed against the bishops 
for their high proceedings, but all to little purpose. Some 
slight appearances of milder measures were now and then to 
be seen, but the next day would dissipate all hope, and the 
dissenters would be called to witness the public execution of 
their friends on the gallows. The Queen continued resolutely 
bent on perfect obedience to her requirements, and in 1683 
established a court of high commission, with powers to inquire 
into misdemeanors by every way and means they could de- 
vise, and to punish by fine or imprisonment according to their 
discretion. The proceedings of this tribunal were as merci- 
less as its powers were boundless : and when the Commons 
inclined to remedy some of the evils that arose from this and 
other measures of the Queen, they found out the iniquity of 
the act of supremacy, which vested the whole power of re- 
forming the policy of the church in the single person of her 
Majesty, who would permit no infringement on her preroga- 
tive from any quarter whatsoever. 



HISTOKT OF BOSTON. 13 

Under these circumstances the puritans could expect no 
amelioration of their condition during her reign : they there- 
fore looked forward with anxious hopes, to the probable ac- 
cession of King James, who, having been bred a puritan, 
they anticipated would redress their wrongs. Elizabeth died 
on the 24th of March, 1603, and James came to the throne 
only to disappoint these hopes. He had hardly been king a 
year before a proclamation was issued, in which he ordered 
the puritan ministers either to conform by a given day, or 
dispose of themselves and families some other way. He was 
determined to be rid of them, and to sanction his own will, 
procured the opinion of several judges, that it was lawful to 
deprive such ministers as would not conform, that it was not 
necessary to furnish one accused, with a copy of his charge, 
and that it was treaso;iable to frame petitions and collect nu- 
merous signatures to the same, as the puritans had done. Af- 
ter these determinations, the Archbishop, Bancroft, resumed 
fresh courage and pursued the nonconformists without the 
least compassion. The most trifling, causes furnished ground 
for the prosecution of the laity, and three hundred of the 
clergy were either silenced, or deprived, or excommunicated, 
or cast into prison, or forced to leave their country, by the 
end of the year 1604. 

A considerable number of religious people had left Eng- 
land, in the time of Mary's persecutions, and some of them 
returned on Elizabeth's accession. We have, detailed suffi- 
ciently the reception they met, and we behold them now 
reduced to the alternatives of stifling their consciences or 
quitting their homes. Among those who preferred the latter, 
we perceive a company, to whose unwavering attachment to 
pure and undefiled religion we are indebted for the setdement 
of our country. In the spring of 1 608, the persecution grow- 
ing still hotter, the Rev. John Robinson with a church under 
his care removed into Holland and settled at Leyden.* They 
had not long been there, before they found themselves en- 
countered with many inconveniences : they felt that they 
were neither for health, nor purse, nor language, well accom- 
modated, but the concern which they most of all had, was for 
their posterity. They could not, with ten years' endeavours, 
bring their neighbours to any suitable observance of the 
Lord's day, without which they knew that all practical relig- 
ion must wither miserably : their children left them, some be- 
coming soldiers, and others sailors; in a few years more their 



* Their first attempt to escape was made at Boston, in Lincolnsliire, where they were seiz- 
ed and searched, rifled of their money, books, kc. and then committed to prison. After a 
month's confinement the greatest part were dismissed, but seven of the principal men were 
detained and bound over to the assizes.— Hutch, ii. app. No. 1. 
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descendants would be Dutch, and their church extinct. These 
and other reasons they considered deeply, and after much de- 
liberation took up the resolution, under the conduct of Heav- 
en, to remove into America.* 



CHAPTER n. 

The world was all befoK them, where to choose 
Their place of rest, and Providence their guide. 

MiUm. 

At the time when that resolution was taken, very little was 
known of the state of this part of America. Columbus, who 
was a Genoese, had discovered the West Indies in 1492, un- 
der Spanish patronage. In the spring of 1497. John Cabot, 
a Venetian, obtained a commission from Henry VII. under 
which he made a voyage from England, and discovered the 
continent of North America, in the latitude of forty-five de- 
grees. He proceeded first northerly to the sixty-seventh de- 
gree, and then returning coasted to the south as far as Florida. 
The southern continent was found by Columbus in 1498. 
The first Voyage from France to America was made in 1524, by 
Verrazano, a Florentine. By these voyages and discover- 
ies, the princes of the several states, which authorized them, 
fancied themselves to have acquired the rights of territory 
and jurisdiction. The Spanish and French made various 
settlements in the course of a century. On the part of the 
English little or nothing seems to have been done, until Sir 
Walter Raleigh attempted the colonization of Virginia, be- 
tween 1584 and 1607, when Jamestown was established. An 
effort was mad6 to plant a colony near the mouth of the river 
Kennebeck, under the auspices of some very able persons, 
about the year 1607, but the sevprity of the winter and the 
loss of their storehouse by fire disheartened them, and the 
men took advantage^f the first shipping to return to England, 
the next year. A settlement was commenced at Newfound- 
land in 1610, and in 1614 some Dutch adventurers built a 
fort at Albany, and laid the foundation of that city, and of 
New-York. 

Massachusetts Bay, the bottom of which forms the harbour 
of Boston, had not been much explored previous to that time. 
Twelve years before, Bartholomew Gosnold, the first English- 
man who came in a direct course to this part of America, 

* Magiialla. 
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sailed from Falmouth in March, and made some part of the 
eastern coast on the 14th of May. Before this, the usual 
route had been by the Canaries and the West Indies. He 
did not enter the bay, but steered directly from Cape Ann to 
the opposite headland, to which he gave the name of Cape 
Cod, from the multitude of that sort of fish, which abounded 
there. 

In the year 1614, the celebrated traveller and navigator^ 
Capt. John Smith, sailed from England with two ships under 
his command. He explored the coast from Manbegan, an 
island near Penobscot river, to Cape Cod. This trip he made 
in a boat with eight men, for the purpose of bartering with 
the natives, and making such discoveries as might be of fu- 
ture advantage to his employers, and his country. 

Speaking of these parts, he says, I have seen at least forty 
several habitations upon the sea coast, and sounded about 
five-and-twenty excellent good harbours. Of all the four 
parts of the world, I have yet seen uninhabited, could I have 
but means to transplant a colony, I would rather live here 
than amy where j and if it did not maintain itself, were we 
but once indifferently well fitted, let us starve. Here are 
many isles planted with corn, groves, mulberries, savage 
gardens and good harbours.. The sea coasts, as you pass 
them, show you all along large cornfields and great troops of 
well proportaonedi people. — Massachusetts, in particular, he 
calls the paradise of these parts, notices its high mountain, 
and its river which doth pierce many days' journey into the 
entrails of that country. But (adds be) the French having^^ 
remained here near six weeks left nothing for us to examine. 
On his return to. Englandi, he formed a map from his rough 
draught and observations, which he presented to Prince 
Charles-;, who was so well pleased with his description of 
this, new discovered region,, that he gave it the name of New- 
England.. In this map, Smith gave names to the most re- 
markable places on the coast, none of which are retained; — 
among obhershe ga've the name of Boston to Agamenticus. 

This voyage was completed within the period of six months, 
and produced a clear profit of fifteen hundred pounds to the 
principals. Doubtless: the spirit of commercial enterprise was 
more powerfully excited by this substantial result, than by 
the high colourediand wonderful description which the Cap- 
tain gave of the country. 

When Smithi embacked" for London, he left his largest ship' 
under' the command, of Thomas Hunt, to load her with fish 
for Spain. Hunt, when he was ready to sail, enticed into the 
shipi troenty-seven Indians from Patuxet and Nauset (^ince 
Plymouth, and Eastham) under pretence of trading with them. 
Ibimediately he seized upon the poor innocent creatures and 
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Stowing them under his hatches, carried them off to Malaga, 
where he sold a number of them for twenty pounds a man. 
This atrocious act enraged the Indians, but was eventually of 
some service to the settlers, as we shall have occasion to men- 
tion. 

During a number of years after this, the coast was annually 
visited by vessels, mostly fitted out by merchants, for taking 
fish, and trading with the Indians for furs. Of these voyages 
we have little information. No attempt was made to estab- 
lish a plantation within the bay till 1620, when a permanent 
settlement was made at Plymouth. 

The company which we left in Leyden, at the close of our 
last chapter, furnished the interesting band that made this 
settlement. With mutual embraces and many tears, they 
took leave of their pastor and sailed for Southampton, in Eng- 
land, where they were to meet another vessel prepared for 
the same expedition. On Wednesday the 6th of September, 
1620, they loosed from Plymouth, and after many difficulties, 
in boisterous storms, upon the ninth of November, by break 
of day, they espied land, which proved to be Cape Cod. It 
was not their intention to have come so far to the northward. 
They therefore made some attempts to proceed towards the 
Hudson, but the wind proving contrary, were compelled to 
stop. Being thus thrown upon a coast where their patent 
gave them no right or power, and some strangers, who had 
joined them from London, disputing the authority of the Gov- 
ernour and assistants, they did, as the light of nature itself 
directed them, forthwith form themselves into a body politic, 
by a solemn contract to \<'hich they subscribed their names. 

This first of American constitutions was in the following 
form : — " In the name of God, Amen. We whose names are 
underwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread sovereign lord 
king James, by the grace of God, of G. B. France and Ire- 
land king, defender of -the faith, &;c. having undertaken for 
the glory of God and the advancement of the christian faith, 
and honour of our king and country, a voyage to plant the 
first coldny in the northern parts of Virginia, do by these 
presents solemnly and mutually in the presence of God and 
one of another, covenant and combine ourselves together in a 
civil body politick, for our better ordering and preservation, 
and furtherance of the end aforesaid — and by virtue hereof, 
to enact, constitute, and frame such just and equal laws, or- 
dinances, acts, constitutions and ofiices, from time to time as 
shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general 
good of the colony. In witness whereof, we have hereunder 
subscribed our names. Cape Cod, eleventh of November, 
in the year of the reign of our sovereign lord K. James of 
England, France and Ireland, the eighteenth and of Scotland 
the fifty-fourth, A.D. 1620." 
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Having adopted this measure, they proceeded to the choice 
of Mr. John Carver for their Governour, and on the same day 
sent ashore fifteen or sixteen men well armed, to look for a 
convenient spot for their intended residence. Their first and 
second search was unsatisfactory ; and it was not till the 
'16th of December, that the ship arrived and anchored in the 
harbour of Patuxet, where the pilgrims at length took up their 
abode, and named the place New-Plymouth.* 



CHAPTER III. 

" Welcome, welcome, Eoglislimen !'^ 

Samoset. 

The winter, which lay before ihese pilgrims, though not se- 
verely cold, proved a doleful one, on account of the sickness 
and deaths among their number ; but the spring favourably 
advanced more early than usual. They had seen only very 
few of the natives, and met with no one near enough to holij 
any communication, until, on the 16th of March 1621, they 
were suddenly alarmed by the appearance of an Indian, who 
presented himself fearlessly, and in broken English, gave 
them a friendly salutation. His name was Samoset ; a saga- 
more, or lord of Morktiggon he. ' He had a bow and two ar- 
rows : he was a tall straight man : the hair of his head was 
black, long behind, onlj' short before, none on his face at all. 
He asked some beer, but we gave him strong water, and bis- 
cuit, and butter, and cheese, and pudding, and a piece of mal- 
lard, (roast duck,) all which he hked very well.' Their visitor 
gave the party much useful information, and they sent him, the 
next day, on a message to their Indian neighbours. Through 
him they had frequent intercourse with small parties of the sav- 
ages, and at last he brought and introduced to them Squanto, 
Squantum or Tisquantum,the only surviving native of the place 
they had taken possession of. Squanto was one of the twen- 
ty, that Hunt had carried to Spain, and had found his way in- 
to England, where he received kindness, which he was now 
disposed to requite. Our new comers found him Very faith- 
ful to them, on most occasions, as long as he lived, serving 
them in their expeditions as a guide, mediator and interpreter. 

Before the expiration of a year from the time of their land- 
ing, the people at Plymouth had, by kind dealing and prudent 

^ f^imhm^s Journal in Mass. Hist. Coll. 2. ix. 40. 
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management, induced nine of the Indian sachems to sign a 
treaty with them, and acknowledge submission to king James. 
This gave them sufficient confidence in the peaceable disposi- 
tion of the natives, to justify their undertaking to explore the 
country, farther than had before been done. One of the first 
excursions for this purpose was a voyage to the Massachusetts,* 
in which they discovered the harbour of Boston. The fol- 
lowing relation gives us the fullest account of that voyage, 
and being written by one of the party, deserves a place in 
his own words, as a specimen of the minuteness with which 
they recorded all occurrences.f 

' It seemed good to the company in general, that though 
the Massachusetts had often threatened us, (as we were in- 
formed) yet we should go amongst them, partly to see the 
country, partly to make peace with them, and partly to pro- 
cure their truck. For these ends the governours chose ten 
men, fit for the purpose, and sent Tisquantum, and two other 
savages, to bring us to speech with the people, and interpret 
for us. 

' [On th« 18th September 1621, being Tuesday] we set out 
about midnight, the tide then serving for us ; we, supposing it 
to be nearer than it is, thought to be there the next morning 
betimes : but it proved well near twenty leagues from New- 
Plymouth. We came into the bottom of the bay, but being 
late we anchored and lay in the shallop, not having seen 
any of the people. The next morning we put in for the shore. 
There we found many lobsters, that had been gathered togeth- 
er by the savages, which we made r^ady under a cliflf.J 
The captain sent two sentinels behind the cliff, to the land- 
ward, to secure the shallop, and taking a guide with bim, and 
four of our company went to seek the inhabitants, where they 
met a woman coming for her lobsters ; they told her of them 
and contented her for them. She told them where the people 
were : Tisquantum went to them : the rest returned, having 
direction which way to bring the shallop to them. 

' The sachem, or governour of this place, is called Obba- 
tinewat, and though he live in the bottom of the Massachuset 
Bay, yet he is under Massasoyt. He used us very kindly ; 
he told us he durst not remain in any settled place, for fear of 
the Tarentines. Also the squaw sachem or Massachusets 
queen was an enemy to him. We told him of divers sachems 
that had acknowledged themselves to be king James his men, 
and if he also would submit himself, we would be his safe- 
guard from his enemies ; which he did, and went along with us 
to bring us to the squaw sachem. 

* Ori^nally the name of the Indian nation lnhabitin|^ Boston and its vicinity. 
i Mass. Hist. Coll St. ix. 57. j: Supposed to bave been Copp's hill. 
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' Again we crossed the bay, which is very large and hath 
at least fifty islands in it, but the certain number is not known 
to the inhabitants. Night it was before we came to that side 

of the bay where this people were, that night also we 

rid at anchor aboard the shallop. On the morrow we went 
ashore all but two men, and marched in arms up the country. 
Having gone three miles, we came to a place where corn had 
been newly gathered, a house pulled down, and the people 
gone. A mile from hence, Nanepashemet their king in his 
life time had lived. His house was not like others, but a scaf- 
fold was largely built, with poles and planks some six foot 
from ground, and the house upon that, being situated on the 
top of a hill. 

' Not far from hence, in a bottom, we came to a fort built 
by their deceased king, the manner thus : there were poles 
some thirty or forty foot long, stuck in the ground as thick as 
they could be set one by another, and with these they enclo- 
sed a ring some forty or fifty foot over. A trench breast high 
was digged on each side : one way there was to go into it with 
a bridge. In the midst of this palisado stood the frame of an 
house, wherein being dead he lay buried. 

' About a mile from hence we came to such another, but 
seated on the top of an hill ; here Nanepashemet was killed, 
none dwelling in it since the time of his death. At this place 
we staid, and sent two savages to look the inhabitants, and to 
inform them of our ends in coming, that they might not be 
fearful of us. Within a mile of this place they found the wo- 
men of the place together, with their corn on heaps, whither 
we supposed them to be fled for fear of us, and the more, be- 
cause in divers places they had newly pulled down their hou- 
ses, and for haste in one place had left some of their corn, 
covered with a mat, and nobody with it. 

' With much fear they entertained us at first, but seeing our 
gentle carriage towards them, they took heart and entertained 
us in the best manner they could, boiling cod and such other 
things as they had for us. At length with much sending for, 
came one of their men, shaking and trembling for fear. But 
when he saw that we intended them no hui:t, but came to trucks 
he promised us with his skins also. Of him we inquired for 
their, queen ; but it seemed she was far from thence, at least 
we could not see her. Here Tisquantum would have had us 
rifled the savage women, and taken their skins, and all such 
things as might be serviceable for us : for, (said he) they are 
a bad people, and have oft threatened you : but our answer 
was, were they never so bad, we would not wrong them, or 
give them any just occasion against us ; for their words, we 
little weighed them, but if they once attempted any thing 
against us, then we would deal far worse than he desired. 
Having well spent the day, w§ returned to the shallop, almost 
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all the women accompanying us to the sihore. We promised 
them to come again to them, and they us, to keep their skins. 

' Within this bay, the savages say there are two rivers ; 
the one whereof we saw, having a fair entrance, but we bad 
no time to discover it. Better harbours for shipping cannot 
be than here are. At the entrance of the bay are many 
rocks ; and in all likelihood good fishing ground. Many, yea-, 
most of the islands have been inhabited, some being cleared 
from end to end, but the people are all dead or removed. Out 
victual growing scarce, the wind coming, fair, and having a 
light moon, we set out at evening, and through the goodness 
of God, came safely home before noon the day following,' 
with a considerable quantity of beaver and a good report of 
the place, wishing we had been sealed there. 

In the spring of 1622, another voyage was made from Plym- 
buth to the Massachusetts, but from ihe accounts we have of 
it, we gain no particular description of the places visited. The 
fisheries in these parts soon increased greatly, thirty to sixty 
Vessels sometimes coming in the course ^of a season. 

In May, 1622, Mr. Thomas Weston, who was one of the 
adventurers at first engaged in the foundation of Plymouth 
colony, but afterwards deserted it, sent over two ships with 50 
or 60 men, at his own charge, to settle a plantation for him. 
They resorted to the place afterwards called Weymouth, but 
the dissolute conduct of the people soon reduced them to pov- 
erty and distress, and the company was broken up, the follow- 
ing year. Another attempt by Captain Gorges to settle a 
plantation at the same place also failed. Early in 1624, Mr. 
David Thompson, Gent, a Scotchman who the year before 
had begun a plantation about Pascataqua (near Portsmouth 
N. H.) on account of a mercantile concern, either disliking 
his place or his employers, removed down into the Massachu- 
setts Bay. There he possessed himself of a fruitful island 
(now Thompson's island, belonging to Dorchester,) and a very 
desirable neck of land, which were afterwards confirmed to 
him by the General Court. Not long after this, several of 
the Plymouth people, among whom was Mr. Roger Conant, 
removed and settled themselves at Nantasket, (Hull) at the en- 
trance of the Massachusetts bay, where a building had before 
been set up, to accommodate those that traded with the na- 
tives. 

The only remaining party, which it seems necessary to 
mention, is that which was brought in 1625, by Captain Wol- 
aston, and left at a place not far from Weston's, in what is 
now called Braintree, but was for some years considered a 
part of Boston. He located them in the northerly mountain- 
ous part of the place, which he named Mount Wo laston. 
This enterprise was a speculation of his and three or four 
partners, who brought with them a number <rf servants, with 
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suitable provisions, and other requisites to raise a plantation : 
and they might have effected their purpose well enough, had 
it not been for one Thornas Morton, a master of misrule, that 
some time had been a pettifogger of Furnival's Inn, (a law- 
school in Holborn, London,) and possibly might have brought 
some small adventure of his own or other men's, with the 
rest. The Captain and his chief partner, having gone with 
part of the company, to Virginia, Morton in their absence 
made the remainder merry one night, and persuaded them to 
turn out the lieutenant, who had been left in command. This 
counsel was easy to be taken, as suiting well the genius of the 
young men, and so, with Morton at their head, they spent 
their time in eating, drinking and dancing right merrily about 
a may-pole : and as if they had found a mine or spring of 
plenty, they changed the name of the place to Merry-Mount.* 
This school of profaneness was broken up, soon after a regu- 
lar government became established in Massachusetts. 

ijaving thus glanced at most, if not all of the prior settle- 
ments and attempts to settle in these parts, we are now pre- 
pared to speak of the origin and proceedings of the compa- 
ny of the Massachusetts Bay. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Heligion stands on tiptoe ^n our land, 
Beady to pass to the 'Merican strand. 

Herbert in Goohin. 

The death of King James took place on the twenty-seventh- 
day of March, 1625, and he was succeeded in the throne, by 
his son Charles the First, who committed the government of 
the church to men of arbitrary principles, passionately fond 
of the established rites and ceremonies, and disposed to press 
the observance of them with rigid exactness. Neither learn- 
ing, nor piety, nor diligence and-success in his profession, nor 
any other qualification could save a man from ruin, that scru- 
pled conformity to the injunctions of the bishops. The king 
had put the reins into their hands, and they drove on so furi- 
ously, that the whole nation groaned under their tyranny, till, 
at last, the very name of bishop grew odious to the people : 
and when they could get rid of their tyranny no other way, 
they were forced to draw their swords in defence of their lib- 
erties, whepeby the kingdom was involved in a civil war.t 
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This being the melancholy state of affairs, the Rev. John 
White, minister of Dorchester, England, encouraged by the 
success of the Plymouth colony, projected a new settlement 
in the Massachusetts bay. He had prevailed with Roger 
Conant, a most religious, prudent, worthy gentleman, to make 
a beginning as early as the year 1625. He removed from 
Nantasket, first to Cape Ann, and thence in the course of the 
fall of 1626, to Naumkeag, Salem. Mr. Conant's companions 
were soon disheartened, and mostly quitted the place ; but he 
was urged by Mr. White to remain, with assurances, that if 
he and three honest men more would yet stay upon the spot, 
he would procure a patent for them, and send them over 
friends, goods and provisions. ' Well,' says the Magnalia, 
' it was not long before the Council of Plymouth, in England, 
had by a deed bearing date March 19th, 1627-8, sold unto 
some six knights and gentlemen about Dorchester, that part 
of New-England, which lies between a great river called 
Merrimack and a certain other river there called Charles. 
But shortly after this, Mr. White brought the said honourable 
persons into an acquaintance with several other persons of 
quality, about London ; who associated with them, and joint- 
ly petitioned the king to confirm their right by a new patent, 
which he did on the 4th of March, in the fourth year of his 
reign.' This patent, or charter, constituted the associates and 
all others who should be admitted free of the association, one 
corporate body politick, by the name of the Governour and 
company of the Massachusetts bay in New-England, whose 
jurisdiction was to extend in breadth, from three miles north 
of any and every part of the Merrimack, to three miles 
south of any and every part of the Charles river, including 
all lands within the space of three miles to the southward of 
the southernmost part of the Massachusetts bay, and to reach 
in length from the Atlantic ocean to the South sea. Their 
general business was to be disposed and ordered by a court 
composed of a Governour, Deputy Governour, and eighteen 
Assistants.* 



* See the charter at len^h in Hutch. Coll. of papers, p. 1. 
The foHowiDg were the patentees, who are named in the order in which they are namber- 
ed. Those markedt were the six original associates : 

20. Thomas Adams 19. Thomas Goffe S. Sir Richard Saltonstalt 
9. Samuel Aldersey 12. George Harwooil 4. Sir Thomas Sonthcotf 

15. Richard Bellingham 6. John Humphrey t 17. Samuel Vassall 

21. John Brown 23. Thomas Hutcbins 24. William Vassall 

22. Samuel Brown 8. Isaac Johnson 10. John Ven 

11. Matthew CraddocU 13. Increase Nowell 7. Simon Whetcomb t 

18. Theophilus Eaton 14. Richard Perry 16. Nathaniel Wright 

G. John Eudicottf 25. William Pincbeon 2. Sir John Toun^ \ 
2<3. George Foxcroli 1. Sir Henry RoseweJI f 
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Soon after the first purchase abovementioned, and previous 
to the procuring of this charter, Mr. John Endicott, who was 
one of the company, Was sent over with a few men (in June, 
1628) and uniting his own men with those formerly in the 
country, they maae up in all not much above fifty or sixty 
persons. Another supply was sent ovey in the spring of 1629, 
which consisted of three hundred and eighty-six men, women, 
maids and children. They arrived in June. The Rev. 
Francis Higginson was a principal member of this last com- 
pany. They found but six houses built, besides that of Mr. 
Endicott, at which Mr. Higginson was kindly entertained.* 

About a hundred of this party, under the conduct of Mr. 
Thomas Graves, soon removed to Charlestown, where a small 
settlement was already made. By Mr. Endicott's permission, 
three brothers, of the name of Ralph, Richard, and William 
Sprague, had started from Salem, in the preceding summer, 
with three or four more, to explore the coiinti-y westward ; 
and after travelling above twelve miles through the woods, 
they light on a neck of land, called by the Indians, Mishaw- 
um. Their old sachem being dead, his eldest son John Saga- 
more was chief in power. He is described as a man of gen- 
lie and good disposition, and freely consented to their settling 
there. Probably he was the thore readily induced to this, by 
tlie good conduct, and the advantages he derived from the 
skill of Thomas Walford, a blacksmith, who had previously 
taken up his residence, and built himself a house, which he 
had thatched and palisadoed, at the south end of the west 
hill, not far from the river. Both the town and river receiv- 
ed their name in honour of the king. 

The success, which now attended the plantation, encour- 
aged the company to persevere : and several of the principal 
members entered into an agreementt to remove with them- 
selves and families, provided the whole government, together 
with the patent, might first be legally transferred and estab- 
lished, to remain with them and others who should be inhabi- 
tants therein. The proposal of this measure occasioned con- 
siderable debate ; and it was finally adopted, both for the sake 
of avoiding the inconveniences attending the administration 
of the government, at such a distance, and also for the sake 
of inducing gentlemen of wealth and quality to embark in the 
expedition, with their property and families. This was an 
act of great political importance. Neither the advocates, nor 
the opposers of it, could have truly estimated its magnitude, 

* In 1628, the Plymouth people, having obtained a patent for Eennebeck, where they hud 
traded for two years in conjunction with David Thompson, erected a house up the river iU-a 
convenient place for business. — Prince. 

t Hutch. Coll. p. 2.5. 
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or have foreseen the great events, which it ultimately produ- 
ced. 

This alteration in the management of the company affairs, 
was made in August 1629, and on the 20th of October follow- 
ing, a special court was held for the purpose of electing a new 
Governour, deputy and assistants, who should be willing to re- 
move. Mr. John Winthrop was chosen for the Governour, 
and Mr. Humphrey for the deputy, to hold their places for a 
year ; but Mr. Humphrey, not being likely to be ready to 
sail, when the rest expected to be, Mr. Thomas Dudley was 
afterwards chosea in his stead. 

Preparations then began to be made with vigour, for the em- 
barkation of a great colony. The Company appointed tea 
persons,* as undertakers, who after much intreaty, accepted the 
charge of the managenxent of the stock, and were ordered to 
provide a suflScient number of vessels, for the transportation 
of passengers and goods. Accordingly, by the end of Feb- 
ruary, 1630, a fleet of fourteen sail was furnished with men, 
women, children, all necessaries, men of handicrafts, and oth- 
ers of good condition, wealth and quality, to make a firoa 
Plantation.! 

In this fleet were congregated our fathers, with their wives 
and their little ones, about to quit forever their native country, 
kindred, friends and acquaintance. Let us pause a moment, 
and mingle our sympathy with their sorrows, ' as hand in 
hand we see them lead each other to the sandy banks of the 
brinish ocean.' 

' They were about to leave the land of their fathers' sepul- 
chres, perhaps forever ; to break asunder those cords of affec- 
tion, which so powerfully bind a good man to his native soil ; 
and to dissolve thiose tender associations which constitute the 
bliss of civil society. In ordinary cases, the pain of separa- 
tion is lessened by the promises of hope — the pleasure of an- 
other interview ; but here adieu, to most of them at least, was 
to be the last, like the final farewell to a departing spirit.' 



* of whom five were to remain in England, and five to go with the colony. Messrs. 
Winthrop, Dudley, Johnson, Saltonstall and John Revel were the five that came over. — Eliot. 
Biog. Diet. Johnson. t Prince. 
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CHAPTER V. 

" Westward the star of empire rolls its way.'' 

The fleet above mentioned all sailed before the end of 
May, and reached America in safety. The first vessel that 
arrived was the Mary-John, which brought over the Rev. 
Messrs. John Warham and John Maverick, with many godly 
families and people, under their care, from Devonshire, Dor- 
setshire, and Somersetshire, together with Messrs. Edward 
Rossiter and Roger Ludlow, two of the assistants, and Roger 
Clap, who was afterwards captain of the castle in Bosten 
harbour. They had some difficulty on the passage, with the 
master of the vessel,-Capt. Squibb, who, like a merciless man, 
put.them and their goods ashore on Nantasket point, notwith- 
standing his engagement was to bring them up Charles river. 
They succeeded, however, in obtaining a boat from some of 
the old planters; and (having laden her with goods, and 
manned her with some able men well armed, (not more than 
ten, under Captain Southcot, a brave low country soldier) 
they went up towards Charlestown. There they found some 
wigwams, a few English people, and one English house. 
They continued their course up the river till it became nar- 
row and shallow, which is at Watertown, where they landed 
their goods with much labour on a steep bank. At evening 
they were much alarmed with information, that there was a 
body of three hundred savages encamped near by them. 
Fortunately they had been accompanied from Charlestown 
by an old planter, who knew enough of the Indian tongue 
and Indian disposition, to succeed in persuading them not to 
molest the party during the night. In the morning, some of 
the savages made their appearance, but stood awhile at a dis- 
tance : at last one of them held out a bass, and the English 
sent a man with a biscuit, to exchange for it ; ,and thus i com- 
menced a friendly intercourse. A shelter for their goods was 
erected at the place, but they did not long remain there, for 
their companions discovered a neck of land* fit to keep cattle 
upon, adjoining Mattapan, (Dorchester,) and these were or- 
dered to join them. 

This all took place before the fourteenth of June, on which 
day the admiral of the New England fleet arrived in Salem 

* This netk of land included what is no* called South Boston; 
4 
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harbour. In the vessel which bore that distinction, Gov. 
Winthrop and Mr. Isaac Johnson came passengers, and the 
Governour has left us, in his journal, a circumstantial account 
of the voyage, from which we select the following particulars. 
On Monday, March 29, 1630, they were riding at the 
Cowes, near the Isle of Wight, in the Arabella (for so they 
called the Eagle, in honour of the Lady Arabella, wife of Mr. 
Johnson) a ship of three hundred and fifty tons, Capt. Peter^ 
Milbourne, manned with fifty-two seamen, and carrying 
twenty-eight guns. The Ambrose, Jewel, and Talbot were 
riding by their side. . On that day it was agreed, that, foras- 
much as it was uncertain when the rest of the -fleet would be 
ready, these four ships should consort together, the Arabella 
to be admiral, Talbot vice admiral, Ambrose rear admiral^ 
and the Jewel a captain. 

*By head winds and other causes they were detained a 
week, during which they improved one day as a fast. On 
the 8th of April, about six in the moramg^ the wind being E. 
and by N. and fair weather, we weighed anchor and set sail. 
By daylight on the 9th we were come to Portland, but the 
other ships not being able to hold up with us, we were forced 
to spare our mainsail, and went on with a merry gale. In the 
morning we descried, from the top, eight sail astern of us^ 
and supposing they might be Dunkirkers,* our captain caus- 
ed the gun room and gun deck to be cleared, all the ham- 
mocks taken down, our ordnance loaded, powder chests and 
fire works made ready, and our landsmen were quartered 
among the seamen, twenty-five appointed musketeers, and 
every man assigned to his post. The wind continued N. with 
fair weather, and after noon it calmed, and we still saw those 
eight ships to stand towards us. Having more wind than we, 
they came up again, so that our captain and the masters of 
our consorts were more occasioned to think they might be 
Dunkirkers ! for we were told at Yarmouth there were ten 
sail of them waiting for us ! Whereupon we all prepared to 
fight with them ; took down some cabins which were in the 
way of our guns, threw out of every ship such bed matters as 
were subject to fire, hove out our long boat, and put up our 
waste cloths, and drew forth our men, and armed them with 
muskets and other weapons, and instruments for fireworks ; 
and for an experiment, our captain shot a ball of wildfire, fas- 
tened to an arrow, out of a cross-bow, which burnt in the 
water a good time. The Lady Arabella, and the other 



» Dnnkirk was then a part of the Spanish Netherlands, and war existed between Great 
Britain and Spain. 
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women and children, were removed into the lower deck, that 
they might be out of danger. 

All things being thus fitted, we went to prayer. It was 
much to see how cheerful and comfortable all the company 
appeared ; not a woman or child that showed fear, thoragh 
all did apprehend the danger to be great ; for there had been 
eight agamst four, and the least of the enemy's ships was re- 
puted to carry thirty brass pieces : but our trust was in the 
Lord of hosts : and the courage of our captain, and his care 
and diligence, did much encourage us. 

It was now about one of the clock, and the fleet seenaed to 
be within a league of us ; therefore the captain, because he 
would show he was not afraid of them, and that he might see 
the issue before night, tacked about and stood to meet them, 
and when we came within hail, we perceived them to be our 
friends : and so, God be praised, our fear and danger was 
turned into mirth and friendly entertainment. 

The weather during the remainder of the voyage was va- 
riable, sometimes mild, and sometimes boisterous. The pas- 
sengers, as may well be supposed, suffered from sea-sickness, 
and that contributed to the amusement of the hardy sailors. 
' Our children and others that were sick, and lay groaning in 
the cabins, we fetched out, and having a rope stretched from 
the steerage to the mainmast, we made them stand, some on 
one side and some on the other, and swing it up and down till 
they were weary, and by ,this means they soon grew well and 
merry. The captain set our children and grown men to some 
other harmless exercises, which the seamen were very active 
in, and which did our people much good, though the sailors 
would sometimes play the wag with them.' 

Very strict attention to religious duties was observed, and 
the most rigid discipline enforced. On one occasion, two of 
the landsmen were laid in the bolts all night, for piercing a 
rundlet of strong water, and stealing some of the same ; and 
the next morning, the principal was openly whipped, and both 
were kept on bread and water all day. T^wo young men 
falling at odds, and fighting, contrary to orders which were 
set up in the ship, were sentenced to walk upon deck till 
night, with their hands tied behind them s and another man, 
' for using contemptuous speech in our presence,'' was laid in 
bolts, till he made open confession of his offence. A servant 
of one of the company had made a bargain with a child, to 
sell him a trinket box worth three pence, for three biscuits a 
day all the voyage, and the rogue had received about forty, 
and sold them to his comrades, before he was found out. ' We 
caused his hands to be tied up to a bar, and hung a basket 
full of stones about his neck, and so he stood for two hours.' 
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Thus they commenced their state, with the .maintenance of 
dignity, sobriety, good order, and honesty. 

No accident of any moment occurred on board the Arabel- 
la. They saw one or two whales (one with a bunch on his 
back, about a yard above water!) and all the way were 
birds flying and swimming, when they had no land near, by 
two hundred leagues. 

On the third of June, they approached near enough to the 
coast, to get soundings in eighty fathoms, and on the seventh, 
in thirty fathoms, they were regaling themselves with fresh 
fish of their own catching. On the eighth, they bad sight of 
land, which they supposed Manhegan, but it proved to be 
Mount Desert. So pleasant a scene here they had, as did 
much refresh them, and there came a smell off the shore, like 
the smell of a garden : and Noah could hardly have been 
more gratified to behold his dove, with the olive leaf in her 
mouth, than they must have been delighted, to receive a visit 
from a wild pigeon, and another small bird from the land. 

All day on the eleventh, they stood to and again, within 
sight of Cape Ann. On Saturday the twelfth, at four in the 
morning, they gave notice of their approach, from two pieces 
of ordnance, and sent their skiff ashore. In the course of the 
day, passing through the narrow strait between Baker's isle 
and another little island, they came to an anchor, a short dis- 
tance from Salem harbour. 

Mr. Endicett and others went on board ; and we that were 
assistants, and some other gentlemen, and some of the women 
and our captain, returned with him to Salem, where we-sup- 
ped on a good venison pasty and good beer. Next morning, 
many of the rest of the people went on shore, upon the other 
side of the harbour, and feasted themselves with strawberries, 
which they found in such abundance that they named the 
place Strawberry bank. 

Early in the morning of Monday the fourteenth, ' we weigh- 
ed anchor, and the wind being against us, and the channel so 
narrow that we could not well turn, we warped in our ship, 
and came to an anchor in the inward harbour. In the after- 
noon, we went with the most of our company on shore, and 
our captain gave us a salute of five guns.' 

The other ships of the fleet fell in daily, and by the sixth of 
July, thirteen out of the fourteen had arrived safe in New- 
England, without the loss of more than fifteen lives by sick- 
ness or accident. A day of publick thanksgiving was there- 
fore kept, on the eighth of that month, through all the plan- 
tations. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Whate'er in life may be my varied lot, 
' Boston,'dear Boston, ne'er shall be forgot. 

R. T. Pome. 

It appear,s to have been the original design, that the prin- 
cipal part cif this colony of fifteen hundred persons should 
have settled in one place, which they intended to call by the 
name of Boston. This design was frustrated by such circum- 
stances as the following.* 

They found the colony at„Salem in a sad and snexpected 
condition. Above eighty deaths had occurred the winter be- 
fore, and of those that remained alive, many were weak 
and sickly. All the corn and bread, amongst them all, was 
hardly suflBcient to feed them a fortnight ; so that when the 
remainder of the great company of servants, sent over two 
years before, applied for sustenance, they found themselves 
wholly unable to afford it, ' by reason that the provisions 
shipped for them were taken out of the ship they were put in, 
and they who were trusted to ship them in another, failed us 
and left them behind. Whereupon necessity forced us,-to 
our extreme loss, to give them all liberty, -who had cost us 
about sixteen or twenty pound a person, furnishing and send- 
ing over.' 

' But bearing these things as we might, we began to consult 
about a place for our sitting down: for Salem, where we land- 
ed, pleased us not. So some were sent to the bay, to search 
up the rivers for a convenient place, who upon their return 
reported to have found a good place upon Mystick : but some 
others of us seconding these, to approve or dislike of their 
judgement, we found a place liked us better, three leagues up 
Charles river. Thereupon we unshipped our goods into 
other vessels, with much cost and labour, and brought them in 
July to Charlestown. But there receiving information (by 
some of the ships lately arrived) of some French preparations 
against us, we were forced to change our counsel ; for many 
of our people were sick of fevers and the scurvy, and we 
■were thereby weakened and unable to carry our baggage and 
ordnance so far up the river as we proposed. For our pres- 
ent shelter, therefore, we were obliged to plant dispersedly, 
(in various directions from Saugus to Dorchester.) This dis- 

* From Dudley's letter to the Countess of Lincoln. Mass.H. C. 1. viii.38. 
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persion troubled some of us, but help it we could not, want- 
ing ability to remove to any place fit to build a town upon, 
and the time being too short to deliberate any longer, lest the 
winter should surprize us before we had erected our houses. 
So ceasing to consult fjirther, for that time, they who had 
health to labour fell to building.' 

Governour Winthrop was among those who stopped at 
Charlestown. He and other publick oflBcers were accommo- 
dated in a building, called the great house, on the westerly 
side of the present market square. The remainder resided 
in cottages, booths, and tents, where their lodgings were so 
cold and moist, as to cause a continued prevalence of disease 
among them, to such an extent as that there were not enough of 
the well, to take care of the sick. Dr. Samuel Fuller, a deacon 
of the church of Plymouth, appears to have spent several 
weeks in the neighbourhood in attendance upon them, but 
without doing much good (as he complained) for the want of 
drugs and things fitting to work with. Deaths spread around 
them, and almost every family was filled with lamentation for 
the loss of some of its members. 

In consequence of this affliction, the Governour proposed 
to Mr. Johnson, that a day should be set apart for fasting and 
prayer. Accordingly, Friday, the 30th of July, was agreed 
upon, and devoted for that purpose. After the services of 
the day,* it had been proposed, that such godly persons 
among them, as knew each other, should enter into a church 
covenant. Conformably to this arrangement, Governour Win- 
throp, Deputy Governour Dudley, Mr. Johnson, and the Rev. 
Mr. Wilson, on that day signed the following covenant : 

" In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in obedience 
to his holy will and divine ordinance, 

" We, whose names are here underwritten, being by his 
most wise and good providence brought together into this part 
of America, in the Bay of Massachusetts, and desirous to 
unite into one congregation or church, under the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our head, in such sort, as becometh all those, whom he 
hath redeemed, and sanctified to himself, do hereby solemnly 
and religiously, as in his most holy presence, promise and 
bind ourselves to walk in all our ways according to the rule 
of the gospel, and in all sincere conformity to his holy ordi- 
napces, and in mutual love and respect to each other so near, 
as "God shall give us grace." 



• Tbe first moeliugs of the congiegation were held in the open air, under the shade of 
an oak tree, and probably continued to be so for some time ; for here, says Roger Clap, 

I have heard Mr. Wilson and Mr. Fhilllps preach many a good sermon they afterwards 

met in the great houte. 
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On the Lord's day following, five more were added to the 
church, namely, Increase Nowell, Thomas Sharp, Simon 
Bradstreet, assistants, William Gager, a surgeon, and William 
Colburn. 

At this time they had no other intention than that of making 
Charlestown the place of their pernianent abode, and the 
Governour had ordered timber to be cut, and a house framed 
for himself there. But the sickness increasing, and the weath- 
er being hot, the people grew uneasy and discontented for the 
want of water. Strange as it may seem to those who now 
know that Charlestown abounds with good water, yet they 
could then only find one brackish spring, and that upon the 
beach, on the west side of the northwest field, (near the pres- 
ent site of the state prison) which was not to be come at, but 
when the tide was down.* This spring could not supply half 
the necessities of the multitude, and the death of many was 
thought to be owing to the want of wholesome drink. Sev- 
eral persons were therefore induced to make excursions, for 
the discovery of some more heathful spot. 

Besides the English who were located at Charlestown, when 
the Gpvernour and his colony arrived, there lived on Noddle's 
island, one Mr. Samuel Maverick, a man of very loving and 
courteous behaviour^ very ready to entertain strangers. The 
Governour lay a night at his house, while on the first explor- 
ing party. He had thrown up a small fort on the island, by 
the aid of Mr. Thompson, and had four cannon mounted in it 
to protect him from the Indians. Mr. Maverick was a man 
that made some figure in the history of after times, and had a 
grant or confirmation of the island from the general court. T 
* On the south side of the mouth of Charles river there also 
resided, in a small cottage, one Mr. William Blackstone. The 
spot upon which he had pitched, was near a point on the 
western side of a peninsula, which, at high water, appeared 
in those days lilte two islands, the north and south parts being 
connected only by a narrow isthmus. The Indian name of 
the place was Shawmut, and the English at Charlestown call- 
ed it Trimountain. 

Mr. Blackstone's self interest did not stifle his feelings of 
humanity, and though he might claim the peninsula for his 
property, as having teen the first Englishman, that slept upon 
it, he communicated to the Governour the information that he 
had found an excellent spring on his side of the river, and 
urged him with pressing invitations to remove thither. This 
incident, and the fact of their being much pleased with the 

* Johnson's W. W. P. cli. 17. and Dr. Bartlett's Mst. sketch of Charlestown in M. IT. 
Coll. 2. U. 88. 165. 

t August 20. The Gift, being the fourteenth and last vessel of the K. E. fleet, an-ives 
with the loss of but one passenger, though she had been twelve weeks at sea. 
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plain neck (which then bore the name of Blackstone's neck,) 
at the south end of the peninsula, induced Mr. Johnson, who 
was a very influential and leading man, to remove with sev- 
eral others and begin a settlement. This took place in Au- 
gust. 

On Monday the 23d of August, the first Court of Assist- 
ants, under the authority of the patent, was holden on board 
the Arabella, at Charlestown. The first question propound- 
ed, was, How shall the ministers be maintained ?— and it was 
ordered that houses be built for them at the public charge, and 
their salaries were established. The minister at Watertown, 
Rev. George Phillips, was to have thirty pounds a year, and 
Mr. Wilson twenty pounds a year till his wife came over, be- 
ginning from the tenth of July preceding. All this was at 
the common charge, excepting that the people at Dorchester 
and Salem were not to be taxed for this object. Governour 
Winthrop undertook to see the above orders carried into ef- 
fect, at his plantation, which embraced Charlestown and 
Boston. 

On Friday, the 27th of the same month, the congregation 
kept a fast, and chose Mr. Wilson for their teacher, Mr. In- 
crease Nowel an elder, and Dr. Gager and Mr. William As- 
pinwall for deacons. These were all installed by the impo- 
sition of hands, with a solemn protest, that it was only 
by way of election and confirmation, and not designed to in- 
validate, or disparage Mr. Wilson's previous ordination in 
England. 

At the second court of Assistants, which was also holden at 
Charlestown, an order was passed, that no person plant in any 
place within the limits of the patent, without leave from the 
Governour and Assistants, or a major part of them. At this 
court it was also ordered, that the town at Mattapan be call- 
ed Dorchester, that upon Charles River, Watertown, and that 
Trimountain be called BOSTON. This was on the 7th day 
of September, 1 630, and from that day we date the founda- 
tion of our city. 

Whence originated the two latter of these three names, 
Sbawmut, Trimguntain and Boston, is matter of historical rec- 
ord. In regard to the signification of Shawmut we can only 
state conjecture. It seems to have been a universal custom, 
derived from the first fathers of mankind, to deijominate pla- 
ces, from some peculiar excellences discovered in them : and 
the names appropriated were generally drawn from fancied 
resemblances, in these peculiarities, to parts of the hnman 
body. Before the art of sinking wells was known, fountains or 
springs of water were of infinite value ; and the practice of giv- 
ing names to places from them, was prevalent among the ab- 
origines of Massachusetts. It was very common with the Jews 
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and other Eastern nations, to call such springs by the terms 
appropriated in their languages to the eye, whose piercing 
brilliancy sparkles in the visage, as the gurgling fountain does 
upon the grassy plain. Those that believe, with many who 
are not altogether unwise, that the native American tribes 
were descendants of the ten tribes of Israel, will have little 
difficulty to discover in Shauimut the radicals of the two eyes, 
that shoot forth on either side of the ridge of high land be- 
tween Charles and Congress streets, and the termination, m<, 
which is a particle of place, equivalent to at. , Such will 
readily coincide in the ingenious conclusion lately drawn, that 
Shawmut signified living fountains, to which the natives were 
probably in the daily habit of crossing over, in their canoes, 
from the opposite peninsula, to procure fresh water when the 
great spring there was overflowed by the tide.* 

The etymology of the wordTrimountajn leads us directly to 
the origin of that name. Shawmut presented to those who view- 
ed it from Charlestown, the appearance only of three large 
hills ; one on the north, one far to the east, and another form- 
ing the whole western extremity of the place. On the last 
were three lofty and majestic eminences, and on the brow 
of the easternmost of these, three little rising hillocks appear- 
ed in a contiguous range. The combination of these circum- 
stances doubtless gave rise to the name of Trimountain. 

No reason is assigned on the records of the court for 
changing the name of Trimountain for that of Boston. It is 
however universally agreed, that the name itself had been se- 
lected in compliment to the Rev. John^otton, who at that 
time was a preacher at Boston, in Lincolnshire, and whom 
they expected very soon to come over and take part in the 
establishment of their colony. Boston, moreover, had been a 
place of note in the annals of the persecuted puritans, and 
several of those who first settled here were born there : and 



* MasSsJl. C. 2. X. 174. To the examples there adduced, may be added Moshawsick the 
name of Providence, where is still shown a venerated spring, which induced Roger Wil- ^ 
Hams to stop liis canoe and land at that place. 

Our Shawmut is still remarkable for the great number of its productive springs of excel- 
lent water. A well has recently been dug for the accommodation of a iiouse, building at the 
head of School street, opposite the Stone Chapel. When the workmen had reached the 
depth of about sixty-five feet, a spring burst into the well several feet from the bottom, 
and flowed with such rapidity as to fill it to the height of fort}' feet in twenty-five minutes. 
Kext morning they undertook to draw out the water by means of a whip tackle. In the 
course of seven hours, during which time several men with two horses raised at the rate of 
five barrels of water in two minutes, making in all more than a thotf'sand barrels, they suc- 
ceeded in exhausting the water so far as to admit of laying the Wi^ll. In A few days th^ 
water assumed the usual level of that in other Twlfe. 
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it is also not improbable, that the sagacity of Winthrop and 
Johnson seeing ' the prognosticks of its future greatness writ- 
ten on the face of nature, too legibly and too indelibly to be 
iflistaken,' they may have claimed for the place of their choice, 
the name originally intended for their chief city* 

Boston, in Lincolnshire, is a borough town, seated on both 
sides of the river Witham, near its mouth. It is a hundred 
and seventeen miles north of London. In 1811, it contained 
8113 inhabitants. It is governed by a mayor and sends two 
members to parliament. It is famous for the tower of its 
Gothick church, which is two hundred and eighty-two feet 
high, being one of the most lofty and elegant of the kind, and 
a noted sea-mark. The English name, Boston, appears to 
have been a contraction of Botolph's town, which name 
the place bore in old time, in honour of Botolph, a pious 
Saxon, who had a monastery there. It is worthy of notice, 
however, that Iccan-hoe, which was a more ancient Saxotf 
appellation, signifies Oxen-town, between which and the mean- 
ing of Boston there is a fancied resemblance. 
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Better to sit in Freedom's ball, 
With a coldLdamp floor and mouldering wall. 
Than to beiid the neck, and to bow the knee 
In the proudest palace of slavery. 

German Epigram. 

The third court of Assistants sat at Charlestown, Septem*- 
ber 28th, 1630. The first General Court of the colony was 
holden at Boston, not by representatives, but by every one 
that was free of the corporation, in person, on the 19th of Oc- 
tober following* Between these two dates. Gov. Winthrop 
and most of the people had removed from Charlestown, 
where there remained but seventeen male inhabitants. The 
rank which the several towns held in point of population and 
wealth combined, may be discovered from the apportionment 
of a tax of fifty pounds, levied for some military purposes. 

1. Charlestown was to pay £. 7 6. Medford . £.3 

2. Boston * 11 7. Salem ... 3 

3. Dorchester . * 7 8. (Weymouth) 2 

4. Roxbury . 5 9. Nantasket. . 1 

5. Watertown 11 

£. 50 
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The publick ot^ject of most importance which first engaged 
ti»e attention of those in office, was the selection of a proper 
place for a fortified town, of which they supposed there would 
be great necessity, to secure them from the natives. Several 
places were proposed. At one meeting, December 6th, they 
resolved to build upon the neck between Roxbury and Bos- 
ton, and appointed a committee to attend to the business. 
The committee met, and growing wiser by deliberation, con- 
cluded that the location was not a suitable one for the purpose, 
and agreed to meet again at Watertown to consider farther on 
the subject. There, on the 21st, they made up their minds to 
erect their fortifications at a spot a mile below, where they 
thought was a fit place for a fortified town ; but at last on the 
28th. they finally decided on building about three miles above 
Charlestown, on the northwest side of the river. They called 
the place Newtown (at present Cambridge) and the Governour 
and Deputy, with all the assistants, except Messrs. Sharp and 
Endicott obliged themselves to build houses there, in the foli 
lowing spring. But before much was done in compliance 
with this obligation, Chicatabot, the chief of the Indians near 
Boston, came to visit the Governour, and made such high 
professions of friendship as to diminish the apprehensions of 
danger, so that the necessity of having a fortified town gradu- 
ally appeared less and less, until the plan was wholly laid 
aside. This result must have been doubly gratifying to the 
people of Boston, who would have regarded the formal estab-; 
lishment of the seat of government at Newtown as fatal to their 
own prosperity. 

About a year had now elapsed since the colony had left 
their native land. Many of them had there enjoyed the best 
of society. Their family connexions were honourable : their 
professions and occupations in life had been reputable and 
profitable, and every comfort, which the possession of ' fruitful 
lands, stately buildings, goodly orchards and gardens' could 
afford, had been at their command. Here they could expect 
to find nothing but a desert, without any worldly allurement 
to recommend it; but they calculated on the free enjoyment 
of religious privileges, and that sufficed to counterbalance 
every other consideration. On that they relied with confi- 
dence that it would encourage them to sustain affliction, and 
hardship of every description, that the imagination could an- 
ticipate. The tenour of every memorial which our first set- 
tlers have left behind them, proves this to have been their pren 
dominant feeling. Questionless there were some among them 
v?hose object was merchandize, and who devoted themselves 
to commercial pursuits with the hope of gain : doubtless, too, 
says Foxcroft, in his observations on the rise and primitive 
state of New-England, ' They had a mixture of false profes-. 
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sors among them, bm let me speak it freely, without offence 
to any, the first beginners of this plantation, as to the body of 
them, were an excellent set of real and living Christians.' 
And their religion exhibited itself pure and undefiled in the 
scenes of distress which they witnessed, and the firmness of 
their faith was manifested by the patience with which they 
submitted to privation, and the perseverance with which they 
pursued their object. 

We have mentioned the prevalence of a mortal sickness 
among them previous to the removal from Charlestown. Its 
ravages did not abate immediately in consequence of that 
change of residence, but continued till December, by which 
time two hundred at least had fallen its victims.* With char- 
acteristick impartiality death swept away the wealthy and 
the poor, the bondman and his master. Besides others of 
note they had to mourn over the ladies of Messrs. Codding- 
ton and Pincheon, two of the Assistants, and the Lady Ara- 
bella. The death of the last named personage excited a very 
general interest. She was the pride of the colony. There 
^vere several other women of distinction, who encountered the 
fatigue and perils of the day with laudable resolution, but the 
devotedness of the lady Arabella shone peculiarly conspicu- 
ous. She was a daughter of the Earl of Lincoln, and her 
union with Mr. Johnson was a very happy one. The lan- 
guage of her soul to him was such as is ascribed to an ancient 
Spanish lady — ' whithersoever your fatall destinie shall dryve 
you, eyther by the furious waves of the great ocean, or by 
the many-folde and horrible dangers of the lande, I wyl sure- 
ly beare yqu company. There can no peryll chaunce to me 
so terriblte, nor any kinde of death so cruel), that shall not be 
much easier for me to abyde, than to live so farre separate 
from you.' Pattern of fidelity ! her desire was gratified : she 
left the paradise of peace and plenty which she enjoyed in 
the family of her noble father, and came into a wilderness of 
wants, that proved too severe a trial for her. The virtues of 
her mind could not protect her body from the tide of adversi- 
jties, whiph overwhelmed her soon after her arrival : 

' O'er her soft form diseases sternly crept, 
And gave the lovely victim to tbe tomU 

She died and was buried at Salem in the month of August, 
The tears which this event occasioned had scarcely ceased 
to flow, when the people of Boston were called to weep for 
the loss of Mr. Johnson himself. The death of such a man 
spread a melancholy paleness on every countenance. AH 

* Wlien the fleet returned this fall, about 200 of the people either returned home or left 
JIanacjtmsctts for various reasons Dudley's tttlcr. iJ 
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oongi<3ered him as their principal patron. He might be cal- 
led the father of Boston, as it was he that persuaded Gover- 
nour Winthrop and the rest of the company to cross the river. 
He was the richest man of all the planters, and had early bent 
himself with pious zeal to advance the interests of the colony. 
He assisted many good people with means to come over, be- 
queathed a portion of his property to the company, and order- 
ed his executors to carry on his share or part in it. 

He was the son of Abraham Johnson, Esq. of Clipsham, in 
the county of Rutland, and his estates lay in Rutland, North- 
amptonshire, and Lincolnshire. The first mention made of 
him, in connexion with the Massachusetts company, is that he 
was chosen one of the Assistants on the thirteenth of May, 
sixteen hundred and twenty-nine. The confidence which the 
corporation had in him is evident, from their soon after elect- 
ing him as a referee, in a case of dispute which arose between 
Mr. Endicott and John and Samuel Brown at Salem. He 
was one of those that signed the agreement to remove, in case 
the government and patent might be transferred, and one of 
the argumentators appointed to discuss the expedienoy of that 
measure. After the decision in favour of that step, he was 
nominated at the same time with Winthrop, Saltonstall and 
Humphrey, as a candidate for the office of first Governour. 
On his arrival here, he was clothed with the powers of a Jus- 
tice of the peace, and in that capacity presided with Winthrop 
at a jury of inquest on the 18th of September. This is the last 
of his official acts recorded. The weight of publick cares, 
added to the burden of his grief for the loss of his wife^ over- 
powered the strength of his constitution, and he yielded up 
his life, ' in sweet peace,' on the 30th of that month. 

Mr; Johnson had chosen for his lot the square which lies 
between Court Street, Washington, School and Common 
Streets. Tradition locates his house about the centre of the 
Northeast side, that is, near the present site of the old Court- 
House. According to his particular desire expressed on his 
death bed, he was buried at the Southwest corner of the lot, 
and the people exhibited their attachment to him, by ordering 
their bodies to be buried near him. This was the origin of 
the first burying place, at present the Chapel burial ground. 

There is a mournful pleasure in marking the terms of affec- 
tion and respect, in which the early writers uniformly speak 
of Mr. Johnson's character. Governour Winthrop says 
^ he was a holy man and wise.' Dudley, that ' he was a prime 
man among us, zealous for religion, and made a most godly 
end, dying willingly and professing his life better spent in 
promoting this plantation, than it could have been any other 
way ; he left to us a loss greater than the most conceived.' 
His namesake, the author of the Wonder Working Providence, 
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speaks of him as ' endued witjj many precious gifts, aqd a 
chief pillar to support this new erected building ; so that at 
his departure there were not only many weeping eyes, but 
some fainting hearts, fearing the failure of the undertaking :' 
and Cotton Mather comprehends all in the report, that he 
was a perfect and upright man. 

In the midst of these afflictions Dr. Gager died.- He 
was their principal, if not their only physician and sur- 
geon. He is represented as a man of skill in bis prolessiDn, 
and we have seen that the soundness of bis faith, and the pu- 
rity of his life had promoted him to the office of a deacon ia 
the infant church* He was considered a publick servant, and 
the same court, which provided for the salaries of the minis- 
ters, ordered that a house should be built for him against the 
combing spring, that he should be furnished with a cow, and 
be paid twenty pounds for his first year, and afterwards have 
thirty pounds per annum at the common charge.* 

Several other deaths are recorded which added to the 
grief of the people ; among them that of Mr. Robert Welden, 
who had been chosen to be a military captain, but died at 
Charlestown, before having an opportunity to act in that ca- 
pacity. He was a young gentleman of high promise, and 
considerable experience as a soldier. His remains were 
hrought to Boston, and interred with military honours, ' three 
volleys of shot' being then, as at present, the customary trib- 
ute of respect. 

There was yet one other distress to be endured, and that 
was the d|anger of famine. We know they arrived too late 
in the season to plant, and brought too small a stock of pro- 
visions with them, and the extreme drought of the summer 
had threatened a total consumption of the fruits of the earth. 
When the winter set in, which was on the 24th of December, 
the cold came on with violence. Till that day the weather 
had been for the most part fair, and open, with gentle frosts 
at night ; but, by the 26th, the river was so frozen over that 
they of Charlestown could not come to the sermon at Boston, 
till afternoon at high water. From that time their, chief care 
was to keep themselves warm, and as comfortable in other 
respects as their scanty means would permit. They were so 
short of provisions that many were obliged to live upon mus- 
cles, clams and other shell fish, with groundnuts and acorns 
instead of bread. ' Oh,' says Roger Clap, ' the hunger that 
many suffered, and saw no hope in the eye of reason to be 
relieved. Flesh of all kinds was a rare thing, and bread so 
very scarce that sometimes I thought the very crumbs of my^ 

* Douglaas, in his way, says, ' Winthrop was very charitable particularly in distributing 
Ills medicinal Van Ilclrannt nostrums among the poor.^ 



HISTORY OB BOSTONi 39 

father^s table would have been sweet to me ; and when I 
could have meal and water and salt boiled together' (the ele- 
ments of a favourite New England dish) ' who could wish 
bettef !' 

Being thus situated, they beheld with much joy the return 
of Captain William Pierce on the 5th of February 1631, in 
the ship Lion, laden with provisions, according to a contract 
which he had made previous to his sailing away in the fall. 

We close this chapter of calamities with an account of the 
FIRST riRE which is recorded to have happened in Boston. 
About noon on the 16th of March, 1631, the chimney of Mr* 
Thomas Sharp's house caught fire, the splinters not being 
clayed at the top, and taking the thatch burnt it down. The 
wind being Northwest drove the fire to Mr. Colburn's house* 
which was some rods off, and burnt that down also. Both of 
these gentlemen's houses were as good and as well furrtlshed 
as the most in the plantation. Much of their own furniture was 
destroyed, together with the goods of some other families, 
which occupied parts of their houses. 

Captain Pierce was soon ready to return, and Mr. Wilson 
had made arrangements to go with him. On the 29th of 
March he had an affectionate meeting at the Governour's, 
with a number of his people. He recommended to them the 
strict observance of teligiouS duties during his absence, and 
designated Messrs. W^inthrop, Dudley and Nowell, as the per- 
sons in his opinion best qualified to lead the devotions of the 
congregation. He sailed from Salem on the first of April, 
and the Boston church was thus left destitute of a preacher, 
until the arrival of Mr. John Eliot in the November following. 



CHEONOLOGICAL ITEMS. 

With a view to exhibit some traces of the early progress in 
trade, and of the customs of the times, we introduce a few 
miscellaneous articles, in this place. 

1630. Aug. 23. Ordered that carpenters, joiners, brick- 
layers, sawyers and thatchers take no more than two shillings 
a day under pain of ten shillings to giver and taker.-^Orders 
similar to this were frequently made, regulating and altering 
the prices of labour and of commodities. Six years after, it 
was left to towns to agree upon, prices among themselves. 



* Mr. Colburn was chosen deacon after the death of Dr. Ga^er, but is always called by hJs 
title of Mr. which in those days was used as the term Esquire is at present. Church mem- 
ber were invariably distinguished as ' our brother' or * our sister.' Goodman and Goodwife 
were conunon appellations. 
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Oct. 25i The Governour began to discourage the practice 
of drinking toasts at table : so it grew by little and little to be 
disused. 

The Ambrose was new masted at Charlestown. 
' Messrs. Winthrop and Dudley joined with S. Maverick in 
sending out a pinnace to trade for corn. She went as far as 
Rhode Island and procured a hundred biishels. 

Nov. 9. Proposals are issued to have a ferry set up be^ 
tween Boston and Charlestown. 

30. One man is to be whipped for stealing a loaf of bread 
and another for shooting a fowl on the sabbath day. 

1631. March 4. Nicholas Knopp was fined Jve pounds 
for taking upon him to cure the scurvy by a water of no 
value, which he sold at a very dear rate ; to be imprisoned 
till he pay his fine, or give security for it, or else be whipped, 
and be liable to any man's action, of whom he had received 
money for the said water. 

22. All who have cards, dice or gaming tables in their 
houses shall make way with them before the next court. 

May 18. Election day at Boston ; Winthrop and Dudley 
are rechosen by general consent. 

William Cheeseborough's house burnt at Boston, all the 
people being present. 

Thomas Williams undertakes to set up the first ferry : has 
four pence a person from Winnesimet to Boston. 

June 14. Edward Convers sets up another ferry. ' 

July 4. The Governour built a bark at Mystick, which was 
launched this day, and called the Blessing of the Bay. In 
the course of the season this vessel made several coasting 
trips. 

26. A night watch ofsix persons is established at Boston. 
Charlestown and Roxbury were to furnish two men each, and 
Boston the other two. 

Monthly trainings are ordered. 

Aug. 16. Four men fined for drinking too much. 

Sept. 27. Mr. Josias is fined for stealing from the In- 
dians and condemned to forfeit his title and henceforth to be 
called Josias. 

Oct. 25. Gov. WintJirop notes ' a plentiful crop.' 

30. A stone house which the Governour was erecting at 
Mystick was washed down to the ground, in a violent storm, 
the walls being laid in clay instead of lime. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

Some are, and must bo, greater than the rest. 

Pope- 

O.v the second of November, 1631, the Lion arrived again 
from England, and brought the Governour's wife and some of 
his children, together with the Rev. John Eliot and about 
sixty others. This event afforded the Bostonians an oppor- 
tunity to exhibit their attachment to Mr. Winthrop by one 
of those public demonstrations, in which they have always 
delighted. The vessel was detained below the town two 
days, and in that time preparation was made for the recep- 
tion of the honourable passengers. When the Governour and 
his family left the ship, the Captain gave them a salute of six 
or seven guns, and at the landing, the military officers re- 
ceived them with a guard, and welcomed them with divers 
volleys of shot and three artillery pieces. Several of the as- 
sistants and rnost of the people of the neighbourhood assem- 
bled to witness the scene, and to enhance the joyfulness of the 
occasion, a marvellous store of kids, venison, poultry, geese, 
and partridges, and other luxuries were brought and sent as 
presents. The like manifestation of love had never been 
seen in New England. It is hardly necessary to add that on 
the 11th of November they kept a day of thanksgiving at 
Boston. 

The succeeding winter passed away without any material 
occurrences. At the General Court, in Boston, on the 8th of 
May, 1632, the same Governour and Deputy were elected, 
and it was then thought expedient to pass an order that two 
men should be chosen from each town, to confer with the 
Court of Assistants about raising a public stock. Tliis order 
was the first step towards a house of representatives.* 

*]VIore of form was given to this hranch of the goveinment in April 1634, %\'hen it was determined 
that tile freemen of each plantation should ohoo=e two or three before every general court, and th;rt 
such persons so deputed should have full power to deal in all the affairs of tlie comniunwealth^ 
wherein the freemen have to do, excepting only the election of magistrates, at which every man was 
still to give his owil voice. lu 1036 the number of representatives was appoitioned according to tile 
number of inhabitants, no town to have more than three, and person, might send their written votes^ 
ejldorsod by the name of the voLti>, instead of aiieudiu^ ia pe.iou at the Court on li)iectiun duVv 

6 
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The delegates were at that time called deputies or committees ; 
and Messrs. William Colburn and William Cheeseborougli 
had the honour to be the first from Boston. 

Mr. Wilson returned from London, perhaps his wife with 
him, on the 26ih of May, and the congregation began in Au- 
gust to build a house for public worship, and^ one for the 
residence of their pastor. Towards these purposes they 
made a voluntary contribution of a hundred and twenty 
pounds. The meeting-house was erected on the south side of 
State-street, opposite the new building now erected at the head 
of Wilson's lane, for the accommodation of the United States' 
Branch Bank. Its roof was thatched and its walls were of 
mud. It would be pleasant to be able to point to the very 
ground whereon this first temple stood. Mr. Emerson, in his 
historical sketch of the church, fixed it not far from the spot on 
which the Exchange CoiFee House had been newly reared. 
But our search for that edifice is equally unavailing; literally, 
not one stone of that enormous structure is left upon another. 
A writer in seventeen hundred ninety-five said it was on the 
ground on which the Branch Bank then stood : we trust it 
will never be so difficult to direct the future inquirer to the new 
office of the present Branch.* 

As the season grew late and the weather severe, those 
members of the church who belonged to Charlestown, found it 
inconvenient to attend worship in Boston. They therefore 
signified their desire to constitute a new society on the other 
side of the river. The eleventh of October was set apart for 
seeking the direction of Heaven, and on the fourteenth, eigh- 
teen men and fifteen women were peaceably dismissed from 
their relation to the church. These afterwards elected Mr. 
Thomas James for their teacher, and formed the first congre- 
gational church in Charlestown. 

Up to that period one hundred and fifty-one members, (of 
^hom 94 were brethren and 57 sisters,) had joined the 
Boston church in full communion. In those days they had a 
distinction of offices in i-he church which does not prevail 
among us. Mr. Wilson was at first ordained as teacher, and 
on the 22d of November he was cho.sen pastor. Mr. Thojiias 
Oliver was also chosen ruling elder. They were both ordained 
in form ; the two deacons first imposing hands upon the elder, 
and then the elder and two deacons upon the pastor. The 
church made considerable eiTort to retain Mr. Eliot with them 
in the capacity of teacher, but were disappointed by his fixed 
resolution to settle at Roxbury. 

Boston was now gradually assuming pre-eminence over the 
other towns. The court had resolved by general consent, in 
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October, that it was the fittest place for publick meetings of 
any in the bay, and ordered a house of correction to be built 
here, and also a house for the beadle, which was a corpora- 
tion officer, something similar to a sheriff. Considerable 
progress had been made towards the fortification of the 
town, by works on Fort Hill, which was then called Corn 
Hill, and the people had increased so rapidly that the land 
within the peninsula was not sufficient for their use. The 
right of improving several places, in the neighbourhood, for 
their cattle and the procuring of wood, had therefore been 
granted them. Another ferry had also become necessary be- 
tween this and Charlestown, and the wind mill had been 
brought from Watertown. The latter was a source of profit. 
It would seem that Dudley did not witness this advance of 
Boston with perfect satisfaction. According to the agreement 
before mentioned, he with Mr. Secretary Bradstreet and oth- 
er gentlemen of note, went forward in the spring of sixteen 
hundred thirty-one, with their design to build at Newtown. The 
Deputy finished his house in a style which the Governour 
thought too expensive and showy, both on account of the hard- 
ness of the times, and of the, example, which might lead others 
to undue extravagance. A wainscoting of clapboards con- 
stituted this offensive peculiarity. The Governour himself 
had also set up a house at Newtown, but in the course of the 
fall he had it taken down and removed to Boston, wheife he 
had resolved in future to reside. This step was no. small dis- 
appointment to the rest, and occasioned some ill will between 
the Governour and Deputy. The latter accused the former 
of a breach of his promise to build at Newtown. Th? dis- 
content became so great that their mutual friends advised 
them to submit the subject to the opinion of several ministers. 
The Governour's answer to the accusation against him was, 
that he had fulfilled the words of his promise, having had a 
house up, and servants living in it by the day appointed. 
As to the removal of the house, he alleged that he perceived 
the other assistants did not go forward in building: and more- 
over, the people of Boston having been discouraged by the 
Deputy from removing to Newtown, had petitioned hini, under 
all their hands, not to leave them, according to the promise 
he had made to them, when they first sat down with him at , 
Boston. On these and similar explanations, the referees 
agreed that the Governour's conduct was in Sbme degree ex- 
cusable, and he acknowledged himself faulty, so far as .hey 
declared him to be so. They awarded that he should pay 
the Deputy twenty pounds towards his expenses in building, 
or else provide a minister for the^eople at Newtown, and 
contribute something towards his maintenance for a time. The 
Governour wisely chose to do the former, and' remitted the 
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money. The Deputy was not behind him in complais&nce, 
and returned the same with assurances that he was so well 
satisfied of the Governour'sgood will, that he should not have 
been tempted to accept it, if it had been a hundred pounds 
instead of twenty. Thus this difficulty terminated, and they 
afterwards kept peace and friendly Correspondency together. 

Fac simile of the Govenioiir and Depoty's Signatores. 




wood's bESCRIPTION. 

The rising importance of the Massachusetts colony early 
attracted the attention of travellers as well as of statesmen, and 
perhaps the fair report of some of the former may have had as 
much influence in awakening the jealousy of the latter, as the 
misrepresentations of some disaffected persons are supposed to 
have had. William Wood, the author of New England's 
Prospect, has furnished us with the result of his observations 
in and about Boston in the year 1633. His descriptions are 
so accurate that they could hardly be amended, and the facts 
noticed by him are mostly corroborated by other accounts. 
They are therefore peculiarly entitled to a place here. 

' First I will begin with the outmost plantation in the patent, 
to the southward, which is called Wichaguscusset [Wey- 
mouth.] This is but a small village, yet is well timbered and 
hath good store of hay ground. — Three miles to the north of 
Ihis is Mount Wolaston, a very fertile soil, and a place very 
convenient for farmers' houses, there being great store cw 
plain ground, without trees — Six miles further to the north 
lieth Dorchester, which is the greatest town in New England, 
well wooded and watered, very good arable and hay grounds. 
The inhabitants of this town were the first that set upon the 
trade of fishing in the bay. — A mile from this town lieth Rox- 
bury which is a fair and handsome country town ; the inhab- 
ilantsof it being all very rich : a clear and fresh brook rune 
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through the town, and a quarter of a mile to the north is a 
small river called Stony River, upon which is built a water 
mill. Up westward it is something rocky, whence it hath the 
name of Roxbury. Here is no harbour for ships, because 
the town is seated in the bottom of a shallow bay; which is 
made by the neck of land on which Boston .is built, so that 
they can transport all their goods from the ships in boats 
from Boston, which is the nearest harbour. 

' This harbour is made by a great company of islands, 
whose high cliffs shoulder out the boisterous seas ; yet may ea- 
sily deceive any unskilful pilot ; presenting many fair openings 
and broad sounds, which afford too shallow water for ships, 
though navigable for boats, and pinnaces. It is a safe and 
pleasant harbour within, having but one common and safe en- 
trance, and that not very broad ; there scarce being room for 
three ships to come in board and board at a time ; but being 
once in, there is room for the anchorage of 500 ships. ITie 
seamen having spent their old store of wood and water, may 
here have fresh supplies from the adjacent islands, with good 
timber to repair their weather beaten ships. 

' Boston is two miles N. E. of Roxbury. Its situation is 
very pleasant, being a peninsula hemmed in on the south 
side by the bay of Roxbury, and on . the north side, with 
Charles river, the marshes on the back-side, being not half a 
quarter of a mile over ; so that a little fencing will secure 
their cattle from the wolves. The greatest wants are wood 
and meadow ground, which never were in this place ;* being 
constrained to fetch their building timber, and fire wood from 
the islands in boats, and their hay in loyters ; it being a 
neck, and bare of wood, they are not troubled with these 
great annoyances, wolves, rattlesnakes and muspuetos. 
Those, that live here upon their cattle, must be constrained to 
take farms in the country, or else they cannot subsist ; the 
place being too small to contain many, and fittest for such as 
can trade into England, for such commodities as the country 
wants, being the chief place for shipping and merchandize. 

' This neck of land is not above four miles in compass, in 
form almost square, having on the south side, at one corner, 



* Mr. Wood was wrong in asserting that * wood was never in this place.* It had doubtless 
been the favourite residence of the natives for many years, and a considerable portion bad 
been cleared by burning, as was tbeir custom for the culture of corn j hence it was sometimes 
called the p^ain necJE?, and compared with the surrounding country, covered with intermina- 
ble forests, it niight, with propriety be called plain. There were, however, many large 
clumps left, sufficient for fuel and timber. The growth was probably similar to that of the 
Islands. Had the peninsula been wholly denuded of trees, even'the temptation of QTr. Black- 
Stone^s spring of fresh water, could not have induced the first planters to settle at Shawmut 
«n the approach of a rigorous -w'inler.^Skaw. 
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a great broad hill, whereon is planted a fort, which can com- 
mand any ship, as she sails into the harbour within the still 
bay. On the north side is another hill, equal in bigness, 
whereon stands a windmill. To the northwest is a high 
mountain, with three little rising hills on the top of it, where- 
fore it is called 

THE TRAMOUNT. 




'From the top of this mountain, a man may overlook all the 
islands which lie within the bay, and descry such ships as 
are on the sea coast. 

' This town although it be neither the greatest nor the rich- 
est, yet is the most noted and frequented, being the centre of 
the plantations, where the monthly courts are kept. Here 
likewise dwells the Governour. This place hath very good 
land affording rich corn-fields and fruitful gardens, having- 
likewise sweet and pleasant springs. The inhabitants of this 
place, for their enlargement, have taken to themselves farm 
houses in a place called Muddy River, [Brookline] two miles 
from the town, where there is good ground, large tim- 
ber, and store of marsh land and meadow. In this place 
they keep their swine and other cattle in the summer, whilst 
the corn is in the ground at Boston, and bring them to town 
in the winter. 

' Newtown [Cambridge] is one of the neatest and best com- 
pacted towns in New England, having many fair structures, 
with many handsome contrived streets : the inhabitants most 
of them are very rich. — Half a mile westward of this is Wa- 
tertown, a place nothing inferior for land, wood, meadows 
and water to Newtown. Within half a mile of this town is a 
great pond which is divided between the two towns, and di- 
vides their bounds to the northward. Both towns are on the 
north side of the river Charles. 

' On the same side of that river is Charlestown, which is 
another neck of land, on whose north side runs Mystick river. 
At this town there is kept a ferry boat to convey passengers 
over Charles river, which between the banks is a quarter of a 
mile over, being a very deep channel. Up higher is a broad 
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bay, being above two miles between the shores, into which 
run Stony river and Muddy river. Towards the southwest in 
the midst of this bay is a great oyster bank : towards the 
northeast is a great creek, upon whose shore is situated a 
small village [included within the bounds of Charlestown.] 
At the bottom of this bay, the river begins to be narrower, 
being but half a quarter of a mile broad. 

' The next town is Mystick [Medford] which is three miles 
from Charlestown by land, and a league and a half by water. 
It is seated by the water side very pleasantly ; there are not 
many houses as yet. On the west side of this river the Gov- 
ernour hath a farm, where he keeps most of his cattle. On 
the east side is Mr. Craddock's plantation, where he hath a 
park impaled and keeps his cattle, till he can store it with 
deer. Here likewise he is at charges of building ships. The 
last year one was upon the stocks of an hundred tons ; that 
being finished they are to build one of twice her burden. 

' The last town in the still bay is Winnesimet [Chelsea,] a 
very sweet place for situation : it is within a mile of Charles- 
town, the river only parting them. 

' The next plantation is Saugus [including Lynn] six miles 
northeast from Winnesimet. This town is pleasant ft)r situa- 
tion, seated at the bottom of a bay, which is made on one side 
with the surrounding shore, and on the other side with a long 
sandy beach, which is two miles long to the end, whereon, is 
a neck of land called Nahant. Upon the south side of the 
sandy beach the sea beateth, which is a true prognostication, 
to presage storms and foul weather, and the breaking up, of 
the frost : for when a storm hath been or is likely to be, it 
will roar like thunder, so as to be heard six miles. Upon the 
north side of this bay are two great marshes which are made 
two by a pleasant rivef* which runs between them. Atlhe. 
mouth of this river runs up a great creek into that great marsh 
which is called Romney Marsh, and is four miles long and 
two miles broad, half of it being marsh ground, and half up- 
land grass w-ithout'tree or bush.' 

These descriptions were sketched before the fifteenth of 
August, 1633, on which day Wood set sail for England, and 
were published the next year accompanied with a curious 
map, engraved on wood. 
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CHAPTER IX, 

« lands you may have, we valae not the soil, 
Accounting tillage too severe a toil." 

While the people of Boston depended in good measure 
upon the productions of their farms and gardens for subsist- 
ence, their wants could not be supplied from the land within 
the peninsula, which did not originally exceed seven hundred 
acres. They were therefore aljowed to extend themselves 
into various parts of the adjacent territory, and many of the 
places described in the extract we have just finished, were 
under the improvement of Bostonians. Conant's Island 
[Governour's 1.] was granted to Gov. Winthrop for a nominal 
rent, and thus became a part of Boston, in April sixteen 
hundred and thirty-two. In the same year, that part of Chel- 
sea between Powder-horn hill and Pull-in point was assigned 
to Boston forever, and not a long time after, the whole of Win- 
nesimet w^s annexed. Brookline or Muddy river was owned 
and occupied by persons considered as belonging to Boston. 
As early as April 1634, Long hland, Hog and Deer Islands, 
were granted to Boston by the court for a nominal yearly 
rent, and convenient enlargement at Mount Wolaston was al- 
lowed to her inhabitants. They were allowed to cut wood 
on Dorchester neck, but the jurisdiction was to remain with 
Dorchester. Romney Marsh, Spectacle' Island, and Noddle's 
Island were added before the en?f of sixteen hundred and 
thirty-six. These grants are recorded in the colony records, 
and it is probable the remaining Islands were occasionally 
annexed afterwards. At these several places, portions were 
allotted to every family in Boston according to their number 
and necessities. 

The question has been asked, by what right did our ances- 
tors take and retain possession of the lands we inherit? The 
answer is as complete and satisfactory as such a case admits. 
So far as the King of England's title was concerned, the grant 
of the council of Plymouth to the six gentlemen and their asso- 
ciates, and the subsequent confirmation of the King, which 
empowered them and others to dispose of the lands to the 
best advantage, were considered sufficient to cancel his claim 
to property in the soil. 

The Indians that formerly possessed these parts werefewin 
number when our fathers arrived. A pestilence had not long 
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before carried off whole tribes in a manner almost- in- 
credible. Of such as remained near Boston, the greater part 
were peaceably disposed, and Chicatabot, the reigning sa- 
chem, instead of repelling the settlers from his dominions by 
force of arms, administered to their comfort, and finally sold 
them this speck of his extensive territory for a valuable con- 
sideration. The evidence of the conveyance is found in a quit- 
claim deed of one of his grandsons : it is a very curious docu- 
ment, dated in March sixteen hundred eighty-five,* and we 
insert it for the satisfaction or amusement of the present 
inhabitants. At this distance of time, to be sure, there is no 
^danger of disturbance from the descendants of Chicatabot ; 
S'till the peaceable and upright manner, in which our ancestors 
obtained a title to the soil, is not to be forgotten. 

To understand the occasion of this and similar instruments 
drawn about the same period, it is necessary to anticipate the 
fact that the charter, or patent under which the Massachusetts 
colony held, was likely then to be vacated ; and the people 
were told that in that case their title to their estates would be- 
of no value. Besides, even if the vacating of the charter 
might not annihilate the rights acquired under it in legal form, 
it was said that the General Court had not made their grants 
of land under the seal of the colony. This was represented 
as a glaring defect, which possession and improvement could 
not supply. When the patent was annulled (of which official' 
information was received July 2, 1685) and a new govern- 
ment established, writs of intrusion were brought against some 
of the principal persons in the colony, and the landholders 
were obliged to acknowledge the insufficiency of their title, 
and pay the fees for a new deed. Randolph, a notable char- 
acter, petitioned for half an acre of lan|8, to be taken out of 
the comm(Ki in Boston, and other favourites looked with a 
longing eye on some of the best estates, especially where the 
property was in a town or company : hence it was important 
to have in readiness every possible proof to evidence the 
rightful possession of the occupants.t 



* See a copy of this Indian Quitclaim in Appendix No. I. 

t See Hutch. Hist. i. ch. iii. There was no reg^istry of deeds here before 1652. 
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CHAPTER X, 

A gentlenian that is very singular in liis beliaviour, 

but liis singularities proceoi firom his good sensd. — Spectator. 

There was another claim beside that of the Indians and 
the king of England, which the settlers at Boston were bound 
to satisfy. By right of previous possession, Mr. Blackstone 
had a title to proprietorship in the whole peninsula. It was 
in fact for a time called Blackstone's neck. How far he con- 
sidered hiuiself the owner of the soil, and what agreement he 
made with Mr. Johnson when he invited him to cross the river, 
does not now appear. The records of the colony inform us 
that in April 1633, the court ordered fifty acres of ground to 
be set out for him, near to his house in Boston, to belong to 
him forever. This quantity amounted to at least a fourteenth 
part of the whole place, which shows that his rights as orig- 
inal possessor were not regarded altogether null. On the 
Boston records under date of November 10, 1634, among 
Other taxes assigned to William Cheeseborough the constable, 
and others for assessment and collection, we find a rate of 
thirty pounds to Mr. Blackstone : for what purpose it was 
levied will appear from the following 

DEPOSITION. 

The deposition of John Odlin, aged about Eighty two 
yeares, Robert Walker aged about Seventy Eight yeares, 
Francis Hudson aged about Sixty eight yeares, and Wil- 
liam Lytheriand aged about Seventy Six yeares. These 
Deponents, being ancient dwellers and Inhabitants of the 
Town of Boston in New-England from the first planting and 
Selling thereof and continuing so at this day, do jointly 
testify and depose that in or about the yeare of our Lord 
One thousand Six hundred thirty and four the then present 
Inhabitants of said Town of Boston (of whome the Honour- 
able John Winthrop Esq. Governour of the Colony was 
chiefe) did treate and agree with Mr. William Blackstone 
for the purchase of his Estate and right in any Lands lying 
within the said neck of Land called Boston, and for said 
purchase agreed that every householder should pay Six 
Shillings, which was accordingly collected, none paying 
less, some considerably more than Six Shillings, and the 
said sume collected, was delivered and paid to Mr. Black- 
stone to his full content and Satisfaction, in consideration 
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whereof hee Sold unlo the then Inhabitants of said Town 
and their heirs and assigns for ever his whole right and 
interest in all and every of the Lands lying within the said 
Neck Reserveing onely unto him selfe about Six acres of 
Land on the point commonly called Blackstons point on 
part whereof his then dwelling house stood ; after whiqh 
purchase the Town laid out a place for a trayning field ; 
which ever since and now is used for that purpose, and for 
the feeding of cattell : Robert Walker, and William 
Lytherland farther Testify that Mr. Blackstone bought a 
stock of Cows with the Money he received as above, and 
Removed and dwelt near Providence where he liv'ij till the 
day of his Death. 

Deposed this 10th of June 1684, by John Odlin, Robert 
Walker, Francis Hudson, and William Lytherland 
according to their respective Teatimonye 
Before us 

S. UraTrstrett, Oovemmr. 
Sam. SeSnall, Assist 

Precisely at what time Mr. Blackstone ceased to be an in- 
habitant of Boston we are not informed. His name appears 
once more in the colony records under date of April 7, 1635, 
when Nahanton was ordered to pay him two skins of beaver 
for damages done his swine by setting of traps. An allotment 
of fifteen acres at Muddy river was made to him by the allot- 
ters of Boston, in January 1638, and on the ninth of March in 
the same year, his name is mentioned for the last time, in des- 
cribing the boundaries of certain lot? of lands. It is stated by 
one author* that he left Boston about that time, which cor- 
responds with the statement of another t that he lived in Bos- 
ton nine or ten years. 

Mr. Blackstone was a very eccentrick character. He was 
a man of learning, and had received episcopal ordination in 
England ; seems to have been of the puritan persuasion and 
to have left his native country for his nonconformity. Johnson 
says he was here before the vernal of twenty-nine, which 
makes him to have come over with Mr. Endicott. Hubbard 
adopts the authority and tells us he began to hew stones in 
the mountains, wherewith to build, but when he saw all sorts 
of stones would not suit in the building, as he supposed, he 
betook himself to till the ground, wherein probably he was 
more skilled, or at least had a better faculty ; retaining no 
symbol of his former profession but bis canonical coat, 
Mather is less rude, and allows him to have been a godly 



* Bachu Vol. i. 58. 

"f Lechford, who wrote his * Plain Dealing' in IB-lt. ffwfcA. 1. cli. i. v. 
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episcopalian, though he was of a particular humour, and 
would never join himself to any of our churches, giving this 
reason for it : / came from England, because I did not like the 
LORD-BiSHOPS ; but I cannot join with you, because I would not be 
under the lokd-brethren.* 

, He had been admitted to lake the freeman's oath in 
May, 1631, before the order was passed, which restricted 
that privilege to church members only. He cultivated with 
success the six acres which he retained, and soon had a gar- 
den plot and an orchard, near his cottage and spring. These 
we take to have been situated in the neighbourhood of the 
present Alms House. The point, at which Cragie's bridge 
commences, is called, on the ancient plans of the town, 
Barton's point, and is the same referred to in the foregoing 
deposition. 

It was not very long before Mr. Blackstone found that there 
might be more than one kind of nonconformity, and was virtu- 
ally obliged to leave the remainder of his estate here, and re- 
move a second time into the wilderness. We have no thought 
that ' he was driven from Boston because he was an episcopal 
minister,' but a man may be very ill at ease in many a place 
where he may be allowed to stay by suflferance. Let the 
cause of his removal have been what it may, certain it is that 
he went and settled by the Pawtucket river, ' built a house 
and cultivated part of the land now comprising the Whipple 
farm in Cumberland,' Rhode Island. 

The place to which he removed, the ' Attleborough Gore ' 
of history, fell within the limits of Plymouth colony, in the 
records of which colony we find still farther memoirs of this 
respectable and memorable man. His name, however, does 
not occur in those records until the year 1661, when mention 
is made of a place ' called by the natives Waweepoonseag, 
where one Blackstone now liveth.' This was probably the 
aboriginal name of a rivulet, at present known as Abbot's 
Run, which is tributary to the Pawtucket. At this his new 
plantation he lived uninterrupted for many years, and there 
raised an orchard, the first that ever bore apples in Rhode 
Island. He had the first of the sort called yellow sweetings, 
that were ever in the world, and is said to have planted the 
first orchard in Massachusetts also. 

Mr. Blackstone's house was situated near the banks of the 
river, on a knoll which he named Study Hill. It was sur- 
rounded by a park, which was his favourite and daily walk 
for a series of years. Though he was far from agreeing in 
opinion with Roger Williams, he used frequently to go to 
Providence to preach the gospel; and to encourage his 
younger hearers, while he gratified his own benevolent dispo- 

» HuSincd N.E. p. 113. JoAiuon W. W. P. ch. ix. Magnalia i, 221. 
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sition, he would give them of his apples, which were the first 
they ever saw. It is said that when he grew old and unable 
to travel on foot, not having any horse, he used to ride on a 
bull, which he had tamed and tutored to that use. He died 
May 26, 1675, and lies buried on classick ground, on Study 
Hill, where a flat stone marks his grave. 

Concerning Mr. Blackstone's family we infer that it con- 
sisted of but three persons while he continued in Boston : he 
having had a portion for three heads allotted to him at Muddy 
River. His wife, whose name was Sarah, died about two 
years before him. He left a son named John, for whom 
guardians were appointed in 1675, and a daughter who was 
married to Mr. John Stevenson. 

The death of this venerable pilgrim happened at a critical 
period, the beginning of an Indian war. His estate was des- 
olated, and his house burnt by the natives. His library 
which contained a hundred and eighty-six volumes, from folios 
to pamphlets, shared the same fate. His family is now ex- 
tinct : but we hope and trust the musing stranger will hereaf- 
ter find his name on some marble tablet of historical inscrip- 
tions erected by the munificent hand of some Bostonian.* 



CHAPTER XI. 

For empire formed, and fit to rule the rest. 
Dryden, 

The long desired arrival of Mr. Cotton took place on the 
fourth of September, 1633. He came in the Grifiin, a ship 
of three hundred tons, which brought about two hundred 
other passengers. His celebrity which was great in England, 
had already filled the American settlements, and prepared 
him a most welcome reception. His talents were considered 
common property, and it was the immediate concern of the 
wise and good, where he should fix his residence and how 
receive an honourable support. He might have selected any 
situation in the country, and was indeed urged to accept seve- 
ral invitations other than what he received in Boston, but he 
was somewhat compelled by the advice of the Governour and 
a council of the elders in the colony, as well as the unanimous 
voice of the First Church here to bestow his principal labours. 
It was at first proposed that Mr. Cotton should be maintained 
from the treasury, in consideration of the political as well as 
ecclesiastical benefits, that were expected from his ministry ; 

* Mass. H. C. 2. ix. 174. 1. 170. 
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but the maturer judgment of a majority of the council quashr 
ed the proposal. 

Mr. Cotton was ordained teacher of the First Church on the 
tenth of October ; and on the same day Mr. Thomas Leverett 
was chosen a ruling elder, and Mr. Giles Firmin, sen. a godly 
apothecary from Sudbury in England was chosen deacon.* 
In addition to the imposition of the hands of the elders, as in 
the case of Mr. Wilson, the ceremony of calling on the people 
to signify their election of the candidate,. and on him to ac- 
knowledge his acceptance of their call, and also the presenta- 
tion of the right hand of fellowship by the neighbouring min- 
isters, was introduced on this occasion. Immediately upon 
his induction, Mr. Cotton entered upon the duties of his oflSce; 
and so great was his influence both in ecclesiastical and civil 
affairs, that the measures he recommended were forthwith 
adopted in the church, and his private political counsels were 
with equal readiness enforced hy the government.t 

Considerable trading had already been carried on at Bos- 
ton, but there appears not to have been any regular system 
introduced, until March, 1 634. In Gov. Winthrop's journal 
for that month, it is stated that by order of court a market 
was erected at Boston to be kept upon Thursday the fifth day 
of the week, being lecture day.j Samuel Cole set up the first 
house of entertainment, and John Cogan, merchant, the first 
shop. In July of the preceding year, a proposition had been 
made by the Plymouth people, to have the Bostonians join 
with them in trading to "Connecticut, but they thought fit not 
to meddle with it. 

The General Court this year held their session in Mr. Cot- 
ton's meeting house. It fell. to his lot to preach the Election 
sermon, and he improved the occasion to deliver this doctrine, 
that a magistrate ought not to be turned into the condition of 
a private man, without just cause and on publick conviction, 
any more than a magistrate may turn a private man out of his 
freehold without publick trial. His sermon, however, did not 
have the effect he probably intended ; for the freemen pro- 
ceeding forthwith to vote for a Governour and Deputy, Mr. 
Winthrop was left out, Mr. Dudley chosen in his place, and 
Mr. Roger Ludlow elected Deputy. A consequence of this 
change was that Newtown became the seat of government for 
the year ensuing. 



* This Mr. Firmin's son Giles practised physicli at Ipswich and afterwards returned to 
England, 

t Emcrion't Hist. First Cliurcli. 

{ This js the earliest notice of the Thursday lectures in the Journal, but an order of court, 
passed in October 1633, regulating the hours at which lectures should he held (1. P. M.) 
shows that they had been earlier established. 
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In the course of the fall, a little affair occurred which serves 
to show us somewhat of the spirit of the times. Some of tho 
^jeople liad heen abused and insulted on board a vessel in the 
harbour, and it was thought best not to suffer the insult to 
pass uiuioiiced. The power of government and the ad- 
vice of the ministers was put in requisition, and the supercar- 
go of the ship being on shore was summarily seized, and 
committed to custody till he gave bail that the offender should 
be forthcoming. Upon examination, not much could be made 
of the matter, and the bail was discharged with advice to ihe 
master not to bring any such disorderly persons this way 
again. _ ^ 

It will hardly be credited, yet it is true that so earlj' as the 
period of which we are treating, Mr. Cotton found it necessary 
to exert his influence to suppress superfluous and unnecessarily 
expensive fashions. The court in September of this year 
made a law, that tobacco should not be taken in company, or 
before strangers, and condemned to disuse a great variety of 
articles of dress. Gold or silver laces, girdles, or hat-bands, 
embroidered caps, immoderate great veils and immoderate 
great sleeves incurred' special disapprobation. Such things 
were all subject to forfeiture, with an exception that some of 
the articles already in use might be worn out. But a sermon 
of Mr. Cotton's at Salem had as powerful an effect as the fear 
of the law. In a morning service, he taught the women there, 
that they had no occasion to wear veils, in compliance with any 
scriptural direction, and they were so enlightened and convinc- 
ed by his discourse, that every woman in the afternoon appear- 
ed without her veil, and ever after considered it a shame to 
wear one. Mr. Cotton had before urged the same doctrine at 
Boston ; we may safely add, with like success.* 

We have now reached the date of the oldest volume of the 
town records, that remains extant. The first page commences 
with the doings of the first day of the seventh month, f 1634. 
This entry, and those made for a short time after, appeal- 
in the handwriting of Gov. Windiropja circumstance which 
makes us regret the more, that the records of the four first 
years should have been lost. We are thus left without diicct 
information of the course pursued in regard to the divisions 
of land among the settlers, and of other sieps they must have 
taken to bring their affairs into so sood order as we find them 
in, at this period. 

It is apparent from this first record that the management of 
the affairs of the town had been committed to a select body of 
men. The number at this period was ten, as appears fiom the 
following extract : 

' mnthrop, March 4, 1634. Hubbard, N. E. 205. 

t Equivalent to Scptcoiljer ; March being ccmaiJcred the first monlh. 
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' Monti) 8th, daj fitb. At a general meeting upon \»-h\<'-'k 
notice given liie filili day of the last week it was ordered ana 
agreed as follows : 

' Imprimis. Richard Bellingham, Esquire, and J. Cogan, 
merciiant, were chosen in the place of Giles Firmin, deceased, 
and Kobert Harding, now in Virginia, to make up the 10, to 
manage the afFjirs of the town.' 

Tlje persons thus chosen are not distinguished by the appel- 
lation of SiiLKCTMKN, till the year sixteen hundred and forty 
two : they were sometimes called Townsmen. Dorchester 
chose such a body in 10.33, for the first lime : it is probable 
that the measure had been previously adopted in Boston ; 
Ciiarlestown did not choose them till l(j.34. The courts of the 
colony had made no provisions for any such form of town gov- 
ernment, it is not till May 3d, lC36, that we find an order 
to the following effect : — The freemen of every town are era- 
powered to dispose of lands, grant lots and make such orders 
as may concern the well ordering of their town, not repugnant 
to laws of court or kingdom ; also to lay fines not exceeding 
twenty shillings, appoint officers, constables and surveyors. 
It is clear that the town of Boston exercised all this authority 
long before the passing of this order. The course had proba- 
bly been adopted by common consent, and some event may 
have occurred, which rendered it necessary to give the sanc- 
tion of the court to the procedure. 

The names of the first board of Selectmen on record are 
John Winthrop Giles Firmin [sen.] 

William Coddington John Coggeshall 

Capt. [John] Underbill William Pierce 
Thomas Oliver Robert Harding 

Thomas Leverett William Brenton. 

ft was customary for the inhabitants to meet to transact 
business relative to the police of the town immediately after 
the Tliursday lecture. On the 11th of Dec. 1G34, they met 
to choose seven men who should divide the town lands among 
tliem. They chose by ballot and elected all ' of the inferior 
son' except one of the elders and a deacon. This was done 
tlirougb fear that the richer gentlemen would not give the 
poorer class so large a proportion of the land as they thought 
should be allotted to them, but would rather leave a greater 
p;irt at liberty for new comers and for Common, which Gov. 
VVi[iti)i'op had often persuaded them was best for the town. 
]\[r. Cotton and otlicrs were offended at this proceeding. 
Mr. Winthrop expressed his regret that Boston should be the 
fust to shake off her magistrates; whereupon, on motion of 
Mr. Cotton, who showed them that it was scriptural to have 
all such business committed to tiie elders, they all agreed to 
have a new election, which was deferred to the next lecture day. 
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The town records are silent as to the names of the first 
' inferior sort :' those who were chosen at the second meet- 
ing, December 18th, 1634, were, 

Mr. Winthrop, Mr. Colburn, 

Mr. Coddington, Mr. Cotton, 

Mr. Oliver, and 

Mr. Bellingham, William Balston. 

The jealousy, manifested by the people on this occasion, was 
natural, and the exhibition of their power may have been 
politick and prudent : their submission to the arguments of 
Mr. Cotton and Mr. Winthrop was reasonable, and evinces a 
character, of which their posterity may without vanity be 
proud. 



CHAPTER XII. 

These drew not for their fields the sword 
Like tenants of a feudal lord. 

Scolt. 

This committee was empowered ' to divide and dispose of 
all such lands, belonging to the town, as are not yet in the 
lawful possession of any particular person, according to the 
orders of the court, leaving such portions in common, for the 
use of new comers, and the further benefit of the town, as in 
their best discretion they shall think fit — the islands hired by 
the town to be also included in this order.' On the ninth of 
February following, ' it is agreed by general consent, that all 
the inhabitants shall plant only upon such ground as is al- 
ready broken up, or inclosed, in the neck,* or else upon the 
ground at Noddle's Island from Mr. Maverick's grant, and 
that every able man, fit to plant, shall have allowed to him two' 
acres to plant on, and every able youth one acre, to be allotted 
out by Mr. Hutchinson, Mr. Cogan, Mr. Sampford, and Wil- 
liam Cheeseborough, and Mr. Brenton, or any (jhree of them.' 
Neither of these, it will be perceived, were on the former 
committee : their duties were different, the one regarding 
chiefly the lands within the peninsula, the other having refer- 



* Those who hare occasion to search the early records of the town, should know, that 
sometimes the whole peninsula was called the Neck ; sometimes that part only, which con- 
nects Boston with Roxbury ; and sometimes they will meet with the expression, within the 
Ifecky (and the tvm Necks^ and the intoard Neck.) These distinctions are to be particularly 
observed in tracing the original titles of the allotments.— 5Aaiu, 

8 
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ence to the lands at Muddy river, Pullin point, and other pla- 
ces assigned to Boston people for their improvement. 

What special care they took to preserve themselves a pe- 
culiar people, will appear from the record of the 30th No- 
vember, 1635. ' It is agreed, that no further allotments shall 
be granted unto any new comers, but such as may be likely 
to be received members of the congregation. — Item, that none 
shall sell their houses or allotments to any new comers, but 
with the consent and allowance of those that are appointed 
allotters. — Item, that all such as have allotments for habitation 
allotted unto them shall build thereon, before the first of the 
first month next, called March, or else it shall be in the power 
of the allotters to dispose of them.' Several instances occur- 
red in which these orders were faithfully executed : fines 
were inflicted on some who ventured to bargain for lands 
without permission, and sales were declared void. Those who 
failed to build were compelled to offer satisfactory excuse.* 

Four days after the passing of the above order, it was 
further agreed ' that in regard of the unequal disposing of the 
planting ground heretofore, none shall be accounted to have 
any estate of inheritance in any planting ground upon the 
neck save only in their house plots, gardens, and yards, until 
the town shall take order for a more equal disposing thereof 
by distribution. And on the 14th of December, ten days 
after the last, it is agreed by general consent, that the poorer 
sort of inhabitants, such as are members, or likely so to be, 
and have no cattle, shall have their proportion of allotments 
for planting ground and other assigned unto them by the al- 
lotters, and laid out at Muddy river by the aforenamed five 
persons, [viz. Messrs. Colburn, Aspinwall, Sampford, Balston, 
and Richard Wright] or four of them — those that fall between 
the foot of the hill and.the water, to have but four acres upon 
a head, and those that are farther off to have five acres for 
every head, the plot to begin next Muddy river side.' 

Conformably to the preceding orders a distribution was 
declared on the 3th of January 1638. The names of the 
heads of families arc recorded and the quantity of land allot- 
ted to each, with the boundaries of the same. The number 
of families of ' the poorer sort' provided for, was eighty-six, 



* Town KecoTds, June 6, 1636. ■ We find that Richard Fairbank bath sold unto two 
strangers the two houses in Sudbuiy end, that were Wm. Balston^s, contrary to a former or- 
der, and therefore the sale to be wrong, and the said R. F. to forfeit for bis breaking thereof 
five pounds. 

March 30, 1641. Notice shaU be given by the constables unto such as have not built upon 
their house lots, which have been set out to them above a year, that they come to the next 
meeting to show cause why their lots should not be granted to others, according to the orig;- 
Inal grant ; and if they come not, that then the town will dispose of them. 
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and the number of heads 337. Besides these, allotments 
were assigned to thirty other families, such as Gov. Win- 
throp's, Mr. Wilson's, Mr. Cotton's, Mr. Robert Keayne's and 
other principal persons, some of whom had upwards of 300 
acres apiece. 

On the tenth of January 1 642, it was found necessary to 
&dopt the following vote. ' Notwithstanding the order made 
concerning the disposing of land in this neck, on the fourth of 
the tenth, sixteen hundred thirty-five, yet for peace sake and 
for avoiding of confusion in the town, many lands having 
been bought and sold at dear rates, the rights of all lands 
disposed of, shall belong to the present owners as they should 
have done, if the former order had never been, and the said 
former order is hereby repealed. Provided, that this order 
shall not concern such marsh ground as hath been let from 
year to year.' 

Under date of March 4th ensuing we find another record 
on this subject, when it is ordered that the residue of the 
town's lands, not yet disposed of (excepting those that are 
laid out for commons at Boston, Braintree, and Muddy River) 
shall be divided amongst the present inhabitants, together 
with such as shall be admitted within two months now next 
following, and that in this manner, viz. a greater proportion 
to them that have had less than their due, and the less to 
them that have had more, and proportionally to them that 
have had none, and this is to be done by the Selectmen, 
chosen for the town's business. Finally on the 7th Sept. 
1645, we have this important entry ; ' whereas the several 
grants of house lots and other lands, recorded in this town 
book, are entered only as granted to the proprietors them- 
selves, without mention of their heirs, it has been thought fit 
to be hereby declared and ordered, that all such grants were 
and shall be intended to be estates in fee simple, with 
all due and usual privileges and appurtenances, and are to 
be so construed and taken, to all intents, except in such ca- 
ses wherein any particular estate for term of years is spe- 
cially expressed.' 

The foregoing citations present all our direct information 
of the course pursued, in regard to the division of land among 
the settlers at Boston. All the lands in the colony had be- 
come the property of the company by their charter, and 
Hubbard informs us, that at a court in May 1629, it was 
agreed, that every adventurer who had advanced fifty pounds 
should have 200 acres of land allowed him ; and that 60 
acres apiece should be allowed those, that went over at their 
own charge. This may account for some of the great lots 
we have mentioned. In the settlement of Salem, at first, the 
smallest families were entitled to ten-acre lots, with a reserve 
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of such common lands for pasture, as might accommodate 
them, near their own houses.* Johnson, in bis account of 
Woburn, gives us a more particular account of ' the manner 
how this people have populated their towns,' than we have 
discover-ed elsewhere. ' This town, as all others,'' saith he, 
' had its bounds fixed by the General Court, to the contents 
of four miles square : the grant is to seven men of good and 
honest report, upon condition, that, within two years, they 
erect houses thereon, and so go on to make a town thereof 
upon the Act of Court. These seven men have power to 
give and grant out lands unto any persons, who are willing to 
take up their dwellings within the said precinct, and to be ad- 
mitted to all common privileges of the said town, giving them 
such an ample portion, both of meadow and upland, as their 
present and future stock of cattle and hands were like to im- 
prove, with eye had to others, that might after come to popu- 
late the said town. This they did without any respect of 
persons ; yet such as were exorbitant, and of a turbulent 
spirit, unfit for a civil society, they would reject : till they 
come to mend their manners, such came not to enjoy any 
freehold. These seven men ordered and disposed of the 
streets of the town, as might be best for the improvement of 
the land, and that civil and religious society maintained. To 
which end, those that had land nearest the place for Sabbath 
assembly, had a lesser quantity at home and more farther off, 
to improve for corn of all kinds. They refused not men for 
their poverty, but according to their ability were helpful to 
the poorest sort, in building their houses, and distributed to 
them land accordingly : the poorest had six or severt acres of 
meadow and twenty-five of upland or thereabouts. Thus was 
this town populated, and after this manner are the towns of 
New England peopled.' 

That the inhabitants of Boston were equally careful as to 
the character of those they received among them, as were the 
people of Woburn, we have already seen, and they continued 
to be so for a series of years. At a Selectmen's meeting, 
January, 1637, ' it was agreed that Widow Bushnell, George 
Harwood, and John Low, the wheelwright, shall have house 
lots and gardens upon the usual condition of inoffensive carriage. 
In 1652, Feb. Richard Woody is admitted an inhabitant on 
condition he shall not be offensive by his trade. August, 1657, 
John Pierce is admitted an inhabitant upon the testimony of 
James Everill and Isaac Collamore. Care was also taken, 
to secure the town from charge on account of new comers, 
and bonds were required to that effect, before leave to reside 



• Hubhari, N. E. 12S — Mass. H. 0. I. vi. 232.— W.W. P. ch. uii. See a^ BiKcA. coll. 
of papers, p. 88. 91. 
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herccould be obtained. This practice commenced as early , 
as 1 652, and the bonds are recorded in this stile, sc. ' Marga- 
ret Norris, an Irishwoman is admitted into the town, and 
David Faulkoner is bound to secure the town from any charge 
as respecting her, in a bond of seven pounds. Witness his hand 

Mark 

Hawtr D. F. jf attlftonrr. 

26th, ofSth. 1658.' 

One of the privileges of being admitted an inhabitant was 
the right to improve the common lands, which so far as we 
can learn appear to have been, reserved in every town. Prior 
to 1640 mention is frequently made of town fields, in the 
Boston records, apd they seem to have been inclosed by gen- 
eral fence. Thus, in Feb. 1635 we read, ' all the fences are 
to be made sufficient by the seventli of the second month, and 
they to be looked unto by our brother Grubb and Hudson 
for the mm field ; brother Penniman and brother Coiburn for 
the field by him, and by brother Penn and brother Belcher 
for the fort-field ; brother Matson and brother Everill at the 
mill-field.'' 

Again, March 1, 1636. All the fences belonging to the 
town fields are to be overseen and looked unto thus, ' the field 
towards Roxbury by Jacob Eliot and Jonathan Neegoose ; 
the fort field by James Penn and Richard Gridley ; the mill 
field by John Button and Edward Bendall, and the new field 
by John. Audley and Thomas Fairweather.' In June, ' a suf- 
ficient footway is ordered to be made from W. Coiburn' s field 
and unto Samuel Wilbour's field next Roxbury, by the sur- 
veyors of high ways.' 

Of the abovenamed fields that next to Roxbury* comprised 
what we at present call the neck ; the fort field that portion 
of the town lying round about Fort hill : the mill field was at 
the north part of the town, and was so called from the wind- 
mill, which stood on what is at present called Copp's hill : the 
new field was that purchased of Mr. Blackstone, and included 
the ground in the vicinity of the General Hospital ;* out of all 
these, lots were from time to time granted to individuals. 
The field by Mr. Coiburn contained the greater part t of the 
present Common, and probably extended at that time as far 
as Beacon street. 



* See town records Dec. 28, 1642, and Oct. 3S, 1639. 

t On the 6th October 1787 Wm. Foster conveyed to the town of Boston " a certain tract of 
land containing two acres and one eighth of an acre situated lying and being near the Com- 
mon and bounded E. on the highway, 324 ft. North on the Common 29S ft. 5 in. W. on 
tke iKu) burial ground, 302 ft. 3 in. S. on Pleasant St. 281 ft. 9 inches," which inakw the 
Southeast corner of the present GoRimon. 
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' Respecting this the following vote was passed on the 30th 
of March 1640, 'Henceforth there shall be no land granted 
either for house plot or garden to any person, out of the open 
ground or common field, which is left between the Sentry hill 
and Mr. Colburn's end, except three or four lots to make up 
the street from brother Robert Walker's to the round marsh.' 
This vote was followed in May, 1646, by these, 1. — It is grant- 
ed that all the inhabitants shall have equal right of com- 
monage in the town : those who are admitted by the town 
are to be inhabitants. 3. — It is ordered that all who shall after 
the date hereof, come to be an inhabitant in the town of Bos- 
ton shall not have right of commonage, unless he hire it of 
them that are commoners. 3. — There shall be kept out of 
the Common by the inhabitants of the town but seventy 
milch kine. 4. — No dry cattle, young cattle, or horse, shall 
be free to go on the common this year, but one horse of Elder 
Oliver. 5. — No inhabitant shall sell his right of commonage, 
but may only let it out to hire from year to year. 6. — No 
common marsh or pasture ground shall hereafter, by gift or 
sale, exchange or otherwise, be counted unto propriety, with- 
out consent of the major part of the inhabitants of the town.' 

Thus stood the subject of the Common until May 1660, 
when ' upon motion of some the inhabitants of Boston, the 
General Court ordered, that the selectmen of the town from 
time to time shall, and are hereby empowered to order the 
improvement and feeding of their commons, within the neck 
of land, by such cattle as they shall deem meet, any law, 
usage, or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.' 

It seemed expedient to throw these materials together in 
this place, in order that the reader might acquire some idea 
of the manner in which the town and individuals obtained 
their title to their several estates. We leave the after history 
of the Common to be introduced in another place. 



CHRONOLOGICAL ITEMS. 
Continued from p. 40. 

1 632. July. The congregation, i. e. the church at Boston 
wrote to the elders and brethren of the other churches for 
their advice on these questions, to wit, whether one person 
might be a civil magistrate and a ruling elder at the same 
time ? if not, then which should he lay down ? and whether 
there might be divers pastors in the same church ? The first 
was agreed by all negatively ; the second, doubtful ; the 
thii-d, doubtful also. In consequence of this decision, Mr. 
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Nowell, who was then an Elder in the Boston church, relin- 
quished that office and devoted himself to the duties of a ci- 
vilian. 

Aug, 20. Gov. Winthrop has a son born, who is baptized 
by the name of William. The Governour himself held the 
child, as others in the congregation did use. William (saith 
he) signifies a common man."" 

Sept. 4. Court at Boston. Order a man to be severely 
whipt for cursing, swearing, justifying the same, and glorying 
in it. 

Oct. 3. Every one shall pay a penny sterling for every 
time of taking tobacco in any place. 

18. Capt. Camock and Mr. Vesy, a merchant from Pisca- 
taqua, bring sixteen hogsheads of corn to the windmill at 
Boston. 

1633. March 4. Roxbury, Watertown, and Newtown are 
assessed six pounds, and Boston only five pounds, of a tax 
of £30. 

The first notorious thief in Massachusetts is censured thus : 
all his estate forfeited ; out of which double restitution shall 
be made to those whom he hath wronged ; shall be whipt, 
and bound as a servant to any that will retain him for three 
years, and after to be disposed of by the court, as they shall 
think meet. 

May. We had sent forth a pinnace after the pirate Dixey 
Bull, but when she had been gone two weeks, she came 
home, having not found him. 

Jiug. 220 persons had joined Boston church : men 130. 

Sept. Every hand, except magistrates and ministers, is to 
assist in finishing the fort at Boston. 

Mr. Cotton desired baptism for his son, born on their pas- 
sage, whom he therefore named Seaborn. 

Oct. 2. The bark Blessing which had been sent to the 
Southward returned : she had been at Long Island. 

J^crc. A small ship of about sixty tons was built at Med- 
ford and called the Rebecca. 

Mr. Wilson, by leave of the congregation of Boston, went to 
Agawam (Ipswich) to teach the people of that plantation. 

Chicatabot dies, and many of his people. This chief used 
frequently to come to Boston, and was on very friendly terms 
•with Gov. Winthrop. At one time he came with his sannops 
and squaws, and presented the governour with a bushel of 
corn. After taking some refreshments, and having each a 



* Journeil- Prime, under date Oct. 29, 1630, says, ' The first recorded as baptized in the 
Boston church are said to be baptized in said church in this month, and are only three, 
namely, Joy and Rccompmce, daughters of Br. John Milles ; and Pitie, daughter of our 
brother Wm. Baulstone. 
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cup of sack, with a taste of tobacco, he ordered the whole 
party away in a thunder storm. Only himself with one 
squaw and sannop staid over night, and the Governour allow- 
ed him to sit at his table, where he behaved himself as sober- 
ly as an Englishman. He sometimes wore English clothes, 
and as his best dress had become rather the worse for age, 
he applied to the Governour, in honest simplicity, to sell him 
a suit. The Governour, assuming the dignity of his ofSce, 
told him that English sagamores did not use to truck; and 
calling his tailor he ordered him to make a fuH suit for Chica- 
tabot. They were to be ready in three days, and he engag- 
ed to come for them : but as he had no wish to be under an 
obligation, he left two good skins of beaver as a present for 
the Governour. He returned At the time appointed, and his 
regimentals were in readiness. They suited him finely and 
he was mightily pleased. The Governour complimented him 
farther with a collation, ' but he would not eat till the Gover- 
nour had given thanks, and after meal he desired him to do 
the like, and so departed.' In this he exhibited more polite- 
ness than some of his brother chiefs, who while on a visit here 
were invited to attend a sermon ; for they got weary of the 
service, and went out and broke into a neighbouring house, 
and without ceremony satisfied their hungry appetites with 
the best they could find. 

This year a water mill was built at Roxbury. 

1634. March. Boston and Roxbury disagree about their 
bounds. 

4. A man that had often been punished for drunkenness, is 
now ordered to wear a red D about his neck for a year. 

There was stirred up a spirit of jealousy between Mr. 
James the pastor of Charlestown and many of his people, so 
as Mr. Nowell, and some others who had been dismissed 
from Boston, began to question the fact of breaking from Bos- 
ton, and it grew to such a scruple of conscience among them, 
that the advice of the other ministers was taken in it, who 
after two meetings could not agree about their continuance or 
return. 

April 3. Gov. Winthrop went on foot to Agawam, and 
because the people there wanted for a minister, spent the 
sabbath with them, and exercised by way of prophecy. 

'20. John Coggeshall, gent, being dismissed from the church 
of Roxbury to Boston, though he were well known and ap- 
proved, yet was not received but by confession of his faith. 

May. By this time the fort at Boston was in defence, and 
divers pieces of ordnance mounted in it. 

The week the court was, there arrived six ships with store 
pf passengers and cattle. 
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Kov. The Rebecca came from Narraganset with 500 bush- 
els of corn. 

1635. Jan. 13. The church of Boston kept a day of hu- 
miliation, for the absence of their pastor and other brethren 
gone to England, and like to be troubled and detained there, 
and for that the Lord had made a breach upon them (by the 
drowning of two men and two boys a short time previous.) 
Mr. Cotton preached out of Numbers xxxv. 13, and one of 
the members taught from these words, Wherefore doth a living 
man coinplain ? 

March 23. Whereas the wood upon the neck of land 
toward Roxbury gate, this la,st winter, hath been disorderly 
cut off and wasted, whereby the poor inhabitants are disap- 
pointed of relief they might have had there, in after and 
needful times, now it is generally agreed that Mr. Treasurer 
[Coddington], Mr. Bellingham, and Mr. Wm. Hutchinson, 
with the three deacons, shall consider who have been faulty 
herein, and set down what restitution of wood unto the poor 
such shall make, according to their several proportions/ allot- 
ted by the major part of these six. 

OO" Item. That whosoever at any publique meeting shall 
fall into any private conference to y= hindring of y* publique 
businesses, shall forfeit for every such offence twelve pence 
to be paid into y" constable's hand for publique uses. 

May 6. A general court was held at Newtown, when John 
Haynes, Esq. (of Newtown) was chosen Gov. and Richard 
Bellingham, Esq. (of Boston) Dep. Gov. The Governour 
and Deputy were elected hy papers wherein their names 
were written, biit the Assistants were chosen by papers with- 
out names; thus the Governour propounded one to the peo- 
ple, when they all went out, and came in at one door, and 
every man delivered a paper into a hat — such as voted for 
the party named, gave in a paper with some figure or scroll 
on it, others gave in a blank. 

A BEACON is to be set on the Sentry hill at Boston, to give 
notice to the country of any danger ; to be guarded by one 
man stationed near, and fired as occasion may be. 

Boston differs with Dorchester about their bounds at Mt. 
Wolaston, and with Charlestown concerning Romney Marsh. 
These matters are considered in General Court. 

Absence from church meetings on the Lord's day is com- 
plained of, and the subject submitted to cognizance of two 
Assistants, who may correct offenders at discretion, by fine 
not to exceed lO*. or by imprisonment. 

It is worthy of note here, that hitherto the punishments in- 
flicted for crimes had been in most cases ex post facto, and 
some.of thera pretty severe, putting in jeopardy both life and 
9 
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limbi : branding with a hot iroHj and clipping dff the ears 
were very cominon things. But now ' the deputies having 
conaeived greater danger to our state, in regaird that our ma- 
gistrates, for want of positive laws in many cases, might pro- 
ceed according to their discretions, it was agreed that some 
mpn should be appointed to frame. a body of grounds of laws, 
in resemblance to a Magna Charta, which being allowed by 
some of the ministers and the General Court, should be receiv- 
ed for fundamental laws.' Messrs. Cotton and Bellingham 
were members of the commission for this important purpose, 
and had the greatest sl^are in the work. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

" My father was as brave a lord 
As ever Europe miglit afford ; 
My moUier was a lady bright." 

On the sixth of October, 1635, there arrived at Boston 
two ships, the Defence and the Abigail. Mr. Wilson the 
pastor of Boston church was one of the passengers, and Mr. 
Henry Vane was another. The fame acquired by the latter 
in the course of his life, renders his character and history 
while here peculiarly interesting. Gov. Winthrop thus intro- 
duces him : ' one Mr. Henry Vane (son and heir to Sir Henry 
Vane, comptroller of the King's house,) a young gentleman 
of excellent parts, who had been employed by his father, 
when he was embassador, in foreign affaii-s, yet being called 
to the obedience of the gospel, forsook the honours and pre- 
ferment of the court to enjoy the ordinances of Christ in 
their purity here. His father, being ver}' averse to this way, 
would hardly have consented to his coming hither ; but that 
on acquainting the King with his son's disposition and desire, 
he ccrmmanded him to send him hither, and gave him license 
to stay three years.' 

English authors represent him as a man of profound dissim- 
ulatiop, and of quick conception : very eloquent, ready, 
sharp and weighty in his expressions : of a pleasant wit, and 
great understanding, piercing into and discerning the pur- 
poses of other men with wonderful sagacity, whilst he had 
himself a true vultum clausum, such a singular countenance 
that no man could guess from it what he intended. 

At the time of his arrival here, Mr. Vane was but twenty- 
three years of age: he made great professions of religion, 
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was enthu,siasticl(, and conformed to the peculiar scruples of 
the day. The people of Boston very soon became attached 
to him. He was admitted into the church on the first of No- 
vember, and on the SQth of that month we find his name in 
the following important regulation, adopted in a general town- 
meeting ; 

'None of the members of this congregation, or inhabitants 
amongst us, shall sue one another at the law, before that Mr. 
Henry Vane and the two elders, Mr. Thomas Oliver and 
Thomas Leverett, have had the hearing and deciding of the 
cause, if they can.' 

It does not appear that it was found expedient to renew 
this order, in any future year. 

The next notice we find of Mr. Vane is that he united with 
Hugh Peters, also a famous man afterwards, in endeavours to 
procure a reconciliation between the magistrates and some 
Other ' persons of quality.' There was not indeed any pub- 
lick or notorious disagreement existing, that required this 
interference, but there was ev^ently some alienation of affec- 
tion, and the result of it had been that factions were beginning 
to rise among the people, some adhering more to Winthrop 
and some more to Dudley, of whom the former was thought 
to be too lenient and the latter too severe. At the meeting 
now procured by Vane and Peters, explanations were made 
on all sides, and harmony restored on terms which were sat- 
isfactory to all. 

It is not strange that the man whom the people of Boston 
had thought worthy of their highest confidence, and who had 
shown so good a faculty at regulating magistrates themselves, 
should be thought worthy to be himself elected to some office, 
Accordingly, having been admitted a fceenlan on the third of 
March, Mr. Vane was at the next Election, in May 1636, 
chosen Goyernour of the colony.* ' Mr. Winthrop was at the, 
same time chosen Dep. Governour. On this occasion Hutchr 
inson remarks, that Gov. Haynes who seemed tp stand most 
in the vyay of Mr. Winthrop had left the colony, and was set- 
tled in Connecticut ; and Mr. Winthrop would have had a 
good prospect of recovering his former share of the people's 
regard, if Mr. Vane's solemn, grave deportment had not en- 
gaged, almost the whole colony in his favour. 

Gov. Vane had great respect shown to him at first, and 
took more state upon him, than any Governour had ever done 
before. (' Because he was son and heir to a privy counsellor 
in England') the ships in the harbour, which were 15 in num- 
ber, congratulated his election with a salute ; and the next 

* Roger Williams had previoUBly to this received sentence of banishment, on account of 
bis Eentini^nts, and left this jurisdiction in Janufiry 1636. 
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•week he invifed all the masters to dinner. This was the first 
entertainment of the kind in Boston. Mr. Vane took advan- 
tage of the good feelings occasioned, and brought the cap- 
tains to enter into some engagements respecting their trade 
and conduct here, which promised much utility, but which 
were never effectually carried into execution. His adminis- 
tration for several months met with much applause, but 
towards the end of the year the people grew discontented and 
he perceived it, and grew weary of the government. He 
received letters from his friends in London urging his return 
home : Messrs. Winthrop and Dudley, to whom as members 
with himself of the standing council he first communicated 
thera, were agreed that the occasion would justify his compli- 
ance with the request. He therefore called a meeting of the 
general court, and made known to them the necessity there 
was for his departure, and of course for his quitting the ad- 
ministration. The court took time till the next morning to 
consider the subject, and when they met, one of the Assist- 
ants so pathetically lamented the loss of such a governour, at 
a period of so much danger, both from the French and the 
Indians, that Mr. Vane burst into tears, and avowed, that 
notwithstanding the occasion on which he proposed to leave 
the country involved tlie utter ruin of his estate in England, 
he would yet have hazarded all that, rather than have left 
them at such a crisis, if other things had not pressed him more. 
He alluded to the inevitable daiiger of the judgments which 
he feared were coming upon them, for the diflferences and 
dissensions which he saw among them, and the scandalous 
imputations brought upon himself, as if he were the cause of 
all : therefore he thought it was best for him to give place for 
i time. The addition of the last reasons displeased the 
court, but upon his acknowledgment, that the expression of 
them slipped from him out of passion, the court silently con- 
sented to his departure. But some of the church of Boston, 
being loth to part with the Governour, had a meeting and 
agreed that they did not apprehend the necessity of the Gov- 
ernour's leaving, for the reasons alleged, and sent some of 
their number to signify as much to the court. The Govern- 
our thereupon expressed himself to be an obedient child of the 
church, and therefore, notwithstanding the license of the 
court, he durst not go away contrary to her expressed will. 

The differences and dissensions to which the Governour 
referred, originated in the Boston church, which it will be 
recollected at that time composed the great body of the peo- 
ple of the town. The members of the church had been ac- 
customed to meet once a week, to repeat the sermons they 
had heard on the Lord's day, and to debate upon the doc- 
trines that had been delivered. These meetings being pecu- 
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liar to the men, at least none of the other sex being allowed 
to take part in the debates, some of the zealous women 
thought it might be useful for them to have such meetings 
among themselves. Accordingly, Mrs, Ann, wife of Mr. 
William Hutchinson, a woman of a bold and masculine spirit, 
of ready talents and great flow of speech, established one at 
her house. 

Mr. Hutchinson was a man of fair estate and sustained a 
good reputation in England. His wife, as Mr. Cotton says, 
was also highly esteemed, and people of piety cultivated her 
acquaintance. After she came to Boston, which wasjonthe 
18th September 1634, she was treated with respect. Much 
notice was taken of her by Mr. Cotton, and particularly by 
Mr. Vane. Her husband served in the General Court on 
several elections as a representative for Boston, until he was 
excused at the desire of the church. So much attention 
seems to have increased Mrs. Hutchinson's natural vanity, 
and produced too much self-confidence. 

The novelty of the thing and the fame of Mrs. H. quickly 
gained her a numerous audience at her meetings. They 
were kept every week, and from sixty to eighty women 
would usually attend. Mrs. H. took the lead in prayer and 
in the repetition of Mr. Cotton's sermons, and afterwards 
made reflections of her own. She grounded her practice on 
the injunction given by Paul, that the elder women should 
teach the younger. At first these meetings were generally 
approved, but after some time it appeared that Mrs. H. was 
in the habit of making an invidious distinction between the 
ministers in the colony : two or three of them she allowed to 
be sound men, under the covenant of grace; the rest she con- 
demned as under the covenant of works. 

Mr. John Wheelwright, a brother-in-law to Mrs. Hutchin- 
son, a minister of character for learning and piety, joined 
with her in sentiment. To their fault of classing the clergy 
under so exceptionable a distinction, as was that of grace 
and works in those days, they added the propagation of two 
tenets, which were deemed to be dangerous errours : 1. That 
the person of the Holy Ghost dwells in a justified person. 2. 
That sanctification is no proof of justification. And Mrs. H. 
maintained the belief, that individuals might, as herself had 
been, be favoured with immediate revelations equally infal- 
lible with the scriptures. 

It was not long before it was found, that the far greater 
part of the Boston church, with Mr. Cotton and Gov. Vane 
(whom Mr. Winthrop yet styles a wise and godly gentleman, 
when he records the fact in his journal) held to the doctrine 
of the indwelling of the Holy Ghost : but Mr. Vane went^so 
far before the rest as to maintain the idea of a personal 
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union. Mr. Wintbrop, with Mr. Wilson the pastor, and four 
or five other members, denied both. The parties discussed 
their different opinions in writing, and came to this conclur 
sion ; that they all agreed in the chief matter of substance, 
namely, that the Holy Ghost is God, and doth dwell in the 
believer, as the Father and Son are both said also to do; but 
as the scriptures do not declare the manner of this union, and 
as the mention of the person of the Holy Ghost is not found 
in them, nor in the writings of the primitive churches for the 
three first centuries, it was earnestly desired, and one would 
think must have been agreed, that the word person should be 
forborne, as tending only to doubtful disputation. 

Such were some of the notions that turned the city upside 
down, as they are unintelligibly communicated to us. Had 
the trouble ended here, as it ought to have done, we should 
probably have known still less about it. But opinions had 
been expressed too freely, and some persons retained too 
much attachment to their own notions to let the matter rest. 
On the contrary, affairs were so managed that the Boston 
church became embroiled in its own private concerns, and 
before the close of the diflBculty, found herself opposed to all 
the other churches in the country, and ministers and magis- 
trates in all quarters arrayed against her. 

Some members of this church were strongly inclined to 
have Mr. Wheelwright settled as a colleague with Messrs. Wil- 
son and Cotton. It was proposed on a Lord's day, and 
another day appointed for deciding on the measure. When 
the question was introduced, one of the members, probably 
Mr. Winthrop, rose and declared that he could not give his 
consent. The reason be assigned was, that he considered 
the church already furnished with able ministers, with whose 
sentiments and dispositions they were well acquainted, and 
whose services had been highly blessed : he saw no urgent 
necessity for the proposed step, and therefore doubted the 
propriety of putting the welfare of the church to the least 
hazard, by calling in another man who was known to hold 
obnoxious sentiments. Gov. Vane expressed his surprise at 
such objections, as Mr. Cotton bad lately approved Mr. 
Wheelwright's doctrines. Mr. C. did not precisely recollect, 
and desired Mr. Wheelwright to explain some expressions 
attributed to him. He did so, and in such a manner that the 
first mentioned member was obliged to say he thought it quite 
likely that he and Mr. Wheelwright might agree; but still, not- 
withstanding he allowed hjm to be a very good man and very 
capable minister, he could not consent to choose him for a 
teacher here, for he was at best too apt to raise ' doubtful dis- 
putations.' On the whole, the church concluded to give way, 
with the understanding that Mr. Wheelwright might be called 
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to a new church about to be formed at Mount Wolaston. 
Thus the influence of one reasonable man, who obstinately 
d ares to do his duty, may oftentimes prevent his friends from 
iftjuring themselves. Mr. Witithrop, however, was not for- 
given for this opposition to the wishes of so many, until he 
offered an apology for the manner in which he made it. 

The ministers in the other towns could not be inactive wit- 
nesses of what was taking place in Boston : indeed the Boston 
ideas had crept into some of their churches. They had re- 
paired hither, to examine the case in a private and friendly 
wayj soon after the obnoxious doctrines were broached. On 
the subject of sanctification, they could not find much difference 
between themselves and Messrs.Cotton and Wheelwright, buton 
the other subject of the personal union, they could not agree. 
The Court at last in a more formal way called in the aid of 
the clergy, and so a joint meeting of ministers and magistrates 
was held to exterminate heresy. 

In the course of this conference Mr. Peters took occasion to 
tell Governour Vane that within less than two years since, the 
churches were in peace ; and besought him to consider his short 
experience, and to beware of hasty and peremptory conclu- 
sions, which he perceived him to be very liable to. The bear- 
ing of these kind hints could not be misunderstood. Mr. Wilson 
made a very sad speech on the condition of the churches, and 
on the unavoidable danger of a separatibn, if the differences 
and alienations were not speedily remedied ; and he laid tho 
blame of all the trouble at the door of the new opinionists. All 
the magistrates except Gov. Vane and two others, (probably 
Messrs. Coddington & Dummer) and all the ministers except 
two, confirmed his declaration. 

This speech of Mr. Wilson was taken so ill by Mr. Cotton 
and others of his church, that they called on him to obtain 
satisfaction. But Mr. Wilson, and some others considered 
that the call of the court made the case a special one, and 
left him at liberty, indeed made it his duty, to speak freely. 
In regard to any allusion to particular churches, he assured 
them that he meant not the Boston church or its members 
more than cithers. This explanation would not satisfy, and 
he was called to answer publickly for his offence, on Lord's 
day, Dec. 31, 1636. There Mr. Vane pressed it violently 
against him, and so did all the church, except Mr. Winthrop 
and one or two others. It was strange, says the Governour's 
journal, ' to see how such as had known Mr. Wilson so long, 
and known what good he had done for that church, should 
fall upon him with such bitterness for justifying himself in a 
good cause ; for he was a very holy and upright man, and 
for faith and love inferior to none in the country, and most 
dear to all men.' Mr. Cotton joined with the church in their 
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judgment of him, not without some appearance of prejudice, 
yet with much wisdom and moderation. They were eager 
to proceed to present censure ; but Mr. Cotton dissuaded 
them from that, on the ground that ' it might not be done be- 
cause some opposed it :' so he gave him a grave exhortation. 
Mr. Cotton was three years older than Mr. Wilson, and two 
years older than Gov. Winthrop. Notwithstanding the ad- 
monition, Mr. Wilson preached on the next Lord's day, and 
acquitted himself so satisfactorily that Gov. Vane himself, as 
was the custom in those days, ' gave publick witness to him.' 

This was not the end of the church's contentions. One re- 
puted heresy paved the way for another, till at length the sa- 
gacity of some pien could discover at least eighty dangerous 
doctrines to prevail, either in the form of explicit avowal or of 
necessary inference. Partly on account of this trouble a gen- 
eral fast was kept in January 1637. But the observance of 
no rites whateve.r was able to abolish the existing differences 
or points of faith. Mr. Cotton alone of all the settled clergy 
was on one side ; and the very circumstance of his dissenting 
from his brethren was suflBcient to give the dispute a wider 
notoriety and keener edge. The whole country was by this 
time divided. One party ranged itself on the side of justifica- 
tion, and the other on that of sanclification; and the distinction 
between the advocates of free grace, and the adherents to 
works, was as broad as that which separates protestants from 
papists. 

The General Court which commenced its session in March 
upheld its interest in the controversy. 'It had a party in fa- 
vour of Mr. Cotton and his church, but the majority was on 
the side of Mr. Wilson and his friends. Of course the correct- 
ness of the proceedings against him was questioned, and the 
church decided to have been in the wrong: his speech in the 
last court and the whole tenour of his conduct were adjudged 
not only faultless but reasonable. 

Mr. Wheelwright had been so injudicious as to preach' a 
sermon on the late fast day, which was calculated to inflame 
rather than to allay the irritation already existing. It was 
understood that he was to be called in question at this court 
for the seditious tendency of that sermon. Nearly all the 
church of Boston therefore interposed, and presented a peti- 
tion or remonstrance on the subject, in which they demanded 
that as freemen they might be present in cases of judicature, 
and that the court should declare whether they had a right 
to deal in cases of conscience before the church. The peti- 
tion was rejected as a groundless and presumptuous act. The 
court proceeded to adjudge Mr. Wheelwright to be guilty 
of sedition and also of contempt. Gov. Vane and 
some others offered a protest which was rejected. The 
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church of Boston also offered another petition in which they 
justified ^r. Wheelwright's sermon. In conclusion, sentence 
was deferred till the next Court. When they were about 
adjourning, it was moved that the next session should fie held 
at Newtown. Gov. Vane, considering it an undeserved re- 
proach upon the people of Boston, refused to put the vote. 
The deputy, Mr. Winthrop, being also a Boston man, declin- 
ed doing it, except the court required it : so the honour fell 
to Mr. Endicott, who put the question and it was carried in 
the affirmative. 

We find no event in the course of the history of Boston, 
which appears to have excited more universal interest in the 
people of the town than this Antinomian controversy, as it 
was called. Whether their religious notions were right or 
wrong, it is impossible to tell ; but it is evident that they felt 
their rights as an independent church to be encroached upon, 
and that they were jealous for their political privileges. The 
next court was held, according to vote, on the 17th of May. 
Spon as the meeting was oi-ganized, which Was about one 
o'clock, a petition was offered by those from Boston. Gov. 
Vane would have read it ; but Mr. Winthrop declared it to 
be out of order, as this was a court of election. Others also 
opposed the reading; because the petition being upon some 
' pretence of liberty' (a favourite Boston notion) would spend 
the whole day in debate. Mr. Wilson, in his zeal, got upon 
the bough of a tree (it was warm weather, and the election 
was carried on in the field) and there made a speech, advising 
the people to look to theirjcharter and proceed to the business 
of the day. The people apf)lauded him and cried out Elec- 
tion ! Election! thfegreait majority was for proceeding. Gov. 
Vane and his friends were not contented, till the deputy told 
him^ that if he would not go on, himself and the re§t would 
proceed without him. Upon this he yielded, and the election 
resulted in a return to the original establishment, Mr. Win- 
throp fo^ Governour and Mr. Dudley for Deputy. Some 
nevP assistants were chosen, and Mr. Varle, Mr. Coddlngton 
and Mr. Richard Dummer left entirely out of office. This 
meeting was very tumultuous ; some fierce speeches were 
made- and blows struck,- but the strength being evidently on 
one side, the other soon grew quiet. 

Boston had deferred the choice of her representatives till 
the election for Governour should be over. The next morn- 
ing, Mr. Vane, Mr. Coddington and Mr. Atherton Hough 
were chosen. The court considered this selection an insult, 
and sent them home again, on the ground that two of the 
freemen of Boston had not. been notified. On a new choice 
the next day, the town returned the same gentlemen, and ' the 
10 
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court not finding how they might reject them, thej were 
adinilled.' 

Upon the election of Mr. Winthrop, the four Serjeants, who 
had attended the former Governour to the court, being all 
Boston men, laid down their halberds and went home, refus- 
ino- to perform any such service in honour of Gov. Winthrop.* 
Mr. Vane and Mr. Coddington being discontented that the 
people had left them out of all office, refused to sit in the 
magistrates' seat in the meeting-house, and took their seats 
with the deacons, although Gov. W. politely invited them to 
sit with him. 

Mr. Wheelwright appeared at this court, according to order, 
but as a day of fasting had been appointed for the 25th of 
the month, ' when it was agreed that all the churches should 
choose men to meet and confer about the differences,' the 
court gave him respite to the nfext session, which was appoint- 
ed for the first Tuesday in August. They gave him that time 
to consider whether he would retract his errours and make 
submission, or abide the decision of the court. His answer was 
noble : ' if I have been guilty of sedition, let me die ; recan- 
tation is out of the question : if you proceed thus unrighteous- 
ly against me, I shall appeal to the tribunal of my king.' 

There was some expectation, about this time, of an arrival 
from England, with a party of emigrants favourable to the 
sentiments prevailing in Boston. This court therefore seiz' 
ed the opportunity of preventing such a calamity as they 
supposed their settlement here would be, and passed a 
law which prohibited all persons to entertain any stranger, 
who should come with intention to reside, without liberty 
from one of the standing council or two other assistants. This 
was a very severe order, and was so disliked by the people 
of Boston, that upon the Governour's return from court, they 
all refused to go out to meet him, or show him any respect. 

Mr. Cotton was so dissatisfied with this law, that he was on 
the point of removing to New-Haven. A defence of it was 
published by the magistrates, and answered by Mr. Vane, 
who was replied to, probably by Gov. Winthrop.f But ar- 
guments served only to make each party better satisfied of 
their own correctness. The difference between Mr. Vane and 
the Governour became so great, that Vane refused an invita- 
tion to a dinner, given by the Governour in honour of Lord 
Leigh, a young nobleman, who was here on a visit to the 



* The country taking notice of this, offered to send in some from the neighhouring towns to 
carry the halbei'ds by course, and upon that the town of Boston offered to send some men 
but not the Serjeants : the Governour chose rather to make use of two of bis «wn servants. 

t See Hutch, coll. of papers, p. 67— 84i 
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country. Hie lordship and Mr. Vane prepared lo return in 
August. At their departure (Aug. 2) Mr. Vane's friends as- 
sembled and accompanied him to the boat. A military com- 
pany being under arms, gave them ' divers volleys of shot,' 
and five pieces of ordnance, and they had five more at the 
castle. 'The governour was absent, attending court at New- 
tovTi\, ' but he had left order with the captain for their hon- 
ourable dismission.' 

On Mr. Vane's return to England he assumed an active 
part in the political affairs of the kingdom ; was knighted in 
1640; joined the party that was against King Charles, and 
after the restoration was tried for high treason and beheaded 
June 14, 1662. 

He had lived, while in Boston, in the house which now 
stands on the westerly side of Common Street, (within the 
square Fh of our plan,) on one of the Tremont hillocks, next 
northeasterly to the mansion house of Lieut. Gov. Phillips. 
This is the oldest house in the city of which we have any ac- 
count. It was originally small. Mr. Vane gave it to Mr. 
Cotton, who made an addition to it, and lived and died there. 
His family occupied it some time after. The building is of 
wood : the front part has a modern appearance, but the back 
exhibits marks of its antiquity. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

" Ah me ! outstretcb'd I gee, 

In nameless agony, 
Woman^s imploring hand.'* 

Sir Henry Vane has had the credit of being the life-blood 
' of the party, which Mrs. Hutchinson's notions had created. 
However that may have been, it is vevy apparent that his 
presence here formed a powerful protection for them against 
the spirit of persecution, which had already been active. 
Roger Williams had been banished for holding opinions less 
dangerous, in the mind of Gov. Winthrop; and it had been 
declared by Mr. Vane, that the execution of the law against 
strangers would be followed by the banishment of such as 
were already here. We shall see that his forebodings were 
wofuUy prophetick. 

Mrs. Hutchinson continued her lectures, and her admirers 
are said to have been indefatigable in spreading her senti- 
ments : both church and state were thrown into uproar and 
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the affections of people strangely alienated ; they were fre- 
quently quarrelsome, and upon every occasion ready to come 
to blows. Both parties claimed Mr. Cotton for their own 
man : the one affirmed that the doctrines they taught were 
regularly deduced from bis sermons, the other denied it. 4t 
last Mr. Cotton was desired to declare himself freely from the 
pulpit, which he accordingly did, and condemned most of the 
, new positions as false and erroneous. This brought uppil him 
the bitterest reproaches : he was called by some a timorous 
man, that durst not abide by his own sentiments ; by others a 
deceiver, that taught one thing in publick and another in pri- 
vate. One man, more impudent if more witty than the rest, 
sent him a pound of candles, bidding his servant tell him it 
was because he wanted light; ' upon which the good man be- 
stowed only a Silent smile.' 

The August court probably postponed the business of Mr. 
Wheelwright, until they should know the result of the synod, 
which was expected to meet at Newtown, in accordance with 
the May vote, on the 30th of that month. The object of this 
assembly having been the purification of Boston from heresy, 
a particular account of it demands a place here. There were 
present not only the ministers and messengers from the seve- 
ral churches, but also the magistrates for keeping the peace, 
who were allowed both to hear, and to speak, if they had a 
mind. A place was likewise appointed for the favourers of 
the new opinions, and the doors were set open, for as many 
as pleased to come in and hear the debates. The first day 
was spent in choosing Mr. Hooker from Connecticut and Mr. 
Bulkley minister of Concord, for moderators. Mr. Cotton, 
though confessedly at -the head of the clergy, was thought to 
be too much a party to be honoured with that dignity. A list 
was then read of eighty-two erroneous opinions, which had 
been maintained in various parts of the country, some of 
which were the most monstrous and absurd ever heard of. The 
following days were spent in debating the several points. In 
the morning a committee Was employed in forming arguments 
against the errours to be confuted that day, which in the after- 
noon were produced in the synod. Next day the defenders 
gave in their reply, and produced their arguments for the sup- 
port of their side of the question ; the third day, the opponents 
made the last reply. The authors of the errours were neither 
mentioned nor enquired for by the synod, but the errours 
themselves were confuted and condemned by reference to 
particular texts of scripture, which, says Cotton Mather, 
bfing briefly applied unto the case, did, unto reasonable men, 
immediately smite the errour under the fifth rib. All the 
members of the synod signed the condemnation, except Mr. 
Cotton, who, though he expressed his dislike of the major part 
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of the doctrines, refused to condemn them in the lump: the 
synod endeavoured to convince him of his mistake, but in 
vain. Yet this did not prevent a recoiiciliation between him 
and the rest of the clergy : he agreed to unite with them in 
opposing what he believed to be false, and ' thereafter this 
reverend and worthy minister regained his former splendour, 
with his wontpd esteem and interest in the hearts of all his 
friends and acquaintance.' 

Numbers of the Boston church were present at this synod. 
They, as well as some others were offended that so many 
errours should be produced, and declared it a reproach laid 
upon the country without cause. They called for the names 
of persons holding this or that doctrine, and were answered, 
that the evidence was abundant, that such errours had advo- 
cates either in town or country, yet as the synod had no con- 
cern with persons, but with doctrines only, it was deemed in- 
expedient to name any individual. The minority however 
were too much warmed to suffer any thing to be secreted. 
They were urgent in their calls for names and witnesses. 
The moderator, called for order in vain, and the magistrates, 
on suggesting that if silence were not maintained they should 
be obliged to interpose, were told that they had no province 
in such an assembly. One of them retorted, that if immediate 
silence did not ensue, an opportunity would be given for test- 
ing the correctness of the two opinions. There was so much 
severity in this sort of language, that some of the Boston mem- 
bers withdrew from the assembly. a 

Among other things which this synod decreed, this was 
one: though some few women may meet together for prayer 
and mutual advice, yet such a set assembly, as is in practice 
at Boston, is unlawful (where sixty or more meet every weei, 
and one woman takes upon herself the whole exercise.) Ano- 
ther decree was, that private members should be very spar 
ing intheir questions and observations in publick after sermon. 
These two decisions struck at the root of two Boston evils. 
Mr. Davenport delivered the decrees of the synod, and after 
preaching a very seasonable discourse from Philippians iii. 
16. dismissed the meeting on the 22d of September. 

One would have thought, says Neal, ' the unanimous voice 
of the synod should have quieted the minds of the people, but 
the heads of the faction were not to be vanquished by scrip- 
tiire and reason. Mr. Wheelwright continued his preaching, 
and Mrs. Hutchinson her meeting, and their folloVers were so 
influenced by their doctrines, that when Mr. Wilson went up 
into the pulpit, half the congregation would go out.' In this 
state of things, the people were prepared for further proceed- 
ings against those who maintained the condemned opinions. 
The court met on the 26th of September, when Mr. Wheel- 
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Wright appeared and was dismissed till further orders. It 
seems that a major vote of the deputies, to execute the decrees 
of the late synod, couiu not be obtained ; therefore* the house 
was dissolved and a new one chosen. Eleven only out of 
twenty-six of the former deputies were elected into the new 
court, which met Nov. 2, at Newtown, because ' the town of 
Boston was so infected with the new opinions, that they were 
afraid of a riot.' The representatives from Boston were 
Messrs. Coddington, Aspinwall and Coggeshall. 

This court, finding upon consultation that two so opposite 
parties could not continue in the same body without apparent 
hazard of ruin to the whole, agreed to send away some of the 
principals. For this a ' fair opportunity was offered by the 
remonstrance which was preferred by the Boston people in 
March last, and rejected by the court as presumptuous.!' The 
remonstrance was signed by more than sixty hands. The 
first step was to clear their own body from all that had any 
concern in it. Mr. Aspinwall was a signer and Mr. Coggesr 
hall had defended it : they were therefore expelled, and war- 
rant issued to the town for a new choice. The people would 
fain have sent the same men again, but Mr. Cotton appeared 
at the meeting (Nov. G.) and with much ado dissuaded them 
from their resolution. They then chose William Colburn and 
John Oliver to be joined with Mr. Coddington.§ Oliver was 
in the same condemnation and he was not received. But 
whether the court had too much discretion to insult the town 
by a warrant for a third election, or whether the town had 
too much spirit to choose another does not appear.]) 

The next business was to dispose of Mr. Wheelwright. The 
court summoned him to give his peremptory answer, whether 
he would acknowledge his offence, or abide the sentence of 
the court. His answer was, 'that he had been guilty of no 
sedition nor contempt ; that he had delivered nothing but the 
truth, and as for the application of his doctrine, that was made 
by others and not by himself,' He was then desired to leave 
the colony of his own accord, and upon refusal, received the 
following sentence : ' Mr. J, W. being formerly convicted of 
contempt and sedition and now^ justifying himself and his for- 
mer practice, being the disturbance of the civil peace, he is by 
the court disfranchised and banished, having fourteen days 
to settle his affairs.' 

Next came on the examination of the petitioners. The 
first who was sent for was Mr. Coggeshall, who was a deacon 



* Backus. t Winthrop's Journal. 

X See this remonstronoe in Appendix No. II. 

J Town records. II Mass. H. 0. 2.Z. 24. 
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of the Boston church. The court charged him with contempt 
for having said that if they expelled Mr. Aspinwall for sign- 
ing the remonstrance, they had better make but one work of 
all ; for though his hand was not to it, his heart was in it.' 
Mr. Coggeshall pleaded that his privilege as a deputy should 
screen him from any punishment. The court would not ac- 
cede to this and he ' was disfranchised and enjoined not to 
speak any thing to disturb the publick peace upon pain of ban- 
ishment.' 

Mr. Aspinwall was called next. He not only had signed 
the remonstrance, but was himself the author of it, and had 
carried it about town to get signers to it. He justified himself, 
and was disfranchised and banished, to depart before the 
end of the next March. 

After these, William Balston and Edward Hutchinson two 
of the Serjeants of Boston appeared. Both their hands were 
to the remonstrance, and the court took a great deal of pains to 
make them acknowledge their offence ; but they were obsti- 
nate, and uttered a great many affronting, speeches against the 
magistrates who were not of their opinion : so they were both 
' turned out of their places, disfranchised and fined, Balston 
£20 and Hutchinson £40 : but H. owning his fault the next 
day was released of his fine, and only disfranchised.' 

Another day, four or five more of the leading petitioners 
were called, and they, being obstinate too, were disfranchised. 
Capt. Underbill had his commission taken from him, and 
Thomas Marshall, the ferryman, lost his place. Ten others 
whose names were signed made their appearance, but the court 
judging that they had been drawn in, by the subtiltyof a few 
active men, they were pardoned, upon acknowledging their 
offence. 

As disfranchised men were not likely to be long quiet or to 
remain friendless, it was judged not improbable that those 
who had been seduced into the errours of Mr. W. and Mrs. 
H. might ' as others in Germany in former times, uponsome 
revelation, make sudden irruptjon upon those that differ from 
them in judgment; for prevention whereof it is ordered that 
those whose names are underwritten shall deliver in at Mr. 
Keayne's house, at Boston, all such guns, pistols, swords, 
powder, shot and match as they shall be owners of, or have in 
their custody — and no man who is to render his arms by this 
order, may buy or borrow any guns, swords or pistols, pow- 
der, shot or match, until this court shall take further order 
herein.' Seventy-six men are named as being disarmed by 
this order, only if any of them would disavow the remon- 
strance, they might be freed from its operation. Of these sev- 
enty-six 58 belonged to Boston. The whole number of fam- 
ilies in town did not much exceed 1 20. 
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Mrs. Hutchinson's fate remained to be determined. She 
was accordingly sent for by the court. She was formally ac- 
cused of the errours attributed to her, and witnesses were pro- 
duced to sustain the charges. Several clergymen gave ac- 
count of conferences they had held T^'ith her, which exhibited 
her conduct in an unfavourable light. She demanded that 
they should be put under oath. After much altercation that 
course was adopted. Messrs. Eliot, Peters and Weld were 
sworn, and the amount of their testimony was ' that Mrs. H. 
averred, that there was a broad difference between them and 
Mr. Cotton ; that he preached a covenant of grace and they 
of works ; that they were not able ministers of the New Tes- 
tament and were not clearin their experience, because they 
were not sealed and were but like the apostles before the as- 
cension.' This was the head and front of her offending. The 
trial lasted two days : for the most part she referred her ac- 
cuser.j and judges to the scriptures, whose words, says Mr. 
Emerson, it must be confessed, as urged by the woman, often 
causfd them some little confusion. She acknowledged her 
confidfince in revelations, which she had received in regard 
to future providences, and this acknowledgment satisfied 
most of the court of her worthiness of banishment. She 
warned them to forbear, but to no purpose ; the trial con- 
cludes thus : 

Gw. If it be the mind of the court that Mrs. Hutchinson, for tliese tilings that appear 

before us, is unfit for our society, and if it be the mind of the court that she shall be banish- 
ed out of our liberties, and imprisoned till she be sent away, let them hold up their hands : 
AH hut three. 

Those that are contrary minded, hold up yours : 
Mr. Coddington and Mr. Cotbarn only. 

Mr. Jennison. I cannot hold up my hand one way or the other, and 1 shall give my rea- 
son if the court require it. 

Gov. Mrs. Hutchinson ! the sentence of the court you hear is, that you are banished from 
out of our jurisdiction, as being a woman not fit for our society, and are to be imprisoned 
till the court shall send you away. 

Mrs. H. I desire to know wherefore I am banished. 

Gov. Say no more : the court know wherefore, and is satisfied. 

After this sentence Mrs. H. remained in Boston and the 
neighbourhood, in custody of some of the clergy. The church 
found occasion to disapprove her conduct, and on the 22d of 
March 1638, she was ' cast out of the church for impenitently 
persisting in a manifest lie.' She received orders from the 
Governour to leave the jurisdiction before the close of the 
month, and accordingly departed on the 28th day. She went 
with her husband to Rhode Island. In the year 1642, after 
her husband's death, she removed into the Dutch country 
beyond New Haven, and the next year she and all her family, 
consisting of sixteen persons, were killed by the Indians, ex- 
cept one daughter, whom they carried into captivity. 
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In consequence of these proceedings, which the sufferers 
felt to be severely oppressive, however justifiable the au- 
thors may have thought themselves, a considerable number 
of very respectable men contemplated a removal from Boston. 
It was proposed by Mr. John Clarke, a leapned physician, a 
man of ardent piety and sound understanding, sufficient knowl- 
edge and much usefulness. He with some others were chosen 
to select a convenient place, and after wandering up and down, 
in the depth of winter, they concluded upon Rhode Island, 
whither they removed in the spring of 1638. The court had 
intimations, that it was their intention to return, when the fer- 
vour of the times.should be abated. To prevent this, an order 
of banishment was issued against a number, requiring that 
they should remove their families, whenever they went them- 
selves. Mr. Coddington was included in this order. He 
was the principal man of the company, but for some reason 
had not attracted the attentions of the court heretofore, being 
neither disfranchised nor disarmed. He was a gentleman of 
family, and fortune, from Boston in Lincolnshire, and was 
one of the first and most eminent merchants here. His prop- 
erty at Mt. Wolaston was large, and he owned the first brick 
building which was erected in Boston.* 

The jealousy entertained again&t Boston at this period was 
carried so far that an order was passed to have the courts 
both General and Quarter kept at Newtown, till further order. 
The publick stores of powder and arms were removed to 
Newtown and Roxbury, and the persons disarmed were ex- 
cused from performing military duty. The courts returned to 
Boston in the latter part of the next year, but the powder was 
kept at Roxbury till April 1645, when seventeen barrels of it 
were blown up. The explosion shook the houses in Boston 
and Cambridge like an earthquake, and burning cinders were 
brought by the winds beyond the Boston meeting house.? 



* It is difficult to say positively where this building stood. Some expert antiquary maj 
bereafter be able to ascertain the fact by tracing out the points in the following minute. 

Town records March 6. 1637. Our brother Wiliyam Balstone shall hare the remaining 
ewampeonthe backside of Mr. .Ooddington's swampe unto the widdow Burton's corner payle 
leaving out twoe rodde and a balfe for eytber of the high wayes that are against it ; the one 
being the way to the ihylne and the other to the cove next unto IVIr. Ooddington's^ 

It appears that briahs were made ture, from a record Dec, 26. 1636 : Thomas Mount has leave 
to fence iu a piece of the marsh before bis house for the making of brick. 

t Cambridge received that name ^t the court in May 1638, in consequence of the College 
"being established there, and the college received the name of Harvard in the same year. 
—Hubbard. 237. 430. 

n 
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CHAPTER XV. 



Emerging from a sea of dreams 

Tumultuous Toung. 

The winter of 1637-8 was very severe and the inhabitants 
of Boston suffered extremely for the want of fuel : the snow 
lay four feet and a half deep, from the fourth of November 
to March 23d. Gov. Winthrop relates that a party of thirty 
men started on a fair day (Jan. 13) for the purpose of cutting 
wood on Spectacle Island. The next night a N. E. storm set 
in and was followed by two days strong N. W. winds, so'that 
the harbour was all frozen over, except a small channel, in 
which twelve of the men found their way to the Governour's 
Garden [Ft. Warren.] Seven more were carried in the ice in 
a small skiff out to Broad Sound, and kept among the Brew- 
ster rocks without fgod or fire two days. The rest made for 
the main from the island, but two of them fell through the ice, 
and came near being drowned. Of the seven that fell among 
the rocks, all had their hands and feet frozen, some lost fin- 
gers and toes, and one died. On this occasion the Governour 
remarks in a letter to his son, that many were discouraged, 
and the settlement here was well nigh being broken up. It 
was probably in reference to the state of things, which exist- 
ed at this juncture, that Boston acquired the proverbial appel- 
lation of Lost Town. 

A voyager of some little note visited these parts about this 
time, and the world has been, favoured with his observations, 
under the title of JVeio England's Rarities. John Josselyn, 
Gent, anchored in the bay of Massachusetts before Boston, 
July 3d. 1638. The tenth day, says he, 'I went ashore upon 
Noddle's Island to Mr. Sam. Maverick, for my passage, the 
only hospitable man in all the country, giving entertainment 
to all comers, gratis. Having refreshed myself for a day or 
two, I crossed the bay [harbour] in a small boat to Boston, 
which then was rather a village than a town, there being not 
above twenty or thirty houses : and presenting my respects 
to Mr. Winthorpe the Governour, and to Mr. Cotton the teach- 
er of Boston church, to whom I delivered from Mr. Francis 
Quarles the poet, the translation of the 16. 25. 51. 88. 113. 
137. Psalms in English Metre for his approbation. Being civil- 
ly treated by all I had occasion to converse with, I returned 
in the evening to my lodgings.' Josselyn left on the twentieth 
of July for the eastward, where he had a brother, and return- 
ed Sep. 27th. 'Next day I went aboard of Mr. Hinderson, 
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EpAs^r- ojF a, s^ip of 500 tons, and Capt. Jackson in the Queen 
oif Bo,bemia prLvateeK, and from thence J went ashore to Bos; 
ton \»!here ^ refreshed myself at an Oi;dinarj.' He also men- 
tions one Long's ordinary in Charlestovyn. There were two 
such ordinaries or houses of entertainment in Boston, into 
which if a, stranger went, he was presently fallowed by one 
appointed io, that oi^ce, who would thrust himself into his 
companjf5.uniQ,vited, and if he call,ed for more drink than the 
officer thought in his jiudgment he could spberly bear away, 
he woijld pi^esently countermand it, and appoint the propor- 
tion beyond which he could not get one drop. 

*Oct. 11. our master having beeA ashore upon the Goyern- 
our's Island gave me half a score very fair pippins which he 
brought from thence, there being not one apple tree nor pear 
planted yet, in no part of the country, but upon that island.' 
Several adventures are described by our author, which would 
do credit to a modern English tvptveller in, America, but con- 
vey no other useful hints, except it be one, that Mi;. Maverick 
had in his family an African slave. 

Doubts have bpen somewhere expressed concerning the cor^ 
rectness of Josselyn's statement in regard to the number of 
houses : but he repeat^ it in another part of his book, and must 
be understood to speak of the framed buildings then in the 
place, and not to have included the mud-wall cottages, oi 
which many yet remained. The number of buildings likely 
to be permanent had become so great as to require such pro- 
visions as these : 

1636. Oct. 4. There shall no house at all be built in this 
town in any of the streets or lanes, but with the advice and 
consent of the overseers of the town's occasions, for the avoids 
ing of disorderly building, the inconveniences of streets and 
lanes, aftd for the more comely and commodious ordering of 
them, upon the forfeiture for every house built contrary to 
this order, of such sum as the overseers shall see fitting, un- 
der the sura of Xs. 

17lh. Item. John Gallop shall remove his pales at his yards 
end, within 14 days, and shall range them even with the cor- 
ner of his house, for the preserving the way upon the sea 
bank, 

Dec. 10, Not above one dwelling house may be built on any 
one lot, without the approbation of the town's overseers. 

1637. Sept. 25. Special permission is granted to William 
Hudson to set his new building one foot and a half into the 

fl^treet, towards the sea side where he dwelleth. 

1640. March 30. We find this remarkable entry: John 
Palmer, carpenter, is allowed to be an inhabitant here, if he 
can get a house, or land to set a house upon, it being not prop- 
er to allow a man an inhabitant without a habitation. 
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These extracts snfl5cientlyshow what many similar records 
corroborate, that our ancestors were not so neglectful of the 
appearance of their town, as we have been in the habit of 
supposing them to have been. 

During the scenes of confusion which formed the subject 
of our two last chapters, the colonists had occasion to exhibit 
their power and courage in a short conflict with the Pequod 
Indians, a tribe inhabiting the parts about Connecticut River. 
Mr. Endicott with a party of 80 men had chastised them in 
the summer of 1636, but they remained quiet only while he 
remained about them. In 1637 the three colonies, Massachu- 
setts, Plymouth and Connecticut, agreed to enter the Indian 
country with their joint forces, and attempt their entire des- 
truction. Massachusetts sent 160 men, under the command 
of Capt. Israel Stoughton : of these Boston furnished 26.* 
Mr. Wilson, the pastor of Boston accompanied the expedition 
as chaplain : it fell to his part by lot, and he is represented to 
have gone with so much faith and joy, that be professed him- 
self as fully satisfied that God would give the English the 
victory, as if he had seen it already obtained. So spirited 
and so prophetick a soothsayer would in ancient times have 
received the highest veneration. His predictions were ac- 
complished and the army returned in triumph, with the loss 
only of one man, August 26, 1637. 

In the next year after this expedition, the Ancient and 
Honourable Artillery company took its rise. The first notice 
of its origin appears in Gov. Winthrop's journal, February, 
1638 : ' Divers gentlemen and others being joined in a mili- 
tary company, desired to be made a corporation, but the 
council, considering from the exam{51e of the Pretorian band 
among the Romans, and the Templars in Europe, how dan- 
gerous it might be to erect a standing authority of military 
men, which might easily in time overtop the civil power, 
thought fit to stop it betimes, yet they were allowed to be 
a company, but subordinate to all authority.' 

From this note we should infer, that the associates at first 
asked to be created into an independent company, which was 
deemed inadvisable. There appears to have been no objec- 
tion to the association for the purpose of improvement in mili- 
tary tactics, and accordingly we find the company recognized 
as such in the Colony records of the 1 7th March 1 638 : ' The 
Military Company of Boston, may present two or three to the 
council to choose a captain out of them.' Also 'Capt. 
Keayne and the Military Company have power to exercise 



* Id the same fear Boston Vas assessed 6U. it. of a tax of 4002.] These data give m some 
Idea of the proportion which Btfgton bore to the whole colony. 
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where they, please, and to make use of so many of the common 
arms as they need, and a warrant from any of the council is 
sufficient for the delivery of them unto Captain Keayne or 
such as he shall' appoint.' The following is a copy of their 
charter.* 

ORDERS 
for the Military Company made by the Govcrnour and Council, and Confirmed by the General 

Gourl. 

' Whereas divers gentlemen and others, out of their care of 
the public weal and safety, by the advancement of the milita- 
ry art, and exercise of arms, have desired license of the Court 
to join themselves in one company, and to have the liberty to 
exercise themselves, as their occasions will best permit ; and 
that such liberties and privileges might be granted them, as 
the Court should think meet, for their better encouragement 
and furtherance, in so useful an employment ; which request 
of theirs being referred by the Court unto us of the Standing 
Council, we have thought fit, upon serious consideration, and 
conference with divers of the principal of them, to set down 
and order herein as followeth : 

IMPRIMIS. 

We do order, that Robert Keayne, Nathaniel Duncan, Robert 
Sedgwick, William Spencer, Gentlemen, and such others as are 
already joined with them, and such as they shall from time 
to time take into their company, shall be called the Military 
Company of the Massachusetts, 

SECONDLY. 

They, or the greater number of them, shall have liberty to 
choose their Captain, Lieutenant, and all other officers. Their 
Captain and Lieutenant to be always such as the Court or 
Council shall allow of; and no other officer be put upon them, 
but of their own choice. 

THIRDLY. 

The first Monday in every month is appointed for their 
meeting and exercise ; and to the end that they may not be 
hindered from coming together, v;e do hereby order, that no 
other training in the particular towns, nor other ordinary 
town meetings, shall be appointed on that day ; and if that 
day prove unseasonable for the exercise of their arms, then 
the sixth of the same week is appointed for supply. , This not 



* ' As extracted from the original records of the colony' and published in Whitman's His- 
torical Sketch of the Company — to which the reader is referred for a fund of interesting in- 
formation. Shavi has given a copy which contains the following article between the 3d. and 
4th. ' None of the said Military Company (except such as shall be officers of any other trainr 
ed band in any particular town) shall be bound to give attendance upon their ordinary train- 
ings.' 
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to extend to Salem, or the towns beyond, nor to H'ingh!|in» 
Weymouth, Dedhain, nor Concord. 

FOURTHLY. 

They have liberty and power to make orders amongst them- 
selves, for the better managing their military affairs ; which 
orders are to be of force, when they shall be allowed by the 
Court or Council ; and they may appoint an oflHiCer to levy 
any fines or forfeitures, which they shall impose upon any of 
their own company, for the breach of any such order, so as 
the same exceed not twenty shillings for any one offence. 

FIFTHLY. 

The said Military Company are to have one thousand acres 
of land, (in some such place as may not be prejudicial to any 
plantation,) to be granted by the Court to some of the said 
company, and such as shall succeed in the same ; to be im^ 
proved by them within a lime convenient, for providing ne- 
cessaries for their military exercises, and defraying of other 
charges, which may arise by occasion thereof. 

StXTHLY. 

The said company shall have liberty, at the time before 
appointed, to assemble themselves for their military exercises, 
in any town within this, jurisdiction, at their own pleasure ; 
provided always, that this order or grant, or any thing therein 
contained, shall not extend to free the said company, or any of 
them, their persons or estates, from the Civil Government and 
Jurisdiction here established. 

John Winthrop, Gov. 

Thomas Dudley, Dep. Gov, 

The company was first organized on the first Monday in 
June, 1638 — when Capt. Robert Keayne was elected com- 
mander, Daniel Hough, lieutenant, and Joseph Welde, ensign. 
Of the two last we have no information : Capt. Keayne was 
by profession a merchant tailor, and had belonged to the Hon- 
ourable Artillery Company in London. Many important of- 
fices and trusts were committed to his charge, both in town 
and state affairs. He was a man of large property, was fre- 
quently a representative, and in every plan for improvement, 
or enterprize, his name appears as a patron. 

Nathaniel Duncan, the second person named in the charter, 
was a merchant and lived in Dorchester. Robert Sedgwick, 
the third charter member and n^xt on the roll, belonged to 
Charlestown : he was, says Johnson, stout and active in all 
feats of war, nurst up in the London's Artillery Garden, be- 
sides having the help of a very good head-piece. He was 
the leader of the first train band formed in Charlestown, and 
afterwards was promoted to the highest military rank in the 
colony. William Spencer, the fourth and last named in th,e 
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charter, was also a merchant and resided at Cambridge. 
Thus it appears the charter was granted to four persons, rer 
siding each in a different town, with their associates, and this 
may serve to correct a mistaicen idea, that the company in its 
origin and progress has been confined to Boston. 

It will be observed that the name of this company, which is 
■the 'oldest military establishment in the United States,' was 
by their charter the Military Company of the Massachusetts. 
The names of the Artillery Company, and the Great Artillery, 
and the First Artillery, which were early applied to it, origi- 
nated from the introduction of £eld pieces into their exercise. 
The General Court recognized the institution by the name of 
the Artillery Company as early as sixteen hundred and fifty- 
seven. The oldest printed sermon, delivered on their anni- 
versary, June 3, 1672, was preached "on the day of the Ar- 
tillery Election." Cotton Mather, in his sermon 1691, in his 
address to the company calls them the Artillery Company. 

Sept. 2, J 700, The title Ancient and Honourable is first 
used in the 'original records.' AH the sermons printed down 
to 1708, bear the name of the Artillery Company on the title 
page, but in the sermon for that year they are styled the Hon- 
ourable Artillery Company. This is uniformly the style in 
the title pages until 1738. The address in the sermon for 
1720, uses the appellation Ancient and Honourable, and in 
that for 1 737, the words Ancient and Honourable Artillery 
Company are once introduced. Dr. Col man's century ser- 
mon, in 1738, has in the title page the words "preached be- 
fore the Honourable and Ancient Artillery Company." From 
that period to the present all the sermons are said to have 
been preached before the Ancient and Honourable Artillery 
Company. 

The records of the company do not mention either the 
words Honourable or Ancient until long after these appella- 
tions had been applied to them by the publick. The present 
name appears but once, (in 1762,) previous to the year 1789, 
when the company was revived after the revolution : the 
Legislature in their militia laws have since confirmed it to 
,them. It is therefore probable they retained the name of 
Artillery, after they had relinquished the use of field pieces, 
by common consent. The addition of Honourable was made 
by the people, in regard to the many distinguished men, who 
had belonged to and commanded it, and for the great benefit 
and service the institution had i-endered to the community. 
This name for the same reason they continue to merit ; and 
the term Ancient has been added by general usage since the 
expiration of their first century, with that sort of venera- 
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tion which untarnished reputatiori always ensures to. gray 
hairs.* 

In May 1639, the whole military of the Bay were mustered 
at Boston in two regiments, to the number of a thousand sol- 
diers, able men, well armed and exercised. They were head- 
ed the one by the Governour (VVinthrop) who was General of 
all, and the other by the Deputy who was colonel. The cap- 
tains and others showed themselves very skilful and ready in 
various sorts of skirmishes and other military actions, wherein 
they spent the whole day.' We notice also another general 
training in Boston, Sept. 15, 1641, which lasted two days. 
About 1200 men were exercised in most sorts of land service ; 
yet it was observed that there was no man drunk, though 
there was plenty of wine and strong beer in the town — not an 
oath sworn, no quarrel, nor any hurt done. A more lofty but 
less perspicuous account of one of these military displays, is 
given in a narrative of the first thirty years by Old Planters. 
It is said to have taken place at Fox Hill, a spot of rising 
ground, which formerly existed at the bottom of the Common. 
The ponip and circumstance of the exhibition were so striking 
that some people entertained fears, lest offence might be 
taken in the parent country, as if the colonists were (even 
then) looking up to a state of independence. 

While the soldiery at home were thus improving themselves 
and amusing their neighbours, our seamen were accidentally 
raising the fame of Boston abroad.t The Viceroys of New 
Spain and Peru having advice from the court of Spain, that the 
attempt for finding a Northwest passage, which had been 
tried before by Capts. Hudson and James, was again attempt- 
ed in 1639 by some industrious navigators from Boston, de- 
spatched Admiral de Fonte to discover and seize them. He 
sailed from Lima on the 3d of April 1640. On the 17th of 
July about lat. 61. N. he came to an Indian town,^and the 
natives told his interpreter, that a little way from them lay a 
great ship, where there never had been one before. He 
sailed to-the place and found only one man advanced in years, 
and a youth : the man exhibited the greatest skill in the me- 
chanical parts of the mathematics of any that he had ever 
met. They informed him that their ship was of New-Eng- 
land, from a town called Boston. The owner and the whole 
ship's company came on board, and the navigator of the ship 
told the admiral that lAs owner was a fine gentleman, and a 



* See tmtman's Sketch, p. 8—12. 104. Mass. U. O. 2. ii . 160. 1 85. i. xxix. W. W. P- 
cb. xxvi. 

t Memoirs of the Curious, April and June 1703, as quoted in an accouuloftlie N. W. pas- 
sers, n-jc 
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Major General in the largest colony in New-England, called 
the Massachusetts. On this he received him like a gentleman, 
and told him his commission was to make prize of anjr people 
seeking a Northwest or West passage into the South Sea, but 
he would look on them as merchants trading with the natives 
for beavers and otters and other furs and skins ; and so for a 
small present of provisions which he had no need of, he gave 
him a diamond ring that cost him 1 200 pieces of eight, which 
the modest gentleman received with difficulty; and having 
given the brave navigator Capt. Shapely for his fine chart 
and journals a thousand pieces of eight, and the owner of the 
ship, Seimor Gibbons, a quarter cask of good Peruan wine, 
and the ten seamen each 20 pieces of eight, they set sail on 
a farther expedition. The behaviour of Admiral de Fonte 
evinced great politeness. He might have taken Shapely's 
charts forcibly, but chose to give a considerable price for 
them, on pretence that they were curious, when the true 
reason was that they might not be used as guides to others. 

This story is solemnly related by the Admiral with every 
particular, and has been copied into foreign works with the 
remark that the ardour of enterprize at that period seemed to 
have passed from the English to their colonists at Boston.* It 
probably originated in the following simple fact,t out of which 
the Magnalia makes a story as doleful as the foregoing is im- 
probable. About this time came home a small pinnace of 30 
tons which had been gone eight months and was given up for 
lost. She went to Bermuda, but by continual tempests was 
kept from hence and forced to bear up for the W. Indies, and! 
being in great distress arrived at Hispaniola, and not daring 
to go into any inhabited place there, the men went ashore in 
obscure places and lived on turtles and eggs. At last they 
were forced into a harbour, where lay a French man-of-war 
with his prize, and had surely made prize of them also, but 
that the captain, one Petfree, had lived at Piscataqua, and 
knew the merchant of our bark, one Mr Gibbons : whereupon 
he used them courteously, and for such commodities as she 
carried, furnished her with tallow and hides, and sent home 
with her his prize, which he sold for a small price to be paid 
in New England. 

Mr. Gibbons brought home an Alligator, which he gave to 
the Governour. This may be recollected as the first thing of 
the kind exhibited here; since which almost every living 
thing has found its way to Boston. 



* See Hist Gen. de. Voyages,47S7, torn. IS. p. 161. 

* Wmthrop, June J637. Magnalia 3. 287. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

The Louse of God 
"they first re-edify, and for a while 
In mean estate lire moderate Par. Lost. 

The temper of these early times is manifest in the continued 
care of the court to guard against extravagance in dress. Mr. 
Cotton's lectures against veils appear to have been soon for- 
gotten. Some of the magistrates imagined that the women 
indulged themselves in too much expense. They accordingly, 
conferred with the ministers on the subject, and charged them 
to address themselves to the consciences of their hearers. 
The ministers promised a compliance, but it was found that 
so many of their own and the elders' wives participated in 
the fault, that there could be little hope of reformation through 
this means. 

The appetite as well as the fondness for dress was put' 
under restraint. Colony records, Nov. 1637: No person shall 
sell any cakes or bunns either in the market or victualling 
houses, or elsewhere, upon pain of ten shillings fine, provided, 
thai this order shall not extend to such cakes as shall be 
made for any burial, or marriage, or such like special occa- 
sion. 

A lesson on morals may be taken from a circumstance 
^yhich happened in the year 1639. At the General Court 
holden in November, great complaint was made oif the op- 
pression suflfered by the people in the purchase of foreign 
commodities. Capt. Keayne, who kept a shop in Boston was 
notoriously above others observed, and charged with such 
particulars as these ; for taking in some cases above six pence 
in the shilling profit, in some above eight pence, and in others 
two for one. He was convicted and fined. After the court 
had censured him, he was called to account by the church. 
He acknowledged his fault with tears and bewailed his cove- 
tous and corrupt heart, and a partial defence was set up by 
him or his friends, on the ground that if a man lost in one 
commodity, he might make it up in another, and that if 
through ignorance a man had given more for an article than it 
was worth in Europe, he might sell it for more than it was 
worth in New-England. 
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Some of the members were earnest to have Capt. Keayne 
excommunicated, but Mr. Cotton did not consider his offence 
to be of that nature which is condemned in the scriptures, 
and he was excused with a simple admonition, on the presump- 
tion that his errour was rather in his judgment than in his 
heart: for he was otherwise a liberal man, very hospitable 
and generous in his contributions towards the church expen- 
ses. What would have been the effect on the mercantile 
character of Boston, if the rigour exercised in this case had 
continued to be exercised to this day, we leave the reader to 
surmise. ^ 

Towards the close of the year 1639, the congregation medi- 
tated the rebuilding of their house of worship. The old one 
which was erected in 1632, not only having become decayed, 
but being also too small to accommodate the people, there 
was no question about the necessity of a new house, but a 
wide and warm difference of opinion respecting where it 
should stand. Some of the brethren were for placing it on 
what was then called the green, which was Gov. Winthrop's 
first lot, and he had yielded it to the church. There is rea- 
son to suppose this was the lot which the Old South church 
now owns, at the corner of Milk and Washington streets. 
Others, partfcularly the tradesmen, were inclined to build it 
still nearer the market than where the old one stood, lest in 
time it should divert the chief trade from thence. The church 
referred it to the judgment and determination of a committee 
of five, who agreed that it ought to be placed near the mar- 
ket, but still for peace sake they proposed it should be decid- 
. ed by lot. When the church met, the matter was debated 
with some earnestness, and at last Mr. Cotton thought proper 
to express his opinion. He made it clear that it Avould be 
injurious to remove to the green, as many persons had pur- 
chased and settled round the market in the expectation of 
being accommodated in their proximity to the place of wor- 
ship, whereas it would be no damage to the most to have it 
by the market-place. It was finally determined with a good 
degree of harmony to erect the new church on the plat which 
is now covered by the block of buildings in Cornhill-square.* 



* We fi>id no records of the dimensions of this house : that it had u gallery is certain, 
and that it was furnished with a hell is probable from these records on the town books : 

1643. March 27. Sgt. Johnson and Walter Merry are requested to take ye oversight of th& 
boyes in ye galleryes and in case of unruly disorders to acquaint the magistrates there- 
with. 

1649. June 26. * Richard Taylor is appointed to ring the bell at nine of the clock at night, 
and at half past four in the morning, at four pounds per annum.* This may be consiilered the 
ongin of our nine o'clock heU, 

Hingham meeting-house, which is said to have been built on the same model, has a bel- 
fry in the centre of the roof. 
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The contractors for the work calculated thatit would cost 
£600. They took the old house for half that sum, and the 
balance was to be supplied by voluntary contributions of the 
people. The. building however cost about jGlOOO, yet the ex- 
pense was defrayed without any murmurs or assessment, by 
weekly collections. ' In some other churches,' says the Gov- 
ernour, ' which did it by way of rates there was much difr 
culty and compulsion by law to raise a far less sum.' It is 
pleasing to see in this incident how early the people of Bos- 
ton adopted the practice of supporting religion without re- 
course to law. Mr. Cotton had before this time advanced 
the doctrine, that when magistrates are obliged to provide for 
the maintenance of ministers, the churches are in a declining 
condition ; and proved in a sermon that the preachers of the 
gospel should be supported not by lands, revenues and tithes, 
which are the occasion of pride, contention and sloth, but by 
the voluntary contributions of their hearers. Their manner 
of taking these contributions was different from ours at the 
present day. Instead of the deacons passing the box to every 
one, and subjecting all to the tax of a groat or the mortifica- 
tion of a nod, ' the Governour and all the rest' went down and 
put their mites into the box at the deacons' seat. 

The religious society was now in a prosperous^state. That 
disaffection which all, save five or six of the members, had for- 
merly manifested towards the pastor and Mr. Winthrop had 
happily subsided, and all was tranquillity and love. A while 
since, these gentlemen were treated with slight as men under 
a covenant of works and as the greatest enemies of the truth. 
But under these suspicions and cool treatment, they had be- 
haved with great meekness, never complaining of unkind usage. 
Though often and strongly solicited to withdraw themselves 
from the communion, they had withstood the solicitation until 
now the odium which was upon them had gradually worn 
away, and they found themselves in possession of the wonted 
confidence and affection of their friends. The Governour in 
particular had a proof of the returning love of the brethren 
when suffering a heavy loss through the delinquency of one 
Luxford, his bailiff, to whom he trusted the management of 
his farm, and who incurred a debt of £2300 without his know- 
ledge. The whole country indeed sympathized with him ; 
the Court gave his wife 3000 acres of land and some of the 
towns sent in liberally. The whole however did not amount 
to £500 whereof near half came from Boston. 

Many of the poor to whom lots were assigned in Mt. Wolas- 
ton, finding it inconvenient to improve their lands there while 
they resided in Boston, petitioned the town for leave to form 
a church at the mount, which was eventually allowed on cer- 
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tain conditions. So on Monday the 16th of September, 1639, 
they gathered a church in the usual manner, and chose Mr. 
William Thomson, a pious and learned minister, who was or- 
dained their pastor on the 24th of the same month. Mr. Hen- 
ry Flint was chosen teacher. The church was the twenti- 
eth formed in the. colony. This was a principal step towards 
the final separation, and the erection of a town in that place. 

As early as Dec. 10, 1636, measures had been adopted to- 
wards accomplishing the separation. ' The Governour( Vane) 
Dep. Gov. (Winthrop) Messrs. Oliver, Keayne, John Newgate, 
Golburn, Coggeshall and Brenton^ are chosen to consider of 
the Mt. Wolaston business ; how they may be a town and 
ehurch there with the consent of this town's inhabitants.' On 
Jan. 17th 1640, the consent of Boston was voted in the fol- 
lowing terms. ' It was agreed with our neighbours and breth- 
ren of the Mount, namely, William Cheeseborough, Alexander 
Winchester, Richard Wright, James Penniraan, Stephen Kins- 
1^ and Martin Saunders, in the name of the rest there, for 
whom they undertake, that they should give to this town, of 
Boston towards the maintenance [of the ministers] thereof 4s. 
an acre for every two acres of the seven acres formerly granted 
to divers y° of Boston, upon expectation they should have con- 
tinued with us : and 3s. an acr6 for every acre that hath been op 
shall be granted to any others who are not inhabitants of Bos- 
ton. And that in consideration hereof and after that the said 
portions of money shall be paid to this town's treasury of Bos- 
ton, all the said land shall be free from any town rates or 
charges to Boston, and also from ail country charges when 
the Mount shall be rated by the court and not assessed with 
the town of Boston ;, and upon these terms if the court shall 
think fit to grant them to be a town of themselves they shall 
have free liberty to accept thereof.* 

Feb. 13, 1640, at a General Court the petition of the inhab- 
itants of Mt. Wolaston \yas voted and granted them to be a 
town according to the agreement with Boston : provided if 
they fulfil not this covenant, it shall be in the power of Boston 
to recover their due by action against the said inhabitants, 
or any of them, and the town is to be called Braintree. 

In February 1792, the people of the first parish in Brain- 
tree petitioned to be made a distinct town, and were incorpo- 
rated by the name ofQuincy. This name was adopted in 
honour of one of the earliest and most considerable proprie- 
tors at the Mount. December 14, 1635, a committee of five 
persons were appointed to go to Mt. W. and bound out lots 
for Mr. Edmund Quincy and Mr. Coddington, ' what may be 



*. See town records June 26, 1649. Also Appendix No. III. Winthrop, Sept. 1636. 
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sufficient for them :' in 1636, March 14, the bounds are re- 
corded. Mr. Coddington appears to have given his to Brain- 
tree for the support of schools ; the lot assigned to Mr. Quincy 
remains in the possession of one of his descendants, the pre- 
sent mayor of the city. 

Mr. Quincy was descended from that Sieur de Quincy who 
was one of the EnglisM barons that made that noble stand, in 
the year 1215, which obliged King John to grant the Magna 
Charta. He with his wife joined the church in Boston, Nov. 
1633 : within a short time five servants belonging to his fami- 
ly also became members. He was a representative in 1634, 
and died here, aged about thirty-three. His son Edmund 
who was born in 1628, settled in Braintree and was a gentle- 
man of distinction among the fathers of that town : he died 
Jan. 7, 1698, leaving a son Edmund, who was born and resid- 
ed at Braintree, and was a bright ornament and eminent ben- 
efactor of that town and of his country.* 

Hubbard pronounces the ten years which were now (1640) 
closing, the golden age of New-England, when vice was crush- 
ed as well by the civil as sacred sword, especially oppression 
and extortion in prices and wages. A remarkable instance 
was given in one F. P. who for asking an excessive price for 
a pair of stocks which he was hired to frame, had the honour 
to sit an hour in them first himself.! Women were not ex- 
empt from publick notice. One for reproaching the mag- 
istrates was condemned to be whipped, and bore her pun- 
ishment with a masculine spirit, glorying in her suffering. 
She was a woman of abilities far before Mrs. Hutchinson, 
but she was poor and had little acquaintance. The free ex- 
pression of her thoughts brought her again into difficulties for 
speaking against the elders, and she was obliged to stand half 
an hour with her tongue in a cleft stick. Church discipline 
reached to still nicer points : one brother ' having purloined 
out of buckskin leather brought unto him, so much thereof as 
would make three men's gloves, to the scandal of sundry 
without as well as of his brethren, and also having been by 
some of the brethren dealt with for it, did often deny and for- 
swear the same, and was therefore cast out of the church.' 



* HancocVs century sermon, 1739, rep. 1811, and sermon on death of Hon. Edmand Qyuit- 
cy, 1738. Elioi't Biog. Diet. 

t See Huhhard, 248, 276. Emersm'i Hist. Slietch, 60—67. jrinthnp'i Jo. Dec 1639. 
Seft. an^ Not. 1639. Feb. 1640. SAoto, 239. Blass. B.C. I. x. 2. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Xet discipline employ her wholesome arts ; 

Let magistrates alert perform their parts, 

Let active laws apply the needful curb, I 

To guard the peace that riot would disturb.— Cotuper. 

, From the time of a permanent establishment of a house of 
deputies or representatives in 1634, to the court of election in 
1639, Boston had the privilege of sending three members. At 
that court, May 22, in consequence of the increase of the 
number of deputies with the increase of the number of towns, 
it was determined for the convenience both of the country and 
the court, to reduce all towns to two deputies. The expenses 
were at that time. paid out of the public treasury. This alter-, 
ation excited some suspicions. Many were jealous that it 
was a plan of the assistants and magistrates to keep the num- 
ber of deputies on a nearer equality with their own ; and the 
people in some towns were highly displeased with their re- 
presentatives for consenting to the measure. A motion was 
made in the next session to return to the former rule ; but 
after long debate, the order was confirmed, and the reasons for 
it,, and answers to the objections against it, were recorded, and 
sent to such towns as were dissatisfied. From that period 
until 1680, Boston sent only two deputies. 

An incident occurred in Boston, hardly worthy of notice, 
which gave rise to a change also in regard to the Assistants. 
A thoughtless pig strayed from its owner, one good Mrs. 
Sherman; and, her husband not being at home to look after- 
the creature, it wandered through the town, breaking into 
every body's corn as its hunger dictated. About the same 
time a stray pig was brought to Capt. Keayne, who had it 
cried a number of days, and many people c^me to see it, but 
no one would claim the property. He kept it in his yard for 
nearly a year with a pig of his own. At the proper season 
the captain had the latter killed. This was no sooner done 
than forward came Mrs. Sherman, and claimed the dead pig 
for hers, because she found that the living one had other 
marks : she went so far as to accuse the captain of wilfully 
killing her pig. The matter made so much noise that the 
church investigated it and were satisfied of his innocence. 
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The woman however was instigated to bring the cause before 
an inferior court at Boston : there again Capt. Keayne was 
cleared, and the jury gave him £3 for his costs, and in an 
action brought by him against her and her instigator for 
defamation, he recovered £20 damages from each. 

This result so vexed Story, a London merchant, who was 
the woman's adviser, that he searched town and country to 
find matter against Capt. Keayne about this stray pig. At 
last he prevailed with one of the captain's witnesses to go into 
Salem court and confess that he had forsworn himself. 
Upon this he petitioned the General Court, in June 1642, to 
to have the cause heard again, which the court granted and 
spent the best part of seven days in examining witnesses and 
debating the case. Yet when the question was put to vote, 
no decision could be obtained ; for no sentence of law could 
pass without the consent of the mEyority, both of the deputies 
and of the magistrates, and here were thirty deputies and nine 
magistrates, of whom two of the magistrates and fifteen of the 
deputies were for the plaintiff, and seven of the magistrates 
and eight of the deputies for the defendant, and seven deputies^ 
standing neutral. There had been great expectation in the 
country that the case would terminate unfavourably to -Capt. 
Keayne. It happening otherwise, many took occasion to speak 
disrespectfully of the court, especially of the magistrates, and 
to attribute the hindrance of the course of justice to their ex- 
ercise of a negative voice upon the doings of the deputies. 
Some were. of a mind that this power of a negative should be 
taken from the assistants. Nothing was effected at this time, 
but occasions of altercation becoming more frequent, and the 
deputies being dissatisfied that their votes should lose their 
efiect, by the non-concurrence of the magistrates who were 
so much fewer in number, a formal attempt was made in 
1644, to diminish or destroy the power of the latter. Mr. 
Winthrop and the assistants maintained their right with so 
much firmness, that the effort was unavailing ; and it was 
therefore moved by the deputies, that the two houses might 
sit apart, and from that time votes were sent in a parliamen- 
tary way from one house to the other, and the consent of both 
was necessary to an act of court. Provision was made for 
some cases in which, if the two houses differed, it was agreed 
that the major vote of the whole should be deciiive. TJhis 
was the origin of our present Senate. 

Mrs. Sherman's pig might have been forgotten in the great- 
er interest excited by the difficulties it produced. But she 
possessed perseverance superior to that of Amy Dardin, in 
more modern times, and at length the captain yielded to the 
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advice of friends, and relinquished the living pig to the wo- 
man, for the sake of the publick peace.* 

The Boston church enjoying harmony within itself could 
not forget its members, who had left their places in the Anti- 
nomian controversy. In March 1640, they sent a deputation 
of three gentlemen to Rhode Island, with letters to Mr. Cod- 
dington and the rest, to inquire into their opinions on certain 
points of doctrine formerly maintained by them, and also to 
demand that they should give an account of themselves to this 
church, for their unwarrantable practice of communing with 
excommunicated persons. When the messengers arrived, 
they found that these people had formed a church among 
themselves, and had the independence to refuse to hear the 
messengers as such, or to receive the Boston letters. When 
the result of the mission was submitted to the church, the el- 
ders and most of the church were disposed to pass a vote of 
exclusion against them, ' but all not being agreed, it was de- 
ferred.' Mr. Emerson observes, the mission was worse than 
useless : it served to foment a party spirit at home, and to ex- 
asperate the minds of those for whose benefit the measure was 
intended. 

In the year 1640, Mr. Dudley was chosen' governour, and 
Mr. Bellingham, deputy-governour, Mr. Winthrop, the former 
governour, being elected an assistant. The election in 1641, 
notwithstanding the number of votes was great, was determin- 
ed in favour of Mr. Bellingham for governour (Mr. Winthrop 
being his competitor) by a majority of six votes only. Mr. 
Endicott was chosen deputy-governour. It was disputed 
whether they fairly had the majority, because the votes of 
some persons were refused, who it was thought bad a right 
to vote. Mr. Winthrop was silent, though he believed himself 
Injured. 

The revolutions which were now taking place in England 
excited the attention of the colonial government, and it was 
determined to send three agents thither, to congratulate the 
parliament on their successes, and to be ready to improve 
any opportunity which might offer for the advantage of thd 
colony. The men selected for this purpose were Rev. Messrs. 
Weld and Peters, and Mr. William Hibbins. The two for- 
mer never returned to America. Mr. Hibbins was a princi- 
pal merchant in the colony, and was the first town treasurer 
of Boston whose name appears on record.t 



* flttfci. Hist. ch. 1. Winthrop, June 1642. March 1644. Town records, Sept. 17, 1638. 
M r. Winthrop's account would lead us to infer that Capt Keayne repaid the 3?. cos1»| 
which was all that he received of the woman ; the pig^ was worth forty shillings. 

t Town records, April 27, 1648. Mass. H. C. 1. x. 30. 

13 



98 



HISTORY OF BOSTOJr. 



In the years 1642 and 1643, Mr, 
governour and Mr. Endicott, deputy. 

colony of Massachusetts was divided into four counties, Essex, 
Middlesex, Suffolk and Norfolk. 



Winthrop was chosen 
In the latter year, the 



Eaaex contained 


Middlcux. 


Suffolk. 


Norfolk. 


Salem 


Gharlestown 


Boston 


Salisbury 


Z-ynn 


Cambridge 


Roxbury 


HaverhUl 


Enon (Wenhairi) 


Watertown 


Dorchester 


Hampton 


Ipswich 


Sudbury 


Dedham 


Exeter 


Eowley 


Concord 


Braintree 


Dover 


Newbury 


Wobum 


Weymouth 


Strawberry-Bank 


Gloucester 


Medford 


Hingham 


(Portsmoutb) 


Ohochickawick 


Lynn Village 


Nantasket (Hull) 





The four last towns are now in New-Hampshire. 

At the election in 1644, Messrs. Winthrop and Endicott ex- 
changed places ; the latter being chosen for governour, and the 
former for deputy. This success of Mr. Endicott was pecu- 
liarly gratifying to ' those of Essex.' Salem had become a 
very flourishing place, and it was a favourite object with Mr. 
Endicott to have that town considered the capital of the state. 
The Essex deputies had introduced a measure at the court 
previous, by which the deputies of the several counties were 
directed to meet in the recess and prepare such business as it 
might be necessary to transact. Under this order they came 
prepared, and introduced two bills, the object of which was to 
aggrandize their own section of the counlry by drawing 1. 
the seat of government thither : 2. the courts : and 3. a good 
part of the country stock. They also proposed, 4thly, that 
four of their neighbourhood should be joined in commission 
with the magistrates. ' They had made so strong a party 
among the deputies of the smaller towns, (being most of them 
mean men, and such as had small understanding in affairs of 
state) that they easily carried all their points among the depu- 
ties. But when the two bills came up to the magistrates, 
they discerning the plot and finding them hurtful to the com- 
monwealth, refused to pass them. A committee from each 
house was appointed to consider the reasons of both sides, and 
then the opinion of the upper house prevailed :' ' Boston be- 
ing such a convenient mart for business, and other circumstan- 
ces concurring to increase its population, obtained the prefer- 
ence,' and thereafter ' all hopes were renounced that Salem 
would become the capital of New-England.* 

We shall find the authorities here acquiescing under every 
change of government which occurred during the civil wars 



■ Winthrop, June S, 164.4. Mass. Hist. Coll. I. vi. 232—284, Eliot. Biog, Diet. J9S. 
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in England. The parliament prevailing this year, the Gene- 
ral Court passed an order which contains the following article ; 
' what person soever shall by word, writing or action, endea- 
vour to disturb our peace directly or indirectly, by drawing a 
party under pretence that he is for the King of England, and 
such as join with him against the parliament, shall be account- 
ed as an offender of a high nature against this commonwealth, 
and to be proceeded against either capitally or otherwise ac- 
cording to the quality and degree of his offence.' A provision 
■was annexed that this order should not be extended against any 
that came hither merely for purposes of trade. Very soon after 
the passing of this order, a London ship of 24 guns, Capt. 
Stagg, arrived at Boston with a cargo of wine from Teneriffe. 
A Bristol ship of 100 tons, laden with fish, lay in the harbour 
at the same time. Captain Stagg said nothing of having any 
commission, but as soon as he had landed the principal part 
of his wine, he suddenly weighed anchor and sailed round to 
Charlestown, placed his ship between that town and the Bris- 
tol ship, and moored himself abreast of her. He then order- 
ed the master of the Bristol ship aboard, showed him a com- 
mission, turned up a half-hour glass, and demanded that he 
sliould surrender by the time the glass was out. The Bristol 
captain returned to his own vessel and stated the case to his 
men ; two or three of them were for fighting, and would rather 
have blown up the ship than have yielded, but the greater part 
thought best to secure their property and H^ages, which Capt. 
S. promised them, as well as their lives, and the ship was 
therefore surrendered. 

In this half hour's time a great many people were gathered 
upon the Windmill hill (Copp's hill) to see the issue, and as 
was very natural, some who had an interest in the prize ship 
(especially a Bristol merchant, a very bold malignant, in the 
phrase of the times) began to collect a mob and raise a tumult. 
But some of the inhabitants, apprehensive of serious consequen- 
ces, seized the said merchant and some others that were stran- 
gers and brought them before the deputy, Mr. Winthrop, who 
put them under guard in a room at a publick house. Others who 
belonged to town he committed to prison, and sent the consta- 
ble to require the people to disperse. Capt. Stagg was im- 
mediately called to account, and produced his commission 
from the parliament, which was found to give him sufficient 
authority to make prize of all Bristol vessels in any port or 
creek. 

Great excitement was produced by this occurrence. Some 
of the ministers partook of the common feeling, and in their 
sermons inveighed against the captain, and exhorted the mag- 
istrates and all concerned to maintain the people's liberties, 
which they said were violated by this act. Many were of 
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opinion that Capt. Stagg should be compelled to restore the 
ship ; but the majority of the magistrates were of a different 
opihion, on the ground that it would seem like an opposition 
to parliament. For this and other reasons of state, the cap* 
tain was suffered to enjoy his prize. The merchants who 
were interested in the property on board the Bristol vessel 
petitioned to try their right by an action at law, which was 
granted : but when the governour and six other magistrates 
(for the governour did not send for such as dwelt far oflF) and 
the jury were assembled, the merchants were persuaded not 
to insist on the case being submitted to the jury, but to refer 
the decision of the whole matter to the court of admiralty, 
before which the case must necessarily come. Thus an affair, 
which in its outset threatened to produce no small trouble, end" 
ed peaceably. 

There was a speck of liberty discernible in the part which 
the Boston people took in this affair. An occasion of a differ- 
ent kind occurred in 1646, in which they manifested their love 
of freedom more conspicuously. There had been an assem- 
bly of the ni,inisters and elders in 1643, for the purpose of 
discountenancing an attempt at Newbury to establish some 
things in the presbyterian way. It probably was a voluntajy 
fiieeting, and Mr. Cotton of Boston acted as one of the mode- 
rators. In 1646, a synod was called by the General Court, 
to discuss, dispute and clear up such questions of church gov- 
ernment and discipline as they shall think needful and meet, 
and to continue so doing till the major part of them should be 
agreed upon one form ef government and discipline, which they 
judge agreeable to the holy scriptures, to be presented to the 
court for their approbation. It was of course intended that 
what this synod should decree, and the court approve, should 
become the law of the land and binding on the churches. 
Some of the deputies saw this and opposed the proposition. 
It was demonstrated that no new powers were assumed ; but 
out of regard to the scruples of some members, it was agreed 
that the synod should be convoked by a vote recommending 
it to the several churches to send delegates, and not by a pos- 
itive order. 

But, says Mr. Hubbard, whatever gentle words the order 
was sweetened withal, some of the churches could not swal- 
low it : the principal men who raised objections were some 
lately arrived from England, where a vast liberty was allowed 
by the parliament, which had also sent orders to the West In- 
dia colonies, that all men should enjoy their liberty of con- 
science, and had by their letters also intimated the same to 
those of New-England. Some few of the church in Boston 
adhered to these principles, which made them stickle much 
against the calling of this synod. 
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This few formed about three-sevenths of the acting mem- 
bers of the church ; they were influenced in a great degree 
by the opinion of Mr. Cotton, and their opposition to the mea- 
sure was so determined, that they presented three formal ob- 
jections to it ; that the interference of the court was unneces- 
sary, that the order originated with the ministers, and that 
the decisions of the synod would be binding on the churches, 
without their own consent. A motion was however made 
that the church should send its proportion of delegates, and 
after two Sabbath days' debate, it was carried in the affirma- 
tive by a vote of forty against thirty. Here arose a great 
difficulty : some members were in favour of proceeding to se- 
lect and send their delegates : but the church had heretofore 
done all business by unanimous voles, and it would have 
grieved many to see so important an act as this, carried into 
operation on a bare majority. To relieve the difficulty, some 
one proposed that the whole church should attend and see for 
themselves : but this would appear singular and perhaps be 
thought disrespectful. Some external impulse was necessary 
to bring the matter to a conclusion. Mr. Norton, then of Ips- 
wich, was at hand, and he was procured to supply the pulpit 
as Boston, upon a lecture day, where was a great audience, 
and he handled his subject so aptly, and with so much strength 
of reason and argument, that on the next Sabbath the Boston 
church agreed to send their elders and three of the brethren 
as. messengers to the synod. 

This assembly met at Cambridge and had several adjourn- 
ments until October 1648, when its sesssion terminated. Its 
labours principally consisted in compiling what is called the 
Cambridge platform, which together with the Westminster con- 
fession they recommended to the court, and which for a long 
time continued to be standard authorities in the congregational 
churches in New-England.* 



* Hulhard,B32. Bociw, i. 185. Magnalia, ii. 181— Emerson, 81. Mass. H. C. 1. x. 3—2. i. 
135. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



" Great prince and father of our State, receive 
The well-eam'd honours that thy Rome would give.** 

In the beginning of the year 1649, Boston suffered a mourn- 
ful loss in the death of Governour Winthrop. From the first 
moment of placing his foot on the peninsula he had been its 
firmest friend. His resolute perseverance in opposition to Dud- 
ley's plan of establishing the capital at Cambridge, laid the 
foundation of Boston's greatness, and the endeavours of Endi- 
cott and his party to obtain the same honour for Salem, were 
rendered unavailing through the wisdom and prudence of Win- 
throp. He was one of the earliest Selectmen and frequently 
served on that board. In almost every event of any moment 
we find him bearing part, and except for one short period he 
was an oracle and favourite with the people. Or, as Cotton 
expresses it, he was their friend in all things by his counsel, a 
a help for their bodies by physick, and in their estates by 
law. 

Governour Winthrop was born at the family mansion house 
of his ancestors, at Groton in Soffolk, June 12, 1587. Hav- 
ing been educated to the profession of law, he was made a 
Justice of the peace at the age of eighteen, and soon became 
conspicuous for his many virtues. In his profession he was 
exemplary as an upright and impartial magistrate, and in his 
private character he manifested the traits of a devout and 
practical christian. He had the wisdom to discern and the 
fortitude to perform what was right in executing the duties of 
his office ; and as a gentleman was remarkable for liberality 
and hospitality. These qualities rendered him dear to men 
of sobriety and religion, and fitted him to engage in the great 
and difficult work of founding a colony. 

Previous to his embarking for New-England, he converted 
a fine estate of six or seven hundred pounds sterling per an- 
num into money, which he expended principally in the ser- 
vice of the plantation. His time, his study, his exertions, his 
influence and his interests, were all employed in the publick 
service. He maintained the dignity of a governour with the 
obliging condescension of a gentleman : his wisdom, patience 
and magnanimity were conspicuous in the most severe trials, 
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and his christian-like behaviour added splendour to all his 
rare qualifications. 

He was a pattern to the people of that frugality, decency, 
and temperance, which were necessary in their circumstances, 
and even denied himself many of the elegances and superflui- 
ties of life, which he had enjoyed elsewhere.. This he did 
both that he might set others a proper example, and be the 
better enabled to exercise that liberality in which he delight- 
ed. His charity indeed was unbounded. He would often 
send his servants on some errand, at meal times, to the houses 
of his neighbours to see how they were provided with food, 
and if there was a deficiency would supply them from his own 
table. He mingled with his sterner virtues a happy portion 
of well-timed wit. In one of the very hard and long winters 
which he endured in this climate, a man came to the gov- 
ernour with a private complaint that a needy person in the 
neighbourhood stole wood sometimes from his pile. ' Does 
he,'' said Mr. Winthrop, ' call him to me and I will take a course 
with him, that shall cure him of stealing,^ The man appeared, 
trembling under the terrours of the law, ' Fn'end,' said the 
governour, ^ it is a very cold season, and I doubt you are but 
poorly provided with wood: you are welcome to supply yourself at 
my pile till the winter is over.'' 

But though condescending and gentle on every occasion of 
personal ill treatment, yet where the honour of government or 
religion and the interests of the people were concerned, he 
was equally firm and intrepid, standing foremost in opposition 
to those whom he judged to be really publick enemies. He 
defended the course he had pursued in Mrs. Hutchinson's 
case, on the ground which he maintained on all occasions : 
' I have acted according to my conscience and my oath, and 
by advice of the elders of the church, and am fully satisfied 
that it would not have been consistent with the publick peace 
to have done otherwise.' 

His political opinions were not so favourable to the demo- 
cratical forms of government as were those of some of the 
wise and good men with whom he was associated. On this 
subject he has left us these remarkable words ; ' the best part 
of a community is always the least, and of that best part the 
wiser is still less.' His ideas of the right of a publick officer 
to exercise his own judgment are thus conveyed : ' When you 
choose us magistrates, the covenant between us and you is, that 
we shall govern you and judge your causes according to the 
laws of God and our best skill; and as for our skill, you must 
run the hazard of it : if there be an errour, not in the will, but 
in the skill, it becomes you to bear it.' 

Mr. Winthrop, before he left England, was of a more catho- 
lick spirit than some of his brethren. After he came to America 
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he yielded somewhat to the reigning spirit of intolerance, but 
as be advanced in life he resumed his former moderation, and 
in the time of his last sickness, when Dudley pressed him to 
sign an order for the banishment of a person who was deemed 
heterodox, he refused, saying, that he had done too much of 
that work already. 

He met with much affliction in his family, having buried 
three wives and six children. These and other troubles join- 
ed with the opposition and ill treatment he frequently received 
so preyed upon his nature, already worn by the toils and hard- 
ships of planting a colony in a wilderness, that be perceived a 
decay of his faculties and often spoke of his dissolution as ap- 
proaching, with a calm resignation to the will of heaven. A 
fever occasioned by a cold, after one month's confinement, 
put an end to his life on the 26th of March 1649, set. 62. 

Gov. Winthrop's house stood on the spot occupied by the 
South Row, about opposite to School street. It was of wood, 
two stories high, and was demolished by the British in 1 775. 
His remains were deposited in the family tomb, on the north 
side of the Chapel burial ground. His portrait is preserved 
in the Land Office at the State House. He is judged to have 
been about six feet high, not corpulent, long favoured, with a 
dark blue eye, high forehead, long beard, and dark hair, 
which he wore in the form of a natural wig. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

''See wide dominions ravisfaed from the deep, 
And changed creation takes its face from man.** 

We consider the death of Gov. Winthrop to have complet- 
ed an epoch in the history of Boston. The town had then 
been setded about nineteen years ; its population had become 
so numerous that they were meditating the formation of a new 
church : the necessities of the place and the conveniences it 
afforded for trade, had given occasion for extensive improve- 
ments in the construction of wharves, and other expedients to 
enlarge the facilities for domestick and foreign commerce : a 
foundation was laid for the publick instruction of youth, and a 
regular system of police established. We propose to give in 
this chapter a view of the progress of these improvements. 
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The features ^'hich in sixteen hundred and thirty were 
most prominent on the face of Boston have now disappeared. 
The hill at the north, rising to the height of about 50 feet 
above the sea, presented then on its northwest brow an ab- 
rupt declivity, long' after known as Copp's hill steeps. |V Its 
summit, almost level, extended between Prince and Charter 
streets towards Christ''s church. Thence south a gentle slope 
led to the water, which washed the south side of Prince 
street below, and the north side above Thacher street as far 
as Salem street. Eastward from the church, a gradual de- 
scent led to the north battery, which was considered the bot- 
tom of the hill. South-easterly the slope was still more grad- 
ual, and terminated at the foot of the north square//leaving a 
knoUon the right, where at present stands the meeting-house 
of the Second church. 

This hill was the spot selected for the site of the first wind- 
mill used in the colony, when it was brought down from Wa- 
tertown, in August 1632, because it would not grind there but 
with a westerly wind. Hence it obtained the name of Windmill 
hill. Most probably it was at some period called Snow hill ; 
but about the time of the revolution in 1775, it bore the name 
of Copp, which it retained so long as any portion of it was 
left standing-. 

William Copp was the earliest proprietor of that portion 
of the hill which latterly, bore his name. This appears from 
the following record in the first book of possessions. 

" The possession of William Copp -within the limits of Boston. 

" One house and lott of halfe an acre in the Mill field bound- 
ed with Thomas Buttolph southeast : John Button northeast : 
the marsh on the southwest: and the river on the northwest." 

Copp's hill was at one time in possession of the Ancient 
and Honourable A^rtiWery Company. In 1775 the common 
was occupied by the British troops, and that company was re- 
fused admittance there to perform their exercise and evolu- 
tions. Major Wm. Bell, who was then commander, therefore 
marched the company to Copp's hill. Some years after, a 
question arose in town meeting,/ to whom this hill belonged :' 
some one said, ' to the Ancient and Honourable.' Col. Jo- 
seph Jackson, their treasurer and past commander, was sent 
for, and declared that he considered it their property, a mort- 
gage upon it to them having lopg since run out, and that Capt; 
Bell, with the company, had taken possession of it in 1775. 
Capt. Bell was then interrogated by Col. Thomas Dawes, the 
moderator. Why did you march your company to Copp's 
hill ? Answer. I was prohibited from entering the common, 
14 
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conceiving this hill to Ipe the property of the company, I 
marched them there, as a place no one had a right to exclude 
them from. Question by moderator. Supposing a party of 
British troftps should have been in possession of it, and should 
have, forbidden you entrance, what would you have done ? 
Answer. I would have charged bayonets, and forced my 
way, as surely as I would force my way into my dwelling 
house, if taken possession of by a gang of thieves. The 
late Col. William Tudor, who was then present, said, ' Mr. 
Moderator, The hill clearly belongs to that company, and I 
wish they would execute a quit claim of it to me for a fair 
price.' The mortgage was afterwards discharged. 

The British left a small fort standing on this bill, (near the 
southwest corner of the burial ground,) which remained a fa- 
vourite resort for the recreation of school-boys, until the im- 
provements commenced in 1807, that have terminated in the 
levelling of the hilJ, and the erection of buildings on its sum- 
mit and base.* 

Lynn-street and Ann-street, as far south as Richmond- 
street, occupy what was the foot of Windmill hill on the sea- 
board. The land between Richmond-street on the north, and 
i^ortland and Elm-streets on the south, was a narrow necic,on 
either side of which was a spacious cove. Southerly from 
Richmond-street, Ann-street probably follows the shore, till 
we reach the Mill creek, where a natural inlet commenced, 
which extended to and covered what is now Hatter's square. 

As near as can be ascertained the name of ' the ceroe' was 
applied to all the water which flowed between the head of 
Hancock's wharf and the boltom of State-street. All the 
records of possessions north of the former speak of the sea 
or the bay (as Josselyn called it) for the bounds on the north 
and east. Then comes Thomas Joy who has the cove south- 
west ; Mr. Thomas Clarke next has it south, which probably 
was at the foot of North-square, (for some time called Clark's 
square.) Southerly from him various owners have the cove 
southeast, east and north till we come to Edward Tyng, who 
has the bay on the east, and the cove on the north. 

The western extremity of this, which we will call the mar- 
ket-cove, has of late years been known as the Town dock ; it 
was formerly called Bendall's dock, from Edward Bendall, 
who owned a lot near the head of it. His deed gives him the 
cove north and east, which brought him not far from the cor- 
ner of Dock-square opposite the Sheep-market : a creek is 
mentioned near his new house, April 1639. The water flow- 
ed near to the foot of Brattle-street. The whole of Dock-square 

• H^tlnanVhisl. tktich, p.66. IFintAray'i Journal. 



HISTORY OF BOSTON. 



107 



and Market-square, and the west side of Union-street as far as 
Creek lane, and all east of that to the Mill creek were daily 
covered by the tide. 

Between the inlet, which now forms the Mill creek, and the 
principal arm of the cove, there was a narrow point of low 
marsh projecting, in the form of a triangle. This was an- 
ciently granted to Mr. Bellingham. In 1644 he sold one half 
to Christopher Lawson, and the other half in 1646 to Joshua 
Scottow, who in 1650 appears also to have purchased of 
James Everill another portion of the same marsh, which was 
the identical spot on which lately stood the triangular ware- 
house. 

THE TEIANGUIAR WAREHOUSE. 




VIEW FBOM S. E. COBNEB. Of FAKEUIL-HAtl.. 



The origin of that singular building is involved in a happy 
obscurity, which has given rise to much curious speculation. 
It stood at the head of the Town dock, as it was in July last, 
on the north side of the same. It occupied precisely the 
space marked by the small triangle, which is to be seen in 
square H e on our plan for 1824, and opposite to the swing 
bridge, which is shewn on the plan for 1722. It measured on 
the side facing the dock forty-eight feet : on Roe-buck passage 
fifty-one, and on the back side fifty-five feet. It was built of 
brick, on a stone foundation, and had a slated roof. There 
were two principal stories in the building with a good 
cellar underneath. The lower story appeared to have been 
arched, with very many doors and windows. On each cor- 



108 HISTORY or BOSTON. 

ner, and in the centre of the roof there was a tower, such as is 
represented in the plate, topped with a ball. The centre ball 
was of wood ; the others were of stone, all fixed on iron spires 
set in lead. Conjecture has made this edifice to have been a 
fort built for the protection of the town, or a custom-house 
for the accommodation of government ; there is, however, 
good reason to believe that it was not erected for any publick 
purpose, but that it was built about the year 1700, by London 
merchants, for a commercial warehouse. It had been a place 
of considerable business and for some time the publick scales 
for weighing large draughts were kept there. Of late years 
it had been occupied for minor purposes, until August last, 
when it was taken down to make room for the great improve- 
ments commenced in the vicinity of the market. It was con- 
structed with great strength, the bricks were of a larger size 
than those now used, and the foundation stood upon a sandy 
marsh/; beneath which there is found a solid blue clay, at 
about thirteen feet below the level of Ann-street. 

State-street was a primitive highway. The owners on both 
sides, about 1640, can be traced. Edward Tyng before men- 
tioned, owned the North-east corner, which, as we suppose, 
was the South-west corner of Merchants'-row. William Hud- 
son, senior, held a house and yard ait the lower end on the 
south side, which appears to have been the only lot between 
the corner of that street and the commencement of Mr. Win- 
throp's marsh, which afterwards came to be known by the 
name of Oliver's dock. This lot was probably situated near 
the corner of Kilby-street now occupied by the New-England 
bank. From between that corner and the bottom of Milk- 
street, a cove run up westward as far as Spring-lane, where 
there was a remarkable spring. Mi-. Winthrop's garden lay 
on the south side of that lane, and was said to be bounded 
north with the springate. Mr. Hibbins lay east of him, hav- 
ing also the springate north. Then came John Spoore, who 
had ' the creek' north, and the marsh east of him. These 
three lots bring us down to the block between Congress and 
Kilby (late Adams) street. Passing the intervening piece of 
marsh, (or water course,) we then have three lots which have 
the marsh still on the north, and at the water side have John 
Corapton's house and garden ' bounded with the cove on the 
east and the fort-hill on the south.' The lots on the north 
side of Spring-lane and Water-street are all said to be bound- 
ed south, either by the springate or the marsh. 

We have taken the pains to trace out the above points on 
the original records, to show how accurately tradition and the 
memory of our aged citizens agree with the facts thus ascer- 
tained. They substantiate the account in Shaw's description, 
which we here insert. 
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' Oliver's Dock, not many years since^ came up to Kilby- 
street. A fish-shop owned by Mr. Solomon Hewes, used to 
stand over the water, and parallel to the street. On the side 
of the dock stood the famous stamp office, occupied by Lieut. 
Governor Oliver. This small building was tumbled into the 
water by the patriotic mob in 1765, and with it was over- 
thrown the scheme of taxation which led to the revolution. 
The building, now (1817) occupied as a grocer's shop, by J. 
Welsh, stands on the same spot. 

' The greater part of Quaker-lane (Congress street,) is made 
land. An aged gentleman, who Uv.ed near the spot, says that 
when the foundation of Joy's buildings was preparing, the 
remains of the hull of an old vessel, or large boat, with frag- 
ments of canvass, and tarred rope, were dug up : which shews 
the place had been once used for a graving yard, or some 
similar purpose. A relative of our informant, remembered 
when lighters and boats came up the creek (then so called,) 
as far as the wheat sheaf, now the estate of Mr. Kendall, the 
baker. On the spot now covered by the corner of Joy's 
buildings, stood a shop, improved by one Kent, a tanner. His 
tan-yard was in the rear, and in front was a wharf, for the 
accommodation of his small vessels. This was one branch 
of the creek. 

' Another branch may be traced thus : — A Mr. Marshall 
remembered, when a boy, smelts were caught at the head of 
the creek, near the meeting-house in Federal-street, where is 
now the drain and common sewer. A man descended in this 
some years ago, and groped his way under ground, till he 
came out at Oliver's dock. — Here were a number of cooper's 
shops ; the workmen used to soak their hoops in the water, 
now covered^by an oyster shop, and buildings occupied by 
painters and others. From a view of the ground, there is 
reason to believe that the greater part of Congress-street, the 
whole of Kilby-street, and Liberty-square, are built on flats 
once covered by salt water. In noticing the great storm and 
tide, in 1 723, the writer says, " we could sail in boats from 
the southern battery to the rise of ground in King-street." 

' Another aged inhabitant states, that he has seen a canoe 
sail, at different times, over the spot which now makes the 
corner of Congress and Water-streets ; and thinks he has 
seen the water three feet deep in Federal-street. He remem- 
bers having heard Dr. Chauncy say, that he had taken smelts 
in the place, now improved as a garden, belonging to the es- 
tate of the late Judge Paine, in Milk-street, [at the west cor- 
ner of Federal-street.] 

' Passing on southerly from the bottom of Milk-street to 
Battery-march, you walk over a spot, which was formerly oc- 
cupied by Mr. Hallowell as a ship-yard, — Where the Custom- 
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house, and the adjoining sWres now stand, vessels of gi?eat 
burthen have been built ; and a large and beautiful ship, com- 
pletely rigged, owned by Capt. Fellows was launched there, 
within the recollection of many now living. 

' In very high tides the water has flowed up to the corner 
of State-street, formerly called the Admiral Vernon tavern, 
now occupied by Mr. Sumner as a crockery store. At the 
bottom of this street not many years since, logs were dug up 
in a sound state, which, from the knots and remains of the 
boughs, must have been felled near the spot.' 

The grocery shop mentioned in this account stood at the 
corner of Kilby-street, which makes the north-east corner of 
Liberty-square, being very near the centre of H h. Joy's 
buildings are on the west side of Congress-street, corner of 
Water-street. The southern branch of the creek covered a 
part of the lower end of Pearl-street, and extended across 
the Atkinson estate, which lay between Pearl and Atkinson- 
streets, as appears on an ancient plan deposited in the Athe- 
nasum, and is also evident from the course of the larger drain. 
The head of the creek reached towards Summer-street, and 
in very high tides, has nearly united with the water from 
South-street at the late Mr. Ebenezer Parsons' garden, now 
Winthrop-place. In digging for the foundation of the very 
elegant stone stores recently erected by Waterston, Pray, & 
Co. at the corner of Kilby and Water-streets, it was necessa- 
ry to pass through marsh and dock mud, and the tide water 
daily filled the trenches, until the discovery that it was all let 
in by one aqueduct log. The Admiral Vernon tavern noticed 
by Shaw, was at the corner of Merchants'-Row. 

From the south-east margin of this, which we will call the 
middle-cove, the eastern hill commenced its ascent, and ex- 
tending gradually to the south and west rose to the height of 
80 feet above the sea. Its eastern side was also a ragged cliff, 
that seemed placed by nature in front of the entrance to the 
harbour for the purposes of defence, to which it was very 
soon applied, and from which it obtained its present name of 
Fort-hill. It was before called Corn-hill. Southerly and 
westerly it slopes towards Purchase and Atkinson, and down 
High-street to the foot of Summer-street. 

The estates east of High-street had the bay on the east, 
and when we arrive to the lots now in South-street and Essex, 
they are said to have the cove on the south, which we call 
the southern cove. Windmill point at the bottom of Sea-street 
makes one limit of this cove, and South Boston the other, with 
Dorchester and Roxbury south, and the neck on the west. 

' The neck now so called within the limits of Boston is one 
mile and thirty-nine yards in length. A part of it has been 
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greatly widened and improved by building, and the whole ex- 
tent has been raised by art above its original level : other- 
wise the neck has undergone but little alteration. It is hard- 
ly necessary to state that the neck has been overflowed in 
many parts, within the recollection of people now living.' 

On the west side of the neck we have the receiving basin of 
the mill-dam, and as we advance north from that we enter 
Charles River, which washes the western shore of the penin- 
sula, and empties itself into the bay between Copp's hill and 
Charlestown. There its breadth is' about 600 yards : towards 
the south part of the town it widens into a bay of considera- 
ble extent, but the channel becomes narrow and innavigable 
by large vessels at low tide. Formerly also there was a 
spacious cove on the Boston side, still nearer the mouth of 
the river. This afterwards became the mill pond by the 
erection of the causeway from Prince-street G c to Leverett 
street D d. The waters of ' the mill cove' came up to the 
south-west side qf Prince-street below Thacher-street, where 
they took a turn northerly and up towards the bottom of 
Snow-hill-street. The northerly end of Thacher-street lay 
open till within a very few years. The south side of Prince 
street above this spot was marsh, and so was the west side of 
Back-street. A causeway was also erected on this side, for 
the convenience of passengers to the mill ; it lay east of the 
present site of the First Baptist meeting-house, and opened a 
few rods east of Thacher-street. 

Until 1807, when the mill pond began to be filled up, about 
one half the Baptist meeting-house mentioned stood over the 
water, and the margin of the pond ran in a south by west line 
to the south mills, which stood at the entrance on Mill-pond- 
street, near the furniture warehouse of Mr. Beals. Verging 
thence a little more westerly, it passed across Union, Friends' 
and Portland-street towards the bottom of Hawkins', whence 
it took a westerly course across Pitt's and Gooch-street to the 
entrance from Leverett-street, which at one time bore the 
name of Mill-alley. Not far from this spot we find the record 
of a ' small creek,' as the west bounds of an estate, Alexan- 
der Beck's, which had ' the cove north, and John Leverit 
south,' from whom Leverett-street hasi probably derived its 
name. 

The descent to the water here waS very steep. The south- 
west side of Leverett-street, opposite this opening, stands on 
rising ground from which we may commence our ascent to 
one portion of the chief of the three hills. A street was 
early laid out in the vicinity, if not in the very course of 
Temple-street, and those among us not very old can well re- 
member Beacon hill steps, which stood at the head of it, to 
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conduct us to a spot that we shall ever recollect with pleasure 
and regret. 

The top of this beautiful hill was 138 feet and a half above 
the level of the sea. It afforded ' an extensive and most en- 
chanting prospect of the country round,' and of the islands 
in the harbour. The spirit of speculation has in an evil hour 
laid it low, and posterity must satisfy themselves with a dull 
description instead of enjoying the reality. 

Beacpn hill with its two eminences embraced about a hun- 
dred acres of ground, extending through the centre of the 
peninsula, from the river to the coves. The view given in 
page 46, exhibits as exact a representation of its original ap- 
pearance seen from Charlestown, as we have been able to ob- 
tain. Probably it was better wooded. Of late years, while 
it laid open as a pasture ground for cattle, the barberry and 
the wild rose grew upon it. The eminence almost contiguous 
to Beacon hill on the east, was rather higher than that on its 
western side. It reached towards Tremont-street (lately so 
called) and thence with a very slow descent in three di- 
rections led to the Springate, the Market cove, and the 
Mill pond, through Sudbury-street. The grounds occupied 
by the gardens of Messrs. Phillips, Green, and Lloyd, we 
conjecture to have been ' the three little rising hills,' from 
which arose the name of Trea-Mount, as the street was first 
officially designated in 1708.* 

The westernmost eminence or left shoulder of this bill, as 
Johnson might call it, making no unapt comparison of the 
three to the head and shoulders of a man, was farther from 
the beacon, and occupied what is now called Mount Vernon. 
The highest points were probably between Sumner and 
Pinckney-streets, giving an easy descent towards Cambridge- 
street on the north, and a more rapid one to Beacon-street 
south. On the top, directly opposite the Charles-street meet- 
ing-house, there was, and continues to be, a boiling spring, 
which is now open in three places, at a height not less than 
eighty feet above the water. The west side of this hill ap- 
pears to have been rough and precipitous, though several 
streets are now constructed over it, which afford a more gen- 
tle, if not entirely safe approach to the river. 

' A certain writer, in mentioning this river, quaintly says, 
the subject is dry though watery ; and is not considerable, 
otherwise than in settling the south line of the Massachusetts 
colony. It is, however, worthy of particular description, in 
an account of Boston.t 



* MUcellanies in library or Historical Society. 

t See Shaw, p. 60,70, 73, 81, 101, 116. fFinthrop, May, 1632. Halc'i Survey, p. 20. 
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The source of the principal branch of this river, is a pond, 
bordering on Hopkinton. It passes through, Hoiliston and 
Bellingham, and branches of it divide Medway from Medfield, 
Wrentham and Franklin, Dover from Sherburne, and passing 
in a north-easterly course through the S. E. corner of Natick, 
it there turns to the eastward, and separating Needham and 
Dover, pursues it^ way into Dedham; where at about nine 
miles from Boston, a stream called Mother Brook runs out of 
this river into the Neponset, and forms a sort of canal between 
the two. From this place the course of the Charles is north- 
erly between Needham and Newton to the bounds of Weston, 
whence bending eastward it separates Weston and Waltham 
from Newton. From the south-east corner of Wallhara, it has 
Watertown and Cambridge on the north, Newton, Walertown 
(at the village), Brighton and Brookline on the south, till it 
reaches the harbour of Boston. The junction of the Charles 
and Neponset by the medium of Mother Brook, forms a beauti- 
ful island of the towns that lie within them, to wit, Brookline, 
Brighton, Newton, part of Dedham, Dorchester, Roxbury 
and Boston. These rivers are interrupted by several elegant 
falls, and afford a number of seats for mills and manufactories. 

Besides the hills and v?ater sjaots mentioned there was one 
of each, of which nothing now remains to be seen ; Fox hill 
which is delineated on our old plan at the bottom of the com- 
mon, and the town's watering place, which was afterwards 
called ' the pond,'' on the north side of Bedford-street, near 
the opening into Chauncy-place. It is most likely that ' Mr. 
Coddington's swamp' was situated in that vicinity, farther 
down the street. There was also a considerable extent of 
marsh on the north side of Cambridge street below Blossom 
street. The plans of the town so late as 1796 exhibit no 
land west of a line from the foot of Centre, (No. 69 in Bf,) to 
Brighton street, in B d. ' 

An enumeration of the islands in the harbour will now com- 
plete our design of bringing into one view the original appear- 
ance of Boston. The following table was made in 1793 by 
that distinguished antiquary Mr. Thomas Pemberton, with 
great care. ' The distances are from actual survey according 
to Des Barre's excellent chart. Although not all the islands 
in the table belong to Boston, the propriety of inserting it .en- 
tire will be manifest. The bay or harbour extends from 
Nantasket to Boston, and spreads from Chelsea to Hingham, 
containing about 75 square miles. It is bespangled with up- 
wards of 100 islands or rocks, and receives the waters from 
Mystick, Charles, Neponset and Manatticut Rivers, with sev- 
eral other smaller streams.' 
15 
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Illandt and I^cil. 


Hutawx from 
Long Wharf, 
Boston. 


Situatim. 


In mhttt place. 


Apple Island - 


2 3-4 miles. 


Between Snake andGreen 


Boston. 








islands - - 




^pthorp's, a part of Calf 


9 


» 






Island 










Bird Island. Soil washed 


1 1-12 


« 


Between Noddle's and 


Boston. 


away} but dry at low 






Govemour's island 




water 










Great Brewster. Contains 


7 3-4 


« ■ 


Between I,ovell's and 


HulL 


about 2S acres. A high 






Light-House island 




eliff, towards the sea ; it 






.. 




is lessening every year. 

Jliddle Brewster. Rocks, 

with a small portion of 


8 1-8 


" 


Between the Great and 
Outer Brewster 


Hull. 


soil 
Outer Brewster - - 


8 1-4 


» 


East from the Middle 
Brewster 


Hnll. 


Bumkin Island 


9 1-4 


n 


Between Nantaaket and 
Little Hog island - - 


Hinghani. 


Button Island 


n 1-4 


n 


Between Sailor's island 
and Hingbam 




Calf Island. A rocli,cover- 


7 3-4 


« 


Between the GrealBrews- 


HnU. 


ed in some parts with soil. 






ter and Green island - 




Castle Island, (Fort Inde- 


2 1-3 


„ 


Between Thomson's island 


Boston. 


pendence) - - - 
Chandler's Island, called 


10 3-4 


» 


and Boston 
Between Bumkin island 


Hingham. 


Langley's,in DesBarre's 






and Hingham . - 


"" 


Chart - - 










Deer Island. Wasting to- 


4 1-4 


„ 


Between Shirley point 


Boston. 


wards the sea, and gain- 






and Lovell's island 




ing on the inside, and at 










the East point - - 










Egg Rock. A bare rock. 


8 3-4 


» 


East from Light-Honse 




Gallop's Island 


6 


" 


Between Lovell's and 
Rainsford's islands 




George's Island 


6 1-2 


» 


Between Lovell's and 
Pettick's islands^ - - 


Hull. 


Govemour's Island, con- 


1 7-8 


» 


Between Deer and Bird 


Boston. 


taining about 70 acres - 






islands 




Grape Island 


8 7-8 

\ 


J) 


Between Bumkin island 
and Weymouth 




Graves. Bare rocks - . 


9 1-4 


n 


E. by N. from Green 
island . . - - 




Green Island. Rock, cov- 


7 7-8 


» 


Between Calf island end 


HnU. 


ered with soil in most 






the Graves rocks 




parts - - 










Half Moon Island 


6 1-8 


n 


Between Nut island and 
Squantnm 




A small Island - - - . 


4 3-4 


» 


Near Half Moon island - 


Dorcheste]^ 


Hangman's Island - - 


& 7-8 


I) 


Between Pettick's and 
Moon islands 
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Islanda and Roci:s. 


Diatarieefiom 
Long Wharf 
Boston, 


Sitv.ation. 


In what place. 


Harding's Rocks. Visible 


10 3-4 miles. 


S. E. 1-2 S. from the 




at low water - - 




Light-House 




Hog island - - - . 


2 1-2 „ 


Between Noddle's island 
and Chelsea 


Boston. 


Little Hog island - - 


3 7-8 „ 


Between Nantasket and 
Bumkin island 


Hull. 


Light-House island. Rock, 
with 3-4ths of an acre of 


8 1-2 „ 


S. 69 deg. E. 

Between Point Alderton 


Hull. 


soil. A bar, di^j* at low 




and the Middle Brews- 




water, connects it with 




ter - - 




the Great Brewster 
Long island - - 

Lovell's island 


4 3-4 „ 
B 1-4 „ 


Between Nick's Mate and 
Spectacle island - - 

Between Long island and 
the Great Brewster . 


Boston. 
Boston. 


Moon island 

Nick's Mate. Nearly wash- 
ed away by the sea 
Noddle's, or Williams's 


4 3-4 „ 

S3-4 „ 

3-4 „ 


Between Thomson's and 

Hangman's islands - 

Between Long island and 

■ Gallop's island - 

Between Boston and Hog 


Dorchester. 

Boston. 

Boston. 


Island - 
Nut island. Joins the 


7 1-4 „ 


island - - - 
Between PetUck's island 




main at half tide 
PetUck's island 


8 7-8 • „ 


and Gerniantown 
Between George's island 
and Braintree Great 


Hun. 


Rackoon island 


8 1-4 „ 


Head 
Between Sheep island and 


Quincy. 


R.agged island - 
Ralnsford island 


10 3-4 „ 
S7-8 „ 


Germantown 
Near Chandler's island - 
Bfetween Gallop's and 


Hingham, 
Hull. 


Rainsford rocks - - - 





Hangman's islands . - 
S. S. W. from Rainsford 
island 




Sailor's island. Galled 


11 11 


Between Bumkin island 


Hingham. 


Sarah's island in Des 




and Hingfaam - 




Barre's chart 








Sheep island - . - 


8 3-8 „ 


Between Bumkin and Pet- 
tick's islands 




Slate island . . . - 


9 3^8 „ 


Between Bumkin island 
and Weymouth river 




6 nake 'island 
Spectacle island 


3 1-4 „ 

3 5-8 „ 


Between Apple island and 
Shirley point - - - 

Between Castle and Long 
islands 


Boston. 
Boston. 


Sunken island - - 


6 1-12 „ 


Between Lftng island and 
Pettick's island - - 




TIioAisott's island 


S 1-2 „ 


Between Moon island and 
Dorchester . . . - 


Dorchester. 


A small island Marsh in 


2 1-4 „ 


Near Maiden bridge - - 


Charlestown. 


Mystick river 
Shirley point - - - 
Alderton point 


4 1-2 „ 
9 1-2 „ 




Chelsea. 
Hull. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

It would be no anprofitable tiling for yoil 

t» pui wer thft several streets and call to mind who Ihtd here so many years ago. 

Increase Mather. 

Shaw introduces the above quotation from a lecture preach- 
ed in 1693, entitled tlieBostonian Ebenczer, atid adds 'who 
does not regret that the learned preacher has not given us 
the result of these profitable inquiries ? Retrospection lingers 
with melancholy delight on the spot to which talents and 
learning and piety once gave importance.' Presuming that 
our readers partake in some degree of this feeling, we liave 
been the more minute in our researches regarding the early 
period of our history. We have incidentally noticed the 
places where Cotton and Winthrop aad Vane resided. The 
book of possessions to which we have referred, enables us to 
j)oint out those of other eminent characters, about the period 
of 1645. 

Gov. Winthrop's neighbour on the opposite corner of the 
springate was Elder Thomas Oliver, who from several notices 
in the town records and in the Governour's journal, appears 
to have been an experienced and skilful surgeon. He came 
to Boston quite early, and was a right godly man, and his 
wife also a very godly woman that could bear the severest of 
afflictions with much patience and honour.* Elder Thomas 
Leverett, who prior to his removal hither had been an ancient 
and sincere professor in Mr. Cotton's congregation in England, 
had his house and garden on the east side of the old meeting- 
house, with the street on the north, and the marsh of Mr. 
Winthrop on the south. That part of Congress street north 
of Water street was long called Leverett's lane or str,eet, in 
remembrance of him. He was father to John Leverptt, 
who became a very distinguished man in our annals. This 
last resided at the south-east corner of Court street. 

His next neighbour on the south was Richard Parker or 
Brackett, whose name we find on the colony records as 
prison keeper so early as 1638. He had ' the. market stead^ 
on the east, the prison yard west, and the meeting house on 
the south. The other corner of Cornhill square, which used 
to be called Church square, was owned by Valentine Hill, a 



• Magulln, ii. 006. JFinthrop. Jan. 9, 1633. Sept. IT, 1644. Town Records, Sept. 1644. 
Ju. I64T. 
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man of eminence in town affairs. From these data we ascer- 
tain the fact, that the county prison was originally located about 
the spot where the jail lately stood, and that the spot now oc- 
cupied by the Old State-house was the ancient market-place. 

Mr. Coggan, who set up the first shop in Boston, lived on 
the north side of the market, at the corner of State street. 
He probably purchased of Mr. Wilson the minister, who own- 
ed north and east of him» On this lot Mr. Wilson had a house, 
two gardens, a barn and a yard ; out of this he sold a lot of 
45 feet in front, between him and Mr. Coggan, to John Da- 
vies, which makes it quite likely that his dwelling house was 
very near the new Branch bank, and that Wilson's lane takes 
its name from him. We may be permitted to add the hope 
that the name will always be retained. It can do posterity no 
harm to be reminded that there were good men, though it may 
be irksome to imitate them. 

Capt. Keayne lived on the other corner of State street, op- 
posite the market-stead : Major (so they called Major Gene- 
ral) Edward Gibbons' dwelling house, with other housing and 
a garden, were situated on the bend opposite the lower end of 
Market street, so as to give him the street on the west and the 
north. William Pierce owned an estate, extending from State 
street north to the cove, in the direction of Flagg alley, which 
a long time bore his name. Samuel Cole, who in the name 
of Richard, figures so demurely by the side of his wife in the 
Peep at the Pilgrims, lived on the west side of Merchants' row, 
mid-way from State street to Faneuil Hall, and there kept his 
tavern; which it will be remembered was the first in the town, 
and which Lord Leigh declared was so well regulated, that he 
could be as private there as he could have been at the Gover- 
nour's own house.* 

Capt. William Tyng, sometime treasurer for the country, had 
a house, one close, a garden, one great yard and one little 
yard before the hall windows, bounded with Mr. Richard Bel- 
lingham and the street that goes to the dock southwards. This 
sets him on the tongue'of land between Brattle and Washing- 
ton streets, now known as Market Row, and gives Mr. B. an 
estate about the end of Market street. The latter probably 
resided there, but he had also a garden plot next but one to 
Mr. Cotton's on Common (late T.'emont) street. 

Mr. Heni-y Dunster, first president of Harvard college, 
owned the north east corner of Court street. Daniel Maud, 
one of the earliest schoolmasters, lived next south of Mr. Cot- 
ton, now the noble mansion of Lt. Gov. Phillips. The corner 
of Beacon street opposite the chapel was Mr. Coggan's estate, 
and had then the burying place adjoining it on the east. On 

* Winthropj June, 1637. 
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the other side of this burial ground, fronting south on School 
street, was the house and garden of Thomas Scottow, joiner, 
who, in Feb. 1644, was appointed to superintend the graveSj 
gates and fences. He and Mr. Richard Hutchinson divided 
the north side of School street. Zaccheus Bosworth lived at 
the corner on the west end, and those southward of him bad 
the common on their west. The south-east corner of School 
street was the estate of Mr. Atherton Hough, (sometimes spelt 
Hoffe :) he was often a representative of the town in the gene- 
ral courts. His neighbour on School street was Arthur Perrj, 
worthy of note as town drummer on all important occasions. 
His services entitled him to a salary of £& in 1638, and pro- 
vision was made in 1643, for the instruction of such as were 
candidates to become his successprs. A barber by the name 
of Francis Lisle'*' kept opposite to where the Old South stands, 
and three doors above him was William Aspinwall, who was 
a notary publick and recorder, after his return from banish- 
ment. His estate extended from the main or high street, to 
the common, and we find the name of Bomsted near him. 

At the south-east corner of Winter street was the widow 
Jane Parker, and on the opposite corner, Robert Biott. 
Boylston market place belonged to an Oliver, and the opposite 
corner to Robert Wing. Deacon Colburn westward of w^som- 
there were six lots, Belcher, Talmage, Snow, Walker, Brisco, 
Flacke, lived on the high street at the northerly corner of 
Elliot street, and deacon Jacob Elliot, from whom the street 
derived its name, was his neighbour on the south corner. We 
find no private property south of this : and the next allotment 
on the east side of the high street was Garret Bourne's, at the 
head of Essex street, but so far down as to give hioi the cove 
on the south. His next neighbour was Edward Rainsford, 
whose name is still retained for the lane that was afterwards 
opened in the vicinity of his estate. Griffith Bowen was on 
the north corner of Essex street, and Mr Thomas Fowle's 
possession was one house and garden five estates north of him. 
Robert Woodward lived at the south and Thomas Wheeler at 
the north corner of Bedford street, the latter having the lane S. 
the high street W. the watering place E. and Wm. Blaintaine 
N. who also had the watering place east. The widow Eliza- 
beth Purton lived at the south-west corner of Summer street, 
and Nath. Woodward, sen. who had a numerous family, op- 
posite to her. Robert Reinolds owned the corner of Milk 
street opposite the Old South, and two estates below him was 
Nath. Bishop, from whom came the name of Bishop's alley, 
once appropriated to Hawley street. 



* It is'not certoia wbelber he was the barber ckv-urgton, who lost his life Id a snow storm, 
while on his way to Roxbury to draw a tooth. W.W. P. b. 2. ub. 15. . 
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Jeremy Houchin, who was a tanner by trade, was located 
£»t the corner of Hanover and Court streets (Concert hall) 
and had his tan-pits and tan-yards there. Down that side of 
Court street were the families of Makepeace, Thwing, Joshua 
Scottow, (of whom we have a memoir in the fourth volume of 
the Hist. Coll. 2d. Series.) Beck, Brown and Biggs. Thomas 
Marshall, who was a shoemaker besides being ferryman, 
owned a lot which falls near the block between Union street 
and Marshall lane. He had the street S. W. and N. W. and 
the marsh south-east: the extent of his lot was about half an 
acre. At the north end the whole sea board was htled out, 
beginning at the mill creek and following the shore to the 
north end of Snow-hill-street : we shall have occasion to^name 
the families hereafter. Sudbury street was occupied on both 
sides, and lots extending from the cove on the north to the 
lane (Green st.) on the south were improved with dwelling 
houses and gardens as far as ' Mill alley.' The rest of the 
north and west parts of the town was owned in large lots, 
said to be in the mill field and new field. Among others we 
notice Thomas Buttolph who had about five acres in each of 
those fields, an acre and a half between Essex and Bedford 
streets, besides his house and garden midway between Market 
and Court streets. The name of Buttolph street may proba- 
bly be traced to him. Capt. Christopher Stanley was also a 
large owner of estates in various parts, and was Buttolph's 
neighbour on the north. Ensign Thomas Savage at one 
time owned in the same neighbourhood, and a little above 
them Capt. Thomas Hawkins, which last had also an estate 
in the vicinity of the street that bears his name. Near Fort 
hill we find among others the names of Richard Gridley and 
Edward Belcher. Part of Purchase street formerly was 
called by the name of the latter, and we have now in that 
quarter a Gridley lane. 

These researches have informed us of the number and ex- 
tent of most of the high ways, which existed at the period of 
twenty years after the settlement of the town. The first or- 
ders on record upon this subject were passed in October, 
1636: we have given some extracts on page 83, and shall be 
the more copious here, to save the labour of future inquirers. 

There was a high way, sometimes called the high street, 
laid out from the head of the dock to Mr. Colburn's field, 
a little south of Elliot street, and beyond that was the ' foot 
way unto Samuel Wilbour's field next Roxbury.' On the 
east side of this high way Essex street was laid out, but had 
no particular name : so was it with Bedford street, which was 
afterwards called Pond-street, with reference to the watering 
place to which it led. Summer street and High street had 
the name of Mill street or lane, because they led to the widow 
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Tuttle's mill. Milk-street was called the Fort street, it being 
the thorough fare from the high street to the works at Fort 
hill. State street is called the Water street in Mr. Wilson's 
deed. Court street as far as Market street had the name of 
Gentry hill street. From the chapel burial ground north and 
from Market street west to the bottom of Sudbury street, the 
way was known as Sudbury street, doubtless in reference to 
the part of England from which many of the Boston people 
emigrated. In March 1 640 it was ordered that the street 
from Mr. Hough's to the Gentry hill should be kept open for- 
ever : this was School street and part of Beacon street. 
Winter, Boylston and Elliot streets were at that time lanes. 
Thefirst has at some period borne the name of Blott's lane, from 
Robert Blott, the first proprietor of one of the eastern corners. 

Hanover street north from the mill-creek, and also 
Marshall's lane, we think are described in the following pro- 
vision: 1636, October. 'The streete waye from the gates 
next James Everill's, toward the Mylne, is to runne straight 
along in an even line to John Pemberton's house, and to 
rainge betweene Thomas Marshall's house and Serjeant Sav- 
age's, and to bee within the street betweene payle and payle 
on each side, two poles broad.* 

' A layne to goe from cove to cove, between Thomas 
Paynter and Thomas Marshall's, one pole and a half between 
payle and payle.' 

We can trace nothing of Hanover street farther north : in 
a deed from Thomas Clarke of Dorchester,/ merchant, to 
Christopher Stanley we find something like the original of 
Fleet and Tilestonst. though it surprises us to see one of them 
' thirty six foote broad unto the lowermost highway and from 
thence to low water marke thirty foote,' whereas the other 
' going towards the mill hill,'' was only twelve foote. This 
lowermost highway was Ann Street ' upon the sea bank,' and 
before Walter Merry's at the North battery it was 16 ft. 
broad. It followed the shore, as we have supposed, to the 
mill creek inlet, and was completed in the following order. 

' The land at the head of the cove, round about by John 
Glover's, Geo. Burden's, Hugh Gunnison's, Capt. W. Tyng's, 
Wra. Franklin's, Robert Nash's and eight foot to eastward of 
it, is high way — as also from the eastward side of the 8 feet, 
and round about by the corner of Edw. Bendall's brick house, 
and so by S. Cole's house, as also to E. Tyng's wharf 

* ICS^. Dec. 4. Ordereilf a fence to be made bet^veen the two necks^. 
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diall go a high way of twenty foot.'* Here E. Tyng had a 
house, yard, warehouse and brew-house. 

There was also a passage way of seven foot, up from the 
creek near Bendall's to the lower part of Mr. Keayne's gar- 
den at his mud-wall house, in 1639, which probably answers 
to Wilson's lane or Exchange street. And there was a lane 
by the old meeting house : Henry Webb, a merchant who 
lived at the coi-ner had the market place north, and on the 
east the old meeting house and the lane, which terminated at 
the Springate or high way by the spring. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

" Full were our cities with the sods of art, 
And trade and joy in every busy street 
Mingling; were heard." 

'Straits and difficulties,' says Hutchinson, 'at the beginning 
of .the colony had produced industry and good husbandry, and 
then they soon raised provisions enough for their own support, 
and an overplus for exportation. We hear but little of trade for 
the first seven years, except a small traffick with the natives, by 
barter of toys, and the few utensils, tools and clothing they at 
first thought necessary, in exchange for furs and skins. What 
the planters brought with them consisted principally of mate- 
rials for their buildings, necessary tools for their husbandry, 
stock for their farms, and clothing for themselves and fami- 
lies ; and those who had more estate than was sufficient for 
these purposes, were country gentlemen, unacquainted with 
commerce, and never employed themselves in it. People in 
general turned their minds to provide comfortable lodgings, 
and to bring under improvement so much land as would afford 
them necessary support, and this was enough to employ them. 
After a few years, by hard labour, and hard fare, the land 
produced more than was consumed by the inhabitants ; the 
overplus was sent abroad to the West-Indies, the Wine-Islands, 
and other places. Returns were made in the produce of the 
respective countries, and in bullion, the most of which, togeth- 
er with the -furs produced from the natives, went to England, 



* Town Records, Feb. 1S4Q. The'precise location of Glover, &c. is less certain than that 
«f almost any other persons, whose names occur to us. We conclude they were situated 
along; Union street and Dock square, and accordingly have ventured to express 0iu:selve5 
ihu3 in defining the extent of the dock. 

16 
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to pay for the manufactures continually necessary from 
thence. As hands could be spared from husbandry and la-, 
bour in providing their houses, they were taken off, and some 
employed in sawing boards, splitting staves, shingles and 
hoops, others in the fishery, and as many as were capable of 
it, in building small vessels for the fishery, and for coasting 
and foreign trade. Thus gradually and insensibly they seem 
to have fallen into that trade most natural to the country, and 
adapted to their peculiar circumstances, without any premed- 
itated scheme, or projection for that purpose. Their prima- 
ry views in their removal, were the enjoyment of civil and 
religious liberty. Merchants and others, for the sake of gain, 
when they saw a prospect of it, afterwards came over, and in- 
corporated with them, and caused a great increase of com- 
merce, and led the legislators to measures for the further im- 
provement of it. For encouraging the fishery, an act was 
made in 1639 to free all estates, employed in catching, making 
or transporting fish, from all duties and public taxes, and all 
persons were restrained by a penalty from using any cod or 
bass fish, for manuring the ground ; and all fishermen during 
the season for business, and all ship-builders, were by the 
same act excused from trainings. 

' In the year 1 642 the House of Commons passed a memora- 
rable resolve in favour of the Massachusetts colony, contain- 
ing this ordinance: " that all merchandizing goods, that by 
any person or persons whatsoever, merchant or other, shall 
be exported out of this kingdom of England into New-England 
to be spent, used or employed there, or being of the growth 
of those colonies, shall be from thence imported hither or 
shall be laden or put on board any ship or vessel for neces- 
saries in passing to and fro, and all and every the owner or 
owners thereof shall be freed and discharged of and Jrom paying 
and yielding any custom, subsidy, taxation or other duty, either 
inward or outward." It had, however, this proviso, " until 
the House of Commons shall take further order therein to 
the contrary." ' 

Johnson's account of the extent of our commerce and its 
beneficial effects is too lively to be omitted. ' Those,' says he, 
' who were formerly forced to fetch most of the bread they eat 
and beer they drank a thousand leagues by sea, are through the 
blessing of the Lord so encreased, that they have not only 
fed their elder sisters, Virginia, Barbadoes and many of the 
Summer islands, that were preferred before [them] forfruitful- 
ness, but also the grand mother of us all, even the fertile isle 
of Great Britain. Beside, Portugal hath had many a mouth- 
ful of bread and fish from us, in exchange of their Madeira 
liquor, and also Spain ; nor could it be imagined that this wil- 
derness should turn a mart for merchants in so short a space. 
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' Many a fair ship had her framing and finishing here, be- 
sides lesser vessels, barques and ketches. Many a master, 
beside common seamen, had their first learning in this colony. 
Boston, Charlestown, Salem and Ipswich, our maritan towns, 
began to increase roundly ; especially Boston, the which of a 
poor country village, in twice seven years is become like unto 
a small city and is in election to become a mayor town sud- 
denly, chiefly increased by trade by sea. 

' All other trades have here fallen into their ranks and pla- 
cesj to their great advantage ; especially Coopers and Shoe- 
makers, who had either of them a Corporation granted, 
enriching themselves by their trades very much. Coopers hav- 
ing their plenty of stuff at a cheap rate and by reason of 
trade with foreign parts abundance of work. As for Tanners 
and Shoemakers, it being naturalized into these occupations, 
to have a higher reach in managing their manufactures, then 
other men in N. E. having not changed their nature in this, 
between them both they have kept men to their stander hith- 
erto, almost doubling the price of their commodities, according 
to the rate they were sold for in England, and yet the plenty 
of Leather is beyond what they had there, counting the num- 
ber of the people, but the transportation of Boots and Shoes 
into foreign parts hath vented all however : as for Tailors, 
they have not come behind the former, their advantage being 
in the nurture of new-fashions, all one with England ; Car- 
penters, Joiners, Glaziers, Painters, follow their trades only ; 
Gun-smiths, Lock-smiths, Blacksmiths, Nailors, Cutlers, have 
left the husbandmen to follow the plough and cart, and they 
their trades; Weavers, Brewers, Costermongers, Feltmakers, 
Braziers, Pewterers and Tinkers, Ropemakers, Masons, Lime, 
Brick, and Tilemakei^s, Cardmakers, to work and not to play, 
Turners, Pumpraakers, and Wheelers, Glovers, Feltmongers, 
and Furriers, are orderly turned to their trades, besides 
divers sorts of Shopkeepers, and some who have a mystery 
beyond others, as have the Vintners.' 

It would be wrong io pass unnoticed the exertions of Hugh 
Peters towards exciting a commercial spirit. ' He went from 
place to place, labouring both publickly and privately to raise 
up men to a publick frame of spirit,' and induce them to en- 
gage in the fishing business and foreign commerce.* It was to 
his influence that Salem owed her first glory, and his counsel ad- 
vanced her to that rank in commerce which enabled her to dis- 
pute preeminence with Boston when local advantages gave su- 
periority' to the latter. 

The first page of the record September 1, 1634, speaks of 
' a common landing place between the creeks' and contains an 



fVinlhrop, Nov. 1635. May 1636. Mass. H. C. 1. vi. 260. 
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order for keeping the same clear of all annoyances.* The nu- 
merous shipping which visited Boston from Holland, France, 
Spain and Portugal, according to Johnson, early required the 
erection of wharves for their accommodation. It appears by 
the records of Jan. 1639, that some important undertaking of 
this kind had been commenced prior to that time, in which the 
town felt considerable interest : for on the 21st of that month 
'there is granted to the overseers of the whiarfes and crane an 
hundred acres of land at Mt. Wolaston next to the allottment 
already granted, towards the repairing and maintaining of the 
said wharfs and crane.' Other wharves are mentioned in 
1641 ; particularly, Nov. 29th, Valentine Hill and associates 
are authorized and agree to build certain wharves, and keep 
them in repair, on condition that for every hundred pounds 
thus laid out within five years, they are to have the improve- 
ment nine years thereafter, and to receive tonnage and wharf- 
age. There are no traces by which we can ascertain where 
the two first of these wharves were situated. Or whether the 
last was not a continuation of the same. This cost per ac- 
count .£818. 13*. 4rf. and the company .w^as granted four score 
years to possess and improve. 

There is no doubt that this improvement embraced some of 
the wharves between the Town dock and Long wharf. At 
the expiration of the term specified in the contract the wharf 
and buildings thereon were to revert to the town and all be 
left in good repair. It is apparent from this circumstance 
that the town claimed the right of ownership in the marsh or 
dock : the same thing is inferrible from the fact that individu- 
als desiring to wharf before their lots were obliged to ask lib- 
erty of the town, and in granting that, the town reserved the 
right to inhabitants of coming to and going from such wharves 
free of charge, on theii- own accounts ; but no man was al- 
lowed to sail for hire from another man's wharf. Numerous 
grants of this nature were made almost every year from this 
time till 1673, when the great work of constructing what has 
since been called the Old Wharf yras accomplished. 

The origin of the mill creek is to be traced in the following 
record. July 31, 1643. There is granted unto Henry Si- 
mons, G. Burden, John Button, John Hill and their partners 
all that cove (already bounded) on the N.W. side of the 
causey leading toward Charleston, with all the salt marish 
bordering thereupon, round about, not formerly granted to 
any other, reserving liberty from time to time to make use of 
any part thereof for repairing the said causey, to have and 
enjoy the said cove and marsh to them and their heirs and 
assigns for ever. 
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2. The said grant is for this intent and upon this condition ; 
that the said grantees shall within the space of three years 
erect and make upon or near the premises one or more corn 
mills and maintain the same forever^ 

3. Provides for a flood gate. 

4. Appropriates 300 acres of land at Braintree for the use 
and encouragement of the said mills. 

5. That if they shall carry their mill stream through the 
marsh on the northeast end of Goodman Low's* house, they 
have 60 feet in breadth throughout the said marsh granted 
unto them. 

6. They shall have liberty to dig one or more trenches in the 
highways or waste grounds, so as they make and maintain 
sufficient passable and safe ways over the same for horse and 
cart. 

7. The town will ■ not allow any other common mill to be 
erected, except the necessary occasion of the town require it. 

8. The selectmen shall procure what free help they can, 
by persuasion, upon any pressing occasion of use of many 
hands, about making the banks or trenches etc. for the better 
furtherance of the work to be speedily effected. 

The grantees proceeded to carry into execution their part 
of this project. We sometimes find the trench which was 
thus formed called the ditch : but it soon acquired in deeds 
the name of Mill creek which it still retains. The causey 
mentioned was not what has in late years been known as 
such, but the one alluded to, page 111, and in the following 
record. 

1640, March 30. C. Stanley shall have all the marsh on 
the east side of the way toward Charlestown ferry for £l. 10. 
reserving eight feet in breadth all along the side of t}re ditch 
by the said high way : and the swamp compassed by his up- 
land for 6s. Sd. being about half an acre.t The same is also 
mentioned in 1655. Oct 29. Respecting the great causeway 
we are not able as yet to say any thing more than we find in 
Shaw, ' that the Indians had a foot path over the highest part 
of the marsh or flats, which was raised and widened by a 
Mr. Crabtree to retain the water of the pond.' There was 
such a man and he was by trade a joiner. 

In process of time mills for various purposes were erected 
at three places on the margin of the pond thus formed. One 
at the west end of the creek, which was called the South 
mills ; others at the north-east end of the causeway called 



* Goodman Low's marsh was at the extremity of the trianglp. 

t The same paragraph provides that there shall be a high way reserved through tlie mill- 
field, two rods in breadth, from the W. corner of M. Chaffith's garden unto the little house by 
the said swamp, (ind from thence to the wind mill as directly as the land will hear. 
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the North mills and the Chocolate mills, and another at the 
south-west end of the causeway. This however did not take 
place seasonably to prevent the erection of a mill at Fox-hill in 
1649, at which time there was also one at Fort hill and anoth- 
er in the new field. There was a watermiil previously at 
Mt. Wolaston, in 1639 : the " first in the colony " was erected 
at Dorchester, on Neponset river in the year 1 633. The 
creek very soon became a sort of boundary (which has con- 
tinued to this day) between the north and south parts of the 
town, and we find it so recognised in the appointment of two 
superintendants of streets in 1651, of whom one was 'for the 
Northend and one for the Southend, the mill creek to be the 
division,'' 

The Northend people seem to have undertaken at their 
own expence the construction of the north battery. The af- 
fair with Captain Stagg had made the Bostonians a little jeal- 
ous of the armed vessels which visited their port, and they 
had been at great cost to put the castle and Fort hill in a 
state of defence. Another difficulty of a similar nature oc- 
curred in 1644 with one Capt. Richardson, who undertook to 
make seizure of a Dartmouth ship that lay in the harbour, but 
which the authorities here had determined to seize them- 
selves, by way of reprisal for a Boston ship that had been 
taken in Wales by the king's party. Officers were put on 
board the vessel, and Capt. R. was warned to desist; this he 
either could not or would not do ; his men boarded the vessel 
and the captain of her was made prisoner. The Governour 
hereupon ordered Capt. R. to come on shore to account for 
his conduct. His men were so unruly that he feared to leave 
them, and he declined obeying the command. Upon this a 
warning piece was fired at him from the battery, which cut a 
rope in the head of his ship : one of his men was about to re- 
turn the fire but was providentially prevented. A stranger 
who was in the battery fired another gun, without orders, 
which however did no damage, except a slight injury to the 
prize ship in question. Forty men were then sent aboard 
and took possession of her, and Capt. Richardson came ashore 
and acknowledged his errour and his sorrow for what he had 
done. ' So we ordered him to pay a barrel of powder, and 
to satisfy the officers and soldiers we had employed and 
other expenses, and dismissed him.' The reason of their be- 
ing so easy with him was that ' there was no hurt done, nor 
had he made one shot; for if he had, we were resolved to 
have taken or sunk him, which we might easily have done, 
lying close under our battery so as we could have played 

• Mnss. n. 0. 1. i%. 101. Town Records, Jan. 1651. t Winthnp, Sept 1644. 
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Upon him, with whole culverin or demi-culverin, six hours 
together.' 

It is not improbable that such occurrences as these led the 
north-^nd people to think it prudent to have a suitable work 
of defence, for the protection of their part of the town from 
insolent aggressions. Accordingly, preparations were made 
for fortifying somewhere about Walter Merry's point. It was 
the point now known by the name of Battery or North Bat- 
tery wharf. The position was well selected, commanding 
the entrance of the harbour, and the river also, as high up as 
vessels of large size would have been likely to venture. The 
work was completed in the course of the year 1646, when we 
have the following record concerning it : 

' Proposicions presented to the townsmen, on the behalfe 
of the inhabitants of the north end of the towne of Boston, the 
ratification whereof is desired, and the registeringe of them in 
the towne records, 

' 1. That we of this end of the towne, whose harts the 
Lord hath made wiUing to set about erecting and maintenance 
of a fortification att Walter Merry's point, may for the future 
bee freed from all rates and assessments to what other forti- 
fications bee in the towne, until such time as the other part of 
the towne, not joyning with us herein, shall have disbursed, 
and layd out in equall proporcion of their estates with ours, 
as by trew account may appeare. 

' 2. That the land gained at the towne's charge, and stack- 
ed out to the towne's service by those deputed for that end, 
to the raysinge of a work upon, may not hy any to their pri- 
vate occations, be imployed or made use of ; as that the 
ground nor flatts, before the sayd worke may not be disposed 
of by the towrie unto any particular man's imployment, to the 
prejudice of the said worke.' 

It is easy to imagine what must have been the spirit of the 
times, when so great a work was undertaken in such a way : 
it evinced a growing readiness in the people to maintain 
their rights with their lives, their fortunes and their sacred 
honour. Johnson's account of the castle affords us a pleasant 
view of this subject. 'To say right,' (says he, b. ii. ch. xxvi.) 
' some particular persons may be penurious in laying out their 
estates upon ammunition, but the general of Officers and soul- 
diers are very generous that way : the reverend Doctor Wil- 
son gave bountifully for the furthering this Wilderness-work, 
the which was expended upon great Artillery, his gift being a 
thousand pound ; beside many persons that came over, the 
llord was pleased to indow with a large portion of the things 
of this life, who were not backward liberally to dispose of it, 
to procure means of defence. And to that end there was a 
castle built on an Island, upon the passage into the Mattachu- 
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Bay, wholly built at first by tbe counU'y in general, but by 
reason the country affords no Lime, but what is burnt of 
Oyster-shels, it fell to decay in a few years after, which made 
many of the Towns that lay out of the defence hereof to de- 
sert it, although their safety (under God) was much iavolved 
in the constant repair and well-mannaging thereof; hereupon 
the next six Towns take upon them to rebuild it at their pro- 
per cost and charges, the rest of the country upon the finish- 
ing thereof gave them a small matter toward it ; upon this 
there was a Captain ordained, and put in possession fJiereof 
by the country, having a yearly Stipend aliowed him for him- 
self and his souldiers, which he b to keep in a constant 
readiness upon the Mand, being about eight acres of ground. 
' The Castle is built on the North-East of the Island, upon a 
rising hill, very advantageous to make many shot at such ships 
as shall offer to enter the Harbor without their good leave 
and liking ; the Commander of it is one Captain Davenport, a 
man approved for his faithfulness, courage and skill, the Mas- 
ter Canoneer is an active Ingineer ; also this Castle hath cost 
about four thousand pounds, yet are not this poor pilgrim 
people weary of maintaining it in good repair; it is of very 
good use to awe any insolent persons, that putting confidence 
in their ship and sails, shall ofier any injury to the people^ or 
contemn their Government, and they have certain signals of 
alarums, which suddenly spread through the whole country.* 



CHAPTER XXII. 

It beiBg as unnatural for a rigbt N. E. man 

ta livf wifbottt an able Uinistery, as for a ^mith to worke his iron without a Fire. 

W. W. P. 

It has been so often repeated that it is now generally be- 
lieved the north part of the town was at that period the most 
populous. We are convinced that the idea is erroneous. We 
have reason to suppose that almost every householder in 
Boston was a member of the first church, and it appears there 
had been admitted only 306 men, down to the latter end of 
1652. Of these we know some had died and others removed. 
The book of possessions records the estates of about 250, the 
number of their houses, barns, gardens, and sometimes the 
measurement of their lands. It seems to embrace the period 
from 1640 to 1650, and we conclude, gives us the names of 
almost, if not quite, all the freemen of Boston. They were 
settled through the whole length of the main street on both 
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sides, from Elliot-street to the market, excepting only the 
small green near the Old South., The cross streets on either 
side were all occupied : Elm-street, the upper part of 
Hanover-street, Sudbury-street, and Green-street on the 
north side, were all appropriated for house lots. It is evident 
too, that the most wealthy and influential characters lived in 
what is now the centre of the town. We discover only about 
thirty names of residents north of the creek. Among them 
were Copp, Goodwin, Shoare, Sweet, Seaberry, Bourne, Clark, 
Joy, Rawlins, CuUimer, Merry, Passmer, F. Hudson, ChafEe 
(a shipwright,). Gallop, Meekins, Millam, John Hill, Bennett, 
Phillips, Gibson, Jones: some others were owners of field 
lots : C. Stanley owned fifteen acres.* 

It is probable, however, that an increase of business began 
to be perceived at the north end about this time, and that re- 
movals began to be made into it, which resulted in its becom- 
ing ' for many years the most populous and elegant part of the 
town.' For we find that when another meeting house was 
-judged necessary, to accommodate the population, it was 
deemed expedient to place it in that quarter. This was done 
in 1649, when the house was erected at the head of theNorth 
Square. A church was gathered there on the fifth day of 
June the next year, and consisted at first of seven members. 
Their names were Michael Powell, James Ashwood, Christo- 
pher Gibson, John Phillips, George Davis, Michael Wills, 
John Farnam. A sermon was preached on the occasion, by 
Samuel Mather, a graduate of Harvard College. He was 
earnestly solicited to remain as pastor of the new church, 
but declined the invitation. t 



* The 306, mentioned in this para^aph, joined after Mr. Cotton's arrival : 130 had joined 
before that : the removals carried away very many to Charlestown, Rhode Island, Exete^, 
the Somers Islands, besides those who were settled at Braintree, Romney Harsh and Muddy 
Hver, and others who had returned to England. 

t Reo. Mr. fVare^s Historical Discourses. 

Covenant of the Old North Church. 

^ We whose names are hereunto subscribed, bein^ called of God to enter into church fellow.- 
ship, knowing and considering our own great unwortbiness and unfitness for so near ap' 
proaches to so holy a God, and bow apt we are to start aside from him and from the rules 
of his gospel and government over us, we therefore desire to lament as in his sight the 
inconstancy of our own spirits with him and our former neglects of him, and pollutions of 
his house and holy things by our personal corruptions and unworthy walkings : and do be- 
seech him for his name's sake to prevent us with mercy, and accept us under the wings of 
his own everlasting covenant. 

And in dependance upon his free grace therein, in his name and sti'ength we freely this 
^ay, in the presence of the everliving God, do avouch the Lord to be our God, and ourselves 
to be his people, and so yield up ourselves to him by an holy covenatil of faith and love siSi 

17- 
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This event brings us near to the time Wh6n Johnson sketclj- 
ed his description of Boston, which was feady for publica- 
tion in 1651. We present the twentieth chapter of his first 
book, without variation, that our readers may have one speci- 
Jnen of the manner in which the work was executed. 

Johnson's description. 
' After some little spdce of time the Church of Christ at 
Charles Towne, having their Sabbath assemblies oftenest on 
the South side of the River, agreed to leave the people on 
that side to themselves, and to provide another Pastor for 
Charles Towne, which accordingly they did. So that the 
fourth Church of Christ issued out of Charles Towne, and 
was seated at Boston, being the Center Towne and Metropo- 
lis of this Wildernesse worke (but you must not imagine it to 
be a Metropolitan Church) invironed it is with Brinish flouds, 
saving one small Istmos, which gives free accesse to the Neigh- 
bour Townes ; by Land on the Sj^th side, on the North-west, 
and North East,* two constant Faires are kept for daily 
traffique thereunto, the forme of this Towne is like a heart, 
naturally scituated for Fortifications, having two Hills on the 
frontice part thereof next the Sea, the one well fortified on 
the superfices thereof, with store of great Artillery well mount- 
ed, the other hath a very strong battery built of whole Tim- 
ber, and filled with Earth, at the descent of the Hill in the 
extreme'poynt thereof betwixt these two strong armes lies 
a targe Cove or Bay, on which the cbiefest part of this Towh 
is built, over-topped with a third Hill, all three like over-top- 
ping Towers keepe a constant watch to fore-see the approadi 
of forrein dangers, being furnished with a Beacon and lowd 
babbling Guns, to give notice by their redoubled eccho to all 
their Sister-townes, the chief Edifice of this City-like Towne 
it crowded on the Sea-bankes, and wharfed out with great in- 
dustry and cost, the buildings beautifull and large, some fairely 



loyalty, to cleave to him and to one another in him, to cleave to God in Christ as our sov- 
ereign good, and to the Lord Jesus Christ as the only mediator and surety of the covenant, 
as our only high priest and atonement to satisfy for us and to save ns, and as onr only 
prophet to guide and teach us, and as our only king and lawgiver to reign over us : as 
also to attend upon him and the service*of his holy will, by walking together as a congrega- 
tion and church of Christ in all the ways of tiis worsliip and of mutual love and special 
watchfulness one over another, according to his will which is revealed to us by his word ; 
subjecting ourselves in the Lord to all Ills holy administratloiis in his church, beseeching 
him to own us for bis people, and to delight to dwell in the midst of us, that his kingdom 
and grace may be advanced by us. 

Which sacred covenant that we may observe and all the branches of it inviolate forever 
we desire to deny ourselves, and to depend alone npon the promise of his spirit and grac^ 
and upon the merits atid mercies of the Lord Jesus Christ for assistance and for acceptance, 
for healing and forgiving mercy for his own sake. 

' [There la acoess by/errles, from Oharleslown and WUnesimet4 
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set forth with Brick, Tile, Stpne Slate, and orderly placed 
with comly streets, whose continuall inlargement presages 
some sumptupus City. The wonder of this moderj) Age, that, 
a few yeares should bring forth such gi::eat matters by so 
meane a handfull, and they so far from being inriched by the 
spoiles of other Nations,, that the states of many of them have 
been spoiled by the Lordly Prelacy, whose Lands must as- 
suredly make Restitutions. But now behold the admirable 
Acts of Christ, at this his peoples landing, the hideous Thick- 
ets in this place were such, that the Wolfes and Beares nurst 
up their young from the eyes of all beholders, in those very 
places where the streets are full of Girles and Boys sporting 
up and downe, with a continued concourse of people. Good 
store of Shipping is here yearly built, and some very faire 
ones : both Tar and Mastesthe Countrey affords from its own 
soile ; also store of Victuall both for their own and Forrcin- 
ers-ships, who resort hither for that end : this Town is the 
very Mart of the Land, French, Portugalls and Dutch, come 
hither for traffique.' 

Respecting the second church, which he makes the thirtieth 
in the colony, he.says i Book iii. ch. 7.) ' the north-east part 
of the town being separated from the other with a narrow 
stream cut through a neck of land by industry, whereby that 
part is become an island, it was thought meet that the people 
inhabitifig the same should gather into a church body, and 
build a meeting-house for their assembly, the which they have 
already 'done, but not as yet called any one to office.' 

Several of the distinguished ministers of that period, who 
were officers in other churches, but likely to remove from 
their places, were invited unsuccessfully to take charge of 
this congregation. For a few years, therefore, one of the 
brethren, Michael Powell, conducted the worship, and to such 
satisfaction that he would have been ordained teacher, had 
it not been for the interference of the General Court, who 
' would not suffer one that was illiterate, as to academical ed- 
ucation, to be called to the teaching office in such a place as 
Boston.' There was a law in existence that no minister 
should be called into office, in any church in this jurisdiction, 
without the approbation and allowance of some of the ma- 
gistrates. Mr. Powell was a man of sense and good charac- 
ter ; the objection to him was not that he was a layman, but 
that he was wanting in learning, and they would not suffer 
him to be a publick teacher, lest occasion should be given to 
introduce such more generally, if allowed in a particular in- 
stance, The court recommended Mr. Reyner from Plymouth. 

After four years passed in this condition, Mr. John Mayo, 
who on account of some difficulties and discouragements had 
left his people at Nosset, (Eastham?) was called to the pastoral 
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office here, and ordained the 9th of November, 1655. At the 
same time, Mr. Powell was ordained as ruling elder of the 
church. Mr. M. administered the seals, and Mr. P. continu- 
ed to preach publickly in a constant way. 

We are told that 'the gatheringof this church was evidently 
very much to the disadvantage of Mr. Cotton, in many of his 
interests ; but he was a John, who reckoned his joy fulfilled 
if in his own decrease he could see the interests of his Master 
advance ; and therefore, with exemplary self-denial, he en- 
couraged its foundation :' he had not the happiness, however, 
to live to see it established under any other instructions than 
those of Mr. Powell. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

"fais reverend lockes 

In comelye curies did wave, 

And on his aged temples grewe 

Tbe blosfiomes of the grave." 

The death of Mr. Cotton took place towards the close of the 
year 1652. In the course of the fall, he had been urgently 
desired to visit the college at Cambridge and preach a sermon 
to the students. He was exposed to the wet, in his passage 
across the ferry for that purpose, and took cold, which was 
followed with an inflammation of the lungs, attended with 
asthmatick affections and other symptoms of alarming charac- 
ter. He preached occasionally afterwards, and his last ser- 
mon was on the Lord's day Nov. 21, from John i. 14. Wt 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father. 
His impressions of his near approach to the grave were so 
strong, that at the preceding Thursday lecture he had hasten- 
ed to close his exposition of the second of Timothy, and dwelt 
with increased emphasis on the last words, grace be with you 
ALL : thus, as it were, he bade his people farewell, and his 
appearance on this sabbath was both to him and to them, like 
a visit from the unseen world. He spent the succeeding day 
in private devotion, and on quitting his study at night, said to 
his wife, I shall go into that room no more ! — The event prov- 
ed the correctness of his forebodings : from that time he went 
no more out. 

While he thus lay sick, the magistrates, and the ministers 
of the country, and christians of all ranks, resorted to him 
as to a publick father, full of sad apprehensions for the loss 
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they were about to sustain. A short time before his death he 
desired to be left alone, that he might fix his thoughts, without 
interruption, on his great and last change. So, lying speech- 
Jess a few hours, he expired about noon, on Thursday the 
23d of December, having just completed his sixty-seventh 
year.* • 

Strange and alarming signs appeared in the heavens, while 
his body lay, according to the custom of the times, till the 
Tuesday following, ' when it was most honourably interred, 
with a most numerous concourse of people, and the most 
grievous and solemn funeral, that was ever known, perhaps, 
upon the American strand ; and the lectures in his church, 
the whole winter, were but so many funeral sermons upon the 
death and worth of this extraordinary person.' 

Mr. Cotton's memory did not receive so much attention 
from his cotemporaries without his well deserving it : for in 
the language of the ' Old Men's Tears'' he was in his life, 
light and learning, the brightest and most shining star in their 
firmament. He was born at Derby, December 4, 1585. His 
father, Mr. Roland Cotton, was a lawyer, a man of piety and 
respectability, and his mother a pious Woman. Without a 
great property to encourage them, they resolved on giving 
their son a learned as well as religious education. He was 
accordingly qualified for the university, and at the age of 
thirteen was admitted into Trinity college, Cambridge. His 
proficiency in his studies excited admiration, and procured 
him an invitation to Emmanuel college, where he was soon 
elected to a fellowship, and afterwards became head-lecturer, 
dean, and catechist. He acquired so exact a knowledge of 
the Hebrew as to be able to converse in it, was perfectly fa- 
miliar with the Greek, and wrote the Latin language with 
Ciceronian elegance. 

In his twenty-eighth year he removed from Cambridge and 
settled at Boston in Lincolnshire. There his labours and 
his usefulness were immense, and he was exceedingly belov- 
ed by the best, and reverenced by the worst of his hearers. 
Through all the times of trouble, which visited the non-con- 
formists, he was maintained in his place by the unanimity of 
his people. But after the government of the church fell into 
the hands of Bishop Laud, divisions arose ampng the parish- 
ioners of Mr. Cotton. An information was lodged against 
him, (by a dissolute fellow, who thought in that way to revenge 
himself on some of Mr. C's friends, for a restraint they had 
put upon him,) and being cited to appear before the high-com- 
mission court, he thought it more prudent to flee his country, 
than to expose himself to perpetual imprisonment. He was 

* Magnalia, Emerson.. . The town Kegister of deaths says 15th Dec. 16S2.. 
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hesitating whether to choose Holland, Barbadoes or New- 
England for the place of his retreat, when his mind was de- 
termined by letters received from Gov. Winthrop, inviting 
him in the name of the church to come to Boston. He arriv- 
ed here in 1633, which was the forty-eighth year of his age, 
and immediately commenced the career of usefulness, which 
ended only with his life. Nineteen years and odd months he 
spent in this place, doing good publickly and privately to all 
sorts of men. 

Mr- Cotton's personal appearance was strikingly impressive. 
His complexion was clear and fair, and his countenance 
florid : in size he was rather short and inclining to corpulent, 
but in the whole of an agreeable mediocrity. In his youth, 
his hair was brown, but as he advanced in life it became as 
whije as the driven snow. The colour of his eye his ' proso- 
pographer' omitted ; but we know its glance flashed the keen- 
est rebuke on every appearance of evil, and smiled the heart- 
iest approbation on every worthy action. He had a clear, 
neat and audible voice, which easily filled the largest halls. 
His delivery was not noisy and thundering, yet it had in it a 
very awful majesty, set ofi" with a natural and becoming mo- 
tion of his right hand. His style of preaching was plain, de- 
signed to be understood by the meanest capacity, while his 
more discerning hearers could perceive from it that he was a 
man of more than ordinary abilities and research. 

He generally devoted twelve hours in a day to his studies, 
and composed his written sermons with great care, though he 
sometimes preached without any preparation. It was his 
practice to expound, both from the old and new testaments, in 
course, and to draw from each subject a series of ' doctrines 
and uses.' In this manner he went through the whole bible 
once, and had proceeded some ways a second time, when he 
was cut off" by the hand of death. 

The political and religious opinions of so influential a per- 
sonage were matters of importance to the infant plantation. 
The scope of both may be gleaned from his writings, and they 
are substantially apparent in many of our customs and laws 
at the present day. The Magnalia tells us that upon Mr. 
Cotton's arrival, the points of church order were revived with 
more of exactness, and received by the churches already 
formed, and the same were adopted by such as rose after- 
wards. 

' It was an uncommonly interesting epoch to the Boston 
church. A fraternity was to be formed of discordant materi- 
als. Many of those who composed the church had been edu- 
cated Episcopalians, and were therefore disinclined to vary 
from established forms. Others had come to New-England 
rather as adventurers than as christians, and could hardly be 
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subjected to any ecclesiastical or political rules. But the sa- 
gacity and ever-watchful discipline of Mr. Cotton was aston- 
ishingly eflBcacious towards conforming all descriptions of 
characters to habits of obedience and order.' 

He prepared a book which was published in 1644 with the 
title of The keys of the kingdom of heaven, in which the princi- 
ples of Congregational church government are explained and 
defended. This work was long a standard reference and 
guide to the New England congregationalists. 

On doctrinal points Mr. C. was a calvinist. He used to 
say to his private friends, that he knew of no difficult place in 
the bitle which he had not studied somewhat to satisfaction, 
and that he always loved to sweeten his mouth with a piece 
of Calvin before he went to sleep. 

His political writings show him to have been friendly to an 
elective government, administered on the. principles of the Mo- 
saic laws. In a communication to Lord Say and Seal, in 1636, 
he expresses himself thus : ' Democracy I do not conceive that 
ever God did ordain as a fit government, either for church or 
commonwealth. As for monarchy and aristocracy, they are 
both of them clearly approved and directed in Scripture, yet 
so as referreth the sovereignty to himself, and setteth up the- 
ocracy in both.' But he says in another place, ' the authority 
of the father is no where communicated with his .honours to 
all his posterity : if God should not delight to furnish some of 
them with gifts for magistracy, we should expose them rather 
to reproach and prejudice, and' the commonwealth with them, 
if we should call them forth to publiok authority.' 

One instance of Mr. Cotton's conduct in a political affair is 
worthy to be repeated. ' It was moved in caucus by a man 
of some influence, that two.of their deputies of long standing, 
who had fallen into low circumstances should be dropped 
from office. Mr. C. hearing of the project, took occasion on 
the next lecture day, pointedly,! though prudently, to condemn 
it. He taught that if old and faithful officers had grown poor 
in the publick service, they should be maintained at the pub- 
lick expense. The reproof was clearly understood, and pun- 
gently felt : for the motion was never renewed.' 

Mr. C.'s private virtues and domestick life were equally 
exemplary. His control over iiis own passions was almost 
perfect, and his family government was strict, while his cor- 
rections were cool and deliberate. He was liberal of his own 
property, and, when the necessities of any required his exer- 
tions, would apply to the hearts of others for their assistance. 
On one occasion he thus collected £200 from the members 
of his own church, for the relief of a persecuted minister and 
his people. He lost his first wife a few years before his re- 
moval to this country. His second, whose name was Sarah, 
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accompanied him to Boston. They had three sons and three 
daughters. The oldest daughter and the youngest son died 
during their father's lifetime, both of them near together, of 
the small-pox, which was then (1649) for the first time raging 
in Boston. Of the other four, the elder daughter (and her 
only child) died within a few years : the youngest became 
the wife of Increase Mather : Seaborn, the elder son, was set- 
tled in Hampton, and John, the younger, in Plymouth, both 
ministers of the gospel. 

Mr. Cotton left a will, in which he provided, that on cer- 
tain contingencies the one half of his estate should revert to 
Harvard College and the other half to the support of the 
free school in Boston. Those contingencies never happened. 
He gave the church a piece of silver plate to be used in com- 
munion service, which may have been the first they had, for 
at one time they made use of wooden chalices. 

Others of the first settlers were about this time paying the 
debt of nature. Capt. Stanley is mentioned in April, 1649, 
as having left a lot of land in his will to the school's use. 
The widow Mary Hudson bequeathed ten pounds to the same 
purpose. William Paddy left something to the town in 1658, 
and Mr. Henry Webb in 1660 demised £lOO to be appropri- 
ated either for the use of the school, or the building some neat 
house for the relief of the poor, or supplying them with need- 
ful articles, as the selectmen might deem best. Capt. Keayne 
died on the 23d of March, 1656 : he also remembered Boston 
in his will. This unparalleled document occupies 157 folio 
pages of the Probate records, and ' besides providing hand- 
somely for his relatives and his idol, the Great Artillery, for 
Harvard college, and his revered pastor and teacher, and the 
poor of the church, he bequeaths to the town about £600 worth 
towards the erection of a market place and town house, and 
granary for the benefit of the poor, a conduit for security 
against fire, and the foundation of a library, and £50 for the 
free school ; appropriating a portion withal for his own decent 
and civil burial, which he desired might be performed in a 
military way. His whole estate which he enjoined should be 
appraised at its fair value, not at half price as the custom of 
some was, amounted to £2843 19s. 3d. The estate of Wm. 
Tyng who died about the same time was valued at £2774 I4s. 
4d. each about 1 5000 dollars. The amount of Mr. Cotton's 
inventory was £l038 4s. We add a fac simile of his writing. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

" I'll tear her to pieces ! ■ 

And dissecting her heart, find the witchery there." 

According to usage formally established, by a vote in 1646, 
appointing eight o'clock A. M. ' of the second second day 
of the first month, in every year,' as the time to meet for the 
choice of town officers, the inhabitants assembled in general 
meeting on Monday the fourteenth of March, 1653, when 
the town government was organized as follows : 



Deputies to General Court. 

Ckipts. John Leverett, 
Thos. Clarke. 

Selectmen. 

Ensigns Edw. Hutchinson, 
Jere. Houchin, 

Messrs, Wm. Brenton, 
Sam. Cole, 

Cornet Peter Oliver, 
James Oliver, 
Thos. Marshall. 

Commissioner to carry in rotes for 
Magistrates. 

Mr. Nath. Duncan. 

Constables for town. 

Mr. Joseph Rock, 

Henry Bridgham, 
Bartb. Chevers, 
Wm. Wenborn. 

For Romney Marsh. 

John Doolittle. 



For Muddy River. 

Peter Aspenwal. 

Clerks of the Market. 

Thomas Buttalls, 
Corporal Henry Pounding. 

Sealers of Leather. 

Wm. Courser, 
Robert Reade. 

Surveyors of high ways. 

Matthew Barnes, 
Richard Bennet, 
Thos. Wiburne, 
James Pemert [?] at 
Rom. M. 

Packers of flesh and fish. 

Serjeant John Barrel!, 
Wm. Dinsdale. 

and 
Isaac Collimor 

{ is chosen to look to carriages and wheels of 
< the Great Artillery and to be paid by the 
( Selectmen. 



These offices had been established from time to time as the 
exigencies of affairs demanded : usually there was some vote 
of the court sanctioning or recommending them, and confer- 
ring or limiting their powers. ' 

In June, 1650, a petition had been presented from Boston, 

that they might become a corporation, which was granted, 

provided the articles and terms, privileges and immunities asked, 

may be such as rationally should appear, (respecting the mean 

18 
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condition of the country) fit for the court to grant, and that 
they shall be ready for examination at the next session of 
the court. The records of that session show nothing that was 
done upon the subject. Suits at law, however, grew more 
frequent, and many crimes were committed especially in the 
town of Boston, by reason of the great concourse of people and 
the increase of trade.* On this account, 

'At a sessions of the general court in October, 1651, an act 
or order was passed, empowering the town of Boston to choose 
seven commissioners, to be presented to the court of assist- 
ants ; and, being authorized by them and sworn before them, 
or before the governour, they or any five of them, or any 
three together with one magistrate, might hear and determine 
all civil actions not exceeding ten pounds in value, and all 
criminal actions where the penalty or fine should not exceed 
forty shillings, the parties being such as were inhabitants of 
Boston neck or Noddle's island, or such as did not belong to 
the jurisdiction ; and the county court was not to take cog- 
nizance of any such actions. This law was made for one 
year for trial.' 

The commissoners were authorised to appoint their own 
clerk, and ordered to keep a book of records for the entry of 
all causes,' evidences and testimonies, sentences and judg- 
ments as the law provided in like cases. 

At the second election under this order in October, 1652, 
Messrs. John Leverett, Nathaniel Duncan, Anthony Stoddard, 
William and Edward Tyng, T. Savage and T. Clark 
were chosen for the year ensuing. The first five had served 
the year before. These gentlemen, together with those in the 
foregoing list of town officers, probably comprised the most 
active and influential part of the citizens in the year 1653. 

The duties of the Selectmen were very solemnly detailed in 
a power which was drawn up by a committee appointed for 
the purpose, in this form : 

' 24, 1 mo. 1651. — Directions for the selectmen of Boston 
commended unto them from the town. 

Having chosen you for orderinge of towne affaires, this year 
ensuing, though we doubt not to confide in your wisdom, fidel- 
ity, and care, in seeking and promoting the good and welfaire 
of the towne, yet according to court we commend unto you 
the instructions following. 

First, in generall we require your special care that the 
good and wholesome orders already made, which you have 
the records of, be observed and duly executed, and what 
other acts and orders, shall he established for future benefit 
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of the towne, that you allsoe cause them to be published and 
put in execution, and further according to power given, and 
several lawes of the country to be found in the book of print- 
ed lawes, under these titles, Townships, Ecclesiastick, Free- 
men, High-ways, .small Causes, Indians, Corn-fields, Masters 
and Servants, Pipe Staves, Swyne, Weights, Measures, and 
any other order in force which concerne your place to regu- 
late yourselves and carry on your worke, and where you finde 
defect of power to bring your desires to a good issue for well 
ordering the town, you may draw some good orders in forme 
to be approved by the towne, and so to be presented to the 
Generall Court, and our Deputyes for consideration. 

Secondly, there are some particulars necessary to be con- 
sidered of and ordered by you — as first about accepting and 
entertaining new inhabitants into the towne and herein. 

First, it is required that you make some effectuall orders, 
with such penaltj' as you have powers to impose, that none 
transplant themselves from other parts of the country to in- 
habit here without giving you notice thereof. 

Secondly, to inquire of such as so present themselves for in- 
habitants, what calling or employment they will undertake, 
and if they will live under other men's roofs as inmates, then 
to deal with them, according to the order of such persons, 
comprehended under the title of Towneshipes. 

Thirdly, if such persons were poor and impotent, such as 
had reliefe in the district whence they came, then to deal with 
them according to the ordering of settling poore people under 
that title of poor.' 

These instructions were continued in force by an annual 
vote of the people for many years. 

Before the year 1637 the townsmen served without com- 
pensation, (as the fashion now is) and defrayed incidental ex- 
, penses. In that year it was agreed that their charges at their 
meetings be borne by the town in general. And in 1641 we 
find a charge of two pounds eighteen shillings for a select- 
men's dinner. The number of the Selectmen (who used to be 
chosen twice a year,) varied in different years, from eleven to 
seven, till 1647, after which seven continued for a long time to 
be the number. 

The year 1653 is rendered memorable by the first great fire.* 
Neither the part of the town norof the year in which it occur- 
red, is precisely ascertained by us. We infer that it was near 
Cornhill, from some expressions in Capt. Keayne's will, where 
he recommends having a conduit, as ' a good help in danger of 

'' ' A roost terrible fire happened iu Gbarlestown, in 1650, in tlie depth of winter, which 
by a violent wind was blown from one house to another to the consuming of the fairest 
houses in the town.' W. W. P. iii. 9: 
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fire, the want of which we have found by sad and costly ex- 
perience, not only in other parts of the town,' where possibly 
they have better supply of water, but in the heart of the town 
about the market place — and many fair buildings there be 
round about it.' We also date it before the 14th of March, 
for on that day we find a body of regulations adopted for the 
better preservation of the town from fire. Before this a man 
was liable to 10*. fine, if he suffered his chimney to become 
so foul as to take fire and blaze out at the top. Now every 
house was to be provided with a ladder to reach to the ridge 
thereof, and a pole about 12 feet long with a good large 
swabb at the end of it, to reach to the roof of the house. Six 
good and long ladders were to be furnished by the selectmen 
and kept at the meeting houses, and four strong iron crooks 
with chains and ropes fitted to them, and this crook fastened 
on a good strong pole. No person was to recover damage for 
his house, if pulled down to stop the progress of fire ; but no 
house should be so pulled down without the consent of the 
major part of the magistrates, or commissioners and selectmen 
present. No fire was to be allowed on board any vessel or 
near any warehouse after nine o'clock. Bell men are ap- 
pointed to go about during the night. Fire buckets are men- 
tioned soon after, and the selectmen are authorized to agree 
with Joseph Jenks for an engine to carry water in case of fire. 
Chimney sweepers were also appointed ' with liberty to cry 
about the streets, that they may be known:' Robert Wyatt 
and William Lane had the honour to receive the first appoint- 
ments. In these ordinances we trace the rudiments of our 
present system for the management of fires. 

The most remarkable occurrence in the colony in the year 
1655 was the trial and condemnation of Mrs. Ann Hibbins of 
Boston for witchcraft. Her husband, who died July 23, 1654, 
was an agent for the colony in England, several years one of 
the assistants, and a merchant of note in the town ; but losses 
in the latter part of his life had reduced his estate, and in- 
creased the natural crabbedness of his wife's temper, which 
made her turbulent and quarrelsome, and brought her under 
church censures, and at length rendered her so odious to her 
neighbours as to cause some of them to acuse her of witch- 
craft. The jury brought her in guilty, but the magistrates 
refused to accept the verdict ; so the cause came to the gene- 
ral court, where the popular clamour prevailed against her, 
and the miserable old lady was condemned and executed in 
June 1666. Search was made upon her body for tetts, and 
in her chests and boxes for puppets or images, but there is no 
record of any thing of that sort being found. Mr. Beach, a 
minister in Jamaica, in a letter to Dr. Increase Mather, says, 
' You may remember what I have sometimes told you your 
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famous Mr. Norton once said at his own table, before Mr. Wil- 
son the pastor, elder Penn and myself and wife, and others, 
who had the honour to be his guests: — ^That one of your 
magistrates' wives, as I remember, was hanged for a witch 
only for having more wit than her neighbours. It was his 
very expression ; she having, as he explained it, unhappily 
guessed that two of her persecutors, whom she saw talking in 
the street, were talking of her, which proving true, cost her her 
life, notwithstanding all he could do to the contrary, as he 
himself told us.' 

This was the third instance of execution for witchcraft in 
New England. The first occurred in Connecticut: the second 
was the case of Margaret Jones of Charlestown, who was exe- 
cuted at Boston in June 1648. She was charged with posses- 
sing a malignant touch, which immediately infected with some 
violent ail, whoever came in contact with her. Had she lived 
in our day, she would only have been sent to Rainsford's 
island. 

It is not strange that her husband should have been a sus- 
picious character. After witnessing her tragical end, he very 
naturally desired to leave the scene of distress, and sought 
passage in a vessel bound to Barbadoes, which was for some 
cause denied him. The vessel lay in the river between Bos- 
ton and Charlestown, and ' on a sudden she was seen to roll 
from side to side as if she would turn over.' She was of 300 
tons, in light ballast, and had eighty horses on board. Poor 
Mr. Jones was accused as the probable cause of this accident, 
and warrant issued for his apprehension. The constable, as 
he crossed the ferry, had the prudence to present the war- 
rant in view of the ship ; and the same instant she began to 
stop her motion and to swim upright, and as soon as Jones was 
safe lodged in prison, she never moved in that kind any 
more : so says ' history.' 

We have the authority of Hutchinson to say, that about 
this time the scrupulosity of the good people of the colony 
was at its height. Soon after Mr. Winthrop's death, Mr. En- 
dicott the most rigid of any of the magistrates, being gover- 
nour, he joined with the other assistants in an association 
against the wearing of long hair, as a thing uncivil and un- 
manly, fit only, for Russians and barbarous Indians. They 
had a law too against long boots, on account of the waste of 
leather, and a law against dancing on ordinary occasions. 
Some good men finding that laws were rather ineffectual used 
the severer lash of ridicule. The Simple Cohler of ^ggawam 
thus lectures our extravagant grandsires and grandames : 

' Methinks it should break the hearts of English men to 
see so many goodly English women imprisoned in French ca- 
ges, peering out of their hood-holes for some men of mercy to 
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help them wilh a little wit, and nobody relieves them. We 
have about five or six of them in our colony : if I see any of 
them accidentally, I cannot cleanse my phansie of them for a 
month after. 

' It is a more common than convenient saying that nine 
taylors make a man : it were well if nineteen could make a 
woman to her mind : if taylors were men indeed, well fur- 
nished but with meer moral principles, they would disdain to 
be led about like apes, by such mymick marmosets. It is a 
most unworthy thing, for men that have bones in them, to 
spend their lives in making fiddle-cases for futulous womens 
phansies ; which are the very pettitoes of infirmity, the giblets 
of perquiSquilian toyes. I am so charitable to think, that 
most of that mystery would work the cheerfuUer while they 
live, if they might be well discharged of the tyring slavery 
of mis-tyring women : it is no little labour to be continually 
putting up English women into out-landish caskes ; who if 
they be not shifted anew, once in a few months, growe too 
sowre for their husbands. 

He that makes coats for the moon 
Had need take measure ereiy noon; 

and he that makes for women as often, to keep them from 
lunacy. 

' It is known more than enough, that I am neither nigard,nor 
cinick, to the due bravery of the true gentry : if any man 
mislikes a bullymong drossock more than I, let him take her 
for his labour : I honour the woman that can honour herself 
with her attire : a good text always deserves a fair margent ; 
I am not much offended, if I see a trimme far trimmer than 
she that wears it : in a word, whatever Christianity or civili- 
ty will allow, I can afford with London measure : but when I 
hear a nugiperous gentledame inquire what dress the queen is 
in this week : what the nudiustertian fashion of the court ; 
with egge to be in it in all haste, whatever it be ; I look at 
her as the very gizzard of a trifle, the product of a quarter of 
a cypher, the epitome of nothing, fitter to be kickt, if she were 
of a kickabie substance, than either honoured or humoured.' 

He is very serious on the subject of dressing the head. 
' Knew I how to bring it in, 1 would speak a word to long hair 
whereof 1 will say no more but this; if those who are termed 
ratde-heads and Impuritans would take up a resolution to be- 
gin in moderation of hair, to, the just reproach of those that 
are called furitansand round-heads, I would honpur their man- 
liness as much as the others' godliness, so long as I knew 
what man or honour meant. If neither can find a, barber's 
sliopi let them turn in to Psalms, Jeremiah and Cormthians, 
where they may oblaih certain directions. If it be thought 
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no wisdom in men to distinguish themselves in the field by scis- 
sors, let them remember, he is ill kept that is kept by 
his own sin : a short promise is a far safer guard than a 
long lock. Though it be not the mark of the beast, it may be 
the mark of a beast prepared to slaughter : lam sure, men 
used not to wear such manes : 1 am also sure, soldiers used to 
wear other marklets or notadoes in time of battle.' 

There must have been something more agreeable than a 
universal gloom in the society, where a man could be found, 
and he a minister and solitary widower, whose thoughts could 
run in such a train. We have been too long taught to believe 
that in the first generation, every thing bore marks of a pover- 
ty, which though voluntary was real : that austerity of man- 
ners did well enough agree with the horrours of a wilderness, 
and that content extended only to the supply of the first wants, 
and to a cabin, which the waste of fuel rendered inhabitable. 
Those who heard the late Dr. JBentley's Antiquarian dis- 
course will recollect how happily he combated tljiat opinion, 
by introducing his hearers into the mansions of some of the 
early settlers, and displaying the articles found in the invento- 
ries of their estates. His researches were made in Essex : our 
own Probate records exhibit similar facts. We iind in the prin- 
cipal houses a great hail ornamented with pictures and a great 
lantern, and a velvet cushion in the window seat, which looks 
into the garden. On either side is a great parlour, a little par- 
lour, or study. These are furnished with great looking glass- 
es, turkey carpets, window curtains and valance, pictures and 
a map, a brass clock, red leather-back chairs and a great 
pair of brass andirons. The chambers are well supplied with 
feather beds, warming pans, and every other article that 
would now be thought necessary for comfort or display. 
The pantry is well filled with substantial fare and dainties, 
prunes^ marmalade and madeira wine. Silver tankards, wine 
cups, and other articles of plate, are not uncommon : the 
kitchen is completely stocked with pewter, copper, and iron 
-utensils. Very many families employed servants, and in one 
we see a Scotch boy valued among the property and invoiced 
at £l4. The wardrobe of Mrs. Hudson exhibited as many 
articles of finery as usually deck a modern toilet. 

These legal records furnish the best of testimony concern- 
ing the extent of individual wealth, and the manners of the 
times. Such things existed in other places as much perhaps 
as in Boston, but a knowledge of them is not on that account 
less necessary to those, who would be familiar with the distin- 
guishing traits of our ancestors. 

The business of the most importance in the town at this 
period was the erection of the first Town House. A proposal 
had been made in 1649, 'that those that shall undertake to 
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build a house Tor the courts to be kept in, shall have the in- 
come of any rents that might arise, forever.' In Capt. Keayne% 
will the subject was renewed and urged with much earn- 
estness : he calculated the expenses and bequeathed a sum 
which he thought would nearly defray the whole. In 1637 
a model was presented ; in 1659 the town house is mentioned, 
and at the meeting that year, which we suppose to have been 
held in that house, a rule of proceeding was adopted that 
' there shall be a moderator chosen annually to regulate pub- 
lick meetings and for this present year Wm. Davis [apothe- 
cary] is chosen.' Thomas Joy appears to have been the car- 
penter that built the town house, and ^ a final settlement was 
made with him in January 1661, when he received £680 
' whereby ail contracts with him were performed.' This was 
double the amount of Capt. Keayne's calculation. Whether 
any individuals bore part of the expense, does not appear : 
but in 1664 the town hired some part of the premises for a 
watch-house. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

'* A lowering storm, from envy brewing, 
Shall at a distance menace ruin } 
While slander, malice and detraction 
A host of fiends shall bring in action.*^ 

The Massachusetts colony originated in the commencement 
of the reign of King Charles I. The true intent of their patent 
or charter was, that the government of the colony should be 
under a corporation in England. The great change which the 
company made, by transferring the government into New Eng- 
land, produced a clamour against them, and a quo warranto 
was issued and prosecuted, and judgment obtained against 
the patentees in 1638. But the troubles which were increas- 
ing in the kingdom, and other circumstances, prevented the 
execution, and no further demand was made during the 
life of the king. After various vain expedients to retain his 
authority, Charles was brought to a trial, condemned and be- 
headed on the 30th of January 1649. The parliament of Scot- 
land took no part in this transaction, and formally protested 
against it. On his death they proclaimed his son Charles II. 
their sovereign. Against him Oliver Cromwell maintained the 
field, and destroyed the royal army at Worcester in Septem- 
ber 1651. England was now a sort ofrepublick, and continu- 
ed so till April 1653, when Cromwell assumed the power and 
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became lord protector of the three kingdoms. He maintained 
his place till 1658, when he fell into disease and died, leaving 
the protectorate to his son Richard, who being utterly unfit 
for that hazardous situation resigned his office in April 1659. 
General Monk, taking advantage of the crisis, determined to 
make an effort to restore the exiled monarch, which was suc- 
cessful, and Charles II. was proclaimed in London, May 29, 
1660. 

The news of this fact arrived in July, but the government 
did not think proper to proclaim the king here at that time. 
In November, official information was received from Mr. Lev- 
erett, the colony's agent, that petitions and complaints were 
preferred against the colony to the king and to the parliament. 
Thereupon the governour and assistants met and prepared a 
very loyal address, which was very graciously received and 
answered in February, 1661. There was, notwithstanding, no 
small degree of fear, lest the revolution in England should pro- 
duce as great a change in the form of their government, both in 
church and state. A sort of prudential committee was ap- 
pointed, to consider what measures the state of things requir- 
ed to be taken, which produced a declaration of rights and 
duties, which was adopted by the court.* The king was 
proclaimed and acknowledged in August, but this submission 
did not cause all their difficulties to subside. Further com- 
plaints were made, and an order was received from the king, 
that some persons should be sent over to make answer. Mr. 
Bradstreet, one of the assistants, and Mr. John Norton, teach- 
er of the first church, were sent, and were well received. 
They made but a short stay,and returned with a letter from the 
king. It offered to confirm and renew the charter and other 
privileges, which all thought very favourable ; but then it 
required among other things, that all, who desired it, should 
have liberty to use the bopk of common prayer, and perform 
their devotions according to the service established in Eng- 
land ; and that all freeholders of competent estates, though of 
different persuasions concerning church government, should be 
electors, and be eligible to all offices for which their wisdom, 
virtue and integrity qualified them. The old law of 1631 had 
been enforced by authority in 1660, making church members 
the only freemen ; and these requirements entered the sanctum 
sanctorum of our fathers' prejudices, and were admitted with 
reluctance. The agents met with a very unkind reception on 
their return. Mr.Norton died soon after (April 5, 1663) of an 
apoplectick fit : his friends attributed his death to the treatment 



' See Hutch, vol. 1. app. No. 1.3. 
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he experienced : the Quakers pronounced it a judgment of 
God upon him, for the part he had taken in their persecution.* 

The years 1664 and 1665 afforded the people greater occa- 
sion for fears, than they had met with, at any time before. 
Their compliance with the requisitions of the king's letter were 
so slow, that his Majesty determined to send over several gen- 
tlemen of distinction, with a commission to hear and determine, 
all matters of complaint, and to settle the peace and security 
of the country, according to their discretion. With such pow- 
ers, four commissioners arrived in July, 1664, They were Col. 
Richard Nichols, Geo. Cartwright, esq. Sir Robt. Carr, and 
Sam'l. Maverick, esq : the latter an implacable enemy to the 
colony, ever after an unsuccessful petition was preferred by 
him and others for certain privileges in 1 646. They had va- 
rious charges to advance and many demands to make of the 
government here : numerous interviews took place, and differ- 
ences in opinions about mutual rights were unavoidable. 
Nothing definitive was effected by their labour ; the commis- 
sioners had to deal with men, who were their equals in knowl- 
edge, and their superiors in every other qualification. Some 
light is thrown upon the characters of both by the following 
story. 

' The commissioners with other gentlemen meeting some- 
times at a publick house in Boston, called the Ship tavern (it 
was at the corner of Clark and Ann streets, then kept by 
John Vyal, vintner,) one of the constables, named Arthur 
Mason, expected to find them there upon a Saturday evening, 
which would have been a breach of law ; but before he 
came, they had adjourned to Mr. Kellond's, a merchant, who 
lived opposite to the tavern. Another constable, who had 
been at the tavern before, had been beaten by them. Mason, 
who had more courage and zeal, went into the company with 
his staff and told them he was glad to see them there, for if 
he had found them on the other side the street he would have 
carried them all ay/aj ; and added that he wondered they 
should be so uncivil as to beat a constable and abuse authori- 
ty. Sir Robert Carr said, it was he that beat him, and that he 
would do it again. Mason replied, that he thought his Majes- 
ty's commissioners would not have beaten his Majesty's offi- 
cers, and that it was well for them that he was not the con- 
stable who found them there, for he would have carried them 
before authority. Sir Robert asked, if he dare meddle with 
the king's commissioners ? Yes, says Mason, and if the king 
himself had been there, I would have carried him away. Upon 
which, Maverick cried out. Treason ! Mason, thou shalt be 



* Ur. Norton left 10 pounds br vill to the poor of Boston. 
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hanged within a ttoelvemonth ! Sir Robert Carr spake to Sir 
Thomas Temple and some others of the company, to take 
notice of what passed ; and the next day Maverick sent a 
note to Mr. Bellingham, the governour, charging Mason with 
high treason for the words spoken, and requiring the gover- 
nour to secure him. The governour appointed a time for Ma- 
verick to come to his house, and to oblige himself to prosecute 
the constable at the next court of assistants ; but Maverick, 
instead of appearing, thought proper only to send another note, 
promising to appear against the constable, and charge him 
home, and therefore required his person should be secured. 
The governour thought it advisable to cause Mason to recog- 
nize, as principal, in five hundred pounds, with two sufficient 
sureties in two hundred and fifty each, for his appearance ; 
but the day before the court, Maverick sent another note to 
the governour, desiring to withdraw his charge, being " satis- 
fied that although the words were rash and inconsiderate, yet 
there was no premeditated design in Mason to offer any inju- 
ry to the king or his government." The governour returned 
for answer, " the affair was of too high a nature for him to 
interpose in. Mason being bound over to answer." Upon his 
appearance a bill was laid before the grand jury, wherein he 
was charged with maliciously and treasonably uttering the 
treasonable words mentioned. According id liberty taken 
by grand juries at that day, they only found " that the words 
charged were spoken ;" and Mason being brought upon trial, 
and the words fully proved, the court of assistants suspen- 
ded judgment, and referred the cause to the next general 
C9urt, where it was resolved, that although the words were 
rash, insolent, and highly offensive, yet, as his accusers and 
witnesses all cleared him from any overt act, or evil intended 
against the king, the court did not see cause to adjudge him a 
capital offender, but sentenced him to be admonished in sol- 
emn manner by the governour.' 

Sir Robert Carr was in his turn summoned by Mr. Leverett 
to appear at his house, with his man James Deane, and answer 
to a complaint exhibited against them for ' royatous and abu- 
sive carriage to one of his Majesty's officers, Richard Bennet, 
one of the constables of the town, that the honour and author- 
ity of H. M. or his officers, may be preserved, witb the great- 
est respect to yourself the case will admit of.' We find no 
record of the result. 

The commissioners drew up a report, in which they speak of 
Boston as * the chief town in the colony, seated upon a penin- 
sula, in the bottom of a bay, which is a good harbour and full 
offish, k was fortified thisyeaf, 1665, with two block houses 
—Their houses are generally wooden, their streets crooked 
with little decency and no uniformity ; and there, neither 
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months, days, seasons of the year, churches nor inns are 
known by their English names. — One of the king's loyal sub- 
jects was derided for being so civil as to accompany a com- 
missioner from the town where he lived to Boston, and others 
in Boston derided those of Rhode Island, for having yielded 
so much to the commissioners. 

' At our first coming over, many untruths were raised and 
sent into the colonies — Major Hawthorne made a seditious 
speech at the head of his company, and the late governour* 
another at their meeting house in Boston ; but neither of them 
were so much as questioned for it by any of the magistrates.' 
The town had for several years given instructions to their 
deputies in the general court. The first on record are those 
for the year 1665, and are not without interest, as exhibiting 
the first publick act of Boston in support of 'just privileges.' 
May 4. 1665. Instructions for the deputies, it is agreed to 
present these ensuing : 

First, that there may be an amicabl,e compliance with his 
Majesty's hon. commissioners according as duty to God and 
allegiance to H. M. obligeth, without any receding from our 
just privileges according to the patent. 

2dly. Inasmuch as the number of freemen in this town of 
B. (consisting of tow distinct churches,) is very large, that 
either the number of deputies their representatives may be 
enlarged, according to proportion of freemen, or that there may 
be [?] show deputies. 

3dly. That whereas there be divers ofi&ces, as sealers of 
leather, &c. who after election by law os*- to be sworn to 
the execution thereof, who yet refuse the same, that there may 
be some penalty inflicted upon the refuser of the same, that so 
the work may not be frustrated. 

4thly. That whereas the standard for weights in towns 
exceeds not four pounds, that it ipay be enlarged to 56lb. 
weight, whereby fraud may be prevented in greater drafts. 

5thly. That whereas for the future there may be more use 
of bricks than formerly, for prevention of damage ; that the 
law relating to tiles may be enlarged to bricks, as to clay they 
are made of, and that there may be a size appointed for their 
dimension, and that their moulds may be shod, &c.' 

The representations of the commissioners produced another 
letter from the king, dated April 10, 1666, and requiring that 
five persons, of whom Gov. Bellingham and Major Harthome 



* Got. Endicot died March 23, 1665. He had made Boston his place of residence for 
some time. His will is dated here May 2, 16S9, and speaks ofthe house be lived in, which 
was on tlie lot now occupied by Qardiner Greene, esq. He left four pounds to the poor of 
Boston. 
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were to be two, should be sent over to answer for the conduct 
of the colony. The court excused themselves with much 
sagacity from a compliance with this demand. An increase 
of troubles at home' directed the king and council's attention 
from the colonies, and the people here had a respite on these 
matters till 1675. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

We see the ground whereon these woes do lie, 
But the true ground of all these piteous woes 
We cannot without circumstance descry. 

Romeo and Juliet. 

Some few of the first settlers in New England were persons 
inclined to the sentiments of the Baptists, and the rulers of the 
colony had used every effort to check the spread of their opin- 
ions. Some they fined : some they whipped : some they im- 
prisoned : some they banished : and some were subjec- 
ted year after year to ecclesiastical discipline, and delivered 
up to Satan for not hearing the church. 

But now, the king's commissioners, having declared that 
they would have liberty given to all sorts and sects of men, 
the baptists in and near Boston took advantage of their pres- 
ence and formed a society, which was the origin of the First 
Baptist church.* The first record on their books gives the 
following account of this transaction : 

'The 28th of the 3d Month, in 1665, in Charlestown, 
Massachusetts, the Church of Christ, commonly(though falsely) 
called Anabaptists, were gathered together and entered into 
fellowship and communion with each other ; engaging to walk 
together in all the appointments of their Lord and Master, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as far as he should be pleased to make 
known his mind and will unto them by his word and spirit ; 
and then, were baptized Thomas Gould, Thomas Osborne, 
Edward Drinker, John George — and joined with Richard 
Goodall, William Turner, Robert Lambert, Mary Goodall, 
Mary Newell, who had walked in that order in Old-England 
— and to whom God hath joined since, Isaac Hull, John Far- 
num, Jacob Barney, John Russell, jun. John Johnson, George 
Farlow, Benjamin Sweetser, Mrs. Sweetser, all before Ellis 
Callender who was received Nov. 9, 1669.' 



* This was the first church of the denomination in Massachusetts proper: there ha^been 
one in Rehoboth, which was then in Plymouth colony, since 1663. 
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This act of the baptists was in defiance of a standing law 
of the colony, as the formation of the first church had been 
contrary to a law of the kingdom. Shortly after the depar- 
ture of the commissioners, Aug. 20, a warrant was issued to 
the constable of Charlestown to labour to discover where 
these people were assembled, and to require them to attend 
the established worship ; upon refusal to do this, they were 
brought before the court of assistants in September, when 
they presented a confession of faith, setting forth their distin- 
guishing sentiments.* The court were not satisfied, but de- 
clared Mr. Gould and his company to be no orderly church 
assembly, and sentenced them to be disfranchised, and on con- 
viction of any further meetings, to be committed to prison. 
In April of the next year they were again indicted for non-at- 
tendance on publick worship, and plead their own constant 
meetings in defence. This was considered an aggravation, 
and Gould, Osborne and George tvere fined £4 each, and or- 
dered to give bonds for their appearance at the next court. 
This they refused, and were therefore committed to prison. 
They remained in confinement, for a long time, making occa- 
sionally appeals for release, but in vain. In March, 1668, 
Gould appealed for himself, but the court of assistants again 
affirmed the judgment against him, and he was recommitted. 
But the same court appointed him and his associates a day to 
hold a publick dispute in defencb of their principles, ' for 
their orderly conviction by the labours of some of the rever^ 
end eldersi' When the day arrived, April 1 4th, the baptists 
appeared with some of their friends from Newport, and the 
six selected divines were attended by the governour and oth- 
er magistrates and ministers. A memorandum of the proceed- 
ings is preserved in the Historical Library, but as it remains 
undeciphered, we can only say that ' the conference seems 
from the quick alternation of the dialogue, as the speakers' 
names indicate, to have been more animated than might have 
been expected, but the eloquence and argument of each is lost 
in an impartial oblivion.' The result was more palpable. In 
the following May, Gould, Turner and Farnum were ordered 
to remove from the jurisdiction before the 20th of July ; and 
if seen after that time, they were to be thrown into prison, and 
there to remain without bail or mainprise. Mr. Gould was 
thereupon set at liberty, that he might prepare to go into ban- 
ishment : in the mean while, the court ordered that no meet- 
ing should be held or ordinances administered. The bap- 
tists were determined to suffer imprisonment rather than go 
into exile. One of them. Turner, lay in prison Nov. 1670, and 
warrants were then in two marshals' hands against Mr.Gould, 

* Sev Mr. WinchelFa JabUe« sermon. 
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but he was not then taken ' because he lived on Noddle's 
Island, and they waited to take him at town.' Many influen- 
tial men in the town ' laboured abundantly as if it had been 
for their best friends in the world to obtain their release,' and 
from the documents left on record, we should suppose the op- 
position to this church was more from the country than from the 
people of Boston.* The church at this time held their meet- 
ing at Noddle's Island every sabbath : Mr. Gould officiated 
as their pastor,and John Russell, senior, who had joined them 
from Woburn, held the office of elder. This Mr. Russell and 
another of their members by the name of Foster, were con- 
fined in prison for nearly six months in 16 72, and in the spring 
of 1673, two others were fined for withdrawing from the pub- 
lick meetings. 

Gov. Bellingham, who had been opposed to the baptists, had 
died Dec.7, 1672, and was succeeded at the May election by 
Maj. Gen. John Leverett, who had always objected to the 
measures pursued against them : and one of their number writes 
in Jan. 1674, ' the church of the baptized do peaceably enjoy 
their liberty !' Their pastor died in October, 1675. Encour- 
aged by the lenity of Gov. Leverett's administration, they re- 
solved, in Jan. 1678, to erect a place of worship in Boston. 
They proceeded with so much caution in building their house, 
that it was not known for what purpose it was erected until it 
was completed. After it was finished,the church purchased the 
house, with the land it was built upon, of Philip Squire and 
Ellis Callender for £60 ; and they met in it for worship on 
the 15th of February, 1679. It was situated on part of the 
lot now owned and occupied by the church, nearer to the 
street than the present meeting-house stands. The society 
did not enjoy it long unmolested ; in May, their leaders were 
convented before the court and admonished, and an order was 
then passed that no meetings should be held in any house, 
erected without the consent of the town in which it might be, 
on penalty of forfeiture or demolition. They therefore re- 
frained from meeting, (in the mean time ordaining Mr.Russell 
as their pastor) until another letter came, July 24, 1679, from 
the king, forbidding that any of his subjects, not being papists, 
should be subjected to fines or forfeitures or other incapacities 
for serving God in the way they might desire. Then they 
ventured to meet again ; and again they were summoned to 



* A petition (which see in Backus i. 380) was offered to the court in behalf of the prisoners. 
Henty Shrimpton, who died after the 17th of July,1666, when he made his will, left 20 pounds 
' to the society of christians that doth now meet at Noddle's Island, of which is Gould and' 
Osbom and the rest, ta a token of my love,' Mr. S. left property worth 10,000^. of which he 
^ave some to each of the other churches, and SOL to tlie town, on condition that he might he 
buried in the tomb with his former wife, otherwise nothing'. 
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desist, and the court ordered the marshal to nail up the house, 
which he did on March 3, 1680, and posted on the door a 
paper in these words : 

' All persons are to take notice, that by order of the Court, 
the doors of this house are shut up, and that they are inhibited' 
to hold any meeting therein, or to open the doors thei'eof, 
without license from authority, till the Court take further or- 
der, as they will answer the contrary at their peril.' 

' The church met in the yard, next Lord's day, and in the 
week ensuing erected a temporary covering ; but coming the 
second Lord's day, they found the doors of the house open, 
and they continued meeting in it till the General Court met in 
May following, when, having been admonished in open Court, 
by the Governour, and charged not to meet in their house, 
they were dismissed ; and the Court agreed to suspend any 
further proceedings against them. 

Thus were the baptists ' left to worship God as they chose, 
although the law forbade it ; but neither the church nor the 
rulers afterwards regarded this prohibition.' 

While the baptists were thus earnestly contending for the 
application of baptism to believers only, a question arose 
among the pedobaptists themselves, of most peculiar ' exercise 
and concernment respecting the ecclesiastical state of their 
posterity.' To some unpleasant disagreements on this sub- 
ject is to be traced the origin of the Old South Church. 

In 1657 the first church had voted, that it was the duty of a 
church to exercise church power regularly over the child-en 
of their members, who had been baptized in infancy, and to 
take care that their life and knowledge might be answerable 
to the engagement made by their relatives. This duty they 
put into practice. This opinion was sanctioned by a council, 
and another proposition was adopted, which gave to such per- 
sons the right to bring their children for baptism, on condition 
of their owning the covenant before the church, though they 
might not have sufficient confide<3ce of their own regeneration, 
to justify themselves in partakiiig of the sacrament. This 
was the commencement of the half-way covenant. 

Some persons feared that a consequence of adopting this 
rule would be, that before the churches should be aware, 
' a worldly part of mankind might carry all things into such 
a course of proceeding, as would be very disagreeable unto 
the kingdom of heaven.' Among those who were of this opin- 
ion was the Rev.John Davenport, of New Haven. It happen- 
ed very singularly that the first church, which had acted on 
the principles recommended by the synod, and whose pastor, 
Mr. Wilson, had decidedly approved them, should, when call- 
ed to fill the vacancy occasioned by his death, choose Mr. 
Davenport. Yet so the major part did, in opposition to a 
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large minority. Mr. Davenport accepted their invitation, 
and he and the Rev. James Allen, from England, were or- 
dained, the former as pastor, and the latter as teacher of the 
church, on the 9th of December, 1668. This step created so 
great a division, that the minority withdrew, and formed a 
new society, by the advice of ' councils fetched from other 
churches iri'the neighbourhood.' 

The names of the thirty ' brethren which came off and laid 
the foundation of the third [pedobaptist] church, partly on 
May 12, and partly on May 16, 1669, were-Capt. Wm. Da- 
vis, Messrs. Hez. Usher, John Hull, Edw. Raynsford, Peter 
Bracket, Jacob Eliot, Peter Oliver, Tho. Brattle, Edw. Raw- 
son, J. Scottow, Benja. Gibbs ; Major T. Savage, Messrs. Jo. 
Rocke, Theodore Atkinson, John Wing, Richard Truesdale, 
Theophilus Frarye [and] R. Walker, John Aldin, Benja. 
Thurston, Wm. Salter, John Morse, Josiah Belcher, Seth Per- 
ry, Jas. Pemberton, Wm. Dawes, Jo. Davis, Mr. Thomas 
Thacher [and] Joseph Belknap.' 

The heading of their covenant* says the church was gath- 
ered in Charlestown, on the 12th of May, 1669. In July a 



* Ctnienant of the Old South Church. 

We whose names are underwritten, being called of God tn join together into a church, in 
heart sense of our unwortbiness thereof, disability thereunto, and aptness to forsake the 
Lord, cast off* bis goveminent, and neglect our duty one to another, do in the name of J. C. 
Aur L. trusting only in bis grace and help, solemnly bind ourseWes together as in the pres' 
ence of God, constantly to«walk together as a chb. of Christ, according to all those holy 
rules of God's word given to a chb. body rightly establ. so far as we already know them, 
or they shall be hereafter farther made known unto us. And particularly, we do first of all 
ace. to the tenor of the everl. cov. give up ourselves and our ofi*sp. unto God our chief yea 
only good : unto our L. J. C. as the only mediator, our only spotl. head and Lord, receiving 
and relying on him not only as our b. p. for satisf. and interc. but also as our prophet to t. 
and King to reign over us, and Unto the H. S. to be a temple to him, that by bis dwelling 
and working in us we may have and be establ. in fellowship with God in G. and one with 
another. And for the furth. of this blessed fp. we do likewise promise to end. to establ. am. 
ourselves and convey down to post, all the holy truths and ordin. of the g. committed to the 
chhs. in faith and observance, opposing to the utm. of our chh. power whatever is diverse 
therefrom or cont. thereto. Also we do give up ours, unto one an. in the L. and by the will 
of G. hereby prom'g to cleave one to an. as fellow m. of the same b. in brotherly L and holy 
watchf. unto mutual ed. in G. J. and to be subjj. in and for the L. to all the adm. and cen- 
sures of the congr. so far as the same shall be ord. ace. to the rules of God's most holy wd. 
& finally we do hby. cov. and prom. thro, the help of the same grace to hold, promote ^ 
maint. sisterly fp- and comm. with all the chh. of saints in all those holy ways of order app. 
betw. ym. by our L. J. C. to our utmost, esp. wt. those amoflg wh. the L. hath set us ; that 
the L. may be one and his n. one in all these chh. tfaro'out all gen. to his et. gl. in C. J. 
And now the good Lord be merciful unto us, pardg. ace. to the greatness of his gr. as all 
our past sins so esp. our chh. sins in negligence !l unfreq. of former enjojnn. & accept as a 
sweet savour in J. G. this our offg. up oursv. unto him in this work— filling this his house 
with his own glory — making us faithf. to himself, fit one unto an. ace. to himself, for bis holy 
name sake. Amen. 

20 
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council was called by Gov. BelliDgham, ' fearing,' as he says 
in the order, ' a sudden tumult ; some persons attempting to 
set up an edifice for publick worship, which is apprehended 
by authority to be detrimental to the publick peace.' But 
the council thought best not to interpose any farther than to 
cautbn those, who were about to erect the bouse, to conform 
to the laws on that subject. They accordingly applied to 
the selectmen, who passed a vote 26, 5, 1669, ' that there is 
need of another meeting-house to be erected in this town ;' 
though they judged it did not belong to them to determine the 
placing of it. The house was erected on the spot where the 
Old South now stands, and the abovenamed iMr. Thacher 
was installed as pastor of the church, Feb. 16, 1670.* 

Mr. T. was from Salisbury in England, where his father, 
Mr. Peter Thacher, was minister. He arrived in this coun- 
try in 1635, at the age of fifteen, and received his educatirai 
under Mr. Charles Chauncy, who was afterwards president 
of the college. In 1644 he ivas settled at Weymiouth, where 
he remained more than twenty years, till after the death of 
his first wife, when upon marrj^ing a second, who belonged to 
Boston, he removed hither, and engaged himself in the prac- 
tice of physick, to which he had devoted considerable atten- 
tion : this he did not entirely relinquish, after he became 
pastor of the Old South. He was the authof of the first med- 
ical tract which appeared in this state, which was a discourse 
on the subject of the small-pox and measles, published 1677. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 



Sermons in stones, and good in every tiling. 

Shakspcare, 

We shall devote this chapter to a variety of miscellaneous 
facts, which were interesting at the time of their occurrence. 

The following useful regulation is found in the town records, 
March 14, 1664. For the more orderly and deliberate car 
rying on of the affairs of the town, it is ordered, that hence 
forth there shall be no alteration made in the way of elec 
tions, or other matters of moment and publick concernment, 
that hath not been duly considered of, and proposed at a pub- 



* lira. Norton had conveyed the land to several of the above gentlemen in their associate 
capacity, by a deed, April 1, 1669. 
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lick town meeting, orderly called, before the meeting when 
the final determination shall be put to vote. 

ELEVEN o'clock BELL. • 

The origin of our eleven o'clock bell is found under date 
of 25. 5. 1664. ' For the more convenient and expeditious 
despatch of merchants' [and maritime] affairs, or any other 
relating to strangers or our inhabitants, it is ordered that the 
bell shall be rung at eleyen of the clock every working day, 
to give notice thereof to all persons concerned ; and that the 
ringer shall be allowed 12d. a year by every person that 
commonly resorts thereunto, and that they may assemble in 
the room under the Town-house, for the space of one hour, 
for the ends above expressed.' 

NORTH AND SOUTH BATTERIES. 

Some of the letters from the king in 1665 had recommend- 
ed to the court to fortify against the Dutch and other enemies ; 
how faithfully they obeyed, appears in the subjoined report, 
which is found in the colony records for 1666, p. 222. 

' We the subscribers being appointed a committee by the 
Hon. Court, to view the batteries lately erected by Maj. Gen. 
John Leverett, with the advice of the committee of the militia 
in Boston, accordingly attended tp that service, and under the 
conduct of the said Maj. General we entered a well contrived 
fort called Boston Sconce, the artillery whereof is of good 
force and well mounted, the gunner attending the same. 
The form thereof is suitable to the place, so as to scour the 
harbour to the full length of their shot every way ; it is spa- 
cious within, that the traverse of one gun will not hinder the 
other's course ; and for defence the foundation is of stone, and 
well banked with earth, for dulling the shot, and hinderirig 
execution. Finally, we apprehend it to be the completest work 
of the kind, which hitherto hath been ordered in this country. 
We also took survey of another work, on the north side of 
Boston, called Merry's point, raised with stones ; the founda- 
tion is defended from the violence of the sea with spyles and 
planks ; the wall of a considerable thickness, yet less so than 
by reason of the sharp edges next the cannon, and 
wideness of the ports within, which (being faced with strong 
timber as intended) will be much better. To conclude, we 
judge the defence to be considerable, and the offence to be- 
available (by God's blessing) for the thing intended, for which 
the actors and contrivers, whereof Maj. Gen. L. hath been 
the chief, both in contriving, acting and disbursing, deserve 
the thanks of this court and all due encouragement. Boston 
Sconce hath nine guns mounted and four more intended with- 
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out, and seven at Merry's point.' Then follows a vote of 
thanks to Gen. L. and jtlOO grant for his services. 

DEATH AND CHARACTER OP KEV. MR. WILSON. 

The death of Mr. Wilson, the first pastor of the First 
Church, occurred in 1667, on the 7th. of August, in the 79th 
year of his age. He left an amiable character, and is repre- 
sented as one of the most humble, pious, and benevolent men. 
Cotton Mather, who tells us he never would sit for his like- 
ness, says ' if the picture of this good, and therein great mSn, 
were to be ' exactly given, great zeal with great love would be 
the two principal strokes, that joined with orthodoxy should 
make up his portraiture.' He was the son of Dr. Wilson, a 
prebend of St. Paul's in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and 
received his education at King's college, Cambridge. His 
cotemporaries considered him an excellent poet, though noth- 
ing which he has left behind would lead us to form that opin- 
ion of him. His principal forte lay in the making of ana- 
grams upon the names of his friends, and the happy faculty 
he possessed, of flattering them in that way for their virtues, 
probably gained him their compliments in return. His heart 
was full of compassion for the distressed and of affection for 
all : his house was renowned for hospitality, and his purse 
was continually emptying itself into the hands of the needy. 
This disposition was so reparkable, that it could not escape 
unnoticed. One day as he was present at a general muster 
of the military corps, a gentleman standing by said to him, 
' Sir, ril tell you a great thing : here's a mighty body of people, 
arid there is not seven of them all, but what loves Mr. Wilson.'' 
On which he instantly and pleasantly replied, ' Sir, Pll tell 
you as good a thing as that : here^s a mighty body of people, and 
there is not so much as one of them all hit Mr. Wilson lores 
him.'' The witty Mr. Ward, (the simple cobler,) passed a 
very neat encomium on him, when hcgave as an anagram of 
his name, I pray come in, you are heartily welcome. And 
(he following lines upon his hearse arc far from being inex- 
pressive, though ' some thought the Muses looked very much 
dissatisfied' at them: 

Anagram. 
JOHN WILSON. 

Oh ! chancre it not : no sweeter name or thing:, 
Thfoughout Ihc world, within our ears shall ring. 

Magnatia. 
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Mr. Wilson met with his share of the difficulties of the wil- 
derness. He lost his houses several times by fire ; buried 
his wife and some of his children and grand children, under 
trying circumstances ; outlived two of his friends and asso- 
ciates in the ministerial office ; saw errours stalking into the 
churches, in forms which appeared to him dreadful in the ex- 
treme; and died lamenting, that the zeal and pious devotion of 
the first generation had died with them, and that their children 

Iiromised nothing better than to prove degenerate plants. He 
eft a little property, which was valued at £419., 144. 6d. and 
distributed it in small portions to many individuals, not for- 
getting the poor of his own church. The foregoing fac simile 
represents the signature to his will.* 

SIGNS OP THE TIMES. 

The relation of an incident in 1668 will show us the char- 
acter of the age. ' There appeared a meteor in the heavens 
in the beginning of March, in the form of a spear, of a bright 
colour, something thicker in the midst than at either end. It 
was seen several nights together, in the west, about half an 
hflur within night : it stood stooping, one end pointing towards 
the setting of the sun, and moved downwards by little and 
little, till it descended beneath the horizon.' This and some 
other occurrences excited the magistrates to make an effort 
towards ' a reformation of manners :' for it was observed, 
that the youth of the age had degenerated very much from 
the strictness of their fathers. A brief was therefore issued 
to all the ministers in the colony, urging them to a more strict 
performance of their duty of visiting and instructing families, 
with the hope, that ' the effiectual and constant prosecution 
hereof will have a tendency to promote the salvation of souls, 
to suppress the growth of sin and profaneness, to beget more 
love and unity among the people, and more reverence and 
esteem of the ministry, and it will assuredly be to the enlarge- 
ment of your crown, and recompense in eternal glory.' 

It is evident, that the face of society was now becoming 
changed, and so strongly marked, that the line was plainly 
to be drawn, between those who maintained a regard for 
primitive holiness, and those who preferred to follow the in- 
clination of their own hearts. This comports well with the 
observation of Hutchinson, that the colony about this time 
(1669) made a greater figure than it ever did at any other 
time. Their trade was as extensive as they could wish : no 



* " 1668. May 3. Dorchester chh. records. Role-un-6od, the son of Hr. John Cotton, is 
baptized by virtue of communion of churches : his father bein^ a member of the church at 
Boston, but there is no officer there to dispense the ordinance at present," 
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custom-house was established. The acts of parliament of the 
12th and ISlh of king Charles JI. for regulating the planta- 
tion-trade were in force,* but the governour, whose business it 
was to carry them into execution, was annually to be elected 
by the people, whose interest it was that they should not be 
observed. Some of the magistrates and principal merchants 
grew very rich, and a spirit of industry and economy prevail- 
ed through the colony.' 

DEATH AND CHAKACTEK OP EEV. MR. DAVENPORT. 

The first church lost their senior pastor, on the lUh. of 
March 1670, Mr. Davenport dying suddenly of apoplexy, 
aged 72. 'Although his career in Boston was short and 
troublous, it had been long and glorious in New-England. 
Few men were better qualified for planting the gospel in a 
new world, and seldom has any man made a happier use of 
his natural and moral energies. His intrepidity saved king 
Charles' judges, Whalley and Goffe, who fled to New-Haven, 
in 1661, and who were hidden in his house, whilst he was 
preaching in publick, before the officers in pursuit of them, a 
sermon from the following words : " Take counsel ; execute 
judgment; make thy shadow as the night in the midst of the 
noon day : hide the outcasts ; bewray not him that wander- 
eth ; let mine outcasts dwell with thee. Moab, be thou a 
covert to them from the face of the spoiler." Mr. D. agreed 
in sentiment with Mr. Cotton respecting the civil as well as 
religious polity of the bible, and endeavoured a system of 
order, which should nearly correspond with the Hebrew 
institutes and the usages of the primitive christians.' 

josselyn's description. 

Mr. Josselyn, whose former travels are noted in page 82, 
visited Boston again in 1663 and was hereabouts till 1671, 
when be published the result of his inquiries. We give the 
substance of them, omitting somewhat, which he borrowed 
from Wood and Johnson. 

' Boston the metropolis of this colony,or rather of the whole 
country, is in longitude 315 deg. and 42 deg. 30 min. of north 
latitude. The buildings are handsome, joining one to the 
other, as in London, with many large streets, most of them 
paved with pebble ; in the high street toward the common 
there are fair buildings, some of stone, and at the east end of 
the town, one among the rest, built by the shore, by Mr. 
Gibbs, a merchant ; being a stately edifice, which, it is 
thought, will stand him in little less than £3000, before it be 
fully finished. The houses are for the most part raised upgn 

' These acts fovbtide the introduction of foreign produce, except from Englaind. 
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the sea banks, and wharfed out with great industry and cost, 
manj of them standing on piles [?] close together on each 
side of the streets as in London, and are furnished with many 
fair shops. 

' The town is not divided into parishes, yet they have three 
fair meeting-houses, or churches, which hardly suffice to re- 
ceive the inhabitants and strangers that come in from all 
parts. There is also a Town-house built upon pillars, where 
the merchants may confer : in the chambers above they hold 
the monthly courts. Here is the dwelling of the governour 
[Bellingham]. On the south there is a small but pleasant 
common, where the gallants, a little before sunset, walk with 
their marmalet madams as we do in Moor-fields, till the nine- 
o'clock bell rings them home to their respective habitations : 
when presently the constables walk the rounds to see good 
order kept and to takdup loose people.' 

DEATH AND CHARACTER OP MR. BELLINGHAM. 

Gov. Bellingham, who from the time of his first arrival, in 
1635, had been an inhabitant of Boston, died Dec. 7, 1672. 
He appears to have been a popular man, and was strongly 
attached to the liberties of the people. He was by education 
a lawyer. As a man he was benevolent, upright, and active 
in business : it is always mentioned as a singular part of his 
character, that he would never take a bribe. As a christian 
he was devout, zealous, and attentive to external forms. In 
politicks, h.e leaned rather to the democratick side, but in the 
church was a violent opposer of the new sects, that contended 
for religious freedom. He was sometimes subject to melan- 
choly and mental derangement, lived to the age of 80 years, 
and was the only surviving patentee named in the charter. 
His will left a large property for charitable and pious uses, 
but it was made in such a manner, that, after some years' 
dispute, the general court thought it necessary to supply the 
defects of it, by making a disposition of his estate themselves.* 

THE OLD WHARVES. 

We gather the history of the origin of the Old Wharf, 
so called, from the following documents : 

' Boston, N. E. Sept. 10, 1673. Whereas the Honouraljle 
Council of this jurisdiction have lately recommended to the 
consideration of the selectmen of this town, the necessity of 
erecting a wall or wharf, upon .the flats before the town, 
from the Sconce to Capt. Scarlett's wharf, or using some 



* 'March 21, 1673, the castle, at the entrance of Boston harbour, being of timber, was 
bnrnt down by accident. Anew fortress of stone vas erected, said then to be a strong work.' 
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Other means for securing the town from fireships, in case of 
the approach of an enemy, which the selectmen represented 
to the inhabitants, at a pubiick meeting, Sept. 5, 1673 ; and 
whereas the said inhabitants did on that day, by two pubiick 
votes, ^r*( deny to have the said work carried on at the pub- 
lick charge of the town, and secondly, did grant and give 
power to the selectmen, that they might order and dispose of 
the flats before the town, from the Sconce aforesaid to Capt. 
S.'s wharf for the better security of the town, as they shall 
think best — Now the aforesaid selectmen, having taken into 
their serious consideration the necessity of something to be 
done to the end aforesaid, and of some way of encouragement 
to such as shall undertake so great a work, do propound to 
the inhabitants of this town as followeth : 

1. That a wall or wharf of wood or stone be erected from 
the said sconce to Capt. Scarlett's wharf, which is in length 
about 2200 ft. ; that it be made in breadth 22 ft. at bottom, 
and to be raised 6 feet high at the least, with all expedition ; 
and afterwards as soon as may be to add thereto in height, as 
shall be judged convenient for a breastwork to play guns on, 
which is supposed to be 14 or 15 ft. high in all, and so car- 
ried up to be 20 ft. broad at the top, to be made substantial 
and uniform, and continued and maintained at the cost and 
charge of the undertakers according to these propositions. 

2. For encouragement hereunto the said selectmen of this 
town of B. in behalf of themselves and their successors in the 
dffice, do, according to the power con)mitted to them, hereby 
order and declare, first, that such of the inhabitants of this 
town as shall undertake and carry on the said work 
as above expressed, shall possess and enjoy, and hereby is 
granted to them, their heirs and assigns forever, all those flats 
that lie before the town, between the town and the said wall 
or wharf so to be built ; 200 feet whereof back towards the 
town, and next adjacent to said wall or wharf, shall be free 
for them the said undertakers to build wharves and warehou- 
ses upon as they shall see cause, proportionably in breadth 
to what they build on in the front : the remainder to be for 
dock or shelter for ships or vessels : 

Except always, and it is hereby reserved to such of the pres- 
ent abutters or borderers on the said flats, as shall come in 
undertakers of said w. or wh. and carry an end the 
same in convenient time, with the rest of the u. that they shall 
have liberty of carrying out their present wharves, before 
their own land, in proportion with others about 100 fi. beyond 
the Hon. Gov. Leverett's and Mr. Alford's present wharves, 
and to improve it, for the best advantage of them, their heirs 
and assigns forever, as shall be staked out in a Circular Line, 
according to a plot or map now taken of the said cove : 
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Reserving also to such others 'of the present abutters or 
borderers on the said flats, who refuse to join in the said wall 
or whf. aforesaid, liberty of egress and regress of vessels, and 
lying at their wharves for loading and unlading and graving 
before them. Secondly, 

That the said u. and carriers an end of said w. or whf. 
shall, according to and in proportion to what they build in 
front, have right, unto all income, advantages and emoluments 
that may arise or accrue, by dockage or anchorage of any 
such vessels as shall harbour or be secured within the said 
cove, as also by fishing within the said cove, or in the mouth 
thereof and all other Uberties and privileges, which may 
arise by virtue of this grant of the selectmen, between the 
said wharf or wall, now to be erected, and the wharves and 
docks now bordering on said flats, or to be made as above 
expressed, except what is reserved as above. It is further 
ordered and declared, that no man shall subscribe or under- 
take for less than twenty feet of said wall or wharf.' 

The foregoing propositions were signed by the selectmen ; 
forty-one persons very soon undertook the work in parcels 
from 20 ft. to 120 feet in front, and their agreement ' being 
read to the council Nov. 11, 1673, it was accepted.' 

The circular line, mentioned in this document, is a very im- 
portant boundary at the present day. A question having 
arisen concerning it so soon as 1678, it was then, Oct. 28th, 
determined that the southernmost part of Oapt. Scarlett's 
wharf is meant and understood to be the northerly bounds 
thereof, and the Sconce to be the southerly bounds, and ' from 
these two places lines to be run the nearest or shortest cut 
into the channel before the town, and the channel to be the 
eastern or easterly bounds, and the western or westerly to be 
100 ft. without the Hon. Gov. Leverett's and Mr. Wm. Al- 
/ford's wharf.' Gov. L.'s wharf was at that time the wharf on 
the south side of the bottom of State-street, and Mr. Alford's 
that on the north : the Long wharf has since been built be- 
tween them. Capt. Scarlett's wharf was that at the bottom of 
Fleet-street, and the Sconce was situated not far from the 
head of India wharf. 

Stupendous as this undertaking was, for the period when it 
was projected, it was carried into execution, and the proprie- 
tors received an act of incorporation from the council of the 
colony, May 11, 1681. Happily there never was occasion to 
employ the works for the ends for which they were designed ; 
no enemy having ever passed the castle. The profits from the 
concern were found so small, that the wharves were soon suf- 
fered to go into decay, and no trace is now to be seen of 
them. We have been favoured with the use of a plan, taken 
after Long-wharf was built,which exhibits the cove and all the 
21 
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wharves between the two extremities of the circular line, the 
out wharf crossing the Long at the T. with a ' gap or passage 
of 80 ft. wide into the cove' on the north side of the T, and 
another narrower gap on the south side of Long wharf. • 



CHAPTER XXVm. 



Or figfate with mee, or lose thy tande, 
Ifo better termes may bee. 

Remaing of Ancient Poetry- 

Whatever concerned the welfare of the colony was deeply 
fell in Boston, and scenes were about opening in 1674, which 
kept alive the publick anxiety from that time, till the colo- 
nial government was settled under a new charter. 

The Indians within the Massachusetts bounds were not sub- 
ject to one general sachem, but divided into smaller cantons 
or tribes. These, one after another, had submitted them- 
selves to the jurisdiction of our government. There was the 
appearance of amity and good correspondence on all sides, 
and for forty years together, the people had suffered no great 
concern from fears of any irruption. But about the year 
1670, suspicions were excited by some strange conduct on the 
part of the Indians, and measures of precaution were taken 
against them Philip, sachem of Mount Hope, was the chief 
"who was destined to give the greatest annoyance. He was a 
man of high spirit, and could not bear to see the people of 
Plymouth colony extending their settlements over the domin- 
ions of his ancestors : and although his father had at one time 
or other conveyed to them all that they were possessed of, 
yrt he had sense enough to distinguish a free, voluntary cov- 
enant from one made under a sort of dure.sse, and he could 
never rest until he brought on the war, which was to end in 
his destruction. 

While Philip was making professions of peace and friend- 
ship, he was secretly laying a plot, that all the Indians should 
rise at once, in all quarters, in the spring of 1676, and drive 
the English entirely out of the land : but circumstances con- 
curred to bring on a rupture at an earlier period, that ended 
in quite a different result. In this contest the people of Bos- 
ton took a very efficient part. Philip's men made an attack 
on some persons at Swansey, on the 24th of June, 1675, and 
information being immediately brought to Boston, a company 
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of foot under Capt. Daniel Henchman, and a troop of horse 
under Capt. Thomas Prentice were despatched to their relief 
on the 26th. An eclipse of the moon, which happened that 
evening, produced fearful discouragements in this little army. 
Some melancholy fancies imagined that they saw an unusual 
black spot in her centre, resembling an Indian's scalp, and 
this brought to recollection other ominous signs. ' But after 
the moon, had waded through the dark shadow of the earth, 
and borrowed her light again,' the two companies marched on 
and arrived at Swansey, within a quarter of a mile of Philip's 
dominions, some time before night on the 28th. A party of 
the Boston troop, unwilling to lose their time, made an excur- 
sion into the enemy's territory, but were compelled to retreat 
with the loss of one man, Wm. Hammond, killed, and one 
man, corporal Belcher, wounded. 

The whole body of the forces (Mass. and Plymouth) made 
a sally the next morning, crossied the bridge that led to Mt. 
Hope, and drove the enemy before them, a mile and a quarter on 
the other side of it. ' Ensign Savage, that young martial spark,' 
says Hubbard, ' scarce twenty years of age, had at that time 
one bullet lodged in his thigh, another shot through the brim 
of his hat, by ten or twelve of the enemy discharging upon 
bkn together, while he boldly held up his colours in the front 
of his company.' Major Savage arrived soon with supplies 
and took the command: Capt. Ed w. Hutchinson also came 
up shortly after, with reinforcements and further orders from 
Boston. A few skirmishes routed the Indians in that quar- 
ter ; Philip fled to the western part of the colony, and some 
of our troops returned. Capt. Henchman started again from 
Boston, in November, with another company. Near to Men- 
don they heard of a party of Indians, and it was resolved to 
give them a camisado, as they called it, in their wigwams. 
The captain and his lieutenant, Philip Curtis, accordingly led 
their men out to the fight, but most of them flinched in the 
moment of need, and Capt. H. and Lieut. C. were left with 
only five men to finish the combat. The lieutenant and one 
man were killed, and the object of the excursion was lost. 

The following winter was marked with numerous rencon- 
tres, in which the Indians were sometimes victorious and 
sometimes obliged to retreat. They, however, advanced to- 
wards Boston, and some of them expressed the hope, that they 
should yet see that town in ashes. What me will^me do, was 
their motto, and the people believed so much in its appropri- 
ateness, that they set a watch at the entrance of the town, 
and no Indian whatever, friendly or not, was allowed to enter 
unguarded. Next to Philip in insolence, there was a John 
Monahco, or One-eyed John, who had threatened hardest 
and boasted loud of what he should accomplish : but before 
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the year was closed, Philip himself was hunted to his dens, by 
Capt. Church, and shot by a friendly Indian ; and this John, 
' with a few more bragadocios like him was taken, and was 
leen marching towards the gallows, through Boston streets, 
which he threatened to burn at his pleasure, with an halter 
about his neck, with which he was hanged at the town's end, 
Sept. 26, 1676.' Thus ended king Philip's war- 
TV hat the malice of the savages was not permitted to effect, 
took place through other means. On the 27th of November, 
the town was alarmed by the discovery of ' a sad fire, acci- 
dentally kindled by the carelessness of an apprentice, that sat 
up too late over night, as was conceived, which begun an hour 
before day, continuing three or four, in which time it burned 
down to the ground 46 dwelling-houses, besides other build- 
ings, together with a meeting-house* of considerable bigness. 
Some mercy was observed, mixt with the judgment, for if a 
great rain had not continued all the time, (the roofs and walls 
of their ordinary buildings consisting of such combustible 
matter) that whole end of the town had at that time been con- 
sumed.' 

This is Hubbard's account in his ' Indian wars.' Hutch- 
inson says, ' it broke out about five o'clock in the morning, at 
one Wakefield's house, by the Red Lion.' The wharf, wlritih 
opens next north of Richmond-street (late Proctor lane), was 
formerly called the Red Lion wharf, and from the number of 
buildings destroyed, and the names of persons mentioned in 
the town records, as interested in the improvements after- 
wards made in the width and course of the streets, we infer that 
the fire extended from that lane as far north as Clark-street.t 
Great pains appear to have been taken that the new streets 
might be both wider and straighter than before, end the se- 
lectmen had as much difiiculty to persuade the owners to 
give up an inch of ground then, as the city authorities now 
have. Some of the wooden houses now standing in Ann- 
street were probably biiilt immediately after this fire. The 
house at the head of the slip below Richmond-street Is thought 
by the occupant to be 160 years old. It is of two stories ; 
the second projecting about 1 8 inches over the first. There 
are houses in several parts of the town, built in the same 
style.| The fashion is said to have been introduced here 

• The church met at Dea. Phillips' house, Dec 3, and took measures for the erectiOD of a 
new house of worship : it was ready io the course of the next year. No pew was to be built 
with a door into the street : and if the builder of the pew left the house, the pew was to 
revert to the church. 

t Town Records, Jan. and Aug. 1677. 

X The house on the north side of the New Brick nreting-house is a specimen of this struc- 
ture, and the one on the south side, at the comer of (late) Proctor-lane, is in the previous 
fashion of two low stories with a high, peaked roof: until late years it retained the ancient 
small glass windows with leaden sashes. 
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firom the country, where this structure was found expedient, to 
furnish protection from the assaults of the natives. This is 
not improbable ; but another opinion, that it was the fashion 
of the times and prevailed also in France at the same period, 
is quite as likely. 

We do not find that the engine authorized in 1664 was ever 
obtained, but after this fire the town appears to have sent 
abroad for one. 

Town Records, 1679. Jan. 27. 'In case of fire in the 
town, where there is occasion to make use of the engine lately 
come from England, Thomas Atkins, carpenter, is desired and 
doth engage to take care of the managing of the said engine, 
in the work intended, and secure it the best he can from dam- 
age, and hath made choice of the several persons following to 
be his assistants, which are approved of, and are promised to 
be paid for their pains about the work : — '■ The persons who 
formed the first engine company, were Obadiah Gill, John 
Raynsford, John Barnard, Thomas Elbridge, Arthur Smith, 
John Mills, Caleb Rawlins, John Wakefield, Samuel Green- 
wood, Edward Martin, Thomas Barnard, George Robinson.' 

The following record shows us the antiquity of their privile- 
gesi May 28, 1683. It is agreed that Ralph Carter and seven 
others, one man out of each company of the train bands, should 
take the care and charge of- the water engine, to keep it in 
good order, and be ready upon all occasions to attend the use 
and service thereof, when the said Carter shall require it, or 
there be any noise or cry of fire breaking out in any part of 
this town: In consideration whereof, with consent of the sev- 
eral captains, they shall be exempt from training, and are to 
attend the said service upon the penalty the law prefixeth for 
not training. 

Another ' terrible fire began about midnight, August 8, 1679, 
at one Gross's house, the sign of the Three Mariners, near the 
dock. All the warehouses and a great number of dwelling- 
houses, with the vessels then in the dock, were consumed, it 
continued till near noon the next day ; the most woful deso- 
lation that Boston had ever seen ; eighty odd dwelling houses 
and seventy, odd warehouses, with several vessels and their 
lading consumed to ashes. The whole loss computed to be 
£200,000.' Hubbard says (N.E. 649) ' it was set on fire* by 



* 1679, October 18. p. 242. Colony Records. Whereas the persons hereafter named are 
under vehement suspicion of attempting to bum the town of Boston, and some of their en- 
deavours prevailed to the buruiug of one house, and only by God's providence prevented 
from further damag-e : This court doih order that Edward Creeke and Deborah bis wife, 
Hepzibah Godman, John Avis, John Easte, Samuel Dogget, Wm. Penny, Richard Heath, 
Sypron Jarman, and James Dennis, shall depart the jurisdiction and never return, and be 
kept in prison until ready for their departure. 
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some malicious wretches, as is justly suspected, and half ra- 
ined the whole colony, as well as the town.' This devasta- 
tion occasioned such a demand for house timber, that the town 
petitioned the court to forbid its exportation for a time. 
It also increased the watchfulness of the people, and in some 
new regulations adopted, we find the singular one that a man 
should be stationed on each meeting-house during service on 
the sabbath day, to give the alarm in case of any fire being 
discovered. 

A law was made about this time to prevent the erection of 
wooden buildings, and the houses and warehouses near the 
town dock, which were rebuilt after the great fire in 1679, 
were either constructed with brick, or plastered on the outside 
with a strong cement intermixed with gravel and glass, and 
slated on the top. They were two stories high, with a gar- 
ret in the high peaked roof.* One of them is yet standing, 
and is represented in the following plate. 



ANCIENT BUILDING 
AT THE CORSEIl OF AKH-STEEET AND MABKET-SftUABE. 




VIEW FBOU THE N. E. COBNER OF ELM-STBEET. 



* Mnss. Bist. Coll. 1. ir. 189. 
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• This, says a description furnished by a friend, is perhaps 
the only wooden building now standing in the city to show 
what was considered elegance of architecture here, a century 
and a half ago. The peaks of the roof remain precisely as 
they were first erected, the frame and external appearance 
never having been altered. The timber used in the building 
was principally oak, and, where it has been kept dry, is per- 
fectly sound and intensely hard. The outside is covered with 
plastering, or what is commonly called rough-cast. But in- 
stead of pebbles, which are generally used at the present day 
to make a hard surface on the mortar, broken glass was used. 
This glass appears like that of common junk bottles, broken 
into pieces of about half an inch diameter, the sharp corners 
of which penetrate the cement in such a manner, that this 
great lapse of years has had no perceptible eiFect upon them. 
The figures 16 8 were impressed into the rough-cast to 
show the year of its erection, and are now perfectly legible. 
This surface was also variegated with ornamental squares, 
diamonds and flowers-de-luce. The building is only two sto- 
ries high, and is about 32 feet long and 17 wide ; yet tradi- 
tion informs us that it was once the residence of two respect- 
able families, and the front part was at the same time occupi- 
ed for two shops or stores. The water of the dock flowed on 
the south and southwest sides of it, as represented on the plan 
for 1722. The principal apothecary' shop in the town was 
once kept there, and one part of it continues to be improved 
for the same business. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 



He's gone, and who knows how he may report 
Thy words, by adding fuel to the flame ? 
Expect another message more imperious, 
More lordly thund'ring than thou weU wilt bear. 

Sanuon AgonUtes, 

' In the height of the distress of the Indian war, and while 
the authority of the colony was contending with the natives 
for the possession of the soil, complaints were making in Eng- 
land, which struck at the powers of government ; and an in- 
quiry was set on foot, which was continued from time to time, 
until it finally issued in a quo warranto and judgment there- 
upon against the charter.' 

The compliance of the colony with the requisitions of the 
king had been slow and occasional, as necessity impelled, 3nd 
whatever alterations they might make in their polity from rea- 
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son and conviction, of their own motion, they were not easily 
led to adopt the same when required by a sovereign, to whom 
they held themselves subject only according to their charter. 
There were different opinions in regard to the course, which 
the colony ought to pursue, and from this period we may date 
the origin of two parties, the patriots and prerogative men, 
the whigs and tories, between whom controversy scarcely in- 
termitted, and was never ended, until the separation of the 
two countries.* 

A jealousy concerning their political rights infused itself 
into the people, and henceforward we discover in the acts of 
the Bostonians an increased sensibility to every shadow of 
encroachment upon their liberties, whatever may be its source. 

Thus in April, 1676, in conformity to custom, the town chose 
by ballot Mr. John Hayward, to be nominated to the county 
court for the office of clerk of the writs. For reasons not as- 
signed on the town records, that court saw fit to disregard the 
nomination, and the town resented l^he affront at a publick 
meeting, on the 25th of August following. 

' Then was presented a paper to the inhabitants, by Rich- 
ard Knight, in the name of himself and others of the town, to 
represent their dissatisfaction and grievance for a breach of 
their liberties and privileges, as they apprehend, by the Hon'd. 
County court's putting in another clerk of the writs than what 
was nominated by a major vote of the inhabitants, the 24th of 
April, 1676. 

The question being put, whether the motion therein should 
be considered at this time. Resolved in the affirmative. 

Secondly, it was voted, that Mr. Thomas Deane and Mr.' 
John Fairweather join with the selectmen to represent the 
dissatisfaction and grievance of the inhabitants to the hon'd. 
county court, and humbly desire that their privileges and lib- 
erties, that do belong to the town, may be continued and enjoy- 
ed without any obstruction, and may have satisfaction in their 
present complaint.' 

This was an evil of trifling moment, when compared with 
the troubles that awaited them, in common with their brethren 
of all New-England. That same summer, king Charles II. 
sent over to the colony, as bearer of despatches ' to the gov- 
ernor and magistrates of the town of Boston,' Edward Ran- 
dolph, a man who became infamous and hated by the people as 
a spy upon their liberties ; whose business it was, they said, to 
go up and down seeking to devour them. The court complied 
with the principal demands of the king, and sent agents (Wm. 
Stoughton and Peter Bulkley) to answer the complaints against 
them. Randolph returned upon their heels, and reported that 

> Minot, Hist. Mass. i. 43— ai. 
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' the colony refused any obedience to the acts for regulating 
the trade of the plantations.' 

'Several laws were made by the cdurt, while the agents 
were in England, to remove some of the exceptions which 
were taken, and the king's arms were ordered to be carved and 
put up in the court [town] house. But it was a more difficult 
thing to conform to the acts of trade : they -acknowledge in 
their letter to their agents that they had not done it. They 
apprehended them to be an invasion of the rights, liberties and 
property of the subjects of his majesty, they not being repre- 
sented in parliament ; however, they had made provision by a 
law,that the acts should be strictly observed from time to time, 
although it greatly discouraged trade, and was a great damage 
to his majesty's plantation.' Here we perceive that the gov- 
ernment of Massachusetts avowed the principle, that taxation 
and representation ought to go together, a hundred years 
before the united colonies declared that4hey should. 

Randolph kept a continual watch upon the colony, and' 
went divers times to England with complaints, and returned 
with fresh orders and powers. In 1678 he came over with 
authority from the commissioners of the customs as an inspec- 
tor, and to make seizures for breaches of the acts of trade ; 
but he was generally, if not always, condemned in costs. In 
his list of 'articles of high misdemeanour exhibited against a 
, faction of the general court,' besides accusing them of aiming 
at independence, he alleges that in opposition to him, they had 
'confirmed the place and powers of the collector of the cus- 
toms and imposts, laid upon wines and strong waters imported 
into their colony, set up by a law made in their colony in 
1645;' which officer, he says, had been chief collector of 
these duties above a year before his own office was ordered. 

Even this collector, though appointed by the court, it seems 
met with some refractory spirits, who were not disposed to 
submit to the ' acts of trade.' Town Records, 1678, Aug. 26, 
' Mr. Paul Dudley, collector of the customs in this port of 
Bostone, complaining that Robert Orchard, who had received 
several goods from England, had neglected to make any entry, 
and refused to produce an invoice of them, the said Mr. Dud- 
ley desired the assistance of the selectmen to rate the said 
Orchard for the said goods, according to thejr best discretion, 
as the law directs. And the said collector with the selectmen 
do, according to the law, rate the said Orchard to pay to the 
collector £10 in money, for the custom of the said goods.' — 
And the constable thereupon attached 19lbs. of beaver, as 
security for the same. 

Governour Leverett, who had been annually continued in 
office, from the time of his being first chosen in 1673, died on 
the 16th of March, 167&. He had been a soldier in early 
22 
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life, and distinguished himself in several action^ abroad. Up^ 
on his return be was chosen a deputy to the general court 
for Boston ; in 1664 he was appointed major-general, and 
elected assistant in 1665: he succeeded Mr. Francis Wit 
loughbj in the deputy-governour's oflSce in 1671, and held 
that place till he became governour. The weighty affairs of 
the war and of the agency during his administration, conduct- 
ed with prudence and steadiness, caused him to be greatly 
respected, and he was so beloved by the colony, that his elec- 
tion was never contested, and he descended with honour to 
the grave. His funeral was attended with great solemnity : 
a sermon was preached by Mr. [Samuel] Nowel, and military 
honours were conferred on the occasion.* 

The agents returned in 1679. In 1681, Randolph obtained 
a commission from the crown, for collector and surveyor and 
searcher of the customs, in New England. He laid his com- 
mission before the general court, and desired he might be aid- 
^d in the execution of his office with their countenance and 
Authority : but no notice being taken of his application, he set 
up bis advertisement in the town-house, to acquaint all per- 
sons concerned, that an office was erected, and they must 
govern themselves accordinglyi This, he said, was takea 
down by the marshal, by order of the general court, or some 
of the members. He, therefore, demanded a final resolution 
of the court, whether they would iadmit his commission to be 
in force or not, that he might know how to order his proceed- 
ings* What was their reply to Randolph we have not found ; 



* Order of march, at iha fumeral of Gonemor Leverett^mho died 16 ManA 1678, and was 
bariedthejirst day of the next year^ 25 JUTorcA, 1679l 

Mr. John Joylifle 
Hr. James Wbetc 
Mr. Wm. Tailer 
Sir. Kics. Aliddlecoe 



' >to< 



Mr! wSf TSler'"""*" ^ *" ""^ ™'='' * ^^™'' ''°" " ""* * ""'"' "^^^ °*"*- 



To march next before the Herse as followeth. 

< Mr. Sam. Shrimpton, or in bis absesce Capt. Clap to carry the helmet. 
\ Mr. John Fairweather to carry the Gorget. 

5 Mr. E. Hutchinson Brest 
( Mr. Charles Lidgett Back 

<Mr. Samp. Sheafs one tace 

I Mr. John Fincheon one tace Mr. Dummer in ca^ 

(Capt. Nicfa. Page one Gauntlet 

\ Capt. Jona. Curwio one Gauntlet 

j Xiieut. Edw. Willys the Target 
{ Oapt. Edw. Tyng the Sword 

(Mr. Hez. TTsher one Spur 

\ Mr. Peter Sargeant one Spur 

Capt. Wm. Gerrish to lead the narse per the Rain and Return Waite (as Groom) per 
the headstall. 

Mr. Lynde 

Mr. R^'k X. *° '""^ Banners mixt with the Banner Roles aho»e. 

N. Green 



] 
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but in an answer to the king we find them declaring, that he 
' was acknowledged Qollector, and bis commission enrolled.' 

Charles II. remained dissatisfied, and required that other 
agents should be sent over, without delay, with powers to 
submit to such regulations of government as his Majesty should 
think fit. Mr. Joseph Dudley, a son of the- first deputy-govr 
ernour, and Mr.John Richards, a wealthy merchant of Boston, 
a man of fair character and one of the assistants, were cho- 
sen, and despatched with all practicable speed. They arrived 
at London on the latter end of August, 1682, and Randolph 
was not long after them, ready to disclose every thing they 
might wish to conceal. They found ' his majesty greatly pro^ 
voked ;' and in their first letters to the general court repre- 
sented the case of the colony as desperate, and left it to the 
court to determine, whether it was advisable to submit to his 
pleasure or to suffer a quo warranto to issue. Upon receipt of 
these advices it was made a question, not in the cqurt only, 
but amongst all the inhabitants, whether to surrender or not. 
On the whole, the agents were instructed to make no conces- 
sions of any privileges conferred upon the colony by the 
charter. Upon receiving this final resolution of the court, 
their business was at an end : it was immediately determined 
a Q. W. should go forth, the agents returned to Boston, Oct. 
33, 1683, and Randolph arrived the same week with the in- 
strument of death. 

' The next day after Randolph arrived, a destructive fire 
happened in the richest part of the town. Some of the peo- 
ple in their rage and jealousy supposed it to have been kind- 
led by his procurement. It was on the south side of the 
dock's mouth, and consumed a great number of dwelling 
houses, warehouses and vessels.' 

The Bostoneers, as Randolph called them, were forward to 
oppose his Majesty's demand : this is the record : 

1684, Jan. 21. At a meeting of the freemen of this town 
upon lawful warning, upon reading and publishing his Majes- 
ty's declaration dated 26 July, 1683, relating to the quo war- 
ranto issued out against the charter and privileges claimed by 
the governour and company of the Mass. Bay in N. E. It 
being put to the vote, whether the freemen were minded, that 
the general court should make a full submission and entire 
resignation, of our charter and privileges therein granted, 
to his majesty's pleasure, as intimated in the said declaration 
now read, the question was i-esplved in the negative, nemine 

CONTKADICENTE. 

It is impossible to pronounce the two last words without 
perceiving that the clerk felt himself animated with the assur- 
ance, that he was recording the sentiments of the whole popu- 
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lation.* Yet the proposition divided tlie legislature. The 
Governour (Bradstreet) and the major part of the assistants, 
says Minot, voted not to contend in law, but to submit to the 
pleasure of the King; but ihe representatives, after a fort- 
night's consideration, refused to give this vote their concur- 
rence ; and a letter of attorney was sent to a suitable person 
to appear and answer in behalf of the Colony. 

' It seems that this process was issued from the Court of 
King's bench, where the attorney was accordingly authorised 
to appear ; but from some reason or other proceedings were 
not further proseciited there, and a scire facias was issued 
against the colony from the Court of Chancery, on the 16th 
day of April, and was not received until the return day had 
expired ; by means of which, judgment was given against the 
colony on the 18th of June, 1684, subject to an appearance 
and defence on the next term, without their being heard, or 
receiving timely notice to appear. Thus fell the good old 
charter, valuable for its defects so happily supplied, as well 
as its powers. But with it fell not the habits it had engender- 
ed, nor the principles which the settlement of the country 
had inspired.' 

' The loss of the charter was followed within a few months 
with the death of King Charles 11. (Feb. 6, 1685,) which oc- 
casioned such a crowd of business at home, that the planta- 
tions were neglected for some time. King James 11. was 
proclaimed with great ceremony in the high street in Boston, 
on the 20th of April. As soon as he was settled in tis throne, 
he sent over a commission to Col. Joseph Dudley, to take the 
government of New-England upon him,under the title of Pres- 
ident, and appointed him a new council, of his majesty's own 
nomination, with Wm. Stoughton as deputy president. Mr. 
D. received it (by the Rose frigate, the first we have noticed 
as arriving in Boston harbour) on the 15th of May, 1686, and 
it was made publick on the 25th, when the president and 
council met in form.t 

' Mr. Dudley considered himself and the council appointed 
to preserve the affairs of the colony from confusion, until a 
governour should be appointed, and a rule of administration 
be more fully settled. Hutchinson says, that ' in general the 
former laws and established customs, so far as related to 
judicial proceedings, seem to have been their rule, although 
the government which framed thena was dissolved. The 



* See Remarliables of Increase Mather, who attended the meeting and made a spirit-stir- 
ring speech on the suttject. 

t Iftat, N. E. ch. X. Ifutck. Hist. 1. ch. iii. The old magistrates had continued to exer- 
cise authority, as a thing of necessity, until May 12, 1686, the date of the last old charter 
record, when Mr< Bradstreet was chosen Governour. 
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affairs of the towns were likewise managed in the same man- 
ner as formerly.' 

The power of granting taxes being transferred to the Presi- 
dent and council, it was necessary for the town of Boston to 
make application for liberty to assess and collect their visual 
rates. " The following articles, from the town records^ are the 
more interesting from the consideration that Randolph 
thought to have destroyed the publick records from 1686 to 
1689. The town record next after May I4,1686,reads thus: 

'Upon the constables' delaying or neglect to collect the 
rate for the alms-house or work-house, within mentioned, the 
President and council were pleased to endorse the warrant 
following upon each constable's list. 

By the President and Council. 

The order and agreement of the town of Boston relating to 
the alms or work house having been considered, the rate in 
this paper is allowed, and to be paid as formerly ordered by 
the Committee and Selectmen, reserving liberty to complain 
as formerly, to such as are oppressed or aggrieved : and 
where any have subscribed or made promise and refuse pay- 
ment, the treasurer or his attorney hath power to recover the 
same by action before any two justices of the peace, if the 
subscriptions exceed not 40s. or otherwise by the county court. 

per Edward Randolph, Sec'y. 
By the President and Council, June 2, 1686. 

In answer to the motion of the selectmen of Boston showing 
that their town treasury is so exhausted that they stand in 
negd of a present supply, for the maintenance of the poor, 
mending the highways, finishing the alms house, and other 
necessary town occasions, which have been formerly and par- 
ticularly referred to their care and management, the Pres't 
and council for the present exigency, and having seen the 
town's votes allowing the said selectmen's power, accordingly 
do approve the same, and order them to give notice of the 
sum necessary and to proceed in due and equal manner to 
levy the same upon the inhabitants and estates of the town. 



Sec. 



Copy of a return to the Council, June 7th. 
Whereas the President and council, June 2, 1686, in answer 
to the motion of the Selectmen of Boston for the supply of 
money to maintain the poor, mending of the highways, and 
other necessary town's occasions, ordering to give notice of 
the sum to defray the charge, it is found according to former 
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experience, that rating the town about £600, rate pay, being 
customary to abate one third part if paid in money, which 
brings it to £400, and abatements for such as have been 
rated and found not able to pay, and for such as have diedj 
and such as have gone to sea, removed to other places, before 
they have been paid, and such as have been abated on com- 
plaint of being overrated, commonly brings it to £340 or £3a0. 
And the standing charge of this town at this time is about 
£400 per ann. and about 200 of which is in maintaining 
three free schools, mending the highways m Boston, Romney 
Marsh and Muddy river, the rest to several that have standing 
salary for service in the town, and to poor people, that are 
not likely to get their livings as long as they do live, besides 
clothing and burying the poor, and giving to people's necessi- 
ties transiently, repairing the town-house and school-houses, 
inaintaining bastards and poor people when they are sick 
and nurses for them, and powder for the town's occasions, 
paying house rent for it, and blowing up of houses, and finding 
powder for the town as the law requires. 

Subscribed per Edward Willis, treasurer. 



CHAPTER XXX. 



Thy song, Edina, social, kind, 
Witli open arms the stranger hail) 

Gay as the gilded summer sky, 
Thy daughters bright thy vaiks adorn. 

Addrtaa to EMnbvrglu 



From this review of the course of publick affairs we turn 
now to exhibit to our readers a picture of private society and 
manners in the same period : and we shall do it in the words 
of the facetious John Dunton, who visited Boston in 1686, and 
published an account of his life and errours in 1705. 

' We weighed out of the Downs, Nov. 2, 1685 ; and made 
the best of our way for the Beachy. — We were above four 
months at sea, and at last reduced to that extremity that each 
of us had no more than the allowance of one bottle of water 
for four days. When we came within ken of Boston, we 
were all overjoyed, being just upon the point of starving ; we 
put off to land in the long boat and came ashore near the 
Castle, which stands about a mile from Boston. The country 
appeared at first like a barren waste, but we found humanity 
enough when we came amongst the inhabitants. We lodged 
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the first night at the Castle^ and next morning we found the 
way to Boston lay over the ice, which was but cold comfort, 
after we had been stowed up so many months in a cabim 
The air of New England was sharper than at London, whichj 
with the temptation of fresh provisions, made me eat like 
a second Mariot of Gray's Inn. The first person that welcom- 
ed me to Boston was Mr. Burroughs, formerly a hearer of 
my reverend father-in-law. Dr. Annesly. He heaped mor6 
civilities upon me than I can reckon up, OfTfered to lend me 
monies, and made me his bedfellow, till 1 had provided 
lodgings^ 

As I was rambling through Boston, I met both with lodg- 
ings, and a warehouse at Mr. Wilkin's, whose family deserved 
as well of mie, as any in New England. Being thus fixed, I 
delivered the letters of recommendation I had brought with 
me from England. I had one from the Reverend Mr. Richard 
Stretton, to Mr. Stoughton, the deputy governour: and Mr. 
Morton of Newinglon-Green, sent another to major Dudley, 
afterwards president, which, with other letters to the magis- 
trates, had the good effect that I was made freeman of Boston^ 
though very much obliged for it to the friendship of Mr. 
Burroughs. Immediately upon this, captain Hutchinson 
gave me an invitation to dine with the governour and the mag- 
istrates in the town hall. The entertainment was very rich 
and noble, and the governour, deputy-governour, major Dud- 
Pey^ and the other magistrates gave me a very friendly wel- 
come to Boston,, and kindly wished me success in my under- 
taking. 

He that trades with the inhabitants of Boston, should be 
well furnished with a Grecian faith : he may get promises 
enough, but their payments come late. . However, under all 
the disadvantages of that kind, I was now resolved to run the 
risk of it, and in order to promote the sale, I made a visit to 
the Reverend Mr. Increase Mather, the metropolitan clergy- 
man of that country, and rector of Harvard College. He is 
master of a great stock of learning, and a very eminent divine. 
His son, the Reverend Mr. Cotton Mather, was then upon 
finishing his Magnalia Christi Americana, which has lately 
beeii published here in England. There is abundance of 
freedom and familiarity in the humour of this gentleman ; 
his conversation and his writings are living evidences that he 
has read much, but there are many that won't allow him the 

I)rudence to make a seasonable use of it. His library is very 
arge and numerous, but had his books been fewer when he 
writ bis history, 'twould have pleased us better. 

I was next to wait upon the Reverend Mr. Willard, minis- 
ter of the South-Meeting in Boston ; he is well furnished with 
learning and solid notion, has a natural fluency of speech, 
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and can say what he pleases. Afterwards I went to visit the 
Reverend Mr. Allen, he is very humble and very rich, and 
can be generous enough, when the humour is upon him. His 
son was an eminent minister here in England, and deceased 
at Northampton. Mr. [Joshua] Moody was assistant to Mr. 
Allen, and well known by his practical writings. Leaving 
Mr. Allen's house, I went next to Mr. John and Mr. Thomas 
Baily. These two are popular preachers, and very generous 
to strangers ; I heard Mr. John upon these words, — Looking 
unto Jesus, aud I thought he spake like an angel. They ex- 
press a more than ordinary kindness to Mr. Wilkins, my land- 
lord, and (being persecuted in Limerick for their noncon- 
formity) came over with him from Ireland. Reader, I might 
be large in their character ; but when I tell you they are true 
pictures of Dr. Annesly (whom they count as a second St. 
Paul) 'tis as high as I need go. 

The sun being now gone to bed (for though I was up before 
him, he got to his lodging first) I bid good night to these two 
brothers, who gave me a hearty welcome to Boston, and as- 
sured me of all the service that^ay in their power. 

Having first paid my visits to the clergy of Boston, and 
given a character of them, pray give me leave to ask my 
brethren the booksellers how they do, and that shall be all. 
For though I know they love to be respected, yet at the same 
time I am satisfied, that I'm as welcome to them as sour ale 
in sumfner, for they look upon my gain to be their loss, and do 
make good the truth of that old proverb, that interest will not 
lie ; but I must begin my addresses to them. 

Mr. [John] Usher, your humble servant. This trader 
makes the best figure in Boston ; he is very rich, adventures 
much to sea ; but has got his estate by book-seUing ; he pro- 
posed to me the buying my whole venture, but would not 
agree to ray terms, and so we parted with a great deal of 
seeming respect. 

Mr. Phillips, my old correspondent ! — 'Tis reason 1 should 
make you the next visit. He treated me with a noble dinner, 
and (if I may trust my eyes) is blest with a pretty obliging 
wife ; I'll say that for Sam (after dealing with him for some 
hundred pounds) he is very just, and (as an effect of that) 
very thriving. I shall add to his character, that he is young 
and witty, and the most beautiful man in the town of Boston. 

But leaving Phillips, I rambled next to visit Minheer Brun- 
ning, he is a Dutch bookseller from Holland, scrupulously 
just, plain in his clothes, and if we will believe the printers in 
Boston (who are notable criticks in such cases) a most excel- 
lent paymaster. Brunning is versed in the knowledge of all 
sorts of books, and may well be styled a complete bookseller. 
He never decries a book, because "'tis not of his own printing; 
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there are some men that will run down the most elaborate 
pieces, only because they had none of their midwifery to 
bring them into publick view, and yet shall give the greatest 
encomium to the most nauseous trash, when they had the hap 
to be concerned in it. But Brunning was none of these ; for 
he would promote a good book whoever printed it ; and I 
found him a man of that great interest, that 1 made him my 
partner in printing Mr. Mather's sermon, preached at the ex- 
ecution of Morgan, who was the only person executed in that 
country for near seven years. Fi-om the Dutch, 1 went to 
the Scotch bookseller, one Duncan Cambel, he is very indus- 
trious, dresses all-a-mode, and I am told, a young lady of 
a great fortune is fallen in love with him. 

Having visited all the booksellers, I will next give an ac- 
count of what acquaintance I had in Boston. I shall begin 
with Mr. Willy, who fled thither on the account of conscience, 
(and is brother-in-law to the Reverend Mr. Baiiy) he is a 
man of a large heart, one who, in relieving others' wants, con- 
siders not so much his own ability, as their necessity. This 
Monmouth's forlorn fugitives experienced often, to whom he 
was the common refuge. The next I shall mention is Mr. 
White, a merchant, who by trading has clasped islands to the 
continent, and tacked one country to another ; his knowl- 
edge, both of men and things, is universal. The next was 

Mr. Green, a printer; I contracted a great friendship with 
this man ; to name bis trade, will convince the world be was 
a raan-of good sense and understanding; he was so facetious 
and obliging in bis conversation, that 1 look a great delight in 
bis company, and made use pf his house to while away my 
melancholy hours. Another of my acquaintance was Cap* 
tain Gery [Gerrisb 3] a man as eminent for his love to his 
country, as Junius Brutus and the famous Scsevola among the 
Romans.-^ — Another of 'epi was George Moiik, a person so 
remarkable, that had 1 not been acquainted with him, it would 
be a hard matter to make any New England man believe that 
I had been in Boston ; there was no house in Boston more 
noted than George Monk's, or where a man might meet with 
better enteptainment ; he was so much the life and spirit of 
the guests that came to his house, that it was almost impossi< 
ble not to be cheerful in his company. Another was captain 
Townsend, a gentleman very courteous and affable in his con^ 
versation. 

I might here ramble to Mr. Jollyff, justice Lines, Macarty, 
and some others ; but least 1 tire you q\iite, I will next come 
to a distinct head, which shall be those of my countryman 
that have rambled into this country as well as myself, surh of 
them, I mean, as I came acquainted with in the course of my 
business : and these were, first, Mr. Mortimer, who came from 
23 
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Ireland ; he was an accomplished merchant, a person of 
great modesty, and could answer the most abstruse points in 
algebra, navigation, dialling, &c. 

The next to these was Mr. King: love was the cause of this 
gentleman's long ramble hither ; sure his mistress was made 
of stone, for King had a voice would have charmed the 
spheres, he sang. All Hail to the Myrtle Shades, with a match- 
less grace, and might be called an accomplished person. 

Another acquaintance was Mr. York, he had his soft min- 
utes as well as other men, and when he unbent the bow, for 
he was very industrious, he treated the fair sex with so much 
courtship and address, as if loving had been all his trade. 

The next I mention shall be Andrew Thorncomb, bookseller 
from London ; his company was coveted by the best gentle- 
men in Boston, nor is he less acceptable to the fair sex ; for 
he has something in him so extremely charming, as makes 
them very fond of his company. However, be is a virtuous 
person, and deserves all the respect they showed him. He 
visited me often in Boston, and I here declare I've a particular 
kindness for him. r 

Another acquaintance was Mr. Heath ; were I to write the 
character of a pious merchant, I would as soon take Heath 
for the exemplar, as any man I know. There are two things 
remarkable in him, one is, that he never warrants any ware 
for good, but what is so indeed ; and the other, that he makes 
no advantage of his chapman's ignorance, where the con- 
science of the seller is all the skill of the buyer ; he doth not 
then so much ask as order what he must pay ; and in such 
cases he ought to be very scrupulous. Bishop Latimer being 
told he was cozened in buying a knife, no. replied Latimer, 
he cozened not me, but his own conscience. This person 
was my daily visitor, and brought me acquainted with one 
Gore, of New York, with whom I traded considerably. 

Mr. Watson shall be the next ; formerly a merchant in 
London, but not thriving there, he left the exchange for 
Westminster Hall, and in Boston has become as dexterous at 
splitting of causes, as if he had been bred to it. He is full of 
fancy and knows (he quirks of the law ; but to do him justice, 
he proves as honest as the best lawyer of 'em all. 

Another acquaintance is Mr. Mason. He was a blunt, 
honest Christian ; he will speak his mind, take it how you 
please. 

The next I'll mention shall be Mr. Malinson, he is a stiflF 
Independent, (which is rare in a fencer,) and so great a crit- 
ick, that he would even find a knot in a bullrush. Malinson 
was one of those unfortunate gentlemen that engaged with 
Monmouth, and I'm told this day at the Royal Exchange, 
he now teaches young gentlemen to fence in Boston. 
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I was so happy as to find particular friends in Boston, 
whose characters i shall next give you, and I'll begin with 
Dr. Oakes. — He is an eminent physician, and a religious 
man ; at his first coming to a patient he persuades him to put 
his trust in God, the fountain of health ; the want of this hath 
caused the bad success of most physicians, for they that 
won't acknowledge God in all their applications, God won't 
acknowledge them in that success which they might other- 
wise expect. He was a great dissenter whilst he lived in 
London, and even in New England retains the piety of the 
first planters; I was recommended to him by Mr. Gilson, as 
also by a relation of his in RatclifF, and I must own, the doc- 
tor gave me a generous welcome to Boston. — From Dr. 
Oakes I pass to my good friend Dr. BuUivant, formerly my 
fellow citizen in London ; I must consider him both as a gen- 
tleman and a physician. As a gentleman, he came of a no- 
ble family, but his good qualities exceeded his birth ; he is a 
great master of the English tongue, and the Northampton peo- 
ple find him a universal scholar ; his knowledge of the laws 
fitted him for the office of attorney general, which was confer- 
red upon him on the revolution in Boston ; it is true he sought 
it not, but New England knew his worth, and even forced 
him to accept of it. 

While he held this place of attorney general, he was so far 
from pushing things to that extremity as some hot spirits 
would have had him, that be was for accommodating things, 
and making peace. His eloquence is admirable, he never 
speaks but 'tis a sentence, arid no man ever clothed his thoughts 
in better words. 

I shall next consider him as a physician, his skill in phar- 
macy was such as had no equal in Boston, nor perhaps 
Northampton ; he is as intimate with Galen and Hippocrates, 
at least with their works, as ever I was with Iris. He is so 
conversant with the great variety of nature, that not a drug 
or simple escapes his knowledge, so that he never practises 
new experiments upon his patients, except it be in desperate 
cases, where death must be expelled by death. This also is 
praiseworthy in him, that to the poor, he always prescribes 
cheap, but wholesome medicines, not curing them of a con- 
sumption in their bodies, and sending it into their purses, nor 
yet directing them to the East Indies to look for drugs, when 
they may have far better out of their gardens. 

I proceed in the next place to Mr. Gouge, a linen draper 
from London, son to the charitable divine of that name. He 
is owner of a deal of wit, his brain is a quiver of smart jests. 
He pretends to live a bachelor, but is no enemy to a pretty- 
woman. He's high church, yet so great a lover of his 
father's " christian directions," that he bought two hundred 
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of me to give away, that so he might, as he used to say, make 
the Bostonians godly. And this was a noted quality in him, 
that he would always tell the truth ; which is a practice so 
uncommon in New England, that 1 could not but value his 
friendship. 

But 1 must not forget Mr. Tryon. Mr. Tryon is a man of 
a sweet temper, an excellent husband, and very sincere in 
his dealings. The next 1 shall mention is Mr. Barnes, he was 
clerk to the government, a matchless accomptant, a great mu- 
sician, bookish to a proverb, very generous to strangers, and 
at our first) interview, declared a particular friendship to me. 

To return to my own affairs, the booksellers in Boston per- 
ceived 1 was very diligent to bring custom to my warehouse, 
and thereupon began to make terms with me for my whole 
venture, but that would not do for me, because there's the 
loss of thirty per cent, in the return of their money. The 
books I had with me were most of ""em practical, and well 
suited to the genius of New England, so that, my warehouse 
being opened, they began to move apace. Palmer, my ap- 
prentice, was very honest and diligent, took the whole charge 
of my business off my hands, and left me to ramble and di- 
vert myself as my fancy would suggest. 

But 1 must make a transition to arms. It is their* custom 
here for all that can bear arms^ to go out on a training day ; 
but I thought a pike was best for a young soldier, and so I 
carried a pike. And between you and I, reader, there was 
another reason for it too, and that was, I knew not how to shoot 
off a musquet, but 'twas the first time I ever was in arms. 
Being come into the field, the captain called us all into our 
close order, in order to go to prayer, and then prayed him- 
self. And when our exercise was done, the captain likewise 
concluded with prayer. I have read that Gustavus Adolphus, 
the warlike king of Sweden, would before the beginning of a 
battle kneel down devoutly, at the head of his army, and 
pray to God, the giver of victory, to give them success against 
their enemies, which commonly was the event ; and that he 
was as careful also to return thanks to God for the victory. 
But solemn prayer in the field upon a day of training, I never 
knew but in New England, where it seems it. is a common cus- 
tom. About three of the clock, both our exercise and pray- 
ers being over, we had a very noble dinner, to which all the 
clergy were invited. 

Summer was now well advanced, however my time did not 
lie much upon my hands, for- upon my return from Roxburyj 
1 found several of my friends making ready for a journey iq 
Naiick. Every summer there's an Indian lecture preached 
there, which has been kept on foot ever since the Rev. Mr. 
Elliot gathered a church there of the converted natives. I 
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Was glad of the opportunity to acquaint myself with the man- 
ners, religion^ and government of the Indians. When we 
were setting forward, I was forced, out of civility and grati- 
tude, to take madam Brick behind me on horseback ; it is true, 
she was the flower of Boston, but in this case proved no more 
than a beautiful sort of luggage to me. We had about twen- 
ty miles to Natick, where the best accommodations we could 
meet with, were very coarse. We ty'd up our horses in two 
old barns, that were almost laid in ruines, however we cou'd 
discern where they had stood formerly. But there was no 
place where we cou'd bestow ourselves, unless, upon the 
greenswerd, till the lecture began. 

The wigwams, or Indian houses, are no more than so many 
tents, and their way of building 'em is this ; they first take 
long poles, and make 'em fast in the ground, and then cover 
them with mats on the outside, which they tye to the poles. 
Their fire-place is ttiade in the middle, and they leave a little 
hole upon the top uncover'd with the mats, which serves for a 
chimney. Their doors are usually two, and made opposite to 
each other, which they open or shut according as the wind 
sits, and these are either made of mats, or of the barks of 
trees. 

While we were making such discoveries as these, we were 
informed that the sachim, or the Indian king, and his queen, 
were there. The place, 'tis true, did not look like the royal 
residerice, however we cou'd easily believe the report, and 
went immediately to visit their king and queen ; and here my 
courage did not fail, for I stept up and kissed the Indian 
queen; making her two very low bows, which she returned 
very civilly. The sachim was very tall and well limbed, but 
had no heard, and a sort of a horse face. The queen was 
well shaped^ and hfer features might pass pretty well, she had 
eyes as black as jet, and teeth as white as ivory ; her hair 
was very black and long, and she was considerably up in 
years ; her dress peculiar, she had sleeves of moose-skin^ very 
finely dressed, and drawn with lines jof various colours, in Asi- 
atick Work, and her buskins were of the same sort ; her man- 
tle was of firib blue clothj but very short, and tied about her 
shoulders, and at the middle with a zone, curiously wrought 
with white and blue beads into pretty figures 5 her bracelets 
and necklace were of the same sort of beadsj and she had a 
little tablet upon her breast, vei'y fihely decked with jewels 
and precious stones; her hair was combed back and tied up 
with a border which was neatly worked both with gold and 
silver. 

The Natick lecture Was done about four in the afternoon, 
and We had twenty miles to Boston, so that we were obliged 
to mount immediately, and make the best of our way. Upon 
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my coining to Boston, T heard that the Rev. Mr. Morton, so 
much celebrated in England for his piety and learning, was 
just arrived from England, and with him, his kinsman, Dr. 
Morton, the physician. Mr. Morton did me the honour to 
declare he was very glad to see me ; and I am sure I was 
glad to see him ; not only as he brought me letters from Iris, 
but for his own personal worth. 

In the same ship with Mr. Morton, came over one Mrs. 
Hicks, with the valuable venture of her beautiful person, 
which went off at an extraordinary rate ; she marrying a 
merchant in Salem worth thirty thousand pounds. 

By this time there were about two thirds of my venture of 
books gone off, and I was fearful to sell any more at Boston, 
till the old scores were discharged ; for besides all the money 
I had taken, there was about four hundred pounds owing me 
in Boston, and the towns adjacent, at ray return from Natick. 
It began to run in my head, that Mr. Sewel, one of the magis' 
trates in Salem, had invited me thither, and told nie, if I sent 
part of my venture there, he'd do me all the service that was 
possible, in the sale of them ; upon these thoughts, 1 made a 
journey to Salem. 

Having staid some little time, with my worthy friend Mr. 
Steward, myself and Mrs. Comfort took our leaves, and made 
the best of our way for Boston ; where we arrived to the 
great satisfaction of my good landlord and his wife. 

I had now no more business in New England, but just to 
pay a farewell to Mr. Burroughs, (that was so kind to me at 
my first landing) and to shake hands with Mr. Wilkins (my 
landlord) his wife, and daughter. 

And here I shall first take my leave of Mr. Francis Bur- 
roughs, for I wanted till now, an opportunity to thank him for 
the many civilities he heaped upon me in Boston; for he not 
only lent me money (the true touch-stone of friendship) but 
made me bis bed-fellow, got me the freedom of Boston, and 
was the chief person I advis'd with under any difficulty. 

" His person is handsome (I don't know whether he knows 
it or no) and his mind has as many charms ; he's a man of re- 
markable chastity, of a great deal of wit, and his repartees 
are so quaint, apposite and genteel, 'tis a pleasure to observe 
how handsomely he acquits himself; in the mean time he's nei- 
ther scurrilous nor prophane, but a scrupulous, honest, con- 
scientious man, so that he's what we may call a religious mer- 
chant, and (1 was going to say) he hates vice almost as much 
by nature as grace." And this I think is his true character ; 
but I must remember Captain Leg is ready to sail, and 1 have 
other farewells to make, and so worthy friend adieu. 

T come next to honest Wilkins, my landlord, for I should 
think myself very unkind, should I leave Boston, without 
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shaking hands with a person I lived with near eight months. 
His person is tall, his aspect sweet and smiling, and (though 
but My year^ old) his hair as white as snow. He was form- 
erly a bookseller in Limerick, and fled hither on the account 
of conscience. He is a person of good sense, keeps up the 
practice of religion in his family, and (upon a nice search in- 
to all his affairs) I found it had a general influence on all the 
actions of his life : he was deservedly chosen a member of 
Mr. Willard's church, and I do think he's a pious man, if 
there's such a thing in Boston. But dear sir, adieu, for the 
wind is fair, and I must be gone ; but I leave your company 
with as much regret as ever I did any earthly blessing. 

My next farewell shall be to Mrs. !Wilkins my obliging 
landlady. 

" She's a tender wife, a kind mother, and is a woman well 
poised in all humours ; or, in other words, Mrs. Wilkins is a 
person of an even temper, which rendered her conversation 
more agreeable than those that laugh more, but smile less: 
some there are, who spend more spirits, in straining, for an 
hour's mirth, than they can recover in a month, which ren- 
ders them so unequal company ; whilst she is always equal, 
and the same. 'Tis virtue to know her, wisdom to converse 
with her, and joy to behold her ; or (to do her justice in few- 
er words) she is the counterpart of her pious husband, who 
without her, is but half himself." I might inlarge, but I fear 
if 1 write on, I shall lose my passage, and so (kind landlady) 
adieu. 

' Having taken leave of the father and mother, my last visit 
must be to the daughter, and sheer gratitude obliges to this 
farewell ; for you Mrs. Comfort may well take it amiss, if I 
should forget your favours to me in your father's house, your 
pleasant company to Ipswich, your assistance when I was ill, 
and the noble looking-glass you sent my dear, and all this 
with a world of innocence. 

When the ship was ready to sail, I was attended on board 
by Dr. Bullevant, Mr. Wilkins, Mr. York, Mr. Gouge, Mr. 
Heath, Mr. Tryon, Mr. Green, and some other of my Boston 
friends. The captain entertain'd them with wine, beer, cy- 
der, and neats' tongues. 

So soon as ever my friends were gone off to shore, our cap- 
tain ordered all his guns to fire, which were accompanied with 
huzzas and shouts, and shaking of hats, till we had lost all 
sight of our friends. 

Kind Boston adieu, part we must, though 'tis pity ; 
But I'm made for mankind, and all tlie world is my city. 
Look how on tlie shore, they whocp and they hollow, 
Not for joy 1 am gone, but for grief they can't follow. 
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CHAPTER XXXt 

^' And now the tryiflg hour came on, 

That each must act a gallant part ; 

Fate on one grand manoeuvre hung, 
One mighty Btroke, prompt, dangerous, and bold." 

Mr. Dudley's presidentship was of- short duration. Sir 
Edmund Andres, who had formerly been governour of New 
York, arrived Dec. 19, 1686, with a commission from king 
James II. dated July 3d, constituting himself governour of the 
whole country, and empowering him with four of his council 
to make laws, and raise money without a general assembly 
or any consent of the people. He landed at Boston, the 20ta 
of Dec. and his commission was published the same day.* 
The beginning of his administration gave great encourage- 
ment, but it was too soon evinced that his disposition and 
aims were tyrannical : many of his council deserted their 
seats ; a few only who lived in or near Boston attended con- 
stantly, and some of those complained that he had always 
three or four of his creatures, ready to say yes or no to every 
thing he proposed, after which no opposition was allowed. It 
was not long before the case of some, who apprehended them- 
selves oppressed, came under consideration, and one of the 
council told them, ' they must not think the privileges of En- 
glishmen would follow them to the ends of the world.' It was 
an incautious speech, but it sounded an alarm through the 
country, and was never forgotten. 

The Boston records present the following communication, 
made Feb. 25, 1687, ' To his Excellency the Governour and 
Council of H. M. territory and dominion of New England.' 

' The humble petition of the selectmen of Boston humbly 
showeth, that forasmuch as this town, being the principal seat 
of trade within this his M.'s territory', the growth and flour- 
ishing whereof will necessarily influence the prosperity and 
well-being of the whole, and therf having been of late years 
considerable visible decays in the estates thereof, through the 
adversity of the Indian war, desolation by fire, and the failing 
of trade, which have greatly impoverished the town, so that 
the number of the poor is much increased, and notwithstand- 



* He was accompanied by 60 red coats, whom he landed at Baol*B wharf (now Central 
street), and marched to Mr. Oibbs' house on Fort-hill. Holma. Mass. H. G. 2. ii. 281. 
Aug. 31,1687, Anofliclal return gave 1447 male persons above 16 years of age. 
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ing some former essays, as yet no effectual remedy is provided 
for easing the charge of the town, by setting them to work ; 
there being also several common nuisances, in said town, very 
offensive and prejudicial to the inhabitants, and occasion of 
charge to the town ; we therefore pray, that yoUr Ex. and 
council will please to order and appoint a committee of some 
of the members of your council, who are best acquainted with 
the state and condition of the town, unto whom we may rep- 
resent what we conceive to be necessary for the well order- 
ing and regulating of the affairs of this populous town, respect- 
ing the poor, idle, and disorderly persons, with what else we 
may propose as conducible to the good and welfare of the 
place, that so what we shall offer therein may be stated and 
prepared to be laid before your Ex. and Council for considr 
eration and approbation, as in your wisdom you shall judge 
fit. 1 And your petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray.' 

The people endured insolence and privations of various 
kind and degree under the new government, yet it is observr 
ed, that they were, in general, patient.* Opportunely for 
them, a revolution was about taking place in England, which 
was to furnish them with a plausible pretext for the overthrow 
of their oppressors. James second was a devoted papist, and 
aimed to restore the cathoiicks to power : the nation was 
not prepared to submit to such a change. James had three 
children, one of which, Mary, was married to William, prince 
of Orange. William aimed at the throne of England, and, 
taking advantage of the discontent of the people, he landed 
with an army, Nov. 15, 1688, and expelled James from the 
kingdom. 

An account of this event reached Boston in April, 1689. 
;Mr. J, Winslow, who brought a printed copy of the 
Prince of Orange's declaration, was imprisoned on the charge 
of bringing a ' traitorous and treasonable libel into the coun- 
try.' He offered £2000 bail, but it could not be accepted. 
A proclamation was issued by Sir Edmund, charging all offi- 
cers and people to be in readiness to hinder the landing of 
any forces, which the Prince of Orange might send into these 
parts of the world. The old magistrates and heads of the 
people silently wished, and secretly prayed for success to the 
glorious undertaking, and determined quietly to wait the 
event. The body of the people were more impatient. The 

* In 1684,£o3toD,I]ad increased the number of its selectmenffrom 7 to 9 : in 1688 * by virtue 
of an act of tlie Gov. and Council,' it was reduced to 8. ' Every town was suffered to meet 
once ayear, to' choose their officers, but all n^eetings at other times or for other purposes 
were strictly forbidden.' And the phraseolo^ of the records is altered specially from ' a 
meeting of the freemeii' to ' a meeting of ibe frethold^rs and other inhabitants,^ 

24 
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flanie, which had been long smothering in their breasts, burst 
forth with violence on Thursday, the 18th of April ; when 
Andros, and such of the Council as had been most active, 
were seized and confined, and the old magistrates were re- 
instated. The most circumstantial account of this exploit is 
contained in the following letter to the governour of 
Plymouth. 

*■ Boston, April 22d, 89. 
' Hon'd Sir, 

' The consideration of my sending you a blank, wherein 
only the declaration was enclosed, seems to deserve a check, 
and constrains me to an apology, not having so much as liber- 
ty granted me by the messenger to write two or three lines, 
whereby you might have understood the present state of 
things, which by this time you are doubtless acquainted with ; 
but lest it should prove otherwise, I have taken the pains to 
give a brief account — I knew not any thing of what was inten- 
ded, until it was begui> ; yet being at the north end of the 
town, where i saw bays running along the streets, with clubs 
in their hands, encouraging one another to fight, I began to 
mistrust what was intended, and, hastening towards the town- 
dock, I soon saw men running for their arms ; but before I 
got to the Red Lion, I was told, that Capt. George and the 
master of the frigate* were seized and secured in Mr. Col- 
man's house at the north end ; and when I came to the town- 
dock, I understood, that Bullivant and some others of them 
were laid hold of; and then, immediately, the drums began 
to beat, and the people hastened and ran, some with and some 
for arms. 

' Young Dudleyt and Colonel Lidget with some difficulty 
attained to the fort. The governour immediately sent Dud- 
ley on an errand, to request the four ministers,! Mr. JoyliffcJI 
and one or two more, to come to him at the fort, pretending 
that, by them, he might still the people, not thinking it safe 
for him to go to them. They returned for answer, that they 
did not think it safe for them to go to him. Now, by this 
,time, all the persons, whom they concluded not to be for their 
side, were seized and secured, except some few who bad hid 

• The Rose. 

t Mr. Dudley, his father, was absent, holding court in the Karraganset countiy. Some 
of Providence went out and seized him. He was brought to Roxbuiy, and a guard placed 
round liis house, to secure him, as the order expresses it, against violence. He was after- 
wards comnqitted to prison. 

X Messrs. Allen and Moodey, of the First Church,— Willard, of the Old South,— and Cot- 
ton Mather, of the Old North. 

II A person, who had been many years a leading nan in town affairs iB Boston, and 
recorder or town-clerii at the time. 
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themselves, who afterwards were found, and dealt by as the 
rest. The governour, with Palmer, Randdph, Lidget, West, 
and one or two more, were in the fort. All the companies 
were soon rallied together at the town-house ; where assem- 
bled Capt. Winthrop,* Shrimpton,* Page,t and many other 
substantial men, to consiilt matters ; in which time the old 
governourt came among them, at whose appearance there was 
a great shout by the soldiers. Soon after, the jack was set 
up at the fort, and a pair of colours at Beacon-hill, which 
gave notice to some thousand soldiers on Charlestown side 
that the controversy- was now to be ended ; and multitudes 
would have been there, but that there was no need. The 
frigate, upon the news, put out all her flags and pendants, and 
opened all her ports, and with all speed made ready for fight, 
under the command of the lieutenant, he swearing that he 
would die before she should be taken ; although the captain 
sent to him, that if he fired one shot, or did any hurt, they 
would kill him, whom they had seized already ; but the lieu» 
tenant, not regai"ding, kept those resolutions all that day. 

' Now, about four of the clock in the afternoon, orders were 
given to go and demand the fort ; which hour the soldiers 
longed for ; and had it not been just at the nick, the gover- 
nour and ail the crew had made their escape on board the 
frigate, a barge being sent for them ; but the soldiers, being 
so near, got the barge. The army divided, and part came up 
on the back side of the fort, part went underneath the hill to 
the lower battery or sconce, where the red coats were, who 
immediately upon their approach retired up to the fort to 
their master, who rebuked them for not firing on our soldiers 
and, as I am informed, beat some of them. When the soldiers 
came to the battery or sconce, they presently turned the 
great guns about, and pointed them against the fort, which did 
much daunt those within ; and the soldiers were so void of 
fear, that, I presume, bad those within the fort been resolute 
to have lost their lives in fight, they might have killed an 
hundred of us at once, being so thick together before the 
mouths of the cannon of the fort, all loaden with small shot % 
but God prevented it. Then they demanded a surrender, 
which was denied, until Mr. West and another should first go 
to the council, and after their return, we should have, an an-' 
swer, whether to fight or no. Upon their return, they came 
forth from the fort, and went disai'med to the town-house. 



* They were botb of them of Sir Edraund*s counciL 
. t He married president Dudley's sister. 

X other accounts say, that he and the old magistrates were guarded by the militia with 
£reat formality. 
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and from thence, some to the close jail, and the governour, 
under a guard, to Mr. Usher's house.* 

' The next day, they sent the two colonels to demand of 
him the surrender of the castle, which he resolved not to 
give ; but they told him, if he would not give it presently, 
under his hand and seal, he would be exposed to the rage of 
the p;pople, and so left him ; but he sent and told them that 
he Avould, and did so ; and they went down, and it was sur- 
rendered to them with cursings ; and they brought the men 
away,t and made Captain Fairweather commander in it. Now, 
by the time that the men came back from the castle, all the 
gutis, both in ships and batteries, were brought to bear against 
the frigate, which were enough to have shattered herin pie- 
ces at once, resolving to have her. It is incident to corrupt 
nature to lay the blame of ourevil deeds any where rather than 
on ourselves ; so Captain George cast all the blame now upon 
that devil Randolph, (fior bad it not been for him he had nev- 
er troubled this good peoplfr,) eathestly soliciting that he might 
not be constrained to surrender the ship, for by so doing both 
himself and all his men would lose their wages, which other- 
wise would be recovered in England, giving leave to go on 
board and strike the topmasts and bring the sails on shore ; 
and so he did. The country people came armed into the 
town, in the afternoon, in such rage and heat, that it made us 
all tremble to think what would follow ; for nothing would 
satisfy them, but that Gov. Andros must be bound in chains 
or cords, and put into a more secure place, and that they 
-would see done before they went away ; and, to satisfy them, 
he was guarded by them to the fort.' 

None of the magistrates appear to have been privy to the 
rising of the people on this occasion : but the former gover- 
nour, Mr. Bradstreet, with several of the assistants chosen in 
1686, assembled, immediately at the town-house, and assumed 
the direction of affairs, under the title of ' a council for the 
safety of the people and conservation of the peace,' and as- 
sociated 22 others with them. Mr. Bradstreet was chosen 
their president. They recommended to the towns to send 
deputies (not exceeding two for each town, except Boston 
four|)^tQ form an assembly on the 9th of May. This assem- 

* Mr. Jobn Nelson, a young gentleman of Boston, at the head of the soldiers, demanded 
the fort the second time ; and then the govemour came down, and surrendered liimself and 
the fort Iftal. 

t Ensign John Fipon vns at that time commander there. The veteran Roger Clap, who 
had succeeded Oapt Richard Davenport in 1665, resigned his office rather than submit to the 
^equlslUbns of Andros. Prince, Ohr. Hist. p. Tl.— Ool. Rec. 1689. 

X After many saccessive petitions for an increase in the number of her representative^ 
Boston had been allowed to choose three in 1681. 
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bly declared the officers chosen in 1686 to be the rightful 
government ; and adjourned to the 22d, when warm disputes 
occurred on the expediency of reassuming the old charter. 
This was not done. 

' On the 26th, a ship arrived from England, with advice of 
the proclaiming of King William and Queen Mary. This was 
the most joyful news ever received in New-England. The 
fears of the people, of any very bad consequences from their 
late actions, were now over. On the 29tb, the proclamation 
was published in Boston, with greater ceremony than had 
been known ; the governour and council, civil and military 
officers, merchants of the town, and principal gentlemen of 
the town and country, being on horseback ; the regiment of 
the town, and many companies of horse and foot from the 
country, appearing in arms ; a grand entertainment was pre- 
pared in the town-house, and wine was served out to the 
soldiers.' 

On the 5th of June, the representatives from the several 
towns, on a new choice, assembled at Boston. The council 
immediately proposed to them to consent to the enlargement 
of the ' gentlemen seized by the people,' upon security ; but 
this was not agreed to : and on the 27th they resolved, that 
they were not bailable, and sent up articles against them. 
Sir Edmund and his friends remained in close custody for 
upwards of twenty weeks ; excepting the' knight himself,' who 
was absent a short time, on his way to Rhode Island", having 
made his escape through the craftiness of a servant, that 
' enticed the centinel to drink, and then to suffer him to be on 
guard in his stead :' but ' there, Major Sanford stopped him 
and sent him back to the castle again.' At last an order was 
received from the king, apjjroving the course pursued by the 
people and old magistrates, and directing, that Andros and the 
rest of their prisoners should be sent forthwith to England. 
This order arrived late in the year, and on the first opportu- 
nity, (Feb. 1690,) Sir Edmund with Mr. Dudley* and several 
others emTiarked for England. 



* ' Of a}l that were concei-ned in the late goTernment, Mr. Dndley felt most of the people^s 
resentment. He writes to C. Mather, June Ist, '^' I am told that this moruingf is the last op- 
portunity for rolling away the stone from the mouth of this sepulchre, where 1 am buried 
alive, in which I yet trouble you for your assistance.' To governour Bradstreet, Sept. 12th, 
'After twenty weeks unaccountable imprisonment, and many barbarous usages ofibred me 
therein, the last seven weeks whereof are upon account of your letters to me, I have now 
to complain, that on Monday the whole day I could be allowed no victuals till nine of the 
Clock at night, when the keeper's wife, offered to kindle her own fire to warm somethings 
for me, and the corporal expressly commailded the fire to be put out. — I may be easily op- 
pressed to death. — God will hear them that cOmplaia to him.— I pray your directions for 
your oppressed kinsman, J. D-' 
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CHAPTER XXXn. 

" This is a beaten track." « Is this a track 
Should not be beaten i Never beat enough 
Till enough learnt the truths it would inspire." 

There were, in the company of first emigrants, a very few 
who entertained sentiments in unison with the church of Eng- 
land. We hear very little of them until the year 1646, when 
Dr. Childj Maverick, Fowle, and others, presented a petition 
to the .court, in which, among other grievances, they complain 
that.' divers sober, righteous, and godly men — members of 
the church of England — and their posterity are detained from 
the seals of the covenant of grace, because, as it is supposed, 
they will not take these churches' covenants' ; and 'humbly 
intreat — liberty to the members of the Church of E. — to 
enjoy all, those liberties and.ordinances Christ hath purchased 
— till inconveniences hereby be' found, prejudicial to -^ the 
churches and colony.' This petition met with so unfavoura- 
ble a reception, that it is probable the episcopalian brethren 
made no attempts afterwards to establish a society of their 
order for several years. In 1662, the court declared in an 
official document, that ' none as yet among them had appear- 
ed to desire to use the book of common prayer.' But when 
the commissioners from K. Charles II. were at Boston, in 
1665, they had a chaplain with them, and the agents of the 
colony in England, and the general court, in their answers to 
complaints made against them in 1677, had promised that 
no person should be hindered from the performance of church 
services. From that time a society seems to have been form- 
ing, and in the year 1686 Randolph writes to the A'rchbisbop 
of Canterbury, that ' there are 400 persons who are daily fre- 
quentei*s of our church, and as many more would come over to 
us, but some being tradesmen, others of mechanick professions, 
are threatened by the congregational men to be arrested by 
their creditors, or turned out of their work, if they offer to 
come.' 

In disregard, however, of all such discouragements, a meet- 
ing was held on the 15th of June, of that year, which may 
be considered the origin of the first episcopal society in Bos- 
ton. The persons who then associated were ' Mr. Robert 
Ratcliffe, our minister, Edw. Randolph, Esq. one of His M.'s 
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souncil, Capt. Lidgett, Mr. Luscomb, Mr. White, Mr. Mac- 
carty, Mr. Ravenscroft, Dr. Clark, Mr. Turfrey, Mr. Richard 
Banks, and Dr. Benja. BuUivant ; and at a subsequent 
meeting, July 4, Mr. Proctor, Mr. Steph. Wessendonck, Mr. 
Thomas Brinley, and Mr. Mallet, are also named. Dr. Bulli- 
Tant and Mr. Banks were elected the first wardens. 

At those meetings it was agreed, that an humble address 
should he made to the kiiig, to be signed by the gentlemen 
first named, ' to implore H. M*'s favour to our church, and it 
is consented that all true sons of the Church of E. may join 
nvith us in the same.' In the same method, letters were to be 
sent '• to the Right Reverend Father in God, the Lord Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, and to the Reverend Father in God, 
the Lord Bishop of London, to implore those prelates' favour.' 
It was also agreed, that there be a sacrament the second sab- 
bath in August, and that the prayers of the church be said, 
every Wednesday and Friday in the year, for the present in 
the library chamber in the town-house in Boston, and that a 
s.ober and fit person be sought after for a clerk. Mr. Thomas 
Hill was selected and held the first office of that name. Mr. 

Smith was the first sexton. He was a joiner, and was 

employed to make 12 forms [settees] for the service of the 
church, and also to clean, place, and remove the pulpit, forms, 
table, etcetera,and ' do all other things, which shall be conve- 
nient and necessary, in their place of poblick assembling.' 

The first step towards the erection of a church was an ad- 
dress to the [President and] Council, for ' liberty and author- 
ity, by a brief, to pass through the whole territory of H. M. 
in N. E. and therein to collect and receive all such voluntary 
donations, as all persons whatsoever shall be disposed to give 
us, for and towards the building of a church, in Boston, to be 
erected for the service of God and for the use of the church 
of E. as per law established.' This was in July, 1686.* 
Gov. Andres arriving in Dec. of that year, and not finding 
,the church so well accommodated as the congregations were, 
made application for the use of one of the meeting-houses, and 
having examined the three, made choice of the Old South, and 
sent Randolph to ask for the keys. The proprietors declar- 
ed, that they could not in conscience suffer the house to be 
occupied for such a purpose as the governour proposed. 
Andros however persisted, and on Friday, the 25th of March, 
1687, had a service performed there : ' good man Needham, 
though he had resolved to the contrary, being prevailed upon 
to ring the bell and open the door at the governour's com- 
mand.' 



* * Au^. 5. Mr. Harris, boddice-maker, is the first buried with Common Prater ; he was 
Tormerly Randolph's landlord.' SemtWs Diary in Holmes' Annals. 
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It is |iEobable, that the council acceded to the request of 
the church, and granted them a brief for obtainuig subscrip- 
tions, for they proceeded to build a house of worship. It is 
usually said to have been founded in 1688 : the first record, 
4hat speaks of it as if finished, is dated July, 1689, and is a 
list of those ' that contributed' towards the house. They 
were 106 in number, and the amount of their contributions 
was £256. 9*. Od. The cost of the house was £284. 16s. Od. 
exclusive of some items for which no charge was made. It 
was a wooden building, with a steeple, and occupied part of 
the land qu which the Stone Chapel now stands. How the 
society obtained possession of the lot does not appear. It had 
been the property of the town ; but whether Johnson, as is the 
opinion of some, had reserved a portion of it for the site of a 
church, or whether, according to another opinion, Andros ex- 
ercised the power, which the annihilation of the charter was 
supposed to give the king over all landed estate, and of his 
own will appropriated ii to the useof thecburch, must remain 
undecided. At first there were no pews in the house ; in 
1694, fiftj'-three persons subscribed toward the building of 
pews ; those probably were all attendants on the service of 
the church. Down to May, 1698, we find the building called 
His Majesty's chapel ; in November, King's chapel, and in 
1713, Queen's chapel, in honour of queen Anne. 

Mr. RatcUffie, the first rector (who had an assistant by the 
name of Robert Clarke) came over with Mr. Dudley. He is 
noticed by Dunton, who says, he ' read the common prayer in 
his surplice and preached in the town-house on Lord's days. 
He was an eminent preacher, and his sermons were useful 
and well dressed : 1 was once or twice to hear him, and it 
was noised about, that Dr. Annesley's son-in-law was turned 
apostate : but 1 could easily forgive 'em, in regard the 
common prayer and surplice were religious novelties in New- 
England.' 

It may be noted here, that, under the charter government, 
the clergy had never performed any part of the ceremonies 
at marriages or funerals, except an occasional prayer, ' lest it 
might in time introduce the customs of the English church.' 
Upon Mr. Dudley's being appointed President, in 1686, he 
published an order of council, authorizing and empowering 
ministers and justices to " consummate marriages :" and in 
1688, we find Mr. Ratcliffe persisting in the performance of 
the burial service at the grave of one Lilly, in opposition to 
the will of his executors. After that time our present customs 
in these respects came slowly into vogue. 
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CHAPTER XXXIIl, 

She deals in cbarms — can read the book of fate, 
And tells the future with unerring skilL i 

Atkenevm, 

"^ The execution of Mrs. Hibbins for witchcraft' had been 
disapproved by many persons of note, and it is not unlikely 
that her death saved the lives of others, who might have been 
made the victims of a delusion, which, in the thirty years suc- 
ceeding, had brought people to believe that there might exist 
such a thing as a witch, or person favoured with uncommon 
communications from the prince of darkness. In 1687 or 
'88 an instance occurred in Boston, which was more alarm- 
ing than any that had preceded it. It certainly entitles us to 
divide the credit, which our sister town of Salem has borne 
away so long. 

'Four of the children of John Goodwin, a grave man and 
a good liver at the north part of Boston, were generally be- 
lieved to be bewitched. I have often heard persons, who 
were of the neighbourhood, speak of the great consternation 
it occasioned. The children were all remarkable for ingenu- 
ity of temper, had been religiously educated, and were 
thought to be without guile. The eldest was a girl of thir- 
teen or fourteen years. She had charged a laundress with 
taking away some of the family linen. The mother of the 
laundress was one of the wild Irish, of bad character, and 
gave the girl harsh language ; soon after which she fell into 
fits, which were said to have something diabolical in them. 
One of her sisters and two brothers followed her example, 
and, it is said, were tormented in the same part of their bodies 
at the same time, although kept in separate apartments, and 
ignorantof one another's complaints. One or two things were 
said to be very remarkable ; all their complaints were in the 
day time, and they slept comfortably all night; they were 
struck dead at the sight of the assembly's catechism. Cotton's 
milk for babes, and some other good books, but could read in 
Oxford's jests. Popish and Quaker books, arid the common 
prayer, without any difficulty. Is it possible the mind of man 
should be capable of such strong prejudices, as that a suspi- 
cion of fraud should not immediately arise .'' But attachments 
to modes and forms in religion had such force, that, some of 
these circumstances seem rather to have confirmed the credit 
of the children. Sometimes they would be deaf, then dumb, 
25 
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then blind ; and sometimes all these disorders together would 
come upon them. Their tongues would be drawn down their 
throats, then pulled out upon their chins. Their jaws, necks, 
shoulders, elbows, and all their joints would appear to be dislo- 
cated; and they would make most piteous outcries of burnings, 
of being cut with knives, beat, &c. and the marks of wounds 
were afterwards to be seen. The ministers of Boston and 
Charlestown kept a day of fasting and prayer at the troubled 
house; after which the youngest child made no more com- 
plaints. The others persevered, and the magistrates then in- 
terposed, and the old woman was apprehended ; but upon ex- 
amination would neither confess nor deny, and appeared to 
be disordered in her senses. Upon the report of physicians, 
that she was compot mentis^ she was executed, declaring at 
her death the children should not be relieved. The eldest, 
after this, was taken into a minister's family, where at first she 
behaved orderly, but after some time suddenly fell into her 
fits. The account of her affliction is in print; somethings 
are mentioned as extraordinary, which tumblers are every 
day taught to perform; others seem more than natural ; but it 
was a time of great credulity. The children returned to their 
ordinary behaviour, lived to adult age, made profession of re- 
ligion, and the affliction they had been under they publicly 
declared to be one motive to it. One of them I knew many 
years after. She had the character of a very sober, virtu- 
ous woman, and never made any acknowledgment of fraud 
in this transaction. The printed account was published, with 
a preface by Mr. Baxter, who says, the evidence is so con- 
vincing, that he must be a very obdurate Sadducee, who will 
not believe.' Says Hutchinson, from whom this account is ta- 
ken, ' it obtained credit sufficient, together with other prepar- 
atives, to dispose the whole country to be easily imposed up- 
on by the more extensive and more tragical scene, which was 
presently after acted at Salem and other parts of the county 
of Essex.' 

In 1690, August 3d, a fire near the Mill-bridge, across the 
creek in Hanover street, consumed several houses :* and 
the fire known as the fifth great fire happened Septem- 
ber 16th, near the [Old] South meeting-house, greatly en- 
dangered it, and burnt several houses. A lad was burnt to 
death in the house where it began. 

1691, June 30th, in the sixth great fire, which happened 
at the King's Head, by Scarlett's wharf, North-end, several 
houses were consumed. 

'See TAomin' JlisWcj of rriutiiig, i. 2S3. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

The senate owna its gratitude to Cato, 
Who with 90 great a soul consults its safety, 
Aud guards our lives, while he neglects hb o^D. 

AddUm* 

However true the observation may have been, that the peo- 
ple in general were patient under Andres's government, some 
of the principal men had thought it an object to endeavour to 
obtain relief from their sufferings, by a representation of their 
grievances to King James. It was proposed ' that some one 
should be sent with an address of thanks to the king, for his 
gracious declaration, wherein he does promise us the free ex- 
ercise of our religion, and that he will maintain us in the en- 
joyment of our rights and possessions.' Mr. Increase Mather 
(then pastor of the Old North church, in conjunction with his 
son Cotton) was selected for this purpose, and on propound- 
ing the matter to his church, Dec. 11, 1687, he found them 
all willing that he should go. He was ready to sail in April, 
1688, and did so, notwithstanding the machinations of Ran- 
dolph, who, on false pretences, was bringing an action against 
him about the same time. Mr. Mather was obliged to keep 
himself concealed, to avoid the service of the writ ; and when 
the vessel was ready to sail, some of his church carried him 
aboard, in the night, in disguise. 

Mr. Mather was the man of all the clergy, on whom the 
mantle of the departed Cotton seems to have rested. His in- 
fluence on the character of the town, and particularly on that 
part of it in which he resided, was equal to that of his revered 
exemplar. ' Ardent, bold, enterprising, and perhaps ambi- 
tious ; conscious of his own power, religiously sensible of his 
obligations to exercise it usefully ;* born and trained in a 
young colony struggling with hardships, and forcing its way 
through peril and fear ; his mind fashioned by a father, who 
for conscience' sake had quitted all and settled in this hope- 
less land, and who had all the zeal and firmness which char- 
acterized the puritans of that age, a race eminently formed 
"to do and to dare ;" — thus gifted and educated, he became 
pecuHarly fit, and no wonder it was felt that he was fit, to 
have an ascendency and exercise a control. He had re- 

* Rev^ Mr* fVareU Discourses. 
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ceived the best education of his own country, he had coiu- 
pleted it abroad, he had been driven from place to place, 
suffering for his religion, and presented with strong temp- 
tations to abandon it, thus acting a hurried and various part 
in the most trying times in the mother country — and after this 
discipline, so calculated to give firmness and character, he 
returned to labour in the service of this infant state. Noth- 
ing can be conceived more likely to prepare a man to act well 
his part in so peculiar a scene. He soon became eminent. 
Talents, learning, and virtue are always commanding. In 
that age a religious spirit was indispensable to honour and 
power. Mather had all. He was conspicuous for rigid pi- 
ety where all was rigid, and eminent for talents and knowl- 
edge, where many had been eminent before him. It there- 
fore is not strange that he acquired a control to which few 
are equal, and received and held honours which would not 
now be bestowed upon ministers.' 

Mr. Mather's exertions and remonstrances with James II. 
were unavailing, and he determined to wait the event of the 
Prince of Orange's expedition. Soon after the withdrawal of 
James, Mr. M. was introduced to the prince, and obtained 
some partial favors, and royal promises of more. He impro- 
ved all his time in unwearied efforts to secure friends for his 
country. Besides several of the nobility and principal com- 
moners, he had engaged the whole body of the dissenting 
ministers, whose weight at that time was far from inconsidera- 
ble. Before any thing <iras completed, the general court 
thought it advisable to send over two of their members to join 
with Mr. Mather and Sir Henry Ashurst (whose services he 
had retained) in maintaining their charges against their op- 
pressors, as well as in soliciting the restoration of the charter, 
with such additional privileges as should be thought proper. 

The persons appointed were Doctors Elisha Cooke and 
Thomas Oakes, both practitioners of medicine in Boston, just 
rising into eminence in the political theatre, in which both 
sustained very prominent parts afterwards. The result of all 
their petitions and remonstrances, suggestions and objections 
was, that a new charter was formed, in which ' the colony of 
New Plymouth, the province of Maine and the country of 
Nova Scotia, with the lands between the two latter, were 
joined to Massachusetts.' 

Sir William Phips was appointed the first governour under 
the new order of things. He arrived at Boston with the 
charter, Saturday the 14th of May, 1692, towards evening. 
On Monday he was conducted from his house to the town- 
house, by the regiment of Boston, the mihtary companies of 
Charlestown, the magistrates, ministers, and principal gentle- 
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men of Boston and the adjacent towns. The charter was 
first published, then the governour's commission ; and there- 
upon the venerable old charter governour Bradstreet resigned 
the chair ; not without a deep sigh from many of the specta- 
tors. After the publishing of the lieutenant-governour's com- 
mission, and administering the oaths, the governour was con- 
ducted, with the same parade, to the place appointed for a 
publick dinner, and from thence to his house again. 

His residence was in Charter-street at the corner of Salena 
street, which was then called Green-lane, in the house now 
occupied by the Asylum for indigent boys. It is a three-story 
brick house, in an elevated situation, commanding a delightful 
view of the harbour and of the surrounding country. 

The charter named the persons who were to form the coun- 
cil for the first year, and made provision for the organization 
of an assembly or house of representatives. Writs were is- 
sued without delay, and the first court under the new charter 
met on the 8th of June, 1692. Although a party was form- 
ed, which opposed submission to the charter, a majority of the 
court ' thankfully accepted it, and appointed a day of solemn 
thanksgiving to Almighty God, for granting a safe arrival to 
his excellency the Governour and the Rev. Mr. I. Mather, who 
have industriously endeavoured the service of this peopl,e, and 
have brought over with them a settlement of government, in 
which their majesties have graciously given us distinguishing 
marks of their royal favour and goodness.' 

The court interpreted their powers with regard to the ap- 
portionment of representatives so as to allow Boston four 
members in the house, which continued to be her number 
flntilthe revolution in HTfr. 



CHAPTER XXXV, 

" Just a stained atonc^i 
To mark the spot so holy ouce, 
And with gray moss o*crgrown,'* 

The Society of Friends and the French Protestant Churclr 
having both become extinct in Boston, we shall introduce in 
this place the information we have been able to obtain con- 
cerning their history. The denomination of Quakers took 
its rise in Leicestershire (E.) in 1644. The first that came to 
Boston were Mary Fisher and Anne Austin, who arrived from 
Barbadoes in the fore part of the 5th month, 1656. These 
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women were made prisoners onboard the vessel; the books 
they brought with them were burnt, and they were taken to 
gaol and confined, as were seven others, in about a mouth 
after. Nicholas Upshalj, an aged member of a Boston 
church, whose humane and lender feelings induced him to ap- 
ply to -the gaoler for leave to furnish (hem with provisions, 
and even to purchase that liberty at the price of 5s. a week, 
was for thus doing and bearing his testimony, weeping, against 
the persecution of these people, fined 20/. and banished the 
colony, though he was both a freeman and freeholder in the 
town. He was permitted to return in about five years, and 
opened his house, and furnished a room in it, for the use of 
travelling Friends. 

Such was the dread of the influence of this sect, that se- 
vere laws were immediately passed to prevent their entrance 
into the jurisdiction, on penalty of fines, stripes, and imprison- 
ment. This not proving effectual, it was enacted, that any 
Quaker found here should have one of his ears cut off for the 
first offence, and lose the other for a second, and have his 
tongue bored through with a hot iron for the third. Three 
quakers, Holden, Copeland, and Rouse, lost each his right 
ear under this law, by the hand of the hangman, in Boston 
prison, Sept. 16, 1658. 

All this severity was of no avail ; the persecutors seem to 
have been infuriated, and their fury drove the Quakers to 
acts of desperation. They still came into the colony: the 
court ordered some to be sold as slaves for the payment of 
their fines ! This frightened the particular objects of the order, 
and they were suffered to go to their own homes. The sect 
grew under all these disadvantages, and several families went 
over to it : the magistrates were more provoked, and the gen- 
eral court passed a law to banish all Quakers, not inhabitants, 
upon pain of death. Four persons suffered death at Boston 
by virtue of this law ; viz. Wm. Robinson, Marmaduke Ste- 
venson, Wm. Leddra, and Mary Dyer ; the last on the first of 
June, 1660. She had been conspicuous in Mrs. Hutchinson's 
controversy, and that probably aggravated her guilt, i Her 
son came forward and plead for her pardon, but in vain. One 
of the officers under the gallows at the time of her executioo, 
Edward Wanton, was so affected at the sight, that he became 
a convert to the cause of the Friends. The Quakers discov- 
ered, that this law was an exercise of power not authorized 
by the patent, and made such complaints to the king that no 
further execution of it ever took place : whipping at a cart's 
tail, through all the towns in their way out of the jurisdiction, 
was substituted for death. 
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The first meeting of Friends in Boston, of which we havs 
account, was at the house of Mr. Wanton, on the 4th of May, 
1664, when a warrant was issued to apprehend the preacher, 
and report the names of his hearers to the governour. The 
spirit of persecution was kept ahve and manifested itself in va- 
rious ways, after this. 'On the 9th of August, 1675, there were 
apprehended, at their ordinary place of meeting, Robt. Edr 
mund, Edw. Shippen, John Soames,- Jere. Debee, Geo. Dan- 
son, Miles Foster, Humphrey Hodges, Bridget Phillips, Thos. 
Scott, Wm. Neal, Eph. Stratton, Elizabeth Bowers (senior and 
junior), Geo. Walker. Twelve of these 14 were whipped ; the 
other two paid their fines. At the next meeting day, 15 were 
whipped, viz. the eight first above named, with Wm. Richard- 
son, Thos. Holburn, Rebecca Levy, Josiah Southwick, Wm. 
Muniford, Eliphalet [.''] Stratton, and Anna Wilson. We have 
mentioned the names, to give the best account we can obtain, 
of the number of men Friends in and near Boston at the time.* 

Under the new charter, the Quakers, Baptists, and Episco- 
palians were placed on more equal ground with their neigh- 
bours, and some laws passed in 1692, exempting them from 
taxation. In 1694, the Quakers had a lot in Brattle-street, 
measuring 108 by 25 1-4 ft. for a meeting-house and burying 
lot, and built a brick house thereon 24 by 20 ft. which was se- 
cured to the society by Messrs. Mumford, Shippen, Soames, 
Wanton, abovenamed, and Walter Clark of Newport, and Wm. 
Chamberlain of Hull, 'to the only, sole, and proper use, for 
the service and worship of Almighty God, by the society or 
community of people called Quakers.' In 1708, it was con- 
cluded to sell the old meeting-house and build a new one, if 
leave could be obtained to build of wood ; but in 1709 the 
committee, Walter Newberry, John Wing, and Thomas Rich- 
ardson, reported their disappointment in this respect, and it 
was therefore concluded to build of brick, a house of 35 ft. 
long and 30 ft. wide. This was the building lately standing in 
Congress street ; it is dated on the old plans of the town as if 
erected in 1710; the deed, however, by which the lot was 
conveyed to the society, June 10, 1717, speaks of * the brick 
meeting-house lately erected thereon,' which would leave a 
doubt whether it was built so early. It was burnt in the 

* For this and other information we are indebted to a venerahle ptvfeasor of the denomination- 
Town Records, 167S. Alex'r. Coleman, shoemaker, *the Quaker that came into the third meet- 
ing-house in a bloody coat,' is presented to (he county court as a person unfit to abide here. At 
another time Tho. Newhouse went into a meeting-house with a couple of great glass bottles, and 
breaking them against one another, in the face of the congregation, said, TAus will the Lord break 
yoit in pieces. Similar acts of imprudence are attributed to others : all which seem to be the rfe- 
sult ofphrensT, induced by the equally aenacleis cxaeHj with which they were goaded. 
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great fire of 1760, and in the same year it was concluded by 
the yearly meeting to repair it, which was done. This build-, 
ing stood till April 2, 1825, when it was sold for |H60, and im- 
mediately afterwards demohshed. 

The Friends were never very numerous in this place. 'In 
the eleventh month, 1774, says our informant, ' I was in Bos- 
ton and visited every family, and took account of their names 
as follows: Eben'r Pope, John Pope, Sam'l Pope, Jas. Ray- 
mer, John PhiUips, Eph. Silsbee, Nath'l Low, Ezra Collins, 
Ezra Curten, Daniel Silsbee, Josiah Gorham ; these eleven 
were all the members belonging to Boston meeting of Friends. 
I was at a monthly meeting there, which was small ; it was 
held alternately at Boston and Lynn or Salem; they were 
then in a declining state.' Their numbers diminished after 
that, and the meetings were discontinued by a regular vote in 
the year 1808. The burying ground ha(J been undisturbed 
for eleven years, when the remains of I'll bodies were re- 
moved thence to Lynn for re-interment, in July, 1826. 

The French church became embodied about the same 
time, but did not flourish so long as the Quakers. After hav- 
ing endured severe persecutions, the protestants in France 
were relieved from their distresses by the edict of Nantes, is- 
sued by Henry IV. in 1598. Lewis XIV. confirmed it in 165J1, 
but soon after suffered its provisions to be violated.* The 
protestants were deprived of all offices, hundreds of their 
churches desolated, and at last, in 1685, the edict was formal- 
ly revoked, and multitudes were compelled by this act to 
flee from the country. ' Some sought shelter in England and 
Ireland : others directed their way to America, and some of 
these settled in Boston. Those who arrived here probably 
came in the summer of 1686, for contributions were taken on 
their behalf at Salem, in September of that year ; and we also 
find in Cotton Mather's MS. notes of sermons, under date of 
Sept. 12. and Oct. 7, minutes of discourses by a Mr. Laurie, 
from the tenour of which it is apparent that he was of the num- 
ber. Pierre Baudouin (the ancestor of the Bowdoin family) 
fled first to Ireland, and thence came to Maine in 1687, and 
soon after to Boston. The first notice we discover of the 
church in this place is in the Magnalia, (i. 86) where the au- 
thor enumerates among the churches in Boston, in 1696, ' a 
French congregation of Protestant refugees, under the pasto- 
ral care of Monsieur Daille.'f 

* ( John ToutoD, a French doctor and inhabitant of Ruchelle in France, made appticatioo to the 
court in behalf of himself and other protestants expelled from their hahitationSf on account of their 
religion^ that they might have liberty to bhabit here, which was readily granted to them.' HutdL 
Tol. Ir-Col. rer. 1662. p. 413. 

t The records of this church are supposed to be in existence, but we hare not been able to dis^ 
cover them. A hiblc presented by Queen Anne is also mentioned in Mass. H. G. 1. iii. 264. 
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M. Daille continued to be pastor of this church till his 
death, which took place on the morning of Friday, May 20, 
1715. He was about 66 years of age ; ' a person of great 
piety, charity, affable and courteous behaviour, and of an 
exemplary life and conversation : much lamented, especially 
by his flock.' Monsieur D. had buried two wives, Esther- 
Latonice, who died Dec. 14, 1696, and Seike, who died, Aug. 
31,1713; and he left a widow, whose name was Martha. 
His will required, that his body should be ' decently inter- 
red' according to the discretion of his executor, Mr. James 
Bowdoin, ' with this restriction, that there be no wine at my 
funeral, and none of my wife's relations have any mourning 
clothes furnished them, except gloves.' All the ministers of 
the town, together with Mr. Walter, are presented with gloves 
and scarfs : his books are given to form a library for the 
church ; £lOO for the benefit of the minister, and £10 to be 
put to interest, until the church should erect a meeting-house, 
when it was to be appropriated towards the expenses of the 
same. He remembers his brother ' Paul Daille Vaugelade 
in Amsfort in Holland,' and signs himself Daille, omitting his 
baptismal name of Peter. 

From the above notice of a meeting-house, it appears that 
the French church, which once stood in School-street, on the 
lot next east of the Universal meeting-house, was not erected 
till after 1715. The lot had come into their possessibn, Jan. 
4, 1705, by a conveyance from ■— Mears to ' John Tar- 
tarian,' Francis Breedon, Jean Depuis, elders of the said 
French church, in behalf of themselves and the rest of the 
congregation — being to erect and build a church Upon for 
the use of the F. congregation in Boston, tomeet therein for 
the worship and service of Almighty God, according^to the 
way and manner of the (•eforttied churches of France.' On 
the 7th of Feb. 1705, ' John Portree, F. Breeden, and John 
Dupee,' petitioned the selectmen for licence to erect a wood- 
en building for a meeting-house of 35 by 30 ft. on that piece 
of land. It was judged ' not convenient to grant the same, 
since they have the offer of the free liberty to meet in the 
new school-house, as they had for some years past done in 
the old, and that being sufficient for a far greater number of 
persons than doth belong to their congregation.' The brick 
building was probably erected in 1 71 6 : it is mentioned by 
C. Mather in Jan. 1717. 

M. Daille's successor was the Rev. Andrew Le Mercier, 
whose name is found on the town records in 1719. He pub- 
lished a church history of Geneva, in 1732, from which it 
appears that he was educated in that country. This church 
did not increase iti number sufficiently to enable them to 
26 
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support the expenses of a separate house of worship and on 
that account the society was discontinued. On the 7th of 
March, 1748, the proprietorship of the house in School-street 
was transferred to several gentlemen as trustees of anew con- 
gregational church. The transfer was made by Stephen 
Boutineau, only surviving elder, Zach. Johonnot, Jean Ar- 
nault, John Brown, Andrew Johonnot, James Packonett, Wm. 
Bowdoin, Andrew Sigourney, members, and Mr. Le Mercier, 
the minister. Mr. Le M. after that resided atDorchester, but 
removed again to Boston, and died here, March, 31, 1764, 
' after a long indisposition of .body, in the 72d year of his 
age.' One of his daughters and Mr. Z. Johonnot were joint 
executors of his will. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Bvele. YoD are too senseless obstinate, my lord, 
Too ceremooioas and traditionaL 

Shalaptart<. 

The seventh religious society formed in Boston was the 
fourth Congregational, or Brattle-street church. ' A number 
of good men,' says Dr. Thacher's century sermon, ' distin- 
guished for their liberality of thinking, as well as for their 
regard to the gospel and its ordinances, laid the foundation 
of this church.' The earliest date, at which we find them 
associated, is Jan. 10, 1698, on which day Thomas Brattle, 
Esq. conveyed to them a piece of land called BrattWs close, 
which makes part of the lot now in possession of the church. 
The grantees were Thos. Clark, Thos. Cooper, Benja. Wal- 
ker, Benja. Davis, Wm. Keen, Richard Draper, Wm. Harris, 
Zech. Tuthill, John Colman, Jos. Allen, John Kilby, John 
Mico, Thos. Bannister, Timo. Clark, Stephen Minot, Abr. 
Blush, Thos. Palmer, James Meers, Elkanah Pembroke, 
Addington Davenport. 

' As to the doctrines of religion, these good men did not differ 
professedly from their brethren of other churches, while they 
thought that in some respects the religious practices of the 
day might be improved. Under these circumstances it was 
necessary for them to choose a minister, who agreed with 
them in sentiment,' and accordingly, in the spring of 1699, 
they sent a letter of invitation to Mr. Benjamin Colman, a 
native of Boston and graduate of Harvard College, who was 
then pursuing his studies in England. ' From an apprehen- 
sion that he might meet with difficulty in procuring ordination 
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here, they requested him to ask it of the ministers in London, 
who readily granted his desire, and the solemnity was atten- 
ded on the 4th day of August, after a publick lecture, at the 
meeting-house of the Rev. Mr. Christopher Taylor.' 

On the first of the following November, Mr. Colman arri- 
ved at Boston ; and on the 1 7th of that month a publication 
appeared, with the title of ' A manifesto or declaration, set 
forth by the undertakers of the new church, now erected in 
B. in N. E.' in which, ' for preventing all misapprehensions 
and jealousies,' they say, ' we think it convenient to publish 
our aims and designs herein, together with those principles- 
and rules we intend, by God's grace, to adhere unto.' ' On 
Tuesday, Dec. 12th, at a private meeting at Mr. Mico's 
house, after solemn calling upon God,' the eleven grantees 
first abovenamed, with Mr. Brattle and Messrs. John and 
Oliver Noyes, united to form the church, and ' declared their 
consent and agreement to walk together in all the ordinances of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.' The 24th instant, being Lord's-day, 
was agreed upon for their first meeting in their ' pleasant 
new-built church.' Mr. Colman preached on the occasion 
from 2 Chron. vi. 18. The ' Manifesto' and other ' miscar- 
riages,' which this society had ' fallen into,' gave so great of- 
fence, that some of the clergymen of the town refused to unite 
with them in the observance of a day of prayer ; but by 
some means, an accommodation took place prior to Jan. 31, 
1700, when both the Mathers and Mr. Willard joined' with 
them on a similar occasion. 

The, doctrines which this church espoused could not have 
been exceptionable, for they declare, ' we approve and sub- 
scribe the confession of faith put forth by the assembly of 
divines at Westminster ;' but they introduced some changes 
as to ' modes of order and discipline,' which probably were 
the cause of alarm and dissatisfaction. They adopted the 
custom of reading some part of the holy scriptures, and ' con- 
cluded to have the Lord's prayer used once in each season 
of publick worship.' The admission to full communion was 
deemed, by the first settlers of this country, as matter 
of great importance. The general opinion was, that none 
should partake of this privilege but such as were truly born 
of God. ' In order that the church might judge of this fact, a 
relation of his christian experiences, either written or oral, 
was required of every candidate for this privilege. This 
usage had degenerated into a matter of mere form, and such 
a similarity prevailed in these instruments, as gave too much 
occasion for ridicule. In this church, therefore, the practice 
was disused ; at least it was not required, while every one 
was left at liberty to do it.' 
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' Id ancient days the choice of minister (as well as the 
cljoice of civil officers) was confined to those who were in full 
communion with the church. In this respect also they dif- 
fered from the general practice. " We cannot, say they, 
confine the right of choosing a minister to the communicants 
alone, but we think that every baptized adult person, who 
cootributes to the maintenance, should have a vote in elect- 
ing." — But there were many men, some from a reverence to 
ancient institutions, and a convicton of their propriety, some 
from dread of innovation, and others from a fear that this new 
and popular society would diminish their own societies and 
lessen the influence they held, who exclaimed loudly against 
this new establishment, which they called, by way of deris- 
ion, the Manifesto church. Respectable and opulent as 
were the men who formed it, they found it difficult for a time 
to stem the torrent of publick opinion which ran strongly 
against them, and overcome the jealousy which their neigh- 
bours felt of being eclipsed by them.* 

Following the order of time, we mention here that 
the By-laws of the town, which had been accumulating 
for seventy years, were put into order and renewed by a 
vote in 1701, and first published in a printed form in 1702. 

The Seventh Great Fire happened in the year 1 702, on the 
lUh of March, near the dock. Three ware-houses were 
blown up to stop its progress. The destruction of property 
was so extensive, as to be mentioned in official papers ' as a 
great loss to the town.' 

In 1704 the first newspaper published in the English colo- 
nies in North America, appeared in Boston. It was printed 
on half a sheet of pot paper, with a small-pica type, folio, and 
was entitled, 

The Boston News-Letter. 
JlttilCsIietr is attttiorttg. 

From ifHoWtJaa, April 17, to ^OtltraS, April 24, 1704. 

The proprietor's name was John Campbell, a Scotchman, 
who was established here as a bookseller. The imprint is, 
" Boston ; printed by B. Green. Sold by Meholas Boone, 



* ThU church voted to dispense with the custom of singing tlie psalms in pnblicic worship 
line by line, Dec. 20, 1699. Between 1717 and 1724 they had a ringing aoeiety, which was 
the first in the town, that introduced singing by note — Chh. Kec— Jteas. H. 0. 2. iv. SO^i 
Also Appendix, Ko. IV. 
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at his Shop near the Old Meeting-House." Green was Camp 
bell's printer, land Boone was for some weeks his publisher.* 

The first number contained the following prospectus : — 
' This News Letter is to be continued Weekly ; and all Per- 
sons who have any Houses, Lands, Tenements, Farmes,. Ships, 
Vessels, Goods, Wares, or Merchandizes &;c. to be sold or 
Lett ; or Servants Runaway : or Goods Stoll or Lost may 
have the same Inserted at a Reasonable Rate ; from Twelve 
Pence to Five Shillings, and not to exceed ; Who may agree 
with Nicholas Boone for the same at his shop next door to 
MajorDavis's,Apothecary in Boston near the old Meetinghouse. 

' All Persons in Town and Country may have said News- 
Letter Weekly upon reasonable tearms agreeing with John 
Campbell Post Master for the sam^.' 

So early as Dec. 8, 1686, the inhabitants at Muddy river 
had obtained an order from the president and council, that 
said hamlet should henceforth be free frem town rates tG the 
town of Boston, and have the privilege of meeting ' annually 
to choose three men tomainage thei* afeirs.' The conditions 
were, that they should support their oiwn expenses, erect a 
school-house^ and maintain a reading and writlfig master. 
After the overthrow &f Andros, the town of Boston disannul- 
led this order, by a vote, in March, 1690, ' that M. R. ralfabi- 
tants are not discharged from R to be a hamlet by them- 
selves^ but stand related to B. as th«y did before the year 
sixteen hundred and eighty-six.' As the iahasbiters.ts there 
increased in numbers and in wenlth, they Were emibblidiSned 
again to' seek a complete separation. AccordiugSy, m Mitith, 
1 70-1, they requested the consent of Boston, ' to be a ^strict 
or hamlet separate from the town.' Instead of gFanting. their 
request, the inhabitants of Boston rigorously essereiBea- over 
them all the authority they possessed. Finmitg^ fheir appli- 
cation to Boston ineffectual, they resolved to apply to still 
higher powers; -. They tberefore in- June, 1704, petitioned the 
governour, council, and assembly. On this, the inhabitants 
of Boston had several meetings, warmly remonstrated against 
the petition, and represented the request as highly ingrate- 
ful in this people, after having experienced so many favours. 
Theii- petition was at this time rejected. They however per- 
sisted in their request, and in the summer of 1 705, presented 
a petition to be incorporated, signed by 32 freeholders, which 
was finally granted, and- the signature of the governour to the 
act incorporating them as a distinct town, by the name of 



* At the time this paper was first published, and for many years afterward, there were 
licensers of the press. " Published by authority," I presume means nothing- more than this 
— what appeared in this publication was not disapproved by the licensers. — Thomtte^ Hist, 
of Printing in America, ii. 191. 
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Brookline, was passed November 13, 1705. It is supposed 
that this name was adopted from the circumstance, that 
Smelt brook is a boundary between that town and Cam- 
bridge, and that another brook, which falls into Muddy 
river, is a boundary between it and Roxbury.* 

OLD FRANKLIN HOUSE, 
IN HILE-STREET. 




VIEW FROM THE SOCTB SIDE OF THE OLD SOUTH MEETING-HOUSE. 

The year 1 706 is memorable in the annals of Boston for 
giving birth to Benjamin Franklin. His parents were named 
Josiah and Abiah : his father ' was a native of England, 
where he was bred to the trade of a silk dyer ;' but after set- 
tling in Boston, he devoted his attention to the business of a 
soap and tallow chandler. 

Franklin was born on the sixth of January, and is recorded 
as baptized on the same day, in the Old South church books. 

* See the order of the P. and C. in Town Records, 1686. We are also referred (Mass. H. 
0. 2. ii. 143,) * for this and all other information relating to the incorporation of Brooklinet 
to a bundle of documents on file in the secretary's office of this commonwealth, under the 
date of 1705.' 
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From this circumstance some have inferred that he was born 
in the house, which lately stood where the Furniture ware- 
house now stands, in Milk-street, nearly opposite the south 
door of that meeting-house, and where it is known that his 
father lived at some period. But wc have the testimony of 
his own declaration to a lady, now living, that the scene of his 
nativity was at the sign of the Blue Ball, corner of Union and 
Hanover-streets, where his father exercised his trade. The 
other house, however, having been more remarakble in its ap- 
pearance, and a drawing of it having been taken shortly before 
it was burnt (Dec. 29, 1810,) we have given it a place here. 

We have no record of anp attempt to change the form of 
town government from that established in 1651 (see p. 138) 
until the year 1 708. The seven Commissioners were annu- 
ally chosen during the old charter government, and the selec- 
tion was made from the most honourable among the inhabi- 
tants : the last choice was in August, 1691. On the 8th of 
Dec. 1708, the selectmen made the following proposals to the 
town, respecting a charter of incorporation. 

' That the orders and by-laws of this town already made, 
for directing, ordering and managing the prudential affairs 
thereof, have not answered the ends for which they were 
made, and the principal cause thereof is a general defect or 
neglect in the execution,without which the best laws will signify 
little, and one great reason why they are no better executed, 
is the want of a proper head, or town-officer, or officers em- 
powered for that purpose, the law having put the executioR 
of town orders into the hands of the Justices only, who are 
not town, but county officers ; and it cannot be expected 
that they should take the trouble and care, or make it so much 
their business,as a town officer or officers particularlyappoint- 
ed'or chosen thereunto must needs do, and indeed, for any 
body or society of men as a town is, to be vested with pow- 
er to make rules and by-laws for their own good regulation, 
and not have power to appoint and choose the head officer or 
officers, who shall have power to execute their own orders 
and by-laws, seems incongruous. And good order is not to 
be expected while it remains so ; for while a town grows 
more populous, it will stand in need of a more strict regula- 
tion. The selectmen do, therefore, propose that this town 
do now choose a committee of a considerable number of the 
freeholders and other inhabitants of the town to draw up a 
scheme or draught of a Charter of Incorporation, [or any 
other projection] for the encouragement and better govern- 
ment of this town, in the best methods as they shall think suit- 
able, and of the Ijest and most suitable means for procuring 
and obtaining thereof, and to present the same to the town at 
their annual meeting.' Accordingly thirty-one of the most 
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respectable citizens, including the selectmen, were chosen, 
seventeen of whom were to be a quorum. 

March 14th, 1709, the committee presented a draught to 
the town, which was read in the audience of the meeting. 
On the question whether the town will refer the consideration 
of the said scheme to some publick meeting to be warned for 
the same purpose ?— voted in the negative. On the question 
— whether the town do accept of the scheme or charter now 
read, yea or nay ? — VQted in the negative. 

Hutchinson tells us, that most of the principal inhabitants 
were in favour of the measure. But the people entertained 
the opinion of a champion, who, when the subject was dis- 
cussed in town-meeting, concluded his speech with the pro- 
phetick warning, " It is a whelp now, it will be a Lio\ by 
AND BY : knock it in the head : Mr. Moderator, put the ques- 
tion." His hearers were ready, and the plan was rejected 
by a great majority, with a vote of thanks to the gentlemen, 
on whom they had imposed the labour of preparing it. 



CHAPTER XXXVn. 

" higher still 



Tbe blazing tide rose awfully." . 



Mr. Henry Desiring had proposed to the town ' to build 
a house to contain several offices, and a wharf below the 
Townhouse-street,' in December, 1707, but it does not appear 
that he met with any encouragement. The subject was re- 
newed in 1709, by Dr. Oliver Noyes and others, and the 
town referred the consideration of it to the selectmen, who 
made the following report on the 10th of March, 1710. 

' Whereas the selectmen for the year past were by a vote 
of the inhabitants of this town, at their publick meeting on the 
19th day of Dec. last past, appointed a committee to consider 
the proposals of Capt. Oliver Noyes and some other gentte- 
men, about their building out a wharf from the lower end of 
King^treet down to low-water mark, and to make report to 
the next town-meeting of what they shall think proper for the 
town to do concerning the same, the said committee have now 
presented their report thereof, and is as foUoweth, viz. 

' We are' of opinion that the proposal made by Dr. Oliver 
Noyes and other gentlemen, now signed by them and given 
in to the town at this meeting, will be a means to have the 
out-wharves brought into good repair, the doing of which, 
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with the planting of guns as proposed, may be a great safety 
to this town, in case of the attack of an enemy, and will be of 
publick and general good to the town, Prmiided the underta- 
kers be under penalty to perform what they have there pro- 
posed and what is intended, viz. that the street shall forever 
be open, its full breadth, from the end of King-street to the 
Circular line, and be no ways incumbered by them. 

' The aforementioned proposals made by Dr. Oliver Noyes 
and other gentlemen, signed by them and given in to the town 
at this meeting, and being read are as followeth, viz. 

' We the subscribers, some of the inhabitants of the town 
of Boston, do hereby promise and engage, that we and our 
associates will at our own cost and charge erect and build a 
wharf with a sufficient common sewer, at the approbation of 
the selectmen, at the end of King-street to the Circular Line, 
as delineated by the plan, and that from thence we will erect, 
build, and maintain a wharf, the width of King-street, between 
Mr. [East] Apthorp's and Mr. [Andrew] Faneuil's, and con- 
tinue the same in a direct line to the [out] wharves, common- 
ly called the new wharves, and unto low-water mark, leaving 
always a way of 30 feet wide, on one of the sides thereof, as 
a highway for the use of the inhabitants of the said town and 
others, and to extend from one end of the same unto the 
other, forever ; and leaving a gap of 16 ft. wide, covered 
over, for lighters and boats to pass and repass, about the mid- 
dle of said wharf, or where the selectmen shall direct, as also 
a passage way on the new wharves,on each side,for carts,etc. 
leaving the end of said wharf free for the town, when they 
shall see reason to plant guns for the defence of said town. 

' In consideration whereof, the freeh. and other inhabitants 
of the town of B. shall, do, give, grant, bargaiin, enfeoffee, and 
confirm unto us, the said subscribers, our heirs, assignees, and 
associates forever, the said wharf or flats, to be maintained 
as aforesaid, unto low-water mark, with all the liberties, priv- 
ileges, commodities, and appurtenances whatsoever, thereunto 
'belonging, to our only, proper, and absolute use and behoof 
forever: and that the town of B. shall always defend us in 
the possession and peaceable improvement of the granted 

E remises from any claim of the town, etc. And that no wharf 
eyond the said Circular Line be permitted to join or come 
nearer to us than sixty ft. forever ; and we do engage and 
promise to finish said wharf within the space of four years 
next after the date of the grant, if the right of the out wharves 
for 120 ft. where this line will fall can be procured by us. 
In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, the 20tb 
day of Feb. anno reginas viii. A. D. 1709-:-10. 

Oliver Noyes, James Barnes, John Gerrish, 
Daniel Oliver, John George, Anthony Stoddard.' 
27 
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Whereupon the town voted 'a grant to Capt.'0. N. and 
company, according to their said proposals and the commit- 
tee's report, so as not to prejudice former grants/ The se- 
lectmen were empowered to execute proper instruments in 
writing for confirming the grant, which they did on the 13th 
of May. The work was accomplished within the time 
limited. 

In the same year, 1710, it was voted, that a line of defence 
be forthwith made across the neck between Boston and Rox- 
bury. This constituted the Fortifications, which were con- 
structed of stone and brick work for a foundation, with a 
parapet of sod work. A convenient number of great guns 
were ordered to be placed there, and a gate extended across 
the road. 

Something like the rudiments of a Post-OfiSce is discovera- 
ble in the colony records, May, 1677, when upon petition of 
several merchants of Boston, the court appointed Mr. John 
Hayward, scrivener, ' to take in and convey letters accordii^ 
to their direction.' And the office of post-master appears to 
have been regulated by the colonial government until 1710, 
when an act of parliament established the office of P. M. gen- 
eral, who had liberty to keep one chief letter office in New 
York, and others at other convenient places in America. 
Campbell, the publisher of the News-Letter, who had been in 
the office for several years, was appointed at Boston. In 
1711, a southern and eastern mail, to Plymouth and Maine, 
ran once a week, and a western mail to Conn, and N. Y. once 
a fortnight. 

The prosperity of Boston, which seemed now to be grow- 
ing rapidly, received a check this year by a fire, that broke 
out on the evening of Tuesday, October 2d, about 7 o'clock. 
It originated in a building belonging to Capt. Ephraim Sav- 
age, in Williams's Court, from the carelessness of a poor 
woman, one Mary Morse, who suffered the fire ' to catch the 
oakum, which she was employed in picking of.' All the 
houses on both sides of Cornhill, from School-street to the 
Dock-square, were laid in ruins. The wind being southerly, 
the meeting-house of the First Church was early found to be 
in danger, and some sailors went up into the steeple or cupola 
to save the bell. Whilst they were engaged in this service, 
the house was on fire below, and the stairs were consumed. 
They were seen at work just before the roof fell in, and all 
perished in the flames. All the upper part of King, or what 
is now called State-street, together with the Town-house, was 
lost, and some desolation made in Pudding-lane (Devonshire- 
street), and between Water-street and Spring-lane, before the 
violence of the flames could be conquered. There were then 
but two engines in the town, and the method taken to stop the 
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progress of the fire, by blowing up the houses, had a contrary 
effect, and served to scatter it. The number of houses des- 
troyed was computed near a hundred, and, by the best ac- 
count, about a hundred, and ten families were turned out of 
doors. It being also a place of much trade, and filled with 
well-furnished shops of goods, not a little of the wealth of the 
town was now consumed. The rubbish from the ruins was 
used to fill up the Long-wharf. 

The houses which were built after this fire ' were of brick, 
three stories high, with a garret, a flat roof, and balustrade.' 
Some of them remain on each side of Cornhill ; one, now 
numbered 38 Washington-street, bears the date of 1712 on 
the front, with a coat of arras and the letters S. Ii. 

The First Church commenced building on the same spot 
where their old house had stood, on the 14th of April, 1712. 
They erected a large brick edifice of three stories in height, 
which was ready for use, and the first service performed in it 
May 3, 1713.* 

■ The general court at their next session after the fire, pass- 
ed a law creating the Board of Fire wards, whose number 
was originally ten. We recognize their symbol of authority 
in the badge of ' a staff of five feet in length, coloured red, 
and headed with a bright brass spire of six inches long.' The 
same court also i proposed a plan for rebuilding the Town- 
house, which was concurred in by the town, Nov. 16^ 1711. 
The Province was to bear one half of the expense, the county 
of Suffolk and town of Boston each one quarter. The house 
was so far finished, that a town-meeting was held in it, March 
8, 1714. 



CHAPTER XXXVm. 

To know, and knowing worship God aright, 
Is yet more kingly : this attracts the soul, 
Oorerns the inner man, the nobler part. 

Pmvdise Regained. 



In the winter of 1712, seventeen substantial mechanicks as- 
sociated for the purpose of establishing another church at the 
north part of the town, which, when formed, they named the 
New North Church. Their first meeting was at the house of 



* This being the first Congregational meeting-house built of brick, obtained in time the 
name of the Old Brick. It stood till the year 1 808 ; the last service being performed in it 
on the J7th, and the first in the house in Ohauncy-place on the 21st, of July, in that year. 
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Matthew Butler, who seems to have been the father of the 
association, and whose descendants have formed a part of the 
society to the present lime. The projectors were joined by 
others, and obtained liberty of the proper authority to erect 
a wooden building.* They procured a lot of land of Col. 
Thomas Hutchinson, at the corner of Hanover and Clark- 
streets, set up a house of small dimensions, and finished it, 
" as is observed in an ancient manuscript, without the assist- 
ance of the more wealthy part of the community, excepting 
what they derived from their prayers and good wishes," 

The house was dedicated on the 6th of May, 1714. The 
two Dr. Mathers officiated in the ceremonies of giving the 
right hand of fellowship to the new church, and the prayers 
were as usual on such occasions. On the evening of the 
same day, the church met at the house of Mr. Butler and sign- 
ed their covenant. On the 2d of August they came to the 
choice of a pastor. At the first trial, the suffrages were divi- 
ded between Mr. John Barnard and Mr. John Webb. The 
majority was for Mr. Webb : on a second trial, he had a 
unanimous vote. The election was immediately communica- 
ted to the congregation, who were convened in another place, 
and they " universally" concurred in the choice. An invita- 
tion was presented on the 4th and accepted on the 27th of the 
same month, and the ordination of Mr. Webb took place on 
the 20th of October following. Dr. I. Mather acted as mod- 
erator. Dr. C. M. made the first prayer, and the pastor elect 
preached. The covenant was read and acknowledged : the 
church confirmed their choice, and Mr. Webb his accept- 
ance ; the moderator then gave the charge, and his son the 
right hand of fellowship, and the exercises were closed with 
singing and a blessing. 

The seventeen first associates were, Solomon and Eiias 
Townsend, Erasmus Stevens, Moses Pierce, Caleb Lyman, 
Alex'r. Sears, Eben. Clough, John Goldthwait, Sam, Gard- 
ner, Wm. Parkman, John Bassett, Joshua Cheever, Matthew 
Butler, — John Pecker, Isaac Pierce, John Gbff, and James 
Barnard. The first thirteen, together with Mr. Webb, Benja. 
Gerrish, Nath. Kenney and Lately Gee, were the original 
signers of the church covenant.! 

At the session of the general court, July, 1715, a law was 
passed ' that there be a Light-house erected at the charge of 
the province on the southernmost part of the Great Brewster, 
called Beacon Island, to be kept lighted from sunset to sun- 
rising.' 

• The govarnour might grant a Bcence on certificate of approbation from th» jnstices Qf 
leace and selectmen of Boston, by the law of 1699. 
) See Appendix, No. IV.—Historical Notices of the New North. 
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The formation of the New South Church and Society was 
the next event of moment. The first meeting on the subject 
was ' at the Bull [tavern, in Summer-street] in Boston, on 
Thursday, the 14th of July, 1716,' when it was voted, ' that 
the money received of Mr. Nath. Glover, except the charges 
arising therebn, viz. the balance, be given towards the erect- 
ing a meeting-house at the south-end of Boston, where the 
major part of the proprietors [in Mr. G.'s donation ?] shall be 
concerned.' Forty-four subscribers were soon found to en- 
gage in ' so good a work,' and ' a petilion was drawn and 
presented to the town, on Tuesday, the 20th of Sept. 1715, 
and was as follows : 

' To the inhabitants of the town of Boston, the petition of 
sundry inhabitants at the southerly end of Boston, showeth. 
That whereas we the subscribers have entered into a design, 
if we obtain leave, to erect a meeting-house for the publick 
worship of God at the south end of Boston, therefore desire 
a grant from this town of that piece or parcel of land, called 
Church Green, in Summer-street, for the erecting a meet- 
ing-house of 65 ft. long and 45 ft. broad, it being a suitable 
place for that service, and by the situation and name thereof 
intended, no doubt, by our forefathers for that purpose, and 
pray that the present selectmen of the town may be empow- 
ered to make a conveyance to the undertakers underwritten. 
Subscribed by Thomas Peck, Nicholas Boon, Samuel Adams, 
Eneas Salter, jun. Sam'l Greenleaf, Henry Hill, Jona. Simp- 
son, Eleaz. Dorby, David Craige, Wm. Engs, Eneas Salter, 
Thomas Salter, John Barton, Daniel Legre.' 

The town granted the petition, ' Provicled the said meeting- 
house be erected and improved to that use within the space 
of three years next ensuing.' This was done, and the dedi- 
cation took place on the 8lh of Jan. 1717. Rev.Benj. Wads- 
worth of the Old South and Cotton Mather both preached. 
Copies of their sermons were desired and published. Jan. 
11, a committee was appointed to supply the pulpit, with au- 
thority to allow 20«. for each sermon. Sept. 24, 1718, Mr. 
Samuel Checkley, of Boston, was unanimously chosen out of 
several candidates, and invited to become pastor of this 
church. He accepted, and was ordained, April 15, 1719. 
The covenant was signed on the same day, by H. Hill, T. 
Peck, John Clough, T. Salter, S. Adams, Sam'l. Bridgham, 
Benja. White, and Thos. Downe.* 



* Covenant of the New South Church. 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, apprehending ourselves called of God to joyne 
together in church communion, and acknowledging our unworthiness of such a priviledge, 
and our inability to keep covenant with God, or to perform any spiritual duty, unless Christ 
shall enable us thereunto j doe (humbly depending on free grace for assistance and accep-* 
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The Sixth Congregational church originated in a difficulty 
respecting the settlement of a colleague with the Rev. Mr. 
Webb, of the New North. Preparatory to that step, the 
church had adopted the following regulations, on the 13th of 
May, 1719. " First, the church shall go before and lead in 
the choice, according to the professed principles and practice 
of the churches in N. E. — 2d. Since the edification of the 
brethren of the congregation is to be considered on such an 
occasion, we are willing they should join with us in the call 
of a minister : that is to say, after the church have expressed 
their satisfaction with any particular person, we are willing 
that a major vote of the church and congregation, assembled 
together, as is usual in country towns, shall determine wheth- 
er the person, first chosen as aforesaid by the church, be 
finally settled in the pastoral office over us. And we all of 
us promise to make ourselves easy, and sit down contented 
by such determination, and purpose by the grace of God to 
do so, unless some weighty and conscientious reason oblige us 
to the contrary : but upon this condition, that our brethren 
of the congregation are willing to act upon the same princi- 
ples and to submit to the same rules." And those persons 
were to be allowed the privilege of voting, who had been con- 
stant hearers and contributors towards the support of publick 
worship, and should sign a declaration of their assent to the 
above rule. 

The 9th of September following was set apart as a day of 
prayer, and as soon as the exercises of the day were ended, 
the members of the church proceeded to cast their votes ; 
but lest there should be a breach upon the solemnities of the 
day, they were sealed up, without examination. On the morn- 



tance) in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord, and in the presence of God himself, the blessed 
angels, and all his servants here present, freely covenant, and solemnly bind ourselves, to 
serve the God, whose name alone is Jehovah, Father, Son, and holy Ghost, the only living 
and true God ; cleaving to him, as our chief good, and to our Lord Jesus Christ, as our 
only Saviour, Prophet, Priest, and King of our souls, in a way of Gospel obedience ', avouch- 
ing the Lord to be our God, and the God of our children, whom we give unto him,' counting 
it, as a high favour, that the Lord will accept of us, and our children with us, to be his 
people. We do also give ourselves, one unto another, in the Lord } covenanting to walk 
together, as a Church of Christ, In all the ways of his worship — according to the rules given 
us in his holy word ; promising, in brotherly love, faithfully to watch over one anotber^fi 
souls, and to submit ourselves to the discipline and power ot Christ, in his Chureh, and duly 
to attend the Seals and Censures, or whatever ordinances, Christ has commanded to be ob- 
served by bis people, so far, as the Lord, by his word, and Spirit, has or shall reveal unto 
us, to be our duty ; beseeching the Lord, to own us for his people, and to delight to dwell in 
the midst of us ; and that we may keep our Covenant with God, we desire to deny oiu^ 
selves, and to depend entirely on the free mercy of God, and the merits of Jesus Christy 
and wherein we shall fail, to wait on him for pardon, through his name ; beseeching the 
Lord, to own us as aOhurch of Christ, and to delight to abide in the midst of us, 
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ing of the 10th, the church met, when the votes were count- 
ed, and the Rev. Peter Thacher had 34 out of 44. On the 
16th day of the same month, the congregation met, by desire, 
to express their concurrence, if it might be, with the vote of 
the church. When the question was proposed to the conven- 
tion, a protest against the proceedings was produced, signed 
by 6 members of the church and 39 of the congregation, in 
which they charged the church ' with the base design of en- 
snaring them,' by the vote passed professedly in favour of the 
congregation. They refused to leave this memorial of their 
grievances, and probably retired, as the records state that the 
other brethren brought in their votes, which were 46, and all 
for Mr. Thacher. 

The 27th of Jan. 1720 was appointed for the installation. 
The five Congregational churches in Boston, the first in Sa- 
lem, and those at Cambridge, Dorchester, Romney-Marsh, 
and Milton, were invited to attend. A few days before the 
time appointed for the installation, ' the aggrieved brethren,' 
by the advice of Boston ministers, proposed that their differ- 
ences should be referred to a council. The church declined 
acceding to the proposal, on account of the time and manner 
in which it was brought forward. 

The appointed day arrived, and not one of the Boston min- 
isters appeared to sit in the council : of those invited from the 
neighbouring towns, only Mr. Cheever from Romney Marsh, 
and Mr. Peter Thacher of Milton came ; one with the con- 
sent of his church, accompanied by delegates, the other, 
alone, in opposition to the vote-of his church. They met at 
the house of Mr. Webb, which was at the corner of North 
Bennet and Salem-streets. The aggrieved brethren were as- 
sembled at the house of Thomas Lee, Esq. which is the house 
in N. Bennet-street, .next to the Universal meeting-house, and 
was to be passed, if the council should use the common streets 
to get to the New North. A deputation from the aggrieved 
brethren waited upon the council, with a remonstrance against 
their proceeding to business, which they wished to prevent, 
peaceably, if they could : if that could not be done, they had 
resolved to prevent the council from going to the meeting- 
house, by force. 

After some consideration and debate, the council resolved, 
that there was nothing offered or objected, which was of suf- 
ficient weight to prevent their proceeding to business. As 
going through the publick streets was likely to produce con- 
fusion and uproar, Mr. Webb, after notifying the church that 
the council were ready, led them out of a back gate into 
Love-lane (now Tileston- street), and through an alley (Rob- 
inson) which opens immediately opposite to the meeting-house, 
and thus got quiet possession of the pulpit. The house was 
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nearly filled with a promiscuous multitude, among whom were 
some of the aggrieved. These began to raise a clamour, and 
sent for their friends at Mr. Lee's, who ran to the house in a 
tumultuous manner, forced their way into the galleries, and 
in a menacing style forbade the proceedings. Some were 
very unruly and indecent, almost beyond credibility. Si- 
lence was repeatedly ordered without effect. 

The council at length determined to go on, in the best 
manner they could. Mr. Cheever put the question to such 
members of the church as were present, who were about 40, 
' Whether they confirmed their call of the Rev. Mr. Thach- 
er ?' which being passed in the aflSrmative, Mr. T. then pub- 
lickly declared his acceptance of the invitation. Mr. C. 
thereupon proclaimed ' the Rev. Peter Thacher to be the 
pastor of the New North church, regularly introduced to the 
charge.' 

The disturbance being still continued, the disaffected party 
were called upon to say what they wished for. One of them 
answered, ' that the matters in dispute might be heard and 
considered by a council.' The Rev. Messrs. W. and T. 
with the members of the church, severally assented to the 
proposal. Mr. Thacher, of Milton, then made a prayer ; the 
newly inducted pastor preached a sermon, prayed afterwards, 
and the assembly was dismissed with a blessing. 

On the next day, Mr. Webb sent to every one of the disaf- 
fected brethren of the church, in number nine or ten, to meet 
at his house, in order to adjust the business of convening a 
council. Four only appeared, and they refused to have any 
thing to do about it. The plan of forming another church 
began to be contemplated. 

The discontented members had made preparations for the 
erection of a new meeting-house, as appears from the follow- 
ing record : — ' Sundry of the north end of the town, being 
moved by the Providence of God for to build a house for the 
publick worship of God, met sundry times for the promoting 
of said work, and (Nov. 14, 1719) at a meeting of Alex'r 
Scars, Solo. Townsend, John Waldo, Owen Harris, James 
Tileston, Nath. Jarvis, Thomas Lee, Jona. Mountfort, Wm. 
Arnold, Thaddeus Macarty, James Pecker, Eben'r Bridge, 
Benj. Edwards, Peter Papillon, Thos. Dogget, Daniel Ballard, 
Rob't Oring, Edw. Pell, Sam'l Burnell, Fras. Parnell, Jas. 
Barnes, Jas. Halsy, Epbr'm Moore, they voted that some of 
them should treat with Mr. Thomas Roby, of Cambridge, for 
a certain tract or piece of land, it being the land that the 
meeting-house now standeth on.' December 20tb, a building 
committee was appointed, and the number of proprietors in- 
creased to forty before the work was completed. Mr. Ed- 
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ward Pell drew the plan of the house,* which was dedicated 
on the 10th of May, 1721. A churcht was gathered among 
the worshippers, on Wednesday, the 23d of May, 1722 ; and 
on the same day Mr. William WaJdron was^ordained the first 
pastor. 



* The same bouse is now occupied by the Second and Sixth, united as the Second Con- 
gregational Church. It was proposed by some to denomiuate it the Revenge Church, but 
instead thereof it obtained the name of North BricU, and afterwards of Ne-m Biiqk. The 
figure of a cock was, however, placed as a vane upon the steeple, in derision of IMlr.Thao^er 
whose christian name was Feter. 

t' A. Sears, S. Townsend, J. Waldo, Moses Pierce, J, Tilegtone, Josiah Baber, frgm t^e 
New North, together with Wm, Lee, Nath. Loring, Paniel Pecker, and Henry Wheeler 
and Wm. W^ldi^QD, were the original signers of the Covenant of the Ne^ Brick chi:trc^- 

. Ctyoenant of the New Bnck Churcht 

We, whose names' are hereunto sub. apprehending ourselves called of God into a cbh. state 
of the gospel, do first of all confess ourselves to be unworthy to be so highly favoured of the 
Lord, and admire that free and rich grace of his, wh. triumphs in weakn. and uiiworthin. and 
then with a|i humble reliance upon the ^ids pf grace, promised to them that are conscious of 
^eir own inability to dp any good thing ^nd humbly wait on the L. for the addition of this 
thing : — We now thankfully lay~ hold on his cov. and would choose th^ things that please 
him. — We declare our serious belief of the christian religion, as contained in the S. S. 9n4 
, heartily resolve to conform our lives to the rules of that holy r. as long as we live in tfiis 
world.— We give up ourselves to the L. Jehovah, who is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
and avouch this day to be our G. our Iteader, and receive him us our portionf. — We give up 
ourselves to the blessed Jesus, who is the L. Jehovah and adhere to him, as the L. ai his pec^- 
ple in the cov. of Gwl, ^nd rely on blm as our prophet, priest, ^nd king* to bring v& to et. 
blessedness.— We ^c^n. ourselves under inevitable Qbligi^tic^ns to ^Ip^ify G. in all the duties 
pf a godly, sober life, and es^p. in the duties of a chh- state in obedience to Chris^ and the 
enjoym. of him in all the ord. of the gospel : and we therefore depend oa his gracious assist- 
ance for the faithful discharge of the duties thus incumbent on us. — We desire and intend, 
and (depending upon |irpmised grace) we engage to wal^k together as a chh. of the L. J. C. 
in the f. and order of the gospel, so far as we shall have the same revealed to us, conscien- 
tiously attending the worship of G. the sacraments of the N. T. the discipline of his kdm. 
and all his holy institutions, in communion with one another, lovingly watching over one an- 
other, and watchfully avoiding all sinful stumbling blocks and contentions, as becomes a p. 
professing godlin. called of the L- into saich a holy cov. relation with G. and one another. — 
We do also at the same time present and offer our seed to the L- purposing with divine help 
to do our part in methods of a religious edu. training ym. up in the way of the L. that so 
they may be his. — We do ^11 this, flying to the blood of the ev. cov. for the pdn. of our sins 
and past fallings, praying that the glorious L. who is the sh. of his sheep, would prepare and 
strengthen us -fer every good wOTk, working inns that \vhich wlU be w-elli>L in his sight, to 
whom be glory forever. Amen. 

See Rev. Mr, »>teV I^iscwjrses. 

28 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

of newspapers a oonstant feast. 
And something^ there to every taste. 

Carrier's Address. 

' The second newspaper which made its appearance in 
British America was the Boston Gazette, which was first pub- 
lished for Wm". Brooker, who succeeded Campbell as post- 
master. No. 1 was issued from the press on Monday, Dec. 
21, 1719, on a half sheet of printing foolscap, on a small-pica 
type, Jolio ; and it was continued on a half sheet of that size 
of paper for several years, excepting occasionalb^ a whole 
sheet, and then one page was often left blank. It had a cut 
of a ship on the left, and one of a postman on the right of 
the title, and was " published by authority." Its imprint was, 
" Boston : printed by J. Franklin, and may be bad at the 
Post Oflfice, where advertisements are taken in." There 
were three Boston Gazettes in succession before the revo- 
lution. This was the first of them.' 

The people of Boston had suffered severely at five djffer- 
entj^eriods^ from, the small pox,- jpriof to J 721. Nineteen 
years had intervened since its last appearance, when it was 
introduced" a sixth time, by the Sal Tortugas fleet, in April of 
that year. More than half of the inhabitants were probably 
liable to it. It continued its ravages till jhe spring of„ 1722, 
when the following account was taken. 



Number of inhabitants above the MiU-creek 


- 


8018 


„ „ at North end 


- 


4549=10,567 


Of these, had the smaU pox S. of MUl-creek 


. 


3217 


„ „ at North end 


- 


2596= 5,813 




Died-S. 


490 




„ N. 


281= 771 



It was at this time that the practice of inoculation was in- 
troduced. Dr. Zabdiel Bqyiston ' is known to be the first 
physician in the British dominions that dared to do it.' He 
commenced with his own family, inoculating his.son Thomas 
and two of his servants on the 26th of June : and he met 
with success, which at that time seemed wonderful. The 
clergy of the^ town supported and encouraged him, but the 
physicians joined the populace and ogposed the practice with 

* In 1649, "ee, '78—79, '89-90, 1702. 
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all possible vehemence. By Dr.Boylston's account it appears 
that of 6739, who had had the disease in the natural way, 
844 died ; whereas of 247 cases attended by himself, and 39 
by Drs. Roby of Cambridge and Thompson of Charlestown, 
only six terminated fatally. 

A third newspaper appeared on Monday, August 17, 1721. 
It was the J\l'ew_ England Cour ant, printed and published by 
James Franklin, on aThalf sHeet of crown size printing paper, 
on a small-pica type. Imprint, ' Boston : Printed by James 
Franklin, in Queen-street, where advertisements are taken in.' 
We suppose it to have been at the Franklin Head, Court- 
street. The Courant contained very little news and very few 
advertisements. More than half the paper was, with few ex- 
ceptions, filled weekly with essays, in which mjen iji office, 
the clergy, and the prevailing religious oginions of the day 
were "attacked. A society of gentlemen furnished these es- 
says : By moderate people this society was called a set of 
Freethinkers ; by others it was denominated the Hell Fire 
Club. Their essays were at times opposed in the Gazette 
and News-Letter, and these papers were in turn warmly at- 
tacked in the Courant, but rather by satire than argument. 
The Courant soon had warm advocates and zealous, opposers. 
It roused the attention of the government and of some of the 
clergy. D£. I. Mather openly denounced the paper in an 
address to the putiTick, Jan. 29, 1722. James Franklin was 
shortly after imprisoned and forbidden to print, and the paper 
was for sometime issued in the name of his brother Benjamin, 
who was an apprentice with him, and was the unknown au- 
thor of some interesting pieces, that were inserted in the 
Courant. 

The Second Episcopal society is that which worships in 
Christ-Church, Salem-street. Its records begin thus i ' Laus 
Deo. Boston, N.E. the 2d September, 1722. At the request 
of several gentlemen, who had purchased a piece of ground 
at the north end of Boston, to build a church on, the Rev. 
Samuel Myles ordered his clerk to give notice to his congre- 
gation, that all those who were willing to contribute towards 
erecting another church, at the north end of Boston, were de- 
sired to meet at King's Chapel, the Wednesday following. 
Agreeably to which notification, several persons assembled 
and chose Mr. John Barnes, treasurer, Thomas Greaves, Esq. 
Messrs. Geo. Craddock, Anthony Blount, John Gibbins, Thos. 
Selby, and Geo. Monk, a committee to receive subscriptions 
and build a church on said ground at the north end of Bos- 
ton.' The preamble to their subscription ran thus : ' Where- 
as the Church of England, at the south part of Boston, is not 
large enough to contain all the people that would come to it ; 
and several well disposed persons having already bought a 
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piece of ground at the north part of said town to build a 
church on : We, the subscribers, being willing to forward so 
good a work, do accordingly affix to our names what each of 
us will cheerfully contribute.' 

The list of subscribers and benefactors contains the names 
of 214 persons, whose subscriptions amounted to £727. 18«. st. 

On the 13 th day of April, 1723, the corner stone of Christ 
Church was laid by the Rev. Samuel Myles, minister of 
King's chapel, accompanied by the gentlemen of his congre- 
gation. The ceremony was concluded with these words, 
" May the gates of hell never prevail against it." The build- 
ing was completed during the succeeding summer and autumn, 
and first opened for publick worship on the 29th day of Dec. 
in the same year, by the Rev. Timothy Cutler, D. D. the 
first rector of this church. The appropriate passage of scrip- 
ture from which the preacher addressed a numerous audi- 
ence on this interesting occasion was, " For mine house shall 
be called an house of prayer for all people." Isaiah Ivj. 7. 

At the opening of the church, the usual audience is stated 
to have been about 400 persons : the number of purchasers 
of pews was fifty-three.* 

The great tide, (which we alluded to, p. 109,) occurred on 
the 24th of Feb. 1723, and is thus described by Cotton 
Mather : ' It rose two feet higher than ever had been known 
unto the country, and the city of Boston particularly suffered 
from, it incredible mischiefs and losses. It rose two or three 
feet above the famous Long Wharf, and flowed over the other 
wharves and streets, to so surprising an height, that we could 
sail in boats from the Southern battery to the rise of ground 
in King-street, and from thence to the rise of ground ascend- 
ing toward the North meeting-house. It filled all the cellars, 
and filled the floors of the lower rooms in the houses and 
warehouses in town.' 

The New-England Courant ceased to be published in the 
beginning of the year 1 727, and on Monday, the 20tb of 
March in that year, the fourth newspaper, being the JVezo- 
England Weekly Journal, appeared. It was issued on a half 



* See Rev. Mr. Eaton's Historical BiscourBe. 

Pwrchtuera of Pen« in North or Christ Churck, 1723. Wm. Abraham, Jos. Amy, Anthony 

Blount, Bissell, Ballaid, Bedgood, Thos. Beanet, Walter Bro«n, Geo. Barrow, 

Boulderson, Dan*l Orackford, Wm. Clarke, Isaac Dickenson, Timo. Daniel, Dr. Thomas 

Graves, Mary Gibbs, Increase GatcbeU, Hooton,John Howard, Robt Harris, Win.Hislop, 

Bob't Harrison, Hender, North Inghani, Jenkins, Wm. Jones, James King, 

Lawlor, Moall, Oillam Phillips, Wm. Patten, Wra. Priggs, John PeleU, Wm. and Thos. 

Price, Geo. Pemberton, Henry Pigeon, Step. Pej-ks, John Racfaell, Nick. Soach, Wm. Ride- 
oat, Geo. Skinner, £dw. Stanbridge, John Sowerby, Arthur Savage, Adam Tack, RobH 
Temple, Thos Tippen, Mary Tomlius, Henry Venner, U«J. Vassal!, Robt Ward, Abr. Winter. 
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sheet of foolscap size, folio. Imprint, ' Boston ; Printed by 
S. Kneeland, at the printing-house in Queen-street, where ap- 
verlisements are taken in.' Several literary gentlemen furnish- 
ed this paper with short essays on miscellaneous subjects, 
more of a moral than of a political nature, and which, al- 
though well written did not occasion an excitement in the pub- 
lick mind like that produced by the writers for the Courant. 



CHAPTER XL. 

fair Keligion^s beauteous temples rise^ 

The altars of tbe heart's best sacrifice ; 
Various their names, yet still alike their plan. 

N. H. Wrighl. 

The Church in Federal-street (which was the thirteenth re- 
ligious society in Boston) was originally constituted by a num- 
ber of Presbyterian families from the North of Ireland, the 
descendants of emigrants from Scotland to Ireland in the 
reign of James I. They arrived in Boston in the year 1727, 
accompanied by the Rev. John Moorhead, by whose pious 
zeal and assiduity the society was established. They pur- 
chased a convenient lot at the corner of Bury-street and Long- 
lane (now called Berry and Federal-streets), and altered a 
barn, which stood on the ground, into a house of worship. 
This v^as inl 729,and the congregation having increased, they af- 
terwards added two wings to the building. This rudeand lowly 
edifice was their place of worship until 1744, when a new aiid 
convenient church was erected. At that time the society was 
in a flourishing condition. There were twelve elders, corres- 
pondent to the number of districts or sections, into which the 
congregation was divided. Mr. Moorhead (whose settlement 
took place March 30, 1730) was most cordially attached to 
his flock, and they cherished for him a reciprocal affection. 
With the zealous enforcement of doctrines which he sincerely 
espoused, he was unwearied in his endeavours to promote and 
maintain virtiious practice among his people. He was fa- 
voured with a strong constitution and his labours were unin- 
terrupted, until a few days before his decease, December 2, 
1773, in the seventieth year of his age. We are not inform- 
ed particularly of the history of the church in the interval 
between the death of Mr. Moorhead and the instalment of the 
Rev. David Annan as their pastor in 1783. Mr. A. was dis- 
missed at his own request by the Presbytery in 1786 ; and 
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soon after that event, the society in Federal-street relinquish- 
' ed the Presbyterian regimen and embraced the Congrega- 
tional order. 

' Dr. Douglass, in his Summary, speaking of Mr. Moor- 
head's congregation, has the following note. " They erected 
a Presbyterian meeting-house in Boston, Mr. John Morehead 
their presbyter, as appears by an inscription, in two col- 
umns, and not elegant. 

THE FIRST COLUMN. 

This chh. qfpreshyterian strangers was congregated an. dom. 1729. 
Anno. dom. 1 744, by a small but generous 
Ilia manebit. Labilis e contra si sit erana 
Suprema. Desiderie J. M. hujus ecclesice. 

THE SECOND COLUMN. 

TTiis building was begun anno. dom. 1 742, and finished 
Number. Hujus fundamen saxum est. Domus 
Peribit. Gloria Christi lex nostra 
Christique pastor, and first preached in May 6th. 

Latin and English interlarded is new, excepting in bur- 
lesque ; likewise the disposition of these lines is singular, and 
to be rightly understood must be read by joining the several 
lines of each column." 

' This inscription was probably in collateral columns. It 
is perplexing to read it in the form in which it is placed by 
Dr. Douglass, and it may be acceptable to have it presented 
in a more intelligible arrangement. In doing this we take the 
liberty to include the Latin portion in a parenthesis, and to 
correct a probable tj'pographical error in the third Tine of 
the inscription, substituting the word arena for erana. 

' This Church of Presbyterian strangers was congregated 
Anno Dom. 1729. This building was begun Anno Dom.l 742, 
and finished Anno Dom. 1744, by a small but generous num- 
ber. (Hujus fundamen saxum est. Domus ilia manebit. 
Labilis e contra si sit arena peribit. Gloria Christi lex nos- 
tra suprema. Desiderio J. M. hujus ecclesiae, Christique 
pastor) and first preached in May 6th.'* 



* ' We sbould infer from Dr. D. i. 368, that this inscription was placed in the church. 
There was none such in the house witliinthe recollection of any of the society.' — £ee Memoir 
appended to the Rev. Dr. Ghanning's sermon at ord. of Rev. Mr. Gannett. 

The record of baptisms for the two first years of this church gives us the following family 
names : Campbell, Knox, Miller, Sloan, Little, McCurdy, Hogg, Moor, Watts, Crosier, Ruth- 
erford, Morton, Smith, Tom, KirUland, Wilson, Young, Hodge, Shirlow, Hutchinson, Patter- 
son, Patrick, Walker, Lee, Maxwell, Ghesnut, MaGlure, Harper, Tatt, MaQuistion, Speer, 
Whipple, MaClean, Stewart, Sinclair, Mitchell, Gwinn^ NicolS) Dixon, UacDugal), Pharr, 
Robs, Mickleravie, Awel, Black, ftuigf, Bryant. 
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The Hollis-street Church rlaims the next rank in point of 
age. ' Upon a motion made by his Ex. Jonathan Belcher, 
Esq. unto William Pain, Esq. that if he with a convenient 
number would associate themselves together and build a house 
for the publick worship of God, on a piece of land belonging 
to His Excellency, in Hollis-street, at the south part of Bos- 
ton, that he, viz. His Ex. would make them a present of said 
land for that use ; upon which motion, divers persons met at 
the house of Mr. Hopestill Foster, on the 21st of January, 
1730-1 [?] and after mature consideration and debate, the fol- 
lowing persons subscribed,' viz. Wm^ Pain, Esq. Sam'l Wells, 
Esq. John Clough, Caleb Eddy, John Bennett, Silence Allen, 
Thos. Walker, John Walker, Israel How, John Blake, Hen- 
ry Gibbon, Jos. Payson, James Day, Hopestill Foster, Eben'r 
Clough,Thos.Trott, Thos.Milven, Thos. Clough, Sutton Byles, 
Alden Bass, Benja. Russell, Jos. Hambleton, Nath. Fairfield, 
John Goldsmith, Isaac Loring, Wm. Cunningham. 

On the 2d of March, the governour conveyed the land, and 
they proceeded to erect a house 40 feet by 30, with a steeple. 
It was finished and dedicated June 18, 1732. On the 14th of 
November, ' the church was gathered, with fasting and pray- 
er, assisted by the ministers of the town. The person Vvho 
more immediately formed them was the Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Sewall,' of the Old South, who drew the church covenant.* 



* Tht Hollis-street Church Covenaftt^ 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, apprehending ourselves called in the proTi- 
dence of God, though unworthy, to unite in chh. fellowship, and seek the settlement of all 
the gospel institutions among us, do now enter into covenant with G. and one another, as 
follows : 1. We declare our belief of the S. S. as the word of G. and perfect rule of faith 
and obedience, resolving, by his grace, to conform to them ; and we adhere to the faith and 
order of the gospel as exhib. by these chbs. in their conf. of faith and platform of chh. dis- 
cipline, for the substance of them. 2. We give up ourselves in an everlasting covenant to 
the L. Jehovah, who is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as to our creator, redeemer, 
and sancti£er, to love, obey, and serve him forever. 3. We own and submit to the L. J. C. 
as the head of his body the chh. receiving and relying upon him as the great high priest, 
prophet, and king of our salvation. 4. We give ourselves each to other by the will of G. 
engaging by his help to carry it towards one another as fellow members in chh. society, to 
watch over one another in brotherly 1. and to walk together in a due subjection to, and at- 
tendance upon the orders and ordinances appointed by C. and enjoined his chbs. in the gos^ 
pel. 5. We thankfully acknowledge, that our posterity are included in the gospel cove- 
nant, and accordingly promise to bring them up in the nurture and adm. of the L. and to 
own them in their covenant relation, according to the rule of God's word. 6. We promise 
to do our endeavour to procure the settlement and continuance of all the offices and officers 
appointed by G. the great shepherd for the edification of his chh. and to do our duty faith- 
fully for their maintenance and encouragement, and to carry it towards them as the gospel 
requires. 7. We promise to preserve communion with the chhs. of 0. walking together in 
the faith and order of the gospel, by giving and rec. mut. counsel and assistance in all cases 
wherein it shall be needful. And now we repair to the blood »f the great sacrifice for the 
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The names of the first members were John Clough, Jos. Pay- 
son, Henry Gibbon, Jas. Day, Jona. Neal, Hopestill Foster, 
EbenV Clough, Nath. Fairfield, John Cravatb,' Alden Bass, 
John Blake, Thomas Trott, Isaac Loring. November 20th, 
they ' voted to call the Rev. Mr.Mather Byles to take the pas- 
toral care and charge of them,' and ' after this the congrega- 
tion were also called together and allowed the privilege of a 
written vote.' They unanimously concurred, and Mr. Byles, 
having ' advised with the united ministers of the city,' accep- 
ted the call, and was ordained on Wednesday, the 20th of 
December, preaching his own ordination sermon, from 2 Tim. 
" ii. 17. 

' By reason that the Chapel was full, and no pews to be 
bought by new comers,' the first step towards the formation 
of Trinity Church appears to have been taken on the 25lh of 
April, 1728, when the piece of land on which the building 
stands, at the corner of Summer-street and Bishop-alley (now 
Hawley-street) was conveyed by Wm. Speakman to Leonard 
Vassal!, John Barnes, John Gibbens, apothecary, on condition 
that they shall and ^vill with all convenient speed immedi- 
ately after the said conveyance endeavour to procure a 
building to be erected on the said land, for the worship of 
God : — which building or church they, any or either of tbem, 
shall take care to be contrived and disposed, both within and 
without, as they or any or either of them, in the absence of 
the Other, shall find and judge most conducing to the decent 
and regular performance of divine service, according to the 
rubrick of the common prayer book, used by the church of 
England, as by law established.' A subscription was com- 
menced April 6, 1730, and continued Oct. 17, 1733, and the 
subscribers were to be ' repaid, in proportion as money arises 
from the sale of the pews, or any benefactors.' The corner- 
stone was laid, April 15, 1734, and bears the following inscrip- 
tion : Trinity Church. This corner stone wits laid by the Rev. 
Mr. Commissary Price, the 1 5lh April, 1 734.' 

On the 15th of August, 1735, ' the Rev. Mr. Thomas Har- 
ward read prayers according to the rubrick of the church of 
England, and the Rev. Roger Price, his lordship's [the 
Bishoip of London's] commissary preached the first sermon in 
Trinity church, from Heb. x. 23 — which sermon was preach- 
ed before a large number of people. His EscelleBcy Jonathan 
Belcher, Esq. being present.' Services were somewhat sta- 

(lardon of all our sins, depencUog entirely upon our L. J. G. for acceptance with 6. and for 
his good spirit to enable us to keep bis holy covenant And we bumbly ask tbe pray- 
ers of God's people, that we and our ofi^pring may obtain all the blessings of this 
eoTeaaat, for tbe ieke of Jesus Christ, to whom with God the Father, and God the Holy 
Ghost, be glory in the churches forever. Amen. 
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tedly performed in this church, by the [episcopal] ministers 
of the town, until Mr. Addington Davenport, who was assis- 
tant to Mr. Price at the chapel, (and a very popular man 
among the dissenters,) was invited to become their minister. 
The first overtures were made to him, Dec. 5, 1737, and he 
expressed his assent on condition ' the Bishop of London 
should grant him leave.' A correspondence was instituted to 
effect this object, which was accomplished ; and on ' May 8, 
1740, Mr. Dayenport caaie into the church, with the commit- 
tee, and accepted the invitation : thereupon by the proprie- 
tors was presented and inducted into the church, invested in 
all the benefits and perquisites of the same, and accordingly 
put into possession in the manner of a donative church.'* 

There had been several ineffectual efforts towards the es- 
tablishment of a regular market in Boston, previous to the 
period to which our history has advanced. At length a vote 
was obtained March 11, 1734, ' to choose a committee to 
think of and assign three suitable places for erecting markets, 
and the cost and charge thereof:' 517 being the number in 
favour of the proposal, and 399 against it. April 24th, in 
town-meeting, ' It is voted and ordered, that Three places be, 
and hereby are at present assigned for the aforesaid Market. 
And that they may be made fit and commodious for the re- 
ception of such as from time to time may bring their Com- 
modities there for Sale, that the Sum of sevm hundred pounds 
be allowed and paid out of the Town-Treasury, to Thomas 
Fitch, Edward Hutchinson, Thomas Palmer, Jacob Wendell, 
Esqrs., Messieurs Nathanael Cunningham, James Watson, 
Fransis Willoughby, and John Steel, to enable them to Effect 
the Buildings, and other necessarys at the Three, several pla- 
ces assigned for that use. And that a piece of Land, — front- 
ing on the mainstreet leading to Roxbury, known by the 
Name of Orange-Street, over against the House and Land of 
Thomas Downe, there measuring seventy feet, is pitch'd upon 
for one of the Places. That the Town's Ground, or open 
space on the Town Dock or Wharf commonly call'd Dock- 
Square, be another Place. And that the Open Space before 
and about the Old North Meeting-house, is fixed upon and de- 
termined for the third Place, where the Market is to be kept 
and carried on.' . 



* The first officers of Trinity cliurcli were, Wm. Speakman, Joseph Dowse, Wardens^ — 
Lawrence Lutwicb, Charles Apthorp, Wm. Cofiin,. James Griffin, John Marrett, Henry 
Laughton, Peter Kenwood, John Arbuthhot, Benjamin Faneuil, Rufus Green, Philip Puma- 
resq, Thomas Aston, John Hamack, Fcrfry-Tnen, — John Crosby, rferit, — John Hooker, watfon, 
chosen April 24, 1739. ' The holy sacrament of the Lord's supper was first administered 
June 17th, 1739, by Mr. Davenport ; the ttev. Samuel Seabnry, of New-Loaden, assUted.' 

29 
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'Clerks of the market were '^poiht^A to atieiiSi 'at 'each '6f 
those places, aind with 'other rtil^s for rSgiifetih^ the 'tnaifkefe, 
It Was 
, '^ Ordered,'that every Day in the Week, eXc^jJt'thie EOrd's 
'Day, or dther T)ays 'set aipai't b|y this'^dverninerit fbr Riellg- 
lous Service, be a Market Day, ahd'tTidt a Bell be 'dkily 'ifiiag 
|at the'Oprining of the Market, Which shall be at the Rising bf 
'the Sun, thrdiigh the 'w'hdre Yeiar, from 'which ilour till the 
•Hour of One, Post Meri'dieh, sh^ll foreVer berfesifler be deerii- 
ed artd held Market Bdurs.' 

The Court of general Sessioris of the pieace approved Hie 
'^cHenie adopted by the tbVn, 'and publidk notice was given 
by SamuelGerrish, toWn clerk, 'that the said markets will 
13e opened on Tuesday the fourth day of June next.' The 
'i^ews-Letter of June 6th, 'gives (he following account and re- 
barks. 'On Tuesday mornfng last, being the4(h of June, at Suh- 
'risirig, the Bell rang the first tihie foi^ bpenihg the publick Mar- 
'ketslhe first tinie in tbis Town, at the three several places as- 
'sigfied, and nbwconvehiently prepared therefbr, agreeable to an 
'OriJer 6r By-La W of the Town, legally approved, ratified, and 
cohfiiTiied by the Court'of General Sessions of the Peace for 
the C6unty of Suffolk : which Order has been" published in 
this and the other publick News Papers. The Concourse of 
'People (Sellers, Biiyers, and Spectators) at the Market Places 
Vas very censiderabIe;'abun'danceof Provisions were brought 
thtther for Sale. Those that exceeded in Goodness and 
Cheapness, M^ent off quick, but those' that were poor or dear, 
inbi-e slowly. It's thb't the said Markets carried on con- 
fotitiable to tbe Restrictions, Lnhitations, and Regulations of 
"ihe' said Order, Vill by Experience be found very beneficial, 
'as to this great Town in general, and to our Country Friendsin 
particular, in matiy RespecHs, but more especially in havitig 
certain fixed Places 6f Resort both for selling and buying 
the Necessaries of Life from'Day to Day : And the cheaper 
and better the Commodities brought for Sale are, certainly 
the moi-e vendable th^y Will be ; which lio- doubt will induce 
pur Country Neighbours to endeavour to bring as good to the 
Markets' as they can : — THdr Iritertet,'as wellas the TitihCs, 
'has been jointly consuVted and aimed atherein.' 

Many people were dissatisfied with this experiment, aiid in 

-the course- of three years the- clerks were ■tJiscontimied,-the 

Soutfar end market converted into shops, <he North taken 

down to be used" in constructing a work-house, and the one 'at 

the T6wn-dock was demolished by a' mob. 

We pt'oteted to nOTite the formation' of the Ninth Ctiiigrega- 
tiona,!' society or the dhiirch in Lynde-street, balled the Wfest 
church, which was ' gatbered,' to use the techhidal language 
of our fathers, 'on the third of January, 1 736. The covenant 



Vfas, svijbscribed by ^^venteen pj?r^pns, after sqi^fr^ TJ^lsJer 
atvd preaching, in presence of Thomas If rince, W,^"^ W "^^ 
Old Sputh, and Thppias Foxcroft, past,or of tlie pi;5,^ fhwr^rhf 
On the saipe day Mr. Wm. i^opper, whp was ejippbyed a^ ^ 
private tuto^ ip a, fa,n\ily near town, was uneiuJijfjov^^ly cl^o^e,ii 
their pastor. Bjlf. H. vyas a patives of Scotla,pd, a; nian 9I 
Djore than ordinary pft^y§r§ of min^, of a, noble aspect, an 
fjpqifiient, popular pr^chejf : it v^as o.p his accpu^t chiefly, ^5 
tii?re is i;'easofl to think, t^iat thisj c|;i\ifcl;i wj\s formed. H^ 
yras, ordained on the IStJi of 1^^, 1737. Tbe perS;ops ^b*? 
Bprmed the p^iurch vyerf Hugh Hall, Wvi\. Stodda,rd, frotn thi^ 
Oicl South ; James Gppph, ji;. J[phn Dari-pll, Johtu Daniells, 
fr^ th^e First church ; Jos. Ricks, John Pierce, Samuel 
gprague, Jos. Badger, from prattle-street ; AYm. WiJ,UaBfis, 
ffonft first church in Cambridge ; Eph,. Copeland, A'^uati 
^daWi Jphn Spot, f?'om the New Npftt^ ; IJV'm. ^or^, ii;om 
the Old Noyth ; and J^s. ^s^tspn, Rofiert Watt, J[ohn ijlonatt, 
uot- before church membpfs. ^Il tbe CpngregatioAM church- 
es in town, tpgether v^ith SJr. L? Meycief's, jypre invjted to 
^^sist i|) the ordinatiop. All the papts in the ^olempities were 
E|§sigpe<^ by the church, ei^cept t^e righ( hand 0|f fe)ipwship, 
whjcii tt;^ cpuncil claimed a right to ^ssign."^ 



* See |ler. Dr. Loyiel^'s H^tprical Disc. Pep- ^1, 1820. 

Cou^n^Tif of, the f^es^ Church, 

1. 1^ declare our belief of the S. S. as the word of God, and perfect rule of faith and 
^ediencCi resplvjp^ ^y his grace to <;oqf<t>;^ to theip. And w^ adhere to the faith and or- 
^er 9f tl^^ Qospels, ^ exhibit^ by these churches ip their confession o^ fai^h and platfornp 
of church discipline fpr the substance pf t|ieni. 2. We glv^ up ourselves in an everlasting cor- 
^n^n( to the Loi:d Jehoyab w)io is the father, (he Son and the Holy Spirit, as to our Creator, 
Redeeivf r and Saucier, to love, ohe^ and s^rve him forever. 3. We own and submit to 
t^^ L. J. G. as the head of his body the church, receiving and relying upon him as the great 
High Priest, Prophet and Sing of our Salyation. 4. We give ourselves each to other by 
the ^111 of God, engaging by bis help to carry it towards one another as fellow members in 
(;hh. society, to watch oyef que another jn brot^eifly love, an^ to walls together in a due sub- 
jection to aifd a^f^ndance upop fjif prders and ordinances appo|nfed by C^hri^t, and enjoyn- 
$d his chprchps jp the Gospel. 5. We thank^l^ acknpv^ledge that oiir posterity are inclu- 
de^ in Uie gospel covenant^ ^nd accordingly promise to bring them up in the nurture an^ 
admonition of the Lorfi, and to own them in iheir covenant relation according to the rules 
of God's wbrd. 6, We promise to do our endeavour to procure the settlement and con- 
tinuance of all the officers appointed by Christ the great Shepfi^rd for the edification of liis 
church, and to do our duty faithfully for their maintenance and.encpuragement, and to car- 
ry it toward^ 4}^m as the Gospel requi):^. ,7, Tigp p^pise to preserve coinmunipp wit^ 
thf churches of ^ri^t wal^^^ tp^ef^^ in t^f f^tli pnd order of the Gospel, by giving an^ 



we repair to ^he Bipod of the ^eat Sacrifice for the pardon of all our sins, depending en- 
tirely upon our L. J. C. for acceptance ^ith God, and for his good Spirit, to enable us to 
keep his holy covenant. And we humbly ask the prayers of God's people, that we and our 
offspring may obtain all the blessings of tins covenant, for the sake of J. G. to whom with 
God the Father, and Qod |he Holy iSlioBt, he glory in the churches foreve^. Amen. 
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In 1738 the district of Romney Marsh was separated from 
Boston, and incorporated into a town by the name of Chelsea. 
There was greait opposition to this step on the part of the old 
town, and the principal objection was raised on the ground 
that it would lessen the ability of the town to bear the burden 
of taxes, some of the wealthy inhabitants residing or own- 
ing property at the Marsh, which would thus be placed be- 
yond the reach of the assessors. An attempt had been made 
two years before, by the country towns in the county of Suf- 
folk, to rid themselves of the expense of a connection with 
Boston, by having the town erected into a county by itself, 
but the opposition from Boston was at that time successful. 

The religious world had now experienced a state of quiet 
for more than fifty years. Primitive zeal in practice and 
strictness in principle had given place to feelings, which sa- 
voured more of indifference and unconcern. Individuals were 
sometimes emboldened to lift their voices to warn or to re- 
prove, but it was only to be heard and be disregarded. The 
arrival of the celebrated George Whitefield roused the whole 
continent from this sort of lethargy. Wherever he appeared, 
crowds thronged to hear his exhortations. Multitudes atten- 
ded him in his journeys from place to place, and hia.progress 
was regularly reported in the papers of the day. We find 
his entrance and stay in Boston thus related : — 

' On Thursday evening (Sept. 18, 1740) the Rev. Mr. 
Whitefield arrived here by land from Rhode Island, being 
met on the road and conducted to town by several gentle- 
men. The next day in the forenoon he attended prayers in 
the King's Chapel, and in the afternoon he preached to a 
vast congregation in the Rev. Dr. Colman's meeting-house; 
Saturday, in the forenoon, at the [Old] South church, to a 
crowded audience ; and in the afternoon to about 5000 peo- 
ple on the Common. Lord's-day, A. M. he went to hear Dr. 
Colman, and in the afternoon, having preached to a great 
number of people at the Old Brick church, the house not be- 
ing large enough to hold those that crowded to hear him, he 
went and preached in the field to at least 8000 persons. On 
Monday he preached in the morning at Mr. Webb's, and was 
to have served in the afternoon at Mr. Checkley's, but for an 
accident which happened just before the time when the ser- 
vice was to begin. Some person broke a piece of board, in 
one of the galleries, to make a seat of it. The noise alarmed 
some that heard it, and they imprudently cried out that the 
galleries were giving way. The house being prodigiously 
crowded, the whole congregation was put into the utmost con- 
fusion and disorder ; so that, being in the greatest concern 
how to save their lives, some jumped off the gallery into the 
seats below, others out of the windows ; and those below 



HISTORY OF BOSTON. 229 

pressing to get out of the porch doors in haste, several were 
thrown down one over another, and trod upon by those who 
were crowding out. Many were exceedingly bruised, and 
others had their bones broken : five persons died within two 
days. Mr. Whitefield's presence of mind did not forsake 
him ; he led the anxious throng immediately to the Common, 
and preached to them from the words, Go ye out into the 
highways and hedges and compel them to come in.' Mr. 
Whitefield continued this incessant labour here for a week, 
then travelled eastward a few days, returned and spent the 
second week of October in and about Boston. He preached 
his farewell sermon, of a sabbath evening, on the Common, 
' where it is supposed upwards of 23,000 people attended.' It 
is almost needless to observe that opinions were various con- 
cerning the benefit achieved by this visit. Whether evening 
lectures had been in practice before, we know not, but we find 
it advertised, as if it were something new, that one is now 
(Oct. 21.) established, to be held weekly, at Dr. Colman's 
church. 

Considering that the Tenth Congregational, the Second 
Baptist, and the Eleventh Congregational churches, took 
their rise from circumstances, which ' possibly had some con-' 
nexion with the religious excitements of this period,' we shall 
bring an account of those churches into this chapter. The 
Tenth Congregational was that which is known as Samuel 
Mather's. This gentleman was a son of the venerated Cotton 
Mather, and, after his father's death, was chosen, Jan. 28, 1732, 
to supply his place as colleague with the Rev. Joshua Gee, 
at the Old North. 'He was recommended to them not only by 
their respect for the ancient family, but by his own character 
for diligence, zeal, and learning, of which he certainly pos- 
sessed an uncommon share. His union with the people of 
the Old North continued but nine years, when, on account of 
some dissatisfaction with his preaching, which was thought 
by some not to be sufficiently explicit upon certain points of 
doctrine, together with some other grounds of uneasiness, a 
division took place in the church.' Mr. Mather first asked a 
dismission in Feb. 1741, which the church declined to grant, 
and the matter was submitted to a council, in compliance with 
whose advice they voted, Oct. 23,' to dismiss him from his 
pastoral relation and allow him a year's salary. On the 21st 
of Dec. following, a number of the ' brethren gave the church 
to understand, that they conscientiously thought themselves 
called to promote the building of a new meeting-house,' and 
were accordingly dismissed. Their number was thirty. On 
the 29th of the 5th month, 1742, sixty-three women were dis- 
missed to unite with them, and it is probable that their meet- 
ing-house was ready to be occupied about that time. It was 



lecaipd! at the coroer of North, Bennett and HaDkover street*. 
Mr. M. received a diploma of. doctor of divwty froia. Har- 
vard CoJibge in 1773* He conitrinued in (be pastoral office 
until Us deaitb, which took place Jv,ne 27, 1783, at the advanc- 
ed' age oi s«venty-nine years. * He left positive orders, that 
hisi internaent sbouW be private ^ftd without any ceremopy-^ 
also signified his desire tfeat he might mi baye any funeral 
encomiums from amy quarter.' Most of the persons who were 
at thait tiffie worshipping with biea, returned by his advice (o 
the church from which they came out, and the house was 
soon after purchased and enlarged for the accQm.^c^tiqn ^ 
a society of another denomination. It was a weioden building. 

' What is called the Second Baptist church in Boston com- 
menced in tbe follo>wing manner, A number ^ brethren, 
who had for some time enjoyed cptQEEtunion. in the First Bap^ 
list church in this tewn, became dissatisfied with the doctrinaj 
sentiments of their then pastor, Rev, Jeremiah Condy, They 
charged him with having departed frpm the sentiments qq 
which the church originally covenanted.' After statipg their 
views to him in writing, under date of Sept. ?9, 1 742, and not 
ebtaining any satisfactory answer, they withdrew from his 
ministry, and on the 37th pf July, 1743, three of their num- 
ber (James Bownd, John Procter, and Ephrajm Bo^vvorth,) 
covenanted together as a church, ' purposing, by the Lord's 
grace enabling, to hold fast those great thoiigh now oiueh e^- 
ploded doctrines, of election, justification by faith alone, par- 
ticular redemption, final perseverance, E(nd original sin 
or the total depravity and absolute enmity of all mapHind, by 
their fall in Adam, to God and the gospel of his gjon, until 
irresistible grace do change the hearts of those who are the 
elect of God.' On the same day, John Dahiify and Thomas^ 
Boucher, then Epbraim Bownd, and then Thomgs Lewis, 
acknowledging the aforenamed persons ' tp be ffje First Bap- 
tist church in Boston,' were admitted to be fellow members. 
The meeting was then adjourned tp the evening, wbea they 
made choice of Mr. Eph. Bownd to take the pastoral charge 
of them. His ordination tpok place pn Wednesday, Sept. 
7th, at Warwick, R. I. 

This gpciety held their ]Lord's-day meetipgs for publick 
worship, at the dwelling-bpiise of Mf- Janoes Bownd, jp 
Sheaf-street, near Cf^p's till, frpm Oct. 3, 1742, wntij J^^e 
S, 1 745, when tbey rempve4 to Mr, Procter's scb/?qlrhpp§§, 
and tbeee met until Lord's-day, MaFch 1|, 1746, vhen the 
first sermon was pr^achied in th^jf new meetiog-house, whicl) 
Btpod op the sppt now occupied by the church. It was a 
wooden building of 4$ by 83 ft, ^pfefeed in a plain, but Recent 
styk. Nflar the head (of the fcrp^d mW w*s prepared a font 
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or Cistern, in which their candidates weroimniersed : it con- 
tinued in use for more than 'forty years.* 

A narrative of the founding and settling ofithe flew-gather- 
€d [Eleventh] Cohgi*egalional church 'in Boston, wa-spublish- 
»ed by the Rev. Andrew Croswell, 'their pastor. It states, 
that on the 17th'of February, 174fi,iatnumber'oOpersons5 al- 
most all of whom were members ^of other cburcbes, thinking 
it for the glory of God 'to be a ^distinct, but not a'^separaie 
church, (as was expressed in:seveFal lelters^sent forai^miB- 
sions,) did, after solemn fasting and iprayer, embody into 'a 
•church state. The articles and covenant with which they 
were embodied are given at large in Mr. Croswell's narrative. 
The covenant is almostword for word like 'that of ibeiNew 
Brick church. In their articles they require ' it as agreeable 
to Scripture, that those who are admitted members of our 
^church should give an aecountdf a work of the lawand of 
the gospel upon their souls,' first to the minister and ;after- 
ward to the church. They require the same from aiiy can- 
didate for the ministry, ' to prevent, (say they,) as muoh as 



* After an introduction j appeating- tdtbeSl S, pritnatily, and to tbe> London Baptist! print- 
-ed Oonfession, 3ubordinately,-as-the rule! and standard of their toithani^praotic&and church 
dUcipline} we find the 

-CotevcaM of the Second Baptist Church. 

We whose uamesare hereafter written, viztJ some that it hath pteased G6d through ' the 
riches of bis grace to call out of darkn. into bis marv. light, a&d to reveal his son in us, 
Vhereby we know that the L. is our God, and having' shown unto ns our dUty and prlv> as 
believers, (vizt. not only to separate from the world both as to doctrine and practice and 
worship, but also to congregate and embody ourselves into ebb. state,)and being thro'< grace 
well satisfied concerning our mutual nearness to the Lord, and standing together in the per- 
son of Christ, and being brought in some blessed measure into oneness Of sp- being baptized 
* by one s. into one body, ahd'being agteed in the great and sublime truths of the gospel, ■ we 
-do therefore in the name and fear of the L. give^up ourselves Unto the ^L. and unto one 
another by the will of G. to walk together as a chh. of C. in the fp. of the gospel, and in the 
' vbservance and practice of the law^ and ordinances, wh. C. hath appointed hU N. T. churches 
to be in the pract. of, so far as he bath or shall enlighten us into the kn. of our du^ and 
priv. and as the L. shall please to help us. We will freq. assemble ourselves together, as a 
chh. of G. to attend upon our L> in the service of his house, esp. every first day of the week ; 
and as we shall be enabled by his grace and conducted by his sp. we will stand up together 
for the truth and cause of G. against all opp. raised' against it by the world and carnal pro- 
fessors ; and by the sam6 help we will watch over one another in the L. And as we shall 
1>e under the conduct of Jehovah the Spirit, we will keep the doors of God's bouse open 

-^ alSvays to believers in Ci who are sound in faith about the salv. of God's elect as. it is by -the 
Father's grace thro' the Son's redemption ; and as our G.< will help us, we will- keep them 
always shut ag*. unbelievers and profligate persons. And now as a test, of our cordial belief 
of those former doctrines of f. contained in the printed declaration afsd. and of our holy reso- 

~ liitionTnThe sirSngtE"of 'graccno stand and Walk' together iil the^ fp. of the^gospel," we~ call 
*ot only heaivea and earth to witness but we also sid}scribe the same with our hands . 
See AemZ>)*. fitflilHrtn^ Dedication Sermon, 1811, and New ¥ear'»Sisc. -1834. 
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m US lies, any unconverted minister being ever concerned 
with this church.' They noaintain, that, in case of incorrigi- 
ble fault ina minister, ' this church hath full power to take 
from him that power over them which they gave to, him, 
though, as we profess ourselves to be Congregationalists, we 
think that, in such and other difficult cases, it would become 
us as Christians to seek the advice and assistance of other 
•churches of Christ :' and they acknowledge the Westminster 
Confession ' to be an excellent system, though no human com- 
posures are perfect and of divine authority.' 

Mr. Croswell was invited by this church to become their 
pastor. The church in Groton (Conn.) over which he had 
been settled, having voted him ' liberty to act as he thought 
duty, he gave an answer in the affirmative in publick, declar- 
ing to all present, that the design of himself and his friends 
was only to be a distinct church, and that they professed no 
•separation from Calvinistical ministers.' 

About the latter end of August, the church sent letters to a 
variety of churches to come and assist in the instalment, 
which was to be, Oct. 5, 1748. The [Old] South church in 
Boston utterly refused to be concerned in the affair, judging 
it had ' an unhappy tendency to crumble the other Congrega- 
tional churches in town into small societies.' The council 
considered the objections, but thought them of insufficient 
weight to prevent their proceeding ' to the instalment, which 
was carried on in a very reverent and godly manner.' 

The narrative goes on to say, ' God knew the place where 
we assembled was too strait and the difficulties that would 
attend our biiilding an house, and therefore he himself found 
an house for us.' It was the meeting-house of the French 
Protestant church,* which, as we have before related, was 
about this time dissolved. They disposed of their right in 
the house in School-street to Thomas Fillebrown, James Dav- 
enport, Wm. Hickling, N. H. Proctor, and Thos. Handaside 
Peck, as trustees of Mr. Croswell's church. We have sought 
in vain for the records of this society, and are therefore una- 
ble to say how long it maintained a visible standing among 
the churches of Boston. Mr. Croswell became blind in the 
latter part of his life, but, notwithstanding that infirmity, con- 
tinued his professional labours; and could always he depend- 
ed upon, in cases of emergency, to favour his brethren with 
an extempore sermon ; he died ' April 12, 1785, in the 77th 
year of his age.' The meeting-house soon after passed into 
the hands of another people. 

* It has not been usual to include this in our enumeration of the Cougregational cburch- 
tt i though It appears to have been considered a sister-church in cases of ordination. 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

oil ! is there not some patriot, in whose power 

That best, that godlike luxury is placed, 

Of blessing thousands, thousands yet unborn. 

Through late posterity i Thonwon. 

After the destruction of the old market-houses, the opin- 
ion of the inhabitants continued to be as various as before, 
some very earnestly desiring, and others as violently opposing 
the re-establishment of them. In the year 1740, Peter 
Faneuil, Esq. made an offer to build, at his own expense, a 
complete structure or edifice on the town's land in Dock- 
square, to be improved for a Market, for the sole use, benefit, 
and advantage of jhe town, provided that the town would 
pass a vote authorizing it, and lay the same under such prop- 
er regulations as should be thought necessary, and constantly 
support it for the said use. On the 14th of July, a town meet- 
ing was held, when a petition of Thomas Palmer and others 
to the number of 340 was read, praying that the town would 
accede to the proposal. A vote of thanks to Mr. F. was im- 
mediately passed without opposition : but when the question 
came, whether the town would authorize a market to be built, 
it was carried by a very small majority : 367 yeas to 360 
nays. The work was accordingly commenced on the 8th of 
the following September, and it was finished Sept. 10, 1742, 
on which day ' Mr. Sam'l Ruggles, who was employed in 
building the market-house, waited on the selectmen by order 
of P. Faneuil, Esq. and delivered them the key of said house.' 
'On the 13th, a meeting of the town was held in the Hall, and a 
motion was made, by the Hon. John Jeifries, Esq. that the 
thanks of the town be given to Peter Faneuil, Esq. for his no- 
ble and generous benefaction of the Market-house to the 
town, which, as an instance of gratitude in the town to its 
amiable benefactor, we have thought proper to transcribe. 

' In Town Meeting, Boston, Sept. r3th, 1743. 

' Whereas information was given to this town, at their meet- 
ing, in July, 1740, That Peter Faneuil, Esq. had been gen- 
erously pleased to oflfer, at his own proper cost and charges, 
to erect and build a noble and complete structure, or edifice, 
to be improved for a Market, for the sole use, benefit, and ad- 
vantage of the town ; provided the town of Boston would 
pass a vote for that purpose, and lay the same under such 
proper regulations as shall be thought necessary,and constantly 
30 
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support it for the said use. And whereas at the said meeting it 
was determined to acceptof the offer or proposal aforesaid; and 
also voted that the selectmen should be desired to wait upon 
Peter Faneuil, Esq. and to present the thanks of this town 
to him, and also to acquaint ^im,that the town have, by their 
vote, come to a resolution to accept of his generous offer of 
erecting a Market House on Dock Square, according to his pro- 
posal. And whereas Peter Fanucrl, Esq. has, in pursuance 
thereof, at a very great expense, erected a noble structure, far 
exceeding his first ^roposal^ inasmuch as ^t contains not only a 
large and sufficient accommodation for a Market place, but has 
also superadded, ^ ^p^pious and most beautiful Town Hall, 
over it, and several q^er cpnvcnient rooms, which may prove 
very beneficial tp the town, for offices, or otherwise. And the 
said building being now finished, has delivered possession there- 
of to the selectmen, fgr the use of the town ; it is therefore 
' voted, That the town do, with the utmost gratitude, receive 
and accept this most generous and noble benefaction, for the 
use and intentions it is designed for, and do appoint the Hon. 
Thomas Curbing, Esq. the moderator of this meeting, the 
Hon. Adan) WinthcQp, Edward Hutchinson, Ezekiel Lewis, 
and Samuel Waldo, Esqrs. Thomas Hutchinson, Esq. the 
Seleptmen and the Representatives of the town of Boston, 
the lion, Jacob Wendell, Esq. James Bowdoin, Esq. Andrew 
Qliveri Es.q. Capt. Nathaniel Cunningham, Peter Chardon, 
Esq. and Mr. Charles Apthorp, to wait upon Peter Faneuil, 
Esq. and in the name of the town, to render him their most 
hearty thank; for so bountiful a gift, with their prayers, that 
this, and pther expressions of his bounty and charity may 
be abundantly recompensed with the divine blessing.^ 

A number of laws were passed for the regulation of the 
Market. A Clerk was to be annually . appointed, and Mr. 
Faneuil hetd liberty to nominate one to serve until the annual 
meeting, in March. 

Anpther vote unanimously obtained, That in testimony of 
the town's gratitude to Peter Faneuil, Esq. and to perpetuate 
his memory, that the Hall over the Market place, be named 
Faneuil Hall, and at all times hereafter, be called and known 
by that name. And as a further testimony of respect, it was 
voted, that Mr. Faneuil's picture be drawn at full length, at 
the ejcpense of the town, and placed in the Hall ; and the 
Selectmen were charged with the commissigit, which was ac- 
cordingly executed. 

The building was of brick, two stories in height, and meas- 
ured 100 ft. by 40> It was esteemed one of the best pieces 
of workmanship and an ornament to the town. The hall 
would contain 1000 persons, there were convenient apartments 
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for the oflBces of the town, besidt^s a room for a naval office, 
and a notary publick; 

Mr. Faneuil did not long survive to enjoy these honours or 
the gratitude of his townsmert. T h& town lost its friend by a 
sudden and premature death, March 3,1743 ; and at the next 
meeting of the inhabitants in the hallj March 14th, a funeral 
oration was delivertd by Mr. John Lovell, master of the 
South grammar school. As the first specimen of eloquence 
uttered in the future Cradk of Liberty^- this oration is- a^ prec- 
ious relick : to preserve it is, moreover, a tribute due to the- 
mem,ory of Faneuil, and we therefore subjoin ittothis accooint;* 

FUNERAL' ORATION ON PETEH FANEUIL, ESft. 

' I stand in this place, my felliiw townsmeh, and my Wbt-fhy 
patrons, at the call of those to whod ybii have cotiimittdd' thii 
direction of your piiiblick affairsi to condole with you for the' 
loss of youf late generous beHefactor, the Founder of tHiS 
house. Certain I am, there are numbers in this great' assem- 
bly, who shbuld upon this occa'sion have done more justice to 
his mdmopy, arid have better distiharg'd tiie office that' is en- 
jbined me. But the cdmman'ds' of those"(for sucb Imust al- 
ways esteem their desires) who have devolved this chai-ge 
upon nie, and the'v^fietatiori IhaVe for the virtues of the de- 
ceas^d, dbligd riie to bear what little pari I caii, in a grateful 
acknowledgment of the just reward dUe to thfe memory of a 
man, whose name, lam sure, will never be forgotten among us. 

' How sbon, alas ! i^ our'jby for having foufid such ai bene- 
factor, dhang'd intd mourning foi" th^ loS's of him ! Bbt'a'fev^ 
months arfe'piss'di sincd we were framing votes', and cdnsult- 
ihg the bfest'ra'easnres tb e'xpress our grattttidfe' f6r his un'exkm- 
filed favours';, and'the flr'stahn^ial rtleeting' within thesti' walls 
that werS rak'd by his bounty, finds us assembled in the 
deepest sdrr'ow for his decease.' 

' InstknCes of mortality are never more affecting than in 
those' whose lives' have'Beein pubhck blessings. Surety then, 
eVery breast must feel a ihor^ than common distress, for the' 
I9SS of drie, Whose lar^e'tiiess of heart equalled, great as it was, 
hispowe'r to do goodi Hdnest industry must mourn, for 
which the exfercise' of his 'bo'unty' found an almost corikant 
employment : And th'ey" that kriow'hdw to pity the calami- 
ties of human nature theiriselve'S,' will mourn for hini' that al- 
ways reliev'd them. 



*' March 14, 1744, the lowt vdlefl to pjirohaie the 'Faneuil arms, elegatitly ca/ved aijff 
gilt; b; Moses Deshon,' to be fixed in the hall. The family of Faneuil was among>the 
French Huguenots that fled from France in 1685. The house occupied by Lieut. Gov, 
Phillips was built by Andrew F: and the summer-house attached to it bears a grasshopper 
vane, similM to that on Faneuil Hall. After A's death Peter lived and died there. 
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' So soon as he arriv'd to the possession of his large and 
plentiful estate, instead of fruitlessly hoarding up his treas- 
ures, though no man manag'd his affairs with greater prudence 
and industry ; instead of wasting them in luxury, though 
plenty always crown'd his board ; instead of neglecting the 
wants of his fellow creatures, an unhappy circumstance too 
often attending the possession of riches, he made it manifest 
that he understood the true improvement of wealth, and was 
determin'd to pursue it. It was to him the highest enjoyment 
of riches, to relieve the wants of the needy, from which he 
was himself exempted, to see mankind rejoicing in the fruits 
of his bounty, and to feel that divine satisfaction, which re- 
sults from communicating happiness to others. His acts of 
charity were so secret and unbounded, that none but they 
who were the objects of it, can compute the sums which he 
annually distributed among them. His alms flow'd like a 
fruitful river, that diffuses its streams through a whole country. 
He fed the hungry, and he cloth'd the naked, he comforted the 
fatherless, and the widows in their affliction, and his bounties 
visited the prisoner. So that Almighty God in giving riches 
to this man, seems to have scattered blessings all abroad' 
among the people. 

' But these private charities were not the only effects of his 
publick spirit, which, not contented with distributing his bene- 
factions to private families, extended them to the whole com- 
munity. Let this stately edifice which bears his name wit- 
ness for him, what sums he expended in publick munificence. 
This building, erected by him at an immense charge, for the 
convenience and ornament of the town, is incomparably the 
greatest benefaction ever yet known to our western shore. 
Yet this effect of his bounty, however great, is but the first 
fruits of his generosity, a pledge of what his heart, always 
devising liberal things, would have donefor us, had his life been 
spar'd. It is an unspeakable loss to the town, that he was 
taken away in the midst of his days, and in so sudden a man- 
ner, as to prevent his making provision for what his generous 
heart might design. For I am well assur'd, from those who 
were acquainted with his purposes, that he had many more 
blessings in store for us, bad heaven prolong'd his days. 

' But he is gone ! The town's benefactor, the comforter of 
the distress'd, and the poor man's friend. 

' He is gone ! And all his plans of future bounties with 
him, they are buried in the grave together. He shall be rai- 
sed to life again : And his intended charities, though they are 
lost to us, will not be lost to him. Designs of goodness and 
mercy, prevented as these were, will meet with the reward 
of actions. 

' He 18 gone ! — And must such men die ! Must the protect- 
ors and fathers of the distress'd be taken away, while their 
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Oppressors are continued, and increase in power ! — Great 
God ! How unsearchable are tliy ways ! — We confess our 
sins, but just and righteous art thou ! » 

' To express your gratitude to your generous benefactor, 
you have passed the most honourable resolves, and to pre- 
serve his memory, you have call'd this house by his name. 
But in vain, alas ! would you perpetuate his. memory by such 
frail materials. These walls, the present monuments of his 
fame, shall moulder into dust : These foundations, however 
deeply laid, shall be forgotten. But his deeds, his charities, 
shall survive the ruin of Nature. And to have reliev'd the 
miseries of the distress'd, to have still'd the cries of orphans, 
and to have dry'd the widow's tears, are acts that shall em- 
balm his memory for many generations on earth) and shall 
follow him beyond the limits of mortality, into those blissful 
regions where endless charity dwells. 

■' What now remains, but my ardent wishes (in which I 
know you will all concur with me) that this Hall may be ev- 
er sacred to the interests of Truth, of Justice, of Loyalty, of 
Honour, of Liberty. May no private views nor party broils 
ever enter within these walls ; but may the same publick spir- 
it that glow'd in the breast of the generous Founder, influence 
all your debates, that society may reap the benefit of them. 
' May Liberty always spread its joyful wings over this 
place : Liberty that opens men's hearts to beneficence, and 
gives the relish to those who enjoy the effects of it. And- 
may Loyalty to a king, under whom we enjoy this liberty, 
ever remain our character. A character always justly due 
to this land, and of which our enemies have in vain attempt- 
ed to rob us. 

' May those who are the inheritors of the large estate of 
our deceased benefactor, inherit likewise the largeness of his 
soul. May the widow, the orphan, and the helpless, find in 
them a protector, a father and a support. In a word, to sum 
up all, may Faneuil live in them. 
-' May charity, that most excellent of graces^ that beam 
from the breast of the Father of Mercies, which so soon as 
ever it enters our bosoms it begins our happiness ; charity, 
the joy of men, of angels, of Almighty God ; which com- 
pletes the felicity of earth and heaven ; may it warm the 
hearts of those who are like to our departed friend in their 
fortunes, to resemble him too in his bounties : May there 
be rais'd up some new benefactors in the room of him we 
have lost, who shall, if possible, rival Faneuil's spirit. And 
may there always remain in this town, the same grateful sen- 
timents, the same virtuous dispositions, to remember their ben- 
efactors with honour.' , ^. 
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CHAPTER XLU. 

" He rights such wroig where it'is giTeni 
If It were in the court of heaven." 

In the year 1 747 there happened a serious tumult in Bos- 
ton. A fleet of men of war were lying in the harbour of 
Nant^sket, under the command of Commodore Knowles. 
Some of the sailors having deserted, the commodore thought 
it reasonable that Boston should supply him with as many 
men as he had lost, and sent his boats up to town early in 
the morning of Nov. 1 7th, ' and surprised not only as many 
seamen as could be found on board any of the ships, outward 
bound as well as others, but swept the wharves also, taking 
some ship-carpenters' apprentices and labouring land-men. 
However tolerable such a surprise might have been in Lon- 
don, it could not be borne here. The people had not been 
used to it, and men of all orders resented it ; but the lower 
class were beyond measure enraged, and soon assembled 
with sticks, clubs, pitchmops, &c. They first seized an inno- 
cent lieutenant, who happened to be ashore upon other busi- 
ness. They had then formed no scheme, and the speaker 
of the House [afterwards Gov. Hutchinson] passing by, and 
assuring them that he knew that the lieutenant had no band in 
the press, they suffered him to be led off to a plaG« of safety.- 
The mob increasing, and having received intelligence that 
several of the commanders were at the Gov. [Shirley's], house, 
it was agreed to go and demand satisfaction. The house was 
soon surrounded, and the court or yard before the house, fil- 
led ; but many persons of discretion inserted themselves, and 
prevailed so far as to prevent the mob frbm entering. Sfever- 
al of the officers had planted themselves at the head of the 
stair- way with loaded carbines, and seemed determined to' 
preserve their liberty or lose their lives. A deputy sheriff 
attempting to exercise his authority, was seized by the mob 
and carried a^ay in triumph and set in the stocks, which af- 
forded them diversion, and tended to abate their rage, and' 
disposed them to separate and go to dinner.' 

' As soon as it was dusk, several thousand people assem- 
bled in King-street, below the town-house, where the gener- 
al court was sitting. Stones and brickbats- were thrown 
through the glass iato the council chamber. The governour, 
however, with several gentlemen of the council and bouse, 
ventured into the balcony, and after silence was obtained, 
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the governour in a well-judged speech expressed his great dis- 
approbation ,of the impress, and promised his utmost endea- 
vours to obtain the discharge of every one of the inhabitants, 
and at the same time gently reproved the irregular proceed- 
ings both of the forenoon and evening. Other gentlemen also 
attempted to persuade the people to disperse,and wait to see 
what steps the general court would takie. All was to no pur- 
pose. The seizure and restraint of the commanders and oth- 
er officers who were in town, was insisted upon as the only 
effectual method to procure the release of the inhabitants 
aboard the ships. 

' It was thought advisable for the governour to withdraw to 
bis house, many of the officers of th« militia and other gentle- 
men attended him. A report was raised, that a barge from 
one of the ships was come to a wharf in the town. The mob 
flew to seize it, but by mistake took a boat belonging to a 
Scotch ship, and dragged it, with as much seeming ease 
through the streets as if it had been in the water, to the gov- 
ernour's house, and prepared to burn it before the house ; but 
from a consideration of the danger of setting the town on fire, 
were diverted, and the boat was burned in a place of less 
hazard. The next day the governour ordered that the milita- 
ry officers of Boston should cause their companies to be mus- 
tered, and to appear in arms, and that a military watch should 
be kept the succeeding night ; but the drummers were interrupt- 
ed, and the militia refused to appear. The governour did not 
think it for his honour to remain in town another night, and 
privately- withdrew to the castle. A number of gentlemen 
who had some intimation of his design, sent a message to him 
by Colonel Hutchinson, assuring him they would stand by 
him in maintaining the authority of government and restor- 
ing peace and order, but he did not think this sufficient. 

"The governour wrote to Mr. Knowles, representing the 
confusions occasioned by this extravagant act of his officers ; 
but he refused all terms of accommodation until the command- 
ers and other officers on shore were suffered to go on board 
their ships, and he threatened to bring up his ships and 
bombard the town, and some of them coming to sail, caused 
different conjectures of his real intention. Captain Erskine, 
of the Canterbury, had been seized at the house of Colonel 
Brinley in Roxbury, and given his parole not to go abroad, 
and divers inferior officers had been secured. 

The 17th, 18th, and part of the 19th, the council and house 
of representatives, sitting in the town, went on with their ordi- 
nary business, not willing to interpose lest they should encourage 
other commanders of the navy to future acts of the like nature ; 
bat towards noon of the 19th, some of the principal members 
of the house began to tbiafc more seriously of the dangerous 
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consequences of leaving the governour without support, when 
there was not the least ground of exception to his conduct. 
Some high spirits in the town began to question whether his 
retiring should be deemed a desertion or abdication. ' It was 
moved to appoint a committee of the two houses to consider 
what was proper to be done. This would take time, and was 
excepted to, and the speaker was desired to draw up such 
resolves as it was thought necessary the house should imme- 
diately agree to, and they were passed by a considerable 
majority, and made publick. 

' In the house of representatives, Nov. r9th, 1 747. 

' Resolved — that there has been and still continues, a tumul- 
tuous, riotous assembling of armed seamen, servants, negroes, 
and others in the town of Boston, tending to the destruction 
of all government and order. 

' Resolved — that it is incumbent on the civil and military 
officers in the Province to exert themselves to the utmost, to 
discourage and suppress all such tumultuous, riotous proceed- 
ings, whensoever they may happen. 

' Resolved — that this house will stand by and support with 
their lives and estates His Ex. the governour and the execu- 
tive part of the government in all endeavours for this purpose. 

' Resolved — that this house will exert themselves by all ways 
and means possible in redressing such grievances as his majes- 
ty's subjects are and have been under, which may have been 
the cause of the aforesaid tumultuous, disorderly assembling 
together. T. Hutchinson, Speaker,^ 

' The council passed a vote, ordering that Capt. Erskine, 
and all other officers belonging to his majesty's ships, should 
be forthwith set at liberty and protected by the government, 
which was concurred by the house. As soon as these votes 
were known, the tumultuous spirit began to subside. The in- 
habitants of the town of Boston assembled in town meeting in 
the afternoon, having been notified, to consider, in general, 
what was proper for them to do upon this occasion, and not- 
withstanding it was urged by many that all measures to sup- 
press the present spirit in the people would tend to encourage 
the like oppressive acts for the future, yet the contrary party 
prevailed, and the town, although they expressed their sense 
of the great insult and injury by the impress, condemned the 
tumultuous, riotous acts of such as had insulted the governour 
and the other branches of the legislature, and committed 
many other heinous offences. 

' The governour, not expecting so favourable a turn, had 
written to the secretary to prepare orders for the colonels of 
the regiments of Cambridge, Roxbury, and Milton, and the 
regiment of horse, to have their officers and men ready to 
march at an hour's warning, to such place of rendezvous as 
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li€ should direct ; but the next day there was an uncommon 
appearance of the militia of the town of Boston, many persons 
taking their muskets who never carried one upon any other 
occasion, and the governour was conducted to his bouse with 
as great parade as when he first assumed the government. 
The commodore* dismissed most, if not all, of the inhabitants 
■who had been impressed, and the squadron sailed, to the joy 
•of the rest of the town.' 

On the morning of Wednesday, D^c- 9, of the same year, 
the Town- house was discovered to be on fire, and the whole 
interior of it was consumed. The legislature was in session, 
and made particular inquiry into the occasion of the disaster : 
they ascertained to the satisfaction of the House, that the fire 
proceeded from the wood-work under the hearth. The se- 
lectmen immediately offered the use of Faneuil-Hall, but the 
court preferred to occupy a room in a publick house ' of the 
late Luke Vardy.'t The court adjourned on the 12th, and 
met again in February. When the subject of a new court- 
house was introduced, a motion prevailed in the House that 
the same should be built in Cambridge : this vote was re- 
considered, and another obtained, which proposed to locate it 
in Roxbury. This wa-s non-concurred, as the former vote 
had been, by the Council. At lisngth a resolve passed, that 
the old building should be repaired, and one half the charge 
be borne by ihe province, one quarter by the county of Suf- 
folk, and the other quarter by the town of Boston. 

' It was repaired in the year following in its present form, 
and is in length one hundf ed and twelve feet, in breadth thirty- 
six feet, and three stories high. On the centre of the roof 
is a tower, consisting of three stories, finished according to the 
Tuscan, Dorick, and Ibnick orders. From the upper story 
is an extensive prospect of the harbour, into the bay, and of 

the country adjacent. The lower floor of the building 

served for a covered walk for any of the inhabitants, ^n 
this floor were kept the offices of the clerks of the supreme 
judicial court and court of common pleas. The chambers 
over it were occupied by the general court, the senate in one, 
and the representative body in the opposite chamber. The 
third story was appropriated for the use of the committees of 
the general court. On the lower floor were ten pillars of the 
Dorick order, which supported the chambers occupied by 
the legislature.' 



* Mr. Enowles was afterwards an admiral in the Britisji navy, and in ^770} beipj^ invite^ 
.by the empress of Russia, went into her service, 
t The Royal Exchange tavern. 

31. 
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CHAPTER XLID. 

" In red and wreathing columns flashed 
The flame, as loud the ruin crashed. 
And here and there the crackling dome 
Was fired before the exploding bomb." 

We pass by the events of a long and anxious war with the 
French and Indian natives, which, though materially affect- 
ing the trade and prosperity of Boston, in common with other 
parts of the American provinces, were of less immediate in- 
terest than the events which we proceed to detail from the 
registers of the times. 

On Wednesday, the 14th of Nov. 1759, a fire happened in 
some wooden buildings, a little to the southward of Oliver's 
bridge, and extended to the lower end of Water-street and 
Milk-st. to Mr. Hallowell's ship-yard. It raged with great 
violence for two hours. Ten or twelve dwelling-houses, most 
of them large, besides a number of shops and other buildings, 
were destroyed, and between 20 and 30 families burnt out. 
H. Ex. the governour [Pownall] was present during the whole 
fire, whose direction and influence was very serviceable, and 
whose paternal care and tenderness for the distressed was 
quite apparent. 

' Between XI. and XII. o'clock at noon on Monday the 17th 
of March, 1760, a fire broke out at the West part of the 
town, New Boston so called, by some accident, whereby a 
joiner's shop was consumed- and a large dwelling-house ad- 
joiMng thereto was a great part of it destroyed and many 
things therein burnt, and several other houses much damaged 
in the neighbourhood. The wind blowing very high at N.E. 
it was a considerable time before it was extinguished. The 
roof of the West meeting-house caught fire in several places, 
but by the dexterity of the people and a constant supply of 
water a stop was at length put toil.' And 

On the day following, in the forenoon, ' a store at the upper 
end of GriflSn's [Liverpool] whf. caught fire. The chamber was 
used as a laboratory by a detachment of the British artillery 
then here. The circumstance of artillery stores being in the 
building, gave general alarm, and for a time the citizens were 
afraid to approach near it. The fire communicated to some 
powder, and the building blew up. In the explosion some 
men were hurt : two grenadoes and some small arms went 
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off but did no damage. The extreme parts of the town were 
affected by the shock of the explosion. A carpenter's shop 
was also burnt. It stood between the laboratory and some 
warehouses on the end of the wharf, where the principal ar- 
tillery stores were deposited ; but the wind being moderate, 
and a full tide, the flames were prevented from spreading 
farther.' 

The day following, different parts of the town, at different 
times, were alarmed with the cry of fire : it did not, however, 
then get to a considerable head any where, so as to become 
dangerous. By these fires was ushered in, that far greater 
and more fatal one, which happened on the 20th of March. 
' It begaii about two o'clock yesterday morning,' says a paper 
of Friday, ' and broke out in the dwelling-house of Mrs.Mary 
Jackson and Son, at the Brazen Head in Cornhill. At its 
first appearance there w-as little wind ; but this calm was soon 
followed by a smart gale from the N. W. Then was beheld 
a perfect torrent of blaze, bearing d'own all before it : in a 
. seeming instant all was flame. vThree or four large buildings* 
in the front of the street were burnt, and a stop was put to it 
there, at the house improved by Mrs. West on the South, and 
Mr. Peter Cotta on the North. But the fire raged most vio- 
lently towards the East, the wind being strong, and carried 
all before it from the back sides of those houses. All the 
stores fronting Pudding-lane, togetheiy^with every dwelling- 
house, from thence, (excepting those v/'hich front the S. side 
of King-st. and a store of Mr. Spooner'st on Water-st.) to 
Quaker-lane, and from thence, only leaving a large old wood- 
en house belonging to the late Cornelius Waldo, Esq. it burnt 
every house, shop, store, out-house, and shed, to Oliver's 
Dock. And an eddy of wind carrying the fire contrary to 
its course, it took ' the buildings fronting the lower part of 
King-st. and destroyed the houses from the corner opposite 
the Bunch of Grapes tavern, to the warehouse of Box & Aus- 
tin, leaving only the warehouse of the Hon. John Ervlng, and 
the dwelling-house of Mr. Hastings standing. The other 
brick warehouses towards the Long-whf. were considerably 
damaged. 

On the S. E. part, the fire extended from Mr. Torrey's, the 
baker, in Water-st. and damaging some of Mr. Dalton's new 
shops, proceeded to Mr. Hall's working-house, and from 



* Mrs. Jackson & Son, Widow McNeal, Jona. Mason, Mrs. Quick [now the si^ of the 
Good Samaritan, formerly Three Kin^] northernmost burnt. 

t The remains of this old house stood until the summer of 1834, when a new brick build- 
ing was erected on the spot. 
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thence to Milk-st. and consumed every house, from the nejct 
to Mr. Calfe's dwelling-house [Julien's Restorator], to the 
bottom of the street. 

MR. CALEF'S DWELLING-HOOSE, IN 1760. 




JULIEN'S RESTORATOR, 
AT THE COBBEB OF MILK AKD COHGKESS-STREETS, DEMOLISHED IK JDLT 1824. 

And in the opposite dirjection from Mr. Dowse's, included, it 
carried all before it, every house, to Fort-hill, except the 
Hon. Sec. Oliver's and two or three tenements opposite ; as 
also every house, warehouse, shop, and store, from Oliver's 
Dock alpng Mr. Hallowell's ship-yard, Mr. H.'s dwelling- 
house, t«e Sconce of the S. Battery, all the buildings, shops, 
and stores, on Col. Wendell's whf. to the house of Mr. Hunt, 
ship-builder. So that, from Pudding-lane to the water's edge, 
there is not a building to be seen, excepting those on the side of 
King-st. and the others mentioned above. Besides which, one 
large ship and 8 or 9 vessels were burnt. The fire did not 
extend to any part of the North side of King-su There was 
a quantity of powder in the Sconce, which blew up, throwing 
the stones and timber to a great distance, and caused a very 
great explosion. The rage of the fire was not over till near 
noon ; but notwithstanding its long continuance, the explosion, 
and the falling of walls and chimnies. Divine Providence ap- 
peared merciful, in that not one person's life was lost, and 
only a few wounded.' 
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Means were taken by the authorities of the town immec|iate- 
1}' to ascertain the amount of losses, and a spirit of sympathy 
was every where excited in behalf of the sufferers. Every 
individual furnished a schedule of every article he missed, 
and his own valuation of it, to a committee appointed for the 
purpose : where they considered it just, they adopted such 
valuation : where it was thought too high, they curtailed it. 
The whole sura,thus ascertained, amounted to £71,112. 7s. Sd. 
lawful money : of which £44,121. 6s. 8d. was in real estate. 
The Quaker raeeting-house, 133 dwelling-bouses, 36 barns, 63 
stores, 66 shops, in all 299 buildings, were destroyed. Sarah 
Ayers and 438 other sufferers petitioned parliament for relief: 
our Bccounts do not say that any was obtained : from other 
sources the donations in full, up to the 22d of March, 1763, 
were £22,107. Is. 6d. The town embraced the opportunity 
offered for improvements in the streets, and a law was passed, 
in the June session succeeding the fire, to regulate the building 
of .houses on the spots laid waste. 

Gov. Pownall sailed from Boston, June 3, 1760. This left 
the administration in the hands of Lt. Gov. Thomas Hutchin- 
son, until the arrival of His Ex. Francis Bernard, Esq. on the 
2d of August following. He was received with great parade. 
The Sheriff of Suffolk (Greenleaf) and a party of the Gover- 
nour's troop of guards met him at Wrentham, and accompa- 
nied him to Pedham, where the Lt. Gov. and some of the 
council, attended by Brig. Gen. Royall with the rest of the 
troop of guards, waited to receive him. A procession of gen- 
tlemen in coaches and chariots escorted them into town and 
proceeded to the Province House,* where the company of 
of Cadets under Col. Jarvis was drawn up. Thence H. E. 
walked in procession to the Court-house [Old State-house], 
and the regiment of militia in this town commanded by Col. 
Phillips being paraded in the main street, the oflBcers paid the 



* The Province House is a large brick buildiog;, which stands in the rear of Province- 
house row, opposite the head of Milk-st. It is three stories in height, stood baclt at a con- 
venient distance from the street, having a small garden plat in front of it, and a fence of 
iron railing, at the gate of which were two large trees, which agreeably shaded the passage 
to the house. The entrance was by an ascent of stone steps. Upon the copola on the roof 
a pedestal supports a figure of bronze, an aboriginal native holding in his band a bow and 
arrow, well executed by Dea. Drowne, formerly an ingenioas artist in the town. The front 
of the house was ornamented with the king's arms, elegantly carved and gilt : this is pre- 
served in the museum of the Historical Society. The estate has been given by the State to 
the Massachusetts General Hospital and Asylum for the Insane ; the trustees have leased it 
for 100 years, and the lessees erected a large brick pile th front of it, to be used for shops, 
which entirely prevents its being seen from the street. When the Province first obtained 
possession of it, we have not ascertained. Its builder and the year"of its erection are proba- 
bly indicated by the letters and date 1 6 ff . Si 7 9 which appear on the 
rail that surmounts the iron balustrade over tiie portico. 
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Standing salute as H. E. passed by. At the Court-house the 
governour's commission was read, and H. E. received the 
congratulations of the Court, which was succeeded bj three 
voUies from the troop of guards, the regiment of militia and 
the cadets, and three huzzas from the populace, as also a dis- 
charge from the guns at Castle William, the batteries in this 
town and Charlestown, and from, the Province ship King 
George and the other ships in the harbour. After which H.E. 
with the Lieut. Gov. and Council, a number of officers civil 
and military, and of the clergy and other gentlemen, were 
entertained with an elegant dinner, provided at Faneuil-hall. 

The death of king George II. took place on the 25th of Oc- 
tober, and on the 27th, his grandson George William, prince 
of Wales, was proclaimed in London. Authentick advices of 
these facts were received at Boston in precisely two months 
after their occurrence, and ceremonies very similar to those 
just related took place on the proclamation of king George 
the Third, from the balcony of the Court-house : 63 guns 
being fired at the Castle, a dinner at the Hall, and illumina- 
tions in the evening. On the first of the new year, two days 
after, there was a general mourning on account of George II. 
All the bells in the town began tolling in the morning and con- 
tinued most part of the day, and minute guns to the number 
of 77, the years of His Majesty's age, were discharged at the 
Castle. These were the last exhibitions here of a similar 
nature on the like occasions, and furnish some notion of the 
manner in which such events had been celebrated ever since 
the new charter. 

In the month of January, 1761, the weather at Boston was 
extremely cold, so that the harbour was for two or three days 
almost filled with ice. On Tuesday evening, the 13th, ' at 
about half an hour after nine o'clock, a violent fire broke out 
in ofie of the shops opposite the north side of Faneuil-Hall 
market on Dock-sq. which entirely consumed all the row of 
wooden buildings, from the store occupied by the Hon. Thos. 
Hubbard, Esq. to the swing bridge. These buildings belong- 
ed to the town, and were leased to a number of tradesmen, 
some of whom had their whole stock therein, most of which 
was either consumed or lost. ^There were several small 
schooners in the dock, but they received little damage, nor 
did the fire proceed to the N. side of the dock ; on the con- 
trary, it communicated itself to that stately edifice, Faneuil- 
Hall market, the whole of which was entirely consumed, ex- 
cepting the brick walls, which are left standing. The fire 
then proceeded to a number of shops improved by some 
tradesmen, on the South side of the market, and consumed 
them also. The severity of the weather^was such that many 
persons could scarce stand it, and the water which issued 
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from the engines congealed into particles, of ice before it fell. 
No dwelling-house was consumed. The records and papers, 
with such other things as could be conveniently removed, 
were mostly saved. March 23d, the town voted to repair 
the building, and the Gen. Court granted the town a lottery 
for the purpose of defraying the expense-* 



CHAPTER XLIV. 

I look with rapture at the opening da.y9a. 
And view the glories of the rising mom, 
When Justice holds her sceptre o'er the land, 
To rescue Freedom from a tyrant hand. 

Mrs, Warren. 

At the close of Chapter xxxiv. we quoted the observation that 
' a party was formed which opposed submission to the charter.' 
Their ground of opposition was the extension, which the char- 
ter gave to the royal power and influence in and over the 
colony. It would be an instructive history, that should ex- 
hibit to us in minute detail the course pursued by that party, 
from the commencement of Gov. Phipps' administration to 
that of Gov. Bernard. We might discover in it the progres- 
sive operation of the principles, and the regular and constant 
increase of the spirit, which in event produced the American 
Revolution. But such a detail would be too foreign from the 
subject of this work. The beginning of the reign of George III. 
was destined to be marked by the more decisive steps of the party 
alluded to, and we therefore proceed to note the events that 
occurred in Boston, which we suppose to have been the com- 
mencement of the overt acts, which resulted in open rebellion 
and eventual independence. 

' Sufiice it to say, that immediately upon the conquest of 
Canada, in 1759, Great-Britain seemed to be seized with a 
jealousy against the colonies, and then concerted the plan of 
changing their forms of government, of restraining their trade 
within narrower bounds, and raising a revenue within them 



* The first meeting at Faueuil-Hall, after it was repaired, was on March 14th, 1763. Some 
slight alterations were made in some parts of the work, but the size of the building remain- 
ed the same. The enlargement, by which it was extended in width to SO feet, and a third 
story added, was proposed by the selectmen in May, 1806, and completed in the course of 
the next twelve months. The white line in our view of the Hall exhibits the line of 
demarcation between the original building and the addition. 
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by authority of parliament. The first demonstration of the 
new course, intended to be pursued, was the arrival of an or- 
der sent from the Board of Trade to the custom-house officers 
in America, to apply to the supreme courts of justice for Writs 
of Assistance, to enable them to carry into a more rigorous 
execution certain acts of parliament called the Acts of trade. 
In Massachusetts, Charles Paxton, Esq. who was at the head 
of the customs in Boston, directed his deputy at Salem, Mr. 
Cockle, in Nov. 1 760, to petition the court then sitting in that 
town for the grant of such writs. The court expressed great 
doubt of the legality of the writ, and of the authority of the 
court to grant it : but as the application was on the part of the 
crown, it could not be dismissed without a hearing, which 
was fixed for the next term of the court, to be held in Feb. 
1761, at Boston, when the question was ordered to be argu- 
ed. The proposed form of this writ was such as to give the 
officer holding it, upon bare suspicion, power to enter any 
houses, ships, cellars, stores, chests, or magazines, to search 
for goods that had been imported contrary to the acts of 
trade. 

Beside their natural zeal to merit the approbation of the 
ministry, the custom-house officers had the still stronger in- 
ducement of the prospect of accumulating wealth, to exercise 
rigour in the performance of their official duties. Hence a 
rooted aversion subsisted between them and the people con- 
cerned in the foreign trade of the province. And while the 
question of the issue of Writs of Assistance was pending, a 
memorial was framed, apparently with a view to counteract 
their project for gain, and presented to the General Court, 
Dec. 19, 1760, charging them with appropriating to their own 
use, a portion of the goods forfeited, which of right accrued 
to the province. The memorialists were 58 in number, and 
included the most eminent merchants of Boston ; viz. 



7ohn Avery 
Jona. Williams 
Tim. Fitch 
John Denaie 
John Waldo 
Tbos. Greene, jr. 
Wm. Molineaux 
John BoyUton 
John Browne 
Be^j. Hallowell 
Melatiah Bourne 
Thos. Gray 
"Sam. Austin 
Josh. Winslow 
Ilzek. Goldthwait 



Sam. Dexter 
John Greene 
John Tudor 
Sol. Dans 
John Amory 
John Gooch 
Jona. Mason 
Peter Boyer 
Sam. Grant 
Sam. Hughes 
Bc^j. Austin 
Geo. Erving 
Jos. Green 
Sam. Phil. Savage 
lames Perkins 



Thos. Boylston 
John Rowe 
Tim. Newell 
Jos. Domett 
John Spooner 
Wra. Greenleaf 
John Welch, jr. 
John Scollay 
John Baker 
Wra. Thompson 
Chr. Clarke 
John Ervingjjr. 
John Powell 
Nath. Holmes 



John Barrett 
Edw. Davis 
Fitch Pool 
Thos. Greene 
Henderson Inchef 
DanU Malcom 
Thos. Tyler 
Jona. Amory 
James Thompson 
Sam. Welles, jr. 
Sam. Wentworth 
Arnold Welles 
Jona. Sayward 
James Boutineau 
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These may perhaps be considered the first men, who set 
themselves in open array against the of&cers of the crown. 
Their memorial was referred to a joint committee of the 
House and Council, which reported that the province was 
illegally and unjustly kept out of £475, 9s. lid. and that 
the Treasurer should be empowered to demand and sue for 
the money. Gov. Bernard opposed his negative to this pro- 
position, but at last assented to it in a message, Jan. 31, 1761, 
" hoping that they would not require of him such another 
proof of his great desire of preserving a good understanding 
with them."* 

When the time appointed for the discussion of the question 
of Writs of Assistance drew near, the mercantile part of the 
community was in a state of great anxiety as to the result. 
The officers of the customs called upon James Otis, jun. esq. 
as advocate-general in the court of admiralty, to argue their 
cause. But he would not prostitute his office to the further- 
ance of an oppressive act ; and being unwilling to retain a 
station, in which he might' be expected to argue in favour of 
such odious measures, he resigned ; and the merchants of 
Boston and Salem immediately engaged him and Oxenbridge 
Thacher,jun. esq. to appear in support of a counter petition, 
which they had presented to the court. 

Mr. Otis was a native of the town of Barnstable ;- received 
his education at Harvard College ; graduated in 1743 ; pur- 
sued the study of law in Boston under the direction of Jeremi- 
ah Gridley, Esq. one of the principal lawyers and civilians of 
the day ; commenced practice in Plymouth ; and about the 
year 1750 removed to Boston, and very soon rose to the first 
rank in his profession. His business as a, lawyer became 
very extensive, and his reputation was firmly established for 
learning, eloquence, and the most high-minded integrity. He 
was now in the vigour of manhood, just thirty-six years of 
age. An opponent describes him as ' a plump, round-faced; 
smooth skin, short neck, eagle-eyed politician ;' and another 
writer dresses him in a wig and a black gown. 

Mr. Thacher was at this time one of the heads of the bar 
in Boston. His family had always been distinguished in the 
province, and his own character and manners were such as 
to secure affection and esteem : his patriotism was the most 
pure and ardent, joined to a quick perception of the views of 
those in power.. He was a Bostonian by birth, and now 
about 41 years of age. 



* Minot, U. 86. PFinted Journal of Gen. Oourt, pp. 331. 339. Also Sup. Court Roc. Aug. 
term, 1761, p. 235, where, in an appeal from the Inferior Court, judgment is reversed anil 
Faxton recovers against Hanigon Gray, Treasurer, costs taxed 42. Bi. Bd. 

32 
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The trial took place in the Council Chamber of the Old 
Town-house. This room was situated at .the east end of that 
building : it was an imposing and elegant apartment, orna- 
mented with two splendid full-length portraits of Charles II. 
and James II. Tiie judges in those days, in conformity to 
European practice, attached a part of their official dignity to 
a peculiar costume, which in later times they have here dis- 
carded. Their dress was composed of voluminous wigs, 
broad bands, and robes of scarlet cloth. They were five in 
number, including Lieut. Gov. Hutchinson who presided as 
chief justice.* The room was filled with all the officers of 
government, and the principal citizens, to hear the arguments 
in a cause that inspired the deepest solicitude. 

. In consequence of Mr. Otis's resignation, the task of sup- 
porting the petition for the Writs devolved on Mr. Gridley, 
who was then attorney-general. He opened the case with 
much learning, ingenuity, and dignity, urging every point and 
authority, that could be found upon the most diligent search ; 
but made all his reasoning depend on this consideration — 
" if the parliament of Great Britain is the sovereign legisla- 
ture of the British empire." He was succeeded by Mr. 
Thacher on the opposite side,-whose reasoning was pertinent 
and able, delivered in a tone of great mildness and modera- 
tion, which convinced his hearers that he was advocating the 
cause of truth and justice. As soon as he had concluded, 
Otis burst forth as with ' a flame of fire : with a promptitude 
of classical allusion, a depth of research, a rapid summary of 
Listorical events and dates, a profusion of legal authorities, a 
prophetick glance of his eyes into futurity, and a rapid tor- 
rent of impetuous eloquence, he hurried away all before him. 
'Then and ibere,' says President John Adams, ' was the first 
scene of the first act of opposition to the arbitrary claims of 
Great Britain. Then, and there, the child Independence was 
born. Every man of an immense crowded audience appear- 
ed to me to go away, as I did, ready to take arms against 
Writs of Assistance.' The court adjourned for consideration, 
and, at the close of that term, the question was continued to 
the next.t 

' An epoch in publick affairs may be dated from this trial. 
Political parties became more distinctly formed, and their 
several adherents were more marked and decided. " Taxa- 
iiffn without representation is tyranny'^ (a phrase that fell from 
Otis in the debate,) became a common maxim in the mouth of 



* The aBBOciate Judges were Bei^a. Xynde, John Gushing, Chambers Russell, Feter 
Oliver, 
t Thus far we fallow iWor's Life of Otis, p. 5S-86, respecting the Writ. 
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all the friends of liberty. The crown officers and their fol- 
lowers adopted openly the pretensions of the British ministry 
and parliament, proclaiming a blind submission as the only 
safe or reasonable alternative. The people of Boston showed 
plainly to which party they belonged, by the election of Mr. 
Otis, almost unanimously, as a representative for the town in 
the next general court. His colleagues were Royal Tyler, 
John Phillips, and Thomas Gushing, all of them men of great 
weight in society. Gov. Bernard perceived the spirit that 
was rising, and some of his friends, whose wisdom has been 
proved by events, predicted that ' out of this election a fac- 
tion would arise, which would shake the province to its foun- 
dation.' The Governour, in his speech at the opening of the 
Gen. Court, advised them to lay aside all divisions, and to 
give no attention to declamations tending to promote a sus- 
picion of the civil rights of the people being in danger. They 
replied, that they knew nothing of any such parties as he de- 
scribed, and were not in the least degree suspicious ; but 
firmly expressed their intention to see for themselves, wheth- 
er the rights of the people were or were not in danger. 

A final ' hearing was had before the Sup. Court of Judica- 
ture, upon the petition of the officers of the customs for a Writ 
of Assistance on Wednesday,' the 18th of November. The 
whole day,and evening, (says the Boston Gazette of the 23d) 
' was spent in the arguments, and nothing could have induced 
one to believe they were not conclusive against the petition, 
but the judgment of the court immediately given in favour of 
it.' The papers soon exhibited the dissatisfaction which this 
decision occasioned. On the 7th of Dec. a piece appeared 
signed ' A fair trader,' complaining that the Acts of trade 
were no where executed with such rigour as in this colony, 
and concluding thus : ' We want nothing but to be as free as 
others are, and that others should be restrained as well as 
we. This is reasonable. We have a Right to claim it.' 

The' part, which Mr. Otis had taken, designated him as the 
friend of the people, and they therefore took deep interest in 
a controversy which took place in the papers between him 
and Lieut. Gov. Hutchinson, respecting the currency of the 
province. Otis improved the opportunity to turn their 
thoughts to the circumstance of His Honour's enjoying so 
many lucrative offices as were united in his person, viz. 
that of Lieut. Gov. with the emoluments of captain of the 
castle, a member of the Council, Judge of Probate, and 
Chief Justice of the supreme court. O.'s first piece on this 
subject appeared Dec. 21, 1761, and the last Jan, 11, 1762. 
' The question was settled at the. next meeting of the legisla- 
ture, according to the principles which Otis had advanced.' 
Having thus obtained an ascendancy, the majority attempted 
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^"^Jrieye the ground which they had losf by the decision on 
the Writs of Assistance, and a bill was prepared, the sub- 
stance of which was, to prevent the issuing of those writs to 
any person but a custom-house officer, and that upon special 
information on oath ; but the attempt was checked by the 
Goyernour's refusal to give his assent to the bill. An ineffec- 
tual effort was also made to exclude the Justices of the 
Sup. Court from a seat in the Council or House of Repre- 
sentatives. These conflicts, though sometimes unavailing, 
served to prove the strength of parties, and to keep alive 
the growing jealousy between them.* 

Mr.. Otis and his colleagues were re-elected in May, 1762, 
with a decided approbation, in the Gazette, of the course 
they had pursued in regard to the points in controversy. 
Brigadier-General Timothy Ruggles, from Hardwick, in the 
county of Worcester, the leader of the government party in 
the House, was chosen speaker, at the May session ; and the 
court was prorogued, June 12th, with some expressions of 
pleasure from the Governour for their good conduct. In 
September they met again, and ' on the 14th' His Excellency 
sent a message informing the house, that, to quiet the fears of 
those concerned in the fishing vessels, he had increased the 
armament of the Massachusetts sloop, and sent her out for 
their protection. A little paper accompanied the messaige, 
with a short account of the difference to the province by the 
Gov. and Council's enlarging the establishment, which 
amounted to about £72. This message gave rise to a re- 
markable discussion, and this trifling expenditure may be 
considered as one of the preparatory causes of the revolu- 
tion. It was not the measure itself, nor the expense of it, 
that gave the House so much uneasiness, but the manner of 
It ; that is, the enlarging the establishment without the 
knowledge of the house, and paying for it without their 
privity or consent. The message was referred to a commit- 
tee, of which Mr. Otis was chairman, who reported a remon- 
strance, addressed to the Gov. in which they declared that 
the proceeding was ' in effect taking from the House their 
most darling privilege, the right of originating all taxes. — No 
necessity can be sufficient to justify a house of representatives 
in giving up such a privilege ; fork would be of little consequence 
to the people, whether they were subjects to George or Lewis, the 
king of G.B. or the French king, if both were arbitrary, as 
both would be, if both could levy taxes without Parliament.^ 

' When the passage in Italics was read, Mr. Paine a member 

* Town Records, March 8, 1762. ' Upon coDsideration of that clause in the warrant, viz. 
that the town wiU take such methods as shaU be judged necessary for the Incorporation of 
it, the question was put, whether the town would take an; such steps ^ Passed in the nega- 
tive almai unaninwiufy.' 
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from Worcester, cried out, Treason, treason ! but sfter a most 
animated speech from Otis, the answer was passed entire by 
a large majority, and Otis was appointed one of the commit- 
tee to present it to the Governour.' H. E. ' was so displeased 
at this passage that he sent a letter to the speaker, returning 
the message of the House and recommending earnestly, that 
it might not be entered upon the minutes as it then stood. 
After some debate the exceptionable clause was struck out, 
but enough remained to excite a vindication from the Gover- 
nour, which he sent by the secretary at the same time that he 
gave the house notice to attend him in the council chamber to 
be prorogued. 

Soon after this separation, Otis published a pamphlet,* giv- 
ing an account of all these occurrences and justifying the 
course pursued by the house. This production has been con- 
sidered the original source, from which all subsequent argu- 
ments against taxation were derived.! The principal stress 
in the argument of Mr. Otis was laid against the constitution- 
ality of the measure, and the position assumed by the Gover- 
nour was not only shown to be' untenable, but the dan- 
gerous tendency of constructive power was pointed out with a 
clearness and force, that effectually roused the publick atten- 
tion to guard against every step of arbitrary power in future. 

In the winter session of 1762-3 another occasion of dispute 
was afforded by an application from the Attorney-General for 
remuneration for his official services, which was so managed 
as to give the popular party a triumph, at the same time that 
the officer received the compensation that was honourably 
due to him. And this subject had not lost its interest, before 
another excitement was produced on still a different ground. 
The project of sending a bishop to America had been in agi- 
tation for ten or fourteen years^J and the minds of people 
were well prepared for an attack upon the established church. 
Doctor E. Miller, who was a missionary from the society for 
propagating the gospel, died ■ at Braintree where 

he had been officiating to an episcopal church. The manner 
in which his death was noticed in one of the Boston papers 
brought on a controversy, in which most of the dissenters 
found themselves ranged on one side, in opposition to the few 
adherents to the church, among whom were most of the de- 
pendents on the crown. These writings may therefore be 
considered as having increased the divisions, which were ris- 
ing in Massachusetts. 

* " A Vindication of the cooduct of the House of Representatives," &c. by James Otis, Esq. 
a member of said house." It was published Nov. IS, 1762. 
t Franklin had ur^ed similar arguments to Gov. Shirley, 1754. F. was here, Oct. 176S. 
t See News-Lettcr, Dec. 13, 1750, and Ev. Post, Aug. 22, 1763. 
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The people of Boston manifested their adherence to the 
popular side by the re-election of Otis, Tyler, and Gushing, 
for their representatives, with the addition of Oxenbridge 
fhacher Jr. instead of Col. Phillips, who had just deceased 
(April, 26, 1763.) Great efforts had been made to prevent 
the choice of Mr. Otis ; his motives had been traduced, and 
his conduct attributed to personal feeling rather than zeal for 
the publick good. He had however defended himself, in his 
own name, to the complete discomfiture of bis enemies. 

Through the remainder of the year there were occasional 
publications, calculated to keep alive the spirit, which had 
displayed itself in the Province : there was no torpor to in- 
vite encroachments upon civil rights by stealth, but rather an 
excessive anxiety about the course, which government might 
resolve to pursue, relative to the regulations of trade. The 
first evidence on this point was 'an act for the further im- 
provement of H. M. revenue, for the encouragement of offi- 
cers making seizures, and for the prevention of the clandestine 
running of goods,' which was published in Boston, Sept. 22d, 
and followed on the teth of November, by Gov. Bernard's 
proclamation for aid and assistance in the execution of it. 

In the opening of the year 1764, Boston was visited agaia 
with the small pox, which continued its ravages till the end 
of June.* The melancholy that attended the prevalence of 
this horrible disorder, was rendered still more sober, by the 
daily expectation of unwelcome news from England. Notice 
of resolutions in parliament proposing duties on various foreign 
articles imported into the colonies, and a duty upon other arti- 
cles, the produce of the colonies, exported to any other 
place than Great Britain, was received early in May. Antici- 
pating the worst, the people of Boston, having re-elected the 
same representatives on the 13th of May, appointed Richard 
Dana, Esq. Mr. Samuel Adams, John Ruddock, Esq. Nathl. 
Bethune, Esq. and Jos. Green, Esq. a committee to prepare 
such instructions, to be given to the representatives, as the ex- 
igencies of the times required. On the 24th the committee 
reported and the town approved and adopted their report. 

In this paper the town claim ' the constitutional right of ex- 
pressing their mind' to their representatives ' upon particular 
matters' and charge them to maintain ' the invaluable rights 
and privileges of the province — as well those rights, which 
are derived to us by the royal charter, as those which, being 



* It may be noted here, that the population of the town was ascertained by actual enume- 
^tioD to be in 1742 .--... 16,382 souls, including 1374 blacks. 
17S2 - - 15,731 „ „ 1541 „ 

1765 - ... 15,520 „ 
The gazettes o( May, 1764, give the names of twenty physicians, (besides Dr. Jackson of 
Portsmouth,) who inoculated the poor of the town. 
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prior to and independent on it, we hold essentially as free-born 
subjects of G. B.' Then they prescribe the course they wish 
to have pursued in relation to members of the General Court 
holding offices under the crown or the governour, the excise 
laws, salaries of judges, war expences ; and having mentioned 
the importance of free trade to the prosperity of the town, and 
the evils apprehended from the measures of government, they 
proceed to say, 

' There is now no room for further delay, we therefore ex- 
pect that you will use your earliest endeavours in the General 
Assembly that such methods may be taken as will effectually 
prevent these proceedings against us. By a proper represen- 
tation, we apprehend, it may easily be made to appear, that 
such severities will prove detrimental to G. B. itself : upon 
which account we have reason to hope that an application, 
even for a repeal of the act, should it be already past, will be 
successful. It is the trade of the colonies that renders them 
beneficial to the mother country. Our trade, as it now and 
always has been conducted, centres in G. B. and in return 
for manufactures affords her more ready cash, beyond any 
comparison, than can possibly be expected by the most san- 
guine promoters of these extraordinary methods. 

' But what still heightens our apprehensions is, that these 
unexpected proceedings may be preparatory to new taxations 
upon us : for if our trade may be taxed, why not our lands ? 
why not the produce of our lands and every thing we possess 
or make use of ? This we apprehend annihilates our charter 
right to govern and tax ourselves. It strikes at our British 
privileges, which as we have never forfeited them we hold 
in common with ourfellowsubjects, who are natives of Britain. 
If taxes are laid upon us in any shape without our having a le- 
gal representation where they are made, are we not reduced 
from the character of free subjects to the miserable state of 
tributary slaves ? 

' We therefore earnestly recommend it to you to use your 
utmost endeavours to obtain in the Gen. Assembly all neces- 
sary instruction and advice to our Agent at' this most critical 
juncture * * * * that he may be able in the most bumble 
and pressing manner to remonstrate for us all those rights 
and privileges, which justly belong to us either by charter or 
birth : in acknowledged dependence upon and subordination 
to G. B. As H. M.'s other N, American colonies are embark- 
ed with us in this most important bottom, we further desire 
you to use your endeavours that their weight may be added 
to that of this province, that by the united application of all 
who are aggrieved^ all may happily obtain redress.' 

The acts were passed, which had been recommended, ex- 
cept that by which it was proposed to lay a stamp duty on 
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all written or printed papers, in the colonies : this was defer- 
red for one year's consideration, and to obtain the opinion of 
the colonists respecting it, The legislature instructed the 
Agent in very strong terms, and Mr. Otis published, (July, 




by ._.. 

Thacher. These two publications gave an importance to the 
questions between the ' mother country' and the colonies, 
which led to a closer examination of the subjects, on both 
sides of the water. 



CHAPTER XLV. 

* 

" First of your kind ! Society divine ^' 

Whatever other subjects mdy have engrossed the general 
attention, there never has been a period when the people of 
Boston lost their interest in those of a religious nature. The 
letters of Robert Sandeman to Mr, Hervey had excited a de- 
sire in some people to see the former in this quarter of the 
world. Pressing solicitations were sent to him from diflferent 
parts of New England by letter from some of the clergy as 
well as of the laity, and be arrived in Boston on the 18th of 
October, 1764, in the Ship George and James, Montgomery, 
from Glasgow. On the next sabbath he performed religious 
service at Masons' hall. ' Those who first associated with 
him in Boston were, Edward Foster, Alford Butler, and Geo. 
Oglevie with their respective wives and families ; and very 
soon after, Edw. King, Henry Capen, Adam Chizeau, Ebene- 
zer Allen, Barnabas Allen, Hopestill Capen, Benjamin Davies, 
Isaac Winslow,Colburn Barrell,Walter Barrell, Mr.Peck, Han- 
nah Robinson, Susanna Davies, Mary Cotton, Mary West, Ke- 
zia West, Mrs. Stayner and some others of both sexes. Mr. 
Joseph Howe and Samuel Harris and wife joined the soci- 
ety at a later period. 

' They first met in a large room at Mr. Foster's house in 
that part of Prince St. called Black Horse lane, but as much 
attention was excited, they removed to the Long Room at the 
Green Dragon. They soon built a house at the bottom of a 
lane leading to the mill pond, somewhere between the two 
Baptist meeting houses. It was erected for the sole purpose of 
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a meeting house, by assistance from many friends.' This house 
was burnt in a fire which happened on Sunday, April, 4, 
1 773, at 4 o'clock P. M. in a building belonging to Mr. Alex- 
ander Edwards, cabinet-maker, and in a short time extended 
to several other shops and sheds in the neighbourhood. The 
spot has since been occupied as a bake-house, and is now 
within the premises of Mr. Joseph Veazie. Engine house. 
No. 3, stands at the head of the passage way. 

The Sandemanian society afterwards convened at Mr. 
Tovvnsend's in Cross-st. They subsequently built a house in 
the rear of Middle-street, where they met till within two years, 
when the attendance became so thin as to occasion the discon- 
tinuance of their meetings. A primary school is now kept in 
the same building. 

As to church officers, they always had two elders (teach-, 
ers) and deacons : no deaconesses are recollected. Daniel 
Humphreys, esq. (brother to the late Col. Humphreys) was 
early a deacon here, but soon removed to Danbury, Conn, 
to officiate as an elder. Mr. H. is still living and resides at 
Portsmouth, N. H. being Dist. Attorney of the U. S. He is an 
elder in a small society there, of which Mr. Butler abovena- 
med is also a living member. . Mr. Sandeman died at Danbu- 
ry, April 2, 1771, ast. 53. 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

Canterbury. " — ^ That self bill is urg'd 

Which, in the eleventh year of the last king^s feign 
Was like, and had indeed against us pass'd, 
But that 

Ely, But how, ray lord, shall we resist it now f 

Canti It must be thought on." 

It was in vain that all the colonies, in their separate ca- 
pacities, remonstrated against the passage of the proposed 
Stamp Act. The king gave his assent to it on the 22d of 
March, 1765, and an unofficial copy of it was received in 
Boston on the 26th of May.* It consisted of fifty-five sec-- 
tions, each proposing a stamp duty, from half a penny to 
twenty shillings, ' on every skin of vellum or parchment or 
sheet or piece of paper,' on which any thing should be en- 
grossed, written, or printed, which it was possible to imagine 
could be of any use to any person, to have written, printed, 

* Otis^s Botta, Hist. Rev. vol. i. 73, contains a copy. 

33 



258 



HISTOUT OF BOSTON. 



or engrossed. The Mutiny Act was passed at the same ses- 
sion, which required the colonies to provide for quartering the 
king's troops, while on service in the colonies. The Virginia 
legislature were in session when the Stanjp Act arrived : it is 
well known that they immediately adopted (May 29ih) the 
resolutions of Patr. Henry, which fact has given to that state 
the honour of having been foremost in opposition to the pre- 
tensions of parliament.f The Massachusetts legislature con- 
vened on the 30th of May, and by resolutions on the 8th of 
June, proposed a congress of deputies from all the colonies, to 
fee held in J^ew York on the first Tuesday of October ensu- 
ing. The Stamp Act was to commence operation on the first 
of November. 

At this critical moment the cause of liberty lost one of its 
worthiest advocates by the death of Oxenbridge Thacher jr. 
esq. on the 9th of July. His place in the house of represen- 
tatives was supplied by the choice of Samuel Adams. ' 

The gazettes of July abounded with articles, from all quar- 
ters, exciting the people to watchfulness, and ' it began to be 
said that some provinces resolve not to pay the stamp duties.' 
But no business can be legally transacted without the stamps : 
the courts cannot proceed, without stamps upon their writs 
and processes : no vessel can enter and no clearance can be 
had without a stamp : no collegiate diploma can be issued 
without a stamp : no marriage can be celebrated without a 
stamp upon the clerk's certificate : cards must be stamped ; 
newspapers must be stamped ; almanacks must be stamped ; 
every thing, in fine, must bear this mark of slavery, or the 
execution of the act must be prevented. What then shall be 
done ? 

While the considerate part of the community were ponder- 
ing this important question, information was received in Bos- 
ton, that the secretary of the province, Andrew Oliver, esq. 
was appointed distributor of stamps for Massachusetts, and 
that a cargo of the papers might be daily expected to arrive 
in the harbour. Popular feeling could no longer be suppres- 
sed ; and what calm reasoning could not decide, passion, the 
love of liberty without restraint, brought to a determination. 

Near the head of Essex-street there used to be a grove of 
' those majestick elms, of the American species, that form one 
of the greatest ornaments in the landscape of this country,' 
which obtained the name of Hanover-square, or the neigh- 
bourhood of the Elms. On one of these, which stood in 
front of a house opposite the Boylston Market, on the edge of 



t Aag. 11} 1766. At a celebration in Boston the following toast was given : "• The nebh 
Virginiaiu, viKtJirn tutrud thiir rightt wUh decent Jirmncsi." B. Gai. 
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the street, there was discovered hanging, at break of day, on 
the 14th of August, an eflBgy representing Mr. Oliver, and a 
Boot (the emblem of Lord Bute, a promoter of American tax- 
ation) with the devil peeping out of it, having the stamp act 
in his hand, besides various other satirical emblems.* Some 
of the neighbours offered to take it down, but they were given 
to know, that would not be permitted. The Lieut. Gov. as 
chief justice, directed the sheriff to order the eflBgy to be ta- 
ken down, but his pfficers reported that they could not do it 
without imminent danger of their lives. 

Business was almost laid aside during the day, and multi- 
tudes from the countryas wellas the townflocked to witness the 
sight. As soon as it began to grow dark, the mob, which 
had been gathering alt the afternoon, came down in proces- 
sion to the Town-house, bearing the eflHgy with them ; and 
knowing that the Governour and Council were in session, they 
gave three^ huzzas by way of defiance, and passed on towards 
Kilby-street, where Mr. Oliver had lately erected a building, 
which people supposed was designed for a stamp oflSce. That 
they instantly demolished, and bearing each man a portion of 
the ruins upon his shoulder, they moved in solemn pomp to 
Fort-hill, where they made a bonfire in view of Mr. Oliver's 
house, and burnt the eflBgy upon it. Mr. O. had removed his 
family, but remained himself, with a few friends till the mob 
approached, when he was persuaded to withdraw. The mob 
got possession of the house, broke the windows and tore down 
the garden fences. 

' After eleven o'clock, the people seeming to grow quiet, the 
Lieut. Gov. and the sheriff ventured to go to Mr. Oliver's 
housp, and endeavour to persuade them to disperse. As 
soon as they began to speak, a ringleader cried out, " The 
Governour and the sheriff, to your arms, ray boys :" and 
presently a volley of stones followed, and the two gentlemen 
narrowly escaped, through favour of the night, not without 
some bruises. Nothing more being to be done, the mob were 



* This exfaibition was not an original : it was probably an imitation of one in Devonshire, 
of which a Boston paper of Aug. 20, 1763, gave the following account : — * About two miles 
below Honiton there was suspended on an apple-tree, that grew over the road, a figure as 
big as life, dressed in Scotch plaid, with something to resemble a ribbon over one shoulder, 
and on a painted board, affixed to the tree, were these lines : 

' Behold the man who made the yoke, Now Britons all, join heart and hand. 

Which doth Old England^s sons provoke. His sly-schemed project to withstand. 
And now he hangs upon a tree. That all our sons, as well as we. 

An emblem of our liberty. May have our Older go scot free' 

' LIBERTY, PROPERTY, AND NO EXCISE.' 



260 HISTOKY OF BOSTON. 

left to disperse at their own time, which they did about 
twelve o'clock.' 

In the afternoon of the next day, ' several gentlemen ap- 
plied to Mr. Oliver, to advise him to make a publick declara- 
tion, that he would resign the office, and never act in it j 
without which they said his house would be imme(^ately de- 
stroyed, and his life in continual danger ; upon w^ich he was 
obliged to authorize some gentlemen to declare in publick, that 
he would immediately apply for leave to resign, and would not 
act in the office (as indeed it was impossible for him to do) un- 
til he received further orders.' 

An officer addressing the lords of trade, writes thus : — 
' After the demolition of Mr. Oliver's house was found so 
practicable and easy, that the government was obliged to look 
on, without being able to take any one step to prevent it, and 
the principal people of the town publickly avowed and justi- 
fied the act, the mob, both great and small, became highly 
elated, and all kinds of ill-humours were set on foot.' 

' On Monday, August 26, there was some small rumour, 
that mischifef would be done that night ; but it was in general 
disregarded. Towards evening some boys began to light a 
bonfire before the Town-house, which is an usual signal for a 
mob. Before it was quite dark, a great company of people 
gathered together, crying. Liberty and Property ; which is 
their usual notice of their intention to plunder and pull down 
an house. They went first to Mr. Paxton's house, who is 
marshall of the court of Admiralty, and surveyor of the port ; 
and finding before it the owner of the house (Mr. Paxton be- 
ing only a tenant) he assured them, that Mr. Paxton had quit- 
ted the house with his best effects, and that the house was his ; 
that he had never injured them, and finally, invited them to 
go to the tavern and drink a barrel of punch : the offer was 
accepted, and so that house was saved. As soon as they bad 
drank the punch, they went to the house of Mr. Story, reg- 
ister-deputy of the Admiralty, [opposite the North corner of 
the Court-house] broke into it, and broke it all to pieces, axid 
took out all the books and papers, among which were all the 
records of the court of Admiralty, and carried them to the 
bonfire, and there burnt them ; they also looked about for 
him with an intention to kill him. From thence they went to 
Mr. Hallowell's, comptroller of the customs, broke into his 
house, [recently the mansion house of Hon. John Coffin Jones, 
in Hanover-street, where the new Trinitarian Church is now 
building] and destroyed and carried ofT every thing of value, 
with about 30l. sterling, in cash. This house was lately built 
by himself, and fitted and furnished with great elegance. 

' But the grand mischief of all was to come. The Lieuten- 
ant-governour had been apprized, that there was an evil spirit 
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gone forth against him ; but, being conscious that he had not 
in the least deserved to be made a party, in regard to the 
Stamp-act or the Custom-house, he rested in full security that 
the mob would not attack him ; and he was at supper with 
his family when he received advice that the mob was coming 
to him. He immediately sent away his children, and deter- 
mined to stay in the house himself : but, happily, his eldest 
daughter returned, and declared she would not stir from the 
house, unless he went with her; by which means she got him 
away, which was undoubtedly the occasion of saving his life. 
For, as soon as the mob had got into the house, [it was that 
now occupied by William Little esq. in Garden-Court street] 
with a most irresistible fury, they immediately looked about 
for him, to murder him, and even made diligent enquiry 
whither he was gone. They went to work with a rage scarce 
to be exemplified by the most savage people. Every thing 
moveable was destroyed in a most minute manner, except 
such things of value as were worth carrying off ; among which 
were near lOOOl. sterling, in specie, besides a great quantity 
of family plate, &c. But the loss to be most lamented is, that 
there was in one room, kept for that purprase, a large and val- 
uable collection of manuscripts and original papers, which he 
had been gathering all his life-time, and to which all persons, 
who had been in possession of valuable papers of a publick 
kind, had been contributing, as to a publick Museum. As these 
related to the history and policy of the country, from the time 
of its settlement to the present, and was the only collection of 
its kind, the loss of the publick is great and irretrievable, as it 
is to himself, the loss of the papers of a family, which had 
made a figure in this province for a hundred and thirty years. 
As for the house, which from the structure and inside finish- 
ing, seemed to be from a design of Inigo Jones or his suc- 
cessor, it appears that they were a long while resolved to level 
it to the ground : they worked three hours at the cupola be- 
fore they could get it down, and they uncovered part of the 
roof ; but I suppose, that the thickness of the walls, which 
were of very fine brick-work, adorned with Ionic pilasters 
worked into the wall, prevented their completing their pur- 
pose, though they worked at it till daylight. The next day, 
the streets were found scattered with money, plate, gold rings, 
&;c. which had been dropped in carrying off. The whole loss 
in this house is reckoned at £3168. 17s. 9d. lawful.' 

The principal citizens, perceiving that such outrages must 
infallibly injure a cause they considered just, were very 
strenuous to distinguish this tumultuous conduct from the 
truly noble opposition which they wished to manifest to the 
imposition of internal taxes by authority of parliament. 
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A town meeting was held, as early as possible on the next 
day, and the town expressed their ' detestation' of the vio- 
lent proceedings of the past night, and unanimously voted, 
that the selectmen and magistrates be desired to use their ut- 
most endeavours to suppress such disorders for the future. 

In the month of September* a quantity of the stamps arri- 
ved, and Gov. Bernard, finding that Mr. Oliver could ' not 
safely meddle with them,' asked the advice of the Gen. Court, 
in order that they might be preserved safe and secure, but 
the Court excused themselves from giving any advice or as- 
sistance on the subject, and the stamps were deposited in the 
Castle for safe keeping. 

The first of November had been appointed as a sort of Ju- 
bilee, before the riot of the 26th of August happened, and it 
had for many years been customary to celebrate ih? fifth of 
November. The following account of the events of those two 
days, in 1 765, are from the Mass. Gazette, and convey a 
strong idea of the publick excitement. 

' Last Friday being the day the stamp-act was to take place, 
the publick were not much alarmed or displeased at the morn- 
ing's being ushered in by the tolling of bells in several parts 
of the town, and the vessels in the harbour displaying their 
colours half mast high, in token of mourning : and though 
some previous steps had been taken by authority to prevent 
any pageantry, fearing lest tumult and disorder might be the 
consequence, yet the people were soon informed that the 
Great Tree at the South part of the town (known by the name 
of the Tree of Liberty ever since the memorable 1 4th of Aug- 
ust) was adorned with the effigies of the two famous or rather 
infamous enemies of American Liberty,- G — ge G — nv — e and 
J—hn H — sk — . The figures continued suspended without any 
molestation till about 3 o'clock in the afternoon, when they 
were cut down in the view and amid the acclamations of sev- 
eral thousand people of all ranks, and being placed in a cart, 
were with great solemnity and order followed by the multi- 
tude, formed into regular ranks, to the Court-house, where the 
Assembly was then sitting ; fromr thence proceeding to the 
North end of the town and then returning up Middle Street, 
they passed back through the town to the gallows on the Neck, 
where the effigies were again hung up, and after continuing 
some time were cut down, when the populace, in token of their 



* Sept 11. There was a general rejoiciiiE^ on the change of ministry, of which news was 
received, and ■ On the body of the largest tree was fixed with large deciL nails, that it 
might last (as a poet said, Wee oaktn htiKh to ptrpttuity^) a copper plate [2 l-2ft. by 3 1-2] 
with these words stamped thereon in golden letters; Tht tret efKlerts, Aug. 14. 176S.' 

t 
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utmost detestation of the men they were designed to repre- 
sent, tore them in pieces and flung their limbs with indigna- 
tion into the air. This being done, three cheers were given, 
and every man was desired to repair to his home, which was 
so punctually performed, that the evening was more remark- 
able for peace and quietness than common ; a circumstance 
that would at any time redound to the honour of the town, 
but was still more agreeable, as the fears of many were great 
lest it should prove another 26th of August ; for the horrid 
violences of which night we hope the good order of this will 
in some measure atone, as it is a proof such conduct was not 
agreeable to the sentiments of the town, but was only the 
lawless ravages of some foreign villains, who took advantage 
of the over-heated temper, of a very few people of this place, 
and drew them in to commit such violences and disorders as 
they shuddered at with horror in their copier hours.' 

' Tuesday last being the anniversary of the commemora- 
tion of the happy deliverance of the English nation from the 
Popish Plot, commonly called The Powder Plot, the guns 
at Castle William and at the batteries in town were fired at 
1 o'clock ; as also on board the men of war in the harbour. 

' It has long been the custom in this town on the Fifth of 
November for numbers of persons to exhibit on stages some 
pageantry, denoting their abhorrence of Popery and the 
horrid Plot which was to have, been executed on that day 
in the year 1685 ; these shews of late years had been contin- 
ued in the evening, and wc have often seen the bad effects at- 
tending'them at such a time ; the servants and negroes would 
disguise themselves, and being armed with clubs would en- 
igage each other with great violence, whereby many came off 
badly wounded ; in short they carried it to such lengths that 
two parties were created in the tpwn, under the appellation of 
J^orth-End and South-End : but the disorders that had been 
committed from time to time induced several gentlemen to try 
a reconciliation between the two parties ; accordingly the 
chiefs met on the first of this instant, and conducted that af- 
fair in a very orderly manner ; in the evening the command- 
er of the South entered into a treaty with the commander of 
the North, and after making several overtures they recipro- 
cally engaged on a UNION, and the former distinctions to 
subside ; at the same time the chiefs with their assistants en- 
gaged upon their honour, no mischiefs should arise by their 
means, and that they would prevent any disorders on the 5th 
— when the day arrived the morning was all quietness — about 
noon the pageantry,representing the Pope, Devil, and several 
other effigies signifying Tyranny, Oppression, Slavery, &c. 
were brought on stages from the North and South, and met in 
King-street, where the Union was established in a very cere- 
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monial manner, and having given three huzzas, they inter- 
changed ground, the South marched to the North, and the 
North to the South, parading through the streets until they met 
again near the Court-house : the whole then proceeded to the 
Tre6 of Liberty, under the shadow of which they refreshed 
themselves for a while, and then retreated to the northward, 
agreeable to their plan ; — they reached Copps' Hill before 6 
o'clock, where they halted, and having enkindled a fire, the 
whole pageantry was committed to the flames and consumed-: 
this being finished, every person was requested to retire to 
their respective homes — It must be noticed to the honour of 
all those concerned in this business that every thing was con- 
ducted in a most regular manner, and such order observed as 
could hardly be expected among a concourse of several thou- 
sand people — all seemed to be joined agreeable to their prin- 
cipal motto Lovely Unity — the leaders, Mr. Mcintosh from the 
South, and Mr. Swift from the North, appeared in military 
habits, with small canes resting on their left arms, having mu- 
sick in front and flank ; their assistants appeared also distin- 
guished with small reeds, then the respective corps followed, 
among whom were a great number of persons in rank : these 
with the spectators filled the streets ; not a club was seen 
among the whole, nor was any negro allowed to approach near 
the stages ; — after the conflagration the populace retired, and 
the town remained the whole night in better order than it had 
ever been on this occasion. — Many gentlemen seeing the af- 
fair so well conducted, contributed to make up a handsome 
purse to entertain those that carried it on. — This union, and 
one other* more extensive, may be looked upon as the (perhaps 
the only) happy effects arising from the S — p A — t.' 

To relieve the merchants in some measure from the diffi- 
culties to which they were exposed, the custom-house ofiicers 
gave to vessels destined for foreign ports a certificate, that no 
stamps could be procured in Boston. Trusting to this secu- 
rity, and perhaps willing to contest the right of parliament 
to impose the stamp duty before a court in England, John 
Hancock, esq.t despatched the first ship, the Boston Packet, 
Capt. Marshall, which arrived safe at London and was ad- 
mitted without any trouble. Some other vessels sailed in the 
same month of November. 

In the early part of December the Sons of Liberty (so 
those who espoused the popular side were called, adopting 
the appellation given them by Col. Barre on the floor of par- 

* Referring probably to an agreement not to import goods from England. 

t Mr. Hancock was one of tbe selectmen : the year preceding he had come into posses- 
sion of a large estate, left to him by his uncle Thomas H. a great benefector of the town 
and also of Harvard College. 
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liament) received information, that there was some probability 
that Mr. Oliver would accept the commission to distribute 
stamps, notwithstanding his former resignation. He was 
challenged by an anonymous writer to give a decided an- 
swer to the question, whether it were so or not. By the fa- 
vour of the printer, he was permitted to reply in the same ga- 
zette. This was not satisfactory, and he received a note on 
the ]6th, desiring him to appear ' to-morrow, under Liberty- 
Tree, at 12 o'clock, to make a publick resignation.' Accord- 
ingly the selectmen, with the merchants and the principal in- 
habitants of the town, to the amount of upwards of 2000, as- 
sembled at the Tree, at the time appointed. Mr. O. sent a 
note with ' compliments to the gentlemen assembled,' contain- 
ing a proposition to have the ceremony performed at the Town- 
house ; but this not being agreeable, he came up to the Tree 
and declared as follows : 

Whereas a Declaration was yesterday insevied in my name and at my desire^ in s6me of the 
Boston nevispapers, that I vioutd not act as distributor of the StampSj Tuithin this PromncCf' 
vihich declaration, I am informed, is not satisfactory : 

£ do hereby in tbe most explicit and unreserved manner declare, that I have never taliea 
any measures, in consequence of my deputatibn for that purpose, to act in tbe office ; and 
that I never will, directly or indirectly, by myself or any under me, make use of the said 
deputation, or take any measures for enforcing the Btamp-Act in America, which is so grie- 
vous to the people. Andrew Oliver. 

Boston, 1*7 Dec. 1763. 

^ufolk^ ss. Boston, Dec. t^th, 1765. 

The Honourable Andre\^ Oliver, Esq. subscriber to the above writing, made oath to the 
same. (Signed) Ri. Dana, Just. Pads. 

After which three cheers were given, and then Mr. Secretary made a short speech to the 
following purport, viz. " That he had an utter detestation of the Stamp-Act, and would do 
■all that lay in his power to serve this town or province; and desired that they would no 
longer look on him as an enemy, but as another man." After which three cheers were 
4gain given him — and Hanover Square was clear in 10 minutes. 

It is by no means to be inferred, from the pertinacity with 
which the people of Boston pursued Mr. Oliver, to compel 
him to a resignation in their own way, that he was a man of 
vile or mean character. On the contrary, Dr. Eliot's Biogra- 
phy tells us, ' he was highly respectable for his piety, integ- 
rity, and knowledge of the affairs of the province.' But it 
was his misfortune to differ from the majority ; and we may 
gather, from the zeal with which the majority could crowd 
upon such a man, some notion of the height to which popular 
excitement had reached. / 

The courts of law continuing closed, a memorial was pre- 
sented, Dec. 18th, to the Governour in Council, from the 
town of Boston, urging him toyCxert his influence, 'that under 
no pretence whatever, we may be any longer deprived of this 
invaluable blessing.' The committee to present the memorial 
34 
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were S. Adams, John Rowe, Th. Gushing, J. Ruddock, Saml. 
SewaH, John Hancock, J. Henshaw, B. Kent, and Arnold 
Welles. At the same time, Jer. Gridley, James Otis, and 
John Adams, were ' applied to as counsel to appear in behalf 
of the town in support of said memorial*^ The result of the 
memorial was not immediately satisfactory ; but the courts 
were opened shortly after. 

Liberty Tree became a sort of idol. On the 14th of Feb- 
ruary, 1 766, ' it was pruned after the best manner, agreeable 
to a vote passed by the true-born Sons of Liberty,' by a num- 
ber of carpenters appointed for the purpose, and a gentleman 
well skilled in these affairs as a director. So that the Tree 
"Was now become a great ornament to the street. Thursday 
the 20lh was fixed for burning one of the stamped papers in 
the principal towns in every colony. In Boston, the ceremo- 
ny ' was conducted with great decency and good order,' and 
the effigies of Bute and Grenville, in full court dress, were ad- 
ded to the bonfire. On the 24th a vessel arrived from Ja- 
maica with stamped clearances. The Sons of Liberty imme- 
diately sent an order to one of their members ' to go and 
demand in their names, those marks of Creole slavery.' 
* Whereupon the person to whom the above was directed, 
with a number of others, immediately on the receipt thereof, 
repaired to the vessel, and being told the captain was gone 
to enteral the Custom-house, they proceeded thither ; when 
the above warrant being shown, the said stamped clearance 
was delivered to them ; they then fixed it on a pole, and car- 
ried it to the lower end of the Court-house, where they put 
the pole in the stocks and exposed the paper to publick view 
until the time appointed for execution. At one o'clock the 
warrant was read with an audible voice, the execution- 
er then carried the guilty criminal to the centre of King- 
street, and with a lighted match set fire to one of the S — p- 
A — ts, and with that burnt the offspring of that hydra-headed 
monster ; while the smoke was ascending, the executioner pro- 
nounced the following words, viz. — ^" Behold the smoke as- 
cends to Heaven, to witness between the isle of Britain and 
an injured people !" Three cheers were then given, and the 
'Change was clear in a few minutes, without the least disorder.' 

The tone of the writers in the publick journals became 
more decided. In the B. Gazette, March 17th, we find one 
exclaiming, ' Since the stamp act imposed upon us is uncon- 
stitutional, shall we not then all as one man join in opposing 
it, and spill the last drop of our blood, if necessity should 
require, rather than live to see it take place in America !' — 
This is the first intimation we have discovered, of any thing 
like the possibility of an appeal to ajrms : and the author, that 
his views may not be misunderstood, proceeds, ' any one, af- 
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ter a thorough, search and consideration, would, rather than 
lose his liberty, be bored through the centre of life with the 
fatal lead.' 

Happily the change of ministry was then about producing 
a change of measures, which served to avert that crisis till a 
more favourable season. Information was received in Boston 
on the 16th of May, that the Stamp Act was repealed. It 
is impossible to express the joy the inhabitants in general 
were in, on receiving this great and glorious news. The bells 
were immediately set a ringing, and the cannon fired under 
Liberty Tree and many other parts of the town. It is men- 
tioned, as ' worthy of remark, that the vessel which brought 
this glorious news is owned by that worthy patriot, John 
Hancock esq.'* Monday the 19th was appointed for a day 
of general rejoicing on the happy occasion. The ardour of 
the people was so great, that, immediately after the clock 
struck one in the morning, the bell of Dr. Byles's church (as 
being the nearest to Liberty Tree) was set a ringing, which 
was soon answered fey the bells on Christ Church, at the 
other end of the town. Before two, musick was heard in all 
the streets, the drums beat and guns fired. As soon as it 
grew light enough to see, Dr. Byles's steeple was hung with 
banners. Liberty Tree decorated with flags, and colours and 
pendants displayed on the tops of houses all round the town. 
In the evening the town was universally illuminated and 
shone like day : fire works were every where played' off, 
especially on the Common : the air was filled with rockets, 
the ground with bee-hives and serpents. Mr. Hancock gave a 
grand and elegant entertainment to the genteel part of the 
town\. and treated the populace with a pipe of Madeira wine. 
Mr. Otis and some other gentlemen, who lived near the com- 
mon, kept open house. On the common the sons of liberty 
had a magnificent pyramid erected, illuminated with 280 
lamps. About twelve o'clock, upon a signal given and the beat 
of a drum, the populace retired to their respective dwellings, 
the lights were put out, and the town was hushed in an unusual 
silence. The evening following, all the gentlemen in the town 
contributed lanterns to illuminate Liberty Tree, till the 
boughs could hold no more, which made a most beautiful and 
splendid appearance. These well conducted rejoicings were 
ushered in, with a subscription for liberating all the poor per- 
sons in gaol for debt, by which the money was raised, and 
tbe.debtors were released, to partake of the joy that smiled in 
every countenance. 



* Otis, Gushing, Adams, and Hancock constituted the Boston delegation in 1766. Mr. H. 
■was chosen instead of Tiiomas Gray, who supplied the place of Tyler, chosen into the coun- 
cil in 1764 served also in 'BS, and this year resigned. 
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'■ The ministers of religion bore' their part in these joyfd 
scenes ; the sermons of Mr. Stillman of the Baptist church, 
Dr. Mayhew of the West, and Dr. Chauncy of the First 
Church were printed. That of the first was preached on the 
sabbath after the arrival of the news, Dr. Mayhew's on the 
Friday succeeding, and Dr. Chauncy's on a day of thanksgiv- 
ing, set apart for the purpose. 



CHAPTER XL VII. 

We do say then to Cxfiar, 
Our ancestor was that Mulmutius, whkh 
Ordain *d our laws, whose use the sword of Caesar 
Hath too much mangled ; whose repair and franchise 
Shall, by the power we hold, be our good deed. 

Cynibeline. 

Notwithstanding these expressions of universal exultatiotf, 
the publick mind was not entirely appeased. Gov. Bernard 
was suspected of having promoted the stamp act and other of- 
fensive measures, though he formally disavowed having had 
any agency in the business. The House of representatives, 
at the General Election, May 28, 1766, made choice of Mr. 
Otis of Boston for their speaker. His Excellency saw prop- 
er to disapprove the choice, and Mr. Gushing of Boston was 
elected in his stead. Samuel Adams was at the same time 
chosen clerk. This act of the Governour may have been 
the result of sound discretion ; but it served to exasperate 
the feelings of the House, and they retaliated by leaving out 
of the list of counsellors, the Lieut. Governour, the Secretary 
A. Oliver, Judge Peter Oliver, and the Attorney-General 
Trowbridge, who all had seats at the board in the preceding 
year. Thus the spirit of division was reciprocally fomented. 
On the 2d of June, a series of pieces, signed Paskalos, was 
commenced in the Boston Gazette, against the Governour, in 
which his conduct is represented as mean, cowardly, and ut- 
terly unworthy of his station, and strong intimations are given 
that the people would be glad to see some other person in 
the chair. 

The events of the past year were kept in remembrance by 
a demand from the ministry, that compensation should be 
made to those who had suffered by the riotous proceedings of 
the 14th and 26tb of August. The demand was brought for- 
ward in an offensive form, but was eventually complied with. 
Another thing, which also kept alive the fears of the patriots 
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was the resolve of parliament, that accompanied the repeal of 
the stamp act, viz. ' that Parliament had, hath, and of right 
ought to have full power and authority to make laws of suffi- 
cient force and validity to bind the colonies and people of 
America, subject to the crown of G. B. in all cases whatever.' 
Against this claim, the writers of the day did not hesitate to 
declare that ' opposition ought to be made.' 

On the 25th of November, ' a large transport ship, having 
on board a detachment of H. M. Royal train of artillery 
bound to Quebec, after making many attempts to get up the 
river in vain, was obliged to put in here.' The Gov. made 
provision for them, in pursuance of the late act of parliament, 
the mutiny act. On the 30th of Jan. 1767, the H. of R. beg- 
ged to be informed, whether this had been done at the ex- 
pense of this government ; and on learning that it was so, re- 
monstrated in the strongest terms against the proceeding, as 
an open violation of constitutional and charter rights. On 
the 28th of May following, twenty-seven recruits were brought 
in, and the lieutenant, who had charge of them, called for 
quarters. The Gov. referred the matter to the Council, and 
they advised him to submit it to the consideration of the 
House, and the house ' resolved, that such provision be made 
for these men as has been heretofore usually made for H. M. 
regular troops, when occasionally in this province.' 

About the last of July an unexpected change took place in 
the ministry, and, a short time after, the chancellor of the 
exchequer (Charles Townsend) moved in the H. of Commons 
to impose duties on tea, glass, and colours, imported from En- 
gland into America : he proposed also to suppress the duties 
on teas, that should be shipped from E. for A. and impose a 
duty of three pence per pound upon their introduction into the 
American ports. These two bills were passed without much op- 
position, and approved hy the king. In the preamble, it was 
declared that the produce of the duties should be applied to de- 
fray the expenses of the government in America. It was also 
enacted that the ministry might, from this fund, grant stipends 
and salaries to the governours and to the judges in the colo- 
nies, and determine the amount of the same. The act was to 
take effect on the 20th of November, but, as if it was appre- 
hended that the new tax would be too well received by the 
colonists, and purposely to irritate their minds, by placing be- 
fore their eyes, the picture of the tax-gatherers to be employ- 
ed in the collection of these duties, another act was passed 
creating a permanent administration of the customs in Amer- 
ica. And to crown the whole, the town of Boston was selec- 
ted for the seat of this new establishment. 

On the 28th of October a town meeting was held, at which 
Mr. Otis was chosen moderator ; and a written address to the 
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inhabitants, subscribed Philo Patrim, recommencling economy 
and manufactures, being read, the town took into considera- 
tion the petition of a number of inhabitants, ' that some effect 
tual measures might be agreed upon to promote industry^ 
economy, and manufactures : thereby to prevent the unneces- 
sary importation of European commodities, which threaten 
the country with poverty and.ruin.' Messrs. John Rowe, Wm. 
Gretnhaf, Melatiah Bourne, SamH Austin, Edw. Payne, Edm. 
Sidney, tertius, John Ruddock, Jona. Williams, Josh. Hensham, 
Head. Inches, Solo. Davis, Joshua WinsUym, and Thos. Gushing, 
were appointed a committee to prepare a subscription paper, 
for the above object. Accordingly, they brought forward a 
form, in which the signers agree ' to encourage the use and 
consumption of all articles manufactured in any of the British 
Amer. colonies and more especially in this province, and not 
to purchase, after the 31st of Dec. next, any of certain enu- 
merated articles, imported from abroad ; and also strictly to 
adhere to the late regulation respecting funerals, and not to 
use any gloves, but what are manufactured here, nor procure 
any new garments upon such an occasion, but what shall be 
absolutely necessary.' Copies of these articles were direct- 
ed to every town in this province, and to all the other princi- 
pal towns in America, where they were generally approved 
and adopted. 

In November, Wm. Burch and Henry Hulton, esqrs. two of 
the five commissioners of the customs, arrived in Boston.* 
On the 11th of Feb. 1768, the House of Representatives ad- 
dressed a circular to the speakers of other houses on the con- 
tinent, in which, among other complaints of the acts for rais^ 
ing a revenue, they enumerate the commission of these men, 
as a grievance which may become dangerous to the liberty 
of the people. ' On the 18th of March, being the anniversa- 
ry of the repeal of the stamp act, and observed as a day of 
rejoicing, a few disorderly persons, mostly boys, assembled 
in the evening, paraded some of the streets, and finally repair- 
ed to the house of John Williams, esq. the inspector-general. 
Whether their design Avas to do him an injury or not, by his 
address and soft treatment of them, together with the inter- 
position of some of the neighbouring householders, they soon 
retired and dispersed without doing any mischief at all.' 

An occurrence of more importance took place on Friday, 
the 10th of June. Towards evening the officers of the cus« 
toms made a seizure of a sloop, belonging to and lying at the 
wharf of John Hancock. The vessel was improved for the 



* k. writer ia Sup. to B. Gaz. Dec 28, 1767, exults that ' the trump of freedom and inde- 
pendcnce sounds again tiirougliout this continent.' 
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purpose of storing some barrels of oil, for which there was 
not room in the owner's stores.* One of the oflScers immedi- 
ately made a signal to H. M. ship Romney, Capt. Corner, 
then lying in the stream, upon which her boats were manned 
and armed and made towards the wharf. Several gentlemen 
present advised the officers not to move the sloop, as there 
would be no attempt allowed by the owner to rescue her out 
of their hands : but notwithstanding this declaration, her fast 
was cut away, and she carried under the guns of the Rom- 
ney. This provoked the people who had collected on the 
shore, and in the dispute, the collector (Harrison), and comp^ 
troller, and the collector's son, were roughly used and pelted 
with stones. The noise brought together a mixed multitude,' 
who followed up to the comptroller's house and broke some 
of his windows, but withdrew by the advice of some prudent 
gentlemen that interposed. 

By this time they were joined by a party of sailors and 
vagrants, who were suspicious of an intention to impress them 
on board the ship. These went in search of one of the man- 
of-war's boats, and in their way met the inspector (Irvine) : 
him they attacked, broke his sword, and tore his clothes ; but 
by some assistance he escaped to a house in King-st. No 
boat being ashore, between 8 and 9 o'clock they went to one 
of the docks, and dragged out a large pleasure boat, belong- 
ing to .the collector : this they drew along the street, with 
loud huzzaing all the way into the Common, where they set 
fire to it and burnt it to ashes : they also broke several win- 
dows in. the houses of the collector and inspector-general 
(Williams) which were nigh the Common. No other outrage 
was committed that night. 

Several instances of impressment had occurred under ag- 
gravated circumstances, and one was even attempted and ex- 
ecuted on the Saturday following the above. These things, 
added to the prospect that the trade and business of the town 
was in a manner ruined, raised Such a spirit of resentment in 
the people, that the commissioners and their officers, with the 
collector and comptroller, thought it most prudent to repair on 
board the Romney, as did also the officers of that ship. 

On Monday the people in town were in great agitation, but 
lest any tumult might arise at night, a notification was issued 
requesting the Sons of Liberty to meet at Liberty-Hall, on 
Tuesday, at 10 A. M. The expectation of this meeting kept 
the town in peace. Early on Tuesday morn the colours were 

*, On the 17th of Aug. the Judge of Admiralty ' decreed the sloop Liberty, seized the 10th 
Df June last, to be forfeited ; but the 200 barrels of oil and six barrels of tar, which 
acre on board her when seized, were cleared.' B. Ohron. Aug. 22.-Sept. lO- 
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flying on Liberty Tree, and, at the hour appointed, vast 
numbers of the inhabitants appeared ; but the weather being 
wet and uncomfortable in the street, they adjourned to Fan- 
euil-hali, where it was proposed to have a legal meeting 
called, which was immediately ordered by the selectmen to 
take; place at 3 o'clock. At three, the inhabitants met, but 
so great was the concourse, that they were obliged to adjourn 
to the Old South meeting-house. After very cool and delib- 
erate debates upon the distressed circumstances of the town, 
a petition to the Governour was unanimously adopted, and a 
committee of 21 gentlemen appointed to present it. In this 
petition the town took a bolder stand than any publick assem- 
bly here had before taken. Having commenced with a strong 
declaration of rights and injuries, they say, 

' The town is at this crisis in a situation, nearly such as if 
war was formally declared against it. To contend with our 
parent stale is in our idea the most shocking and dreadful ex- 
tremity : but tamely to relinquish the only security, we and 
our posterity retain of the enjoyment of our lives and proper- 
ties, without one struggle, i^ so humiliating and base, that we 
cannot support the reflection. We apprehend, Sir, that it is 
at your option, in your power, and we would hope in your 
inclination, to prevent this distressed and justly incensed peo- 
ple _/rom effecting too much, and from the shame and reproach of 
attempting too little.'' 

The Governour received the deputation graciously, but re- 

Slied to their petition to have the Romney ordered out of the 
arbour, that he had no authority over H. M.'s ships. Capt. 
Corner, however, gave publick notice on the 20th, that he 
would not take any man belonging to or married in the 
province, nor any employed in the trade along shore, or to 
the neighbouring colonies. The legislature being in session, 
the town gave instructions to their representatives, in terms 
equally strong with those expressed in the above petition : 
but they had little opportunity to act in conformity to them : 
for OD the first of July, the House was dissolved by the Gov- 
ernour, in consequence of a refusal to rescind and disavow 
their circular letter of Feb. lUh, in compliance with the or- 
ders of the British ministry. 

On the first of August, 211 Boston merchants and traders 
agreed, that, for one year from the last day of the present 
year, they would not send for or import, either on their own 
account or on commission, or purchase of any that may im- 
port, any kind of merchandise from G. B. except coals, salt, 
and some articles necessary for the fisheries, nor import any 
tea, glass, paper, or colours, until the acts imposing duties 
on those articles are repealed. In that month also, a"°'''j^'' 
difficulty occurred between some of the town's people and the 



HISTORT OF BOSTON. 273 

crew of the Romney, in which the former gained their point 
and compelled the man-of-war's men to quit the wharf, which 
they did in great fury. On the 14th, a large company cele- 
brated the anniversary of the first opposition to the stamp act 
at the Tree of Liberty. 

The combination of all these proceedings on the part of 
the people of Boston, furnished Gen. Thomas Gage, who was 
commander of the military forces in North America, with a 
sufficient pretence for sending a portion of regular troops into 
Boston. His intentions to do so became generally known in 
July, but nothing certain was determined until September. 
On the 12th ,of that month, a town meeting was held on the 
subject in Faneuil-Hall. The meeting was opened with pray- 
er by the Rev, Dr. Samuel Cooper, of Brattle-street church. 
Mr. Otis was chosen moderator, and Messrs. T. Gushing, 
Sam'l Adams, Richard Dana, John Rowe, John Hancock, 
Benja. Kent, and Dr. Joseph Warren, were appointed to wait 
on His Ex. and humbly request him to communicate the rea- 
sons on which he supposed troops would be ordered here. A 
committee was also appointed to request him forthwith to issue 
precepts for a general assembly. H. E. replied, ^^tfaat his in- 
formation respecting the troops was only of a private nature, 
and that the-business of calling another Assembly was before 
the king, and H. E. could do nothing in it without H. M.'s 
commands. 

But it did not please the town of Boston to wait for His 
Majesty's determination. They met again on the next day, and 
among other things* resolved to choose ' a suitable number of 
persons to act for them as a committee in convention, with sucK 
as may be sent to join them from the several towns in this 
province, in order that such measures may be consulted and 
advised as H. M.'s service, and the peace and safety of his 
subjects in the province may require.' A circular was forth- 
with addressed to the several towns, and on Thursday the 
22d of September, upwards of seventy gentlemen appeared 
as committees from sixty-six towns,t besides districts. Messrs 
Otis, S. Adams, Hancock, and Gushing, were the members 
from Boston. Gushing was chosen chairman. Their debates 
and proceedings were open : and the first step was to prepare 
a petition to H. E. for the calling of a General Assembly. 
H. E. begged to be excused ' from receiving a message from 
that assembly, which is called a Gommittee of Gonvention, 



* One vote was, that ' as there is at this time a prev^ling apprehension of approaching 
war with France,' ^very inhabitant be requested to provide iumself with * a well fixed_ 
firelock, musket, accoutrements, and ammunition,' as the law requires. 

t The number afterwards increased to above 100 from 98 towns and districts, 

35 
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for that would be to admit it to be a legal assembly, which I 
can by no means allow.' On the same day, H. E. sent a 
message, without a signature, declaring his opinion that this 
convention was to ail intents and purposes ' an assembly of 
the representatives of the people,' and therefore, says he, ' I 
do earnestly admonish you, that, instantly and before you do 
any business, you break up this assembly and separate your- 
selves.' This message was by vote ordered to be returned to 
the secretary, and the next day it was sent with the signature 
of Fra, Bernard. On Saturday, the convention sent an an- 
swer, by way of message, but H. E. refused to receive it. 
The convention continued their session every day till the 
29th, during which time they adopted a letter to be transmit- 
ted to Dennys De Berdt, the agent of the province, at London, 
and published ' a result of their conference and consultation,' 
in which they declared their allegiance to the king, their ab- 
horrence of riots, and their determination to yield all assist- 
ance to the civil magistrate towards suppressing them, and 
also declared their rights, by charter and by nature, and their 
humble, dependence on their gracious sovereign, that their 
wrongs would be speedily redressed. 

It is probable, that the convention effected all that was de- 
sirable at that moment, and fortunate perhaps that they dis- 
persed so soon : Otherwise Gov. Bernard might have im- 
proved the opportunity, as he threatened, to ' assert the pre- 
rogative of the crown in a more publick manner.' For on 
the 28th of Sept. six of H. M.'s ships of war, from Halifax, 
came to anchor in Nantasket. ' On Friday, Sept. 30th, 1768, 
the ships of war, armed schooners, transports, &c. came up 
the harbour and anchored round the town ; their cannon 
loaded and springs on their cables, as for a rfegular siege. At 
noon on Saturday, Oct. I, the 14th and 29th regiments, a de- 
tachment from the 59th, and train of artillery with two pieces 
of cannon, landed on the Long-wharf, then formed and 
marched with insolent parade, drums beating, fifes playing, 
and colours flying, up King-street : each soldier having re- 
ceived sixteen round of shot.'* 

During various disputes about quarters for the troops, the 
council maintaining that they were not obliged by law, in- 



* This quotation is from an engraving of the scene, published by Paul Revere. The view 
embmces the front of the town from the Old South meeting-house to the North Battery : 
Eight ships of war with tenders are seen lying ofi* the wharves : the Red coats landing on 
the 8. side of Long-whf : and a truck placed about midway, under guard, to prevent the peo- 
ple pasting down. It is dedicated thus : * To the Earl of HiUaborough^ H. M.U secretary of 
state fir .inurico, this view of the only well-planned expedition^ formed for supporting the 
dignity of Britain and chattiting the inaolenoe of Amtrica, is hurnbly inscribed,^ 
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deed that they were forbidden by law, to quarter them in 
the town, while the barracks at the Castle were not filled, 
some of them were lodged in the Town-house, some in Faneuil- 
hali, and some in stores at Griffin's wharf: and the town was 
afflicted with all the appearance and inconveniences of a gar- 
risoned place. 

, It was about this time that the luxury of Tea became pro- 
scribed. In Boston 200 families had agreed to abstain en- 
tirely from the use of it, by the 6th of October : other towns 
followed the example, and entered into similar agreements ; 
the students of Harvard College are highly applauded for 
resolving, ' with a spirit becoming Americans, to use no more 
of that pernicious herb,' and ' a gentleman in town, finding it 
very little in demand, shipped off a considerable quantity of 
the despised article.' 

' Amusements that would have been at other times innocent 
and congenial, were now foregone : especially if they wcre- 
to be partaken with those, who were held to be the instru- 
ments of despotism. A striking example was given, the win- 
ter after the British troops arrived. Some of the crown offi- 
cers, who thought the publick gloom disloyal, circulated a 
proposal for a regular series of dancing assemblies, with the 
insidious design of engaging the higher classes in fashionable 
festivity, to falsify the assertions of the prevailing distress, 
and also to undermine the stern reserve, that was maintained 
towards the army, and thereby allay the indignation against 
the system, which they were sent to enforce. But, out of the 
contracted limits of their own circle, they could not obtain 
the presence of any ladies. Elegant manners, gay uniforms, 
animating bands of musick, the natural impulse of youth, all 
were resisted : the women of Boston refused to join in osten- 
tatious gaiety, while their country was in mourning.' * 



CHAPTER XLVm. 

Remember March ! the ides of March remember. 



Shakspeare* 



' On Monday, the 30th of January, 1769, at about half af- 
ter 10 o'clock at night, the people adjoining to the gaol were 



* News-letter, Nov. 10. ' Several transports arrived here this morning from Cork, hav- 
ing on board part of the 64th and 65th regiments : the remainder are not yet in.' 

' We hear, the Honourable the Commissioners of Customs leave Castle William this week. 
■Preparations are making to hold their board in tOTTn, [at Ooncert-Haiy as heretofore." 
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alarmed by the prisoners crying Fire ! on which the keeper 
and a number of persons ran there, and found part of the in- 
side in a blaze. It was some time before the prisoners 
could be got out, the inner keys being lost in the confijsion, 
and the wooden work being so strongly bound with iron, that 
it was difficult to cut through the doors and partitions. Captr 
Wilson of the 69th reg. was particularly active in extricating 
them. It was expected the fire would be kept under, but the 
great quantity of inside timber work, occasioned it to rage 
with great violence, and the flames burst through the windows 
and reached the roof, which after burning some hours fell in ; 
the wood work burnt all night, and in the morning nothing 
remained but the bare stone walls. During the continuance 
of the fire, the town's people behaved with their usual alac- 
rity ; and many of the military were very active in assisting 
them ; the commodore was present, a number of officers and 
sailors were landed from tie ships, and an en^ne was sent 
from the Roniney. The commander of the main guard, with 
a party offered their service on the first alarm, which was de- 
clined ; but they were afterwards sent for and took charge of 
some of the prisoners.' This is the only good deed we have 
found attributed to the regular soldiers. 

It was generally understood in Boston, that the occurrences 
in the town, for some time past, had been represented at home 
in an unfavourable light : the selectmen* thought it their duty 
to call upon Governour Bernard, in behalf of the town, to 
communicate to them such representations of facts as he had 
sent to England ; and at the annual meeting in March, the 
town addressed the king in a most dutiful and loyal petition, 
^setting forth their grievances, and in the most affecting strains 
begging his royal protection, against their revilers and op- 
pressors. 

When the time for the annual choice of representatives 
came round, the selectmen waited on Gen. Mackay, who com- 
manded the troops in town, with the request that he would or- 
der them out of the town on the day of election. The Gene- 
ral declared that it was not in his power, but engaged to con- 
fine them within their barracks. The town met on the 5th 
of May, and before proceeding to business, entered upon their 
records a declaration of their rights, and a protest ' that their 
proceeding to an election under such circumstances, is wholly 
from necessity, and not to be considered as a precedent at any 
time hereafter, or construed as a voluntary receding from the 
incontestible rights of British subjects and freeholders on so 



* Joshua Hensbav, Jos. Jackson, J. Ruddock, J. Hancock, J. Rowe, Saml. FembsrtoD. 
11 • Incbes. 
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interesting an affair.' The next day, Messrs. Otis, Cashing, 
Adams, and Hancock, were chosen again; H. having 505, 
A. 503, C. and 0. 502, out of 508 votes: a result that speaks 
strongly of the unanimity of the town. 

When the legislature met, they refused to proceed to busi- 
ness in the Town-house, other than the choice of counsellors 
and officers, unless the fleet and army were.reraoved from the 
town and harbour. After waiting a fortnight, the Governour 
adjourned them to Cambridge. There they passed votes of 
censure upon his conduct. They also passed a petition to 
the king for his removal, and on the day after (June 28,) he 
informed them that he was ordered to attend upon the king 
to lay before him the state of the province. He left Boston, 
July 31, and Lieut. Gov. Hutchinson officiated in his stead. 

The occasions of controversy between the people and the 
servants of the crown were now almost as frequent as the occa- 
sions of intercourse, and every man felt himself interested in 
every occurrence that interested his neighbour. But the 
greatest excitement produced by any thing, that more particu- 
larly concerned an individual, arose from an attack upon Mr. 
Otis. His name had been introduced, in anoffijnsive manner, 
in some paper of the commissioners of the customs, and he 
therefore advertised them by name, Henry Hulton, Charles 
Paxton, William Burch, and John Robinson, as no more worthy 
of credit than Sir Francis Bernard, of Nettleham, Baronet. 
' The next evening, (Sept. 5t.h,) about 7 o'lock, Mr. O. went 
to the British Coffee-house, [it was on the spot where the 
Massachusetts Bank now stands, in State-st.] where Mr. Rob- 
inson was sitting in company with a number of army, navy, 
and revenue officers. As soon as he came in, an altercation 
took place, which terminated in Robinson's striking Otis with 
a cane, which was returned with a weapon of the same kind. 
Great confusion then ensued. The lights were extinguished, 
and Otis, without a friend, was surrounded by the adherents 
of Robinson. A young man, by the name of John Gridley, 
passing by, very boldly entered the Coffee-house, to take the 
part of Otis against so many foes ; but he was also assaulted, 
beaten, and turned out of the house. After some time the 
combatants were separated ; Robinson retreated by a back 
passage, and Otis was led home wounded and bleeding.. The 
animosity that existed towards the revenue officers, for their 
insolent and oppressive conduct, the sympathy and admira- 
tion that were cherished for the character, talents, and servi- 
ces of the leading patriot of his day, all conspired to give this 
transaction the odium of a scheme of assassination. Mr. O. 
instituted an action against Robinson, and obtained a verdict 
in his favour for £2,000 sterling damages. This sum he no- 
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bly declined receiving, on a suitable apology from the de- 
fendant.* 

In January, 1770, the merchants renewed their agreement 
not to import British goods. They held several meetings in 
Faneuii-Hall, and appointed committees of inspection, who 
should examine into the truth of reports, concerning the un- 
faithfulness of some who had signed the articles. The names 
of several were reported, and ordered to be published. Lieut. 
Gov. Hutchinson sent a message to one of these meetings, by 
the sheriff, (whose name was Stephen Greenleaf,) ' enjoining 
and requiring them without delay to separate and disperse, 
and to forbear all such unlawful assemblies for the fu- 
ture.' After a calm consideration of the message, it was 
unanimously voted to proceed : and a written answer 
was sent to His Honour, signifying their opinion that the 
meeting was warranted by law. 

Theophilus Lillie, who kept a shop near the New Brick 
meeting-house, was one of those denounced as Importers. On 
the 22d of February, some persons erected near Lillie's, a 
large wooden head, fixed on a pole, on which the faces of 
several importers were carved. One Ebenezer Richardson 
living in the neighbourhood, (who had acquired the appella- 
tion oi Informer,) endeavoured to persuade some teamsters from 
the country, to run the post down with their carts ; but 
they understanding the nature of the pageantry, would have 
nothing to do with it. Richardson foolishly persisted, and 
seized the bridle of the horses, but failed of his intent to guide 
the team against the post. On this, the boys set up a shout, 
which being resented by Richardson, they pelted him with 
dirt till they drove him into his own house. The noise gath- 
ered a considerable number of people. Hard words passed 
between Richardson and some of the multitude.; stones were 
thrown on both sides, till at length Richardson discharged a 
musket at random from his door, and another from his win- 
dow. One young man was severely injured, and a boy, 
Christopher Snider, about eleven years of age, received a 
mortal wound in his breast. Upon this the bells were set to 
ringing, and a vast concourse of people drawn together. 
Richardson, and one Wilmot, a seaman, who had taken his 
part in the affray, were secured and carried to Faneuil-Hall, 
where they underwent an examination and were committed 
for trial. 

The boy died in the course of the evening, and was remo- 
ved to his parents' house in Frog-lane [Boylston-st.] AH the 
friends of liberty were invited to attend the funeral ' of this 



* Tudor, p. 362— In October, 1769, the town publisbed an Appeal to the World, or Vlndi- 
catioD of Boston, rrom the aspersions of Bernard and others. 
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little hero and first martyr to the noble cause.' This innocent 
lad was announced as ' the first whose life had been a victim 
to the cruelty and rage of oppressors. Young as he was, he 
died in his country's cause, by the hand of one, directed by 
others, who could not bear to see the enemies of America 
made the ridicule of boys.' On Monday, the 26th, his funeral 
took place. The little corpse was set down under the Tree 
of Liberty, from which the procession began. The cofSn bore 
inscriptions appropriate to the times ; on the foot ' Latet un- 
guis in herba :'' on each side, '■ Haeret lateri lethalis arundo :'' 
and on the head, ' Innocentia nusquam tuta.'' Four or five hun- 
dred school boys, in couples, preceded the corpse ; six of the 
lad's playfelk)ws supported the pall ; the relatives followed, 
and after them a train of 1300 inhabitants on foot, and thirty 
chariots and chaises closed the procession. 

A more imposing spectacle than this could hardly have 
been contrived, or one better adapted to produce a lasting 
impression on the hearts of the beholders: but it was only 
the prelude to a scene of far greater horrour. The morning 
papers of Monday, the fifth of March, which told of this trans- 
action, gave also several accounts of quarrels between the sol- 
diers and different individuals belonging to the town. The 
officers were apprehensive of difficulties, and were particular- 
ly active in their endeavours to get all their men into their 
barracks before night. Murray's Barracks, so called, where 
the 14th regiment was principally quartered, were in Brattle- 
street, in the buildings directly opposite the little alley, which 
leads from the bottom of Market-street. The 29th regt. was' 
quartered in Water-street and in Atkinson-street. As a meas- 
ure of precaution, there was a sentinel stationed in the alley 
before mentioned, (then called Boylston's alley) and this very 
circumstance led to the quarrel which terminated in the 
Boston Massacre. Three or four young men, who were dispos- 
ed to go through the alley, about nine o'clock, observed the 
sentinel brandishing his sword against the walls and striking 
fire for his own amusement. They offered to pass him and 
were challenged, but persisted in their attempt, and one of 
them received a slight wound on his head. The bustle of 
this rencontre drew together all those who were passing by, 
and fifteen or twenty persons thronged the alley, and thirty 
or forty more, gathered in Dock-square, were attempting to 
force their way to the barracks through Brattle-street, (which 
was at that time so narrow thai a carriage could with difficulty 
pass.) Being foiled in this attempt, the party, which was con- 
tinually increased by accessions, gathered in Dock-square 
round a tall man with a red cloak and white wig, to whom 
they listened with close attention two or three minutes, and 
then gave three cheers and huzzaed for the main guard. 
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The main guard was regularly stationed near the head of 
State-street, directly opposite the door on the south side of 
the Town-house. To this place all the soldiers detached far 
guard duty were daily brought, and from thence marched to 
the particular posts assigned them. On this day the com- 
mand of the guard had devolved on Capt. Thomas Preston, 
and Lt. Basset under him. 

As the party dispersed from Dock-square, some ran up 
Cornhill, others up Wilson's lane, others up Royal Exchange 
lane (now Exchange street.) These last found a single senti- 
nel stationed before the door of the Custom house, which was 
the building now occupied ty the Union Bank, and then 
made one corner of that hne, as the Royal Exchange tavern 
did the other. As the sentinel was approached, he retreated 
to the steps of the house, and alarmed the inmates by three or 
four powerful knocks at the door. Word was sent to Lt. Bas- 
sett that the sentinel was attacked by the town's people. He 
immediately sent a message to his captain, who instantly re- 
paired to the guard house, where Lt. Basset informed him 
that he had just sent a Serjeant and six men to assist the 
sentry at the Custom house. ' Well,' said the captain, ' I will 
follow them and see they do no mischief.' He overtook them 
before they reached the Custom house, where they joined 
the sentinel and formed a half circle round the steps. 

By this time the bells were set to ringing, and people flock- 
ed from all quarters, supposing there was fire. The soldiers 
were soon surrounded ; many of those nearest to them were 
armed with clubs and crowded close upon them ; those at a 
•distance began to throw sticks of wood and snow-balls and 
pieces of ice at them, while from all sides they were challeng- 
ed to Fire, fire if you dare. At last they thought they heard 
the order given, and they did fire in succession from right to 
left. Two or three of the guns flashed, but the rest were 
fatal. Crispus Attucks, Samuel Gray, and James Caldwell 
were killed on the spot, Samuel Maverick and Patrick Carr 
received mortal wounds, of which the former died the next 
morning, and Carr on the Wednesday of the next week. 
Several other persons were more or less injured : the greater 
part, persons passing by chance or quiet spectators of the 
scene. The people instantly retreated, leaving the three un- 
happy men on the ground. All this transpired within 20 
minutes from the time of Capt. Preston's joining the guard. 
' On the people's assembling again,' says Capt. P. ' to take 
away the dead bodies, the soldiers, supposing them coming to 
attack them, were making ready to fire again — which 1 pre- 
vented by striking up their firelocks with my hand. Immedi- 
ately after, a townsman came and told me that 4 or 5000 people 
were assembled in the next street, and had sworn to take my 
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life with every man's with me ; on which I judged it unsafe 
to remain there any longer, and therefore sent the party and 
sentry to the main guard, where the street is narrow and 
short, then telling them off into street firings, divided and 
planted them at each end of the street to secure theii* rear, 
expecting an attack, as there was a constant cry of theinhab- 
itants, ' To arms, to arms, turn out with your guns,' and' the 
town drums beating to arms. I ordered my drum to beat to 
arras, and being soon after joined by the several companies 
of the 29th regiment, 1 formed them, as the guard, into street 
firings. The 14th regiment also got under arms, but remain- 
ed at their barracks. 1 immediately sent a serjeant with a 
party to CoJ. Dalrymple, the commanding officer, to acquaint 
him with every particular. Several officers going to join 
their regiment were knocked down by the naob, one very 
much wounded and his sword taken from him. The Lieut. 
Gov. and Col. Carr soon after met at the head of the 29th 
regt. and agreed that the regiment should retire to their barr 
racks, and the people to their houses : but I kept the piquet 
to strengthen the guard. It was with great difficulty that the 
Lieut. Gov. prevailed on the people to be quiet and retire : 
at last they all went off except about a hundred.' This hun- 
dred was composed of some of the most distinguished inhabi- 
tants, who volunteered to form a citizens' guard. 

A justices' court was forthwith held, and Capt. Preston 
surrendered himself, and was committed to prison at three, the 
next morning : the eight soldiers also were committed early 
in the forenoon. 

At eleven o'clock a town meeting was held. Various per- 
sons related to the -assembly, what they had witnessed of the 
events of the preceding day. A committee of fifteen was ap- 
pointed to wait on the Lieut. Governour and Col. Dalrymple, 
and expiress to them the sentiment of the town, that it was 
irtipossible for the soldiers and inhabitants to live m safety to- 
gether, and their fervent prayer for the immediate removal of 
the former. The answer received to this applicatipn was not 
such as was wished ; and in the afternoon, seven of the first 
committee (viz. John Hancock, Samuel Adams, Wm. Moli- 
neux, Wm. Phillips, Jos. Warren, Joshua Henshaw. and 
Samuel Pemberton) were again deputed with the following 
message : ' It is the unanimous opinion of this meeting, that 
the reply made to a vote of the inhabitants presented His 
Honour, this morning, is by no means satisfactory ; and that 
nothing less will satisfy them, than a total and immediate re- 
moval of the troops.' Samuel Adams acted as ' chairman of 
this delegation, and discharged its duties with an ability com- 
mensurate to the occasion. Col. Dalrymple was by the side 
36 
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of Hutchinson, who at the head of the Council received them. 
He at first denied that he had power to grant the request. 
Adams plainly, in few words, proved to him that he had the 
power by the charter. Hutchinson then consulted with Dal- 
rymple in a whisper, the result of which was, a repetition of 
the offer to remove one of the regiments, the 14th, which had 
had no part in the massacre. At that critical moment Adams 
showed the most admirable presence of mind. Seeming not 
to represent, but to personify, the universal feeling, he stretch- 
ed forth his arm, as if it were upheld by the strength of thou- 
sands, and with unhesitating promptness and dignified firm- 
ness replied, '' If the Lieutenant-Gcrvernour, or Colonel Dal- 
rymple, or both together, have authority to remove one regif 
ment, they have authority to remove two : and nothing short 
of the total evacuation of the tozon, hy all the regular troops, 
will satisfy the publick mind or preserve the peace of the prov- 
ince,'''' The officers, civil and military, were in reality abash- 
ed, before this plain committee of a democratick assembly. 
They knew the imminent danger that impended : the very 
air was filled with the breathings of compressed indignation. 
They shrunk, fortunately shrunk, from all the arrogance, 
which they had hitherto maintained. Their reliance on a 
standing army faltered before the undaunted, irresistible reso- 
lution of free unarmed citizens.' 

Hutchinson consulted the Council, and they gave him their 
unqualified advice, that the troops should be sent out of the 
town. The commanding officer then pledged his word of 
honour, that the demand of the town should be complied 
with, as soon as practicable ; and both regiments were remo- 
ved to the Castle in less than fourteen days. 

The funeral solemnities, which took place on Thursday, the 
8th, brought together the greatest concourse, that probably 
had ever assembled in America on one occasion. Attucks, 
who was a friendless mulatto, and Caldwell, who also was a 
stranger, were borne from Faneuil-Hall ; Maverick, who was 
about 1 7 years old, from his mother's house in Union-street, 
and Gray from his brother's in Royal Exchange lane. 
The four hearses formed a junction in King-street, and thence 
the procession marched in columns of six deep through the 
main street to the middle burial ground, where the four victims 
were deposited in one sgrave. 

The trial of Richardon and Wilmot for the murder of 
Snider came on in April. Wilmot was cleared, but Richard- 
son was brought in guilty of murder. The Lieut. Gov. con- 
sidered it so clear a case of justifiable manslaughter, that he 
refused to sign the warrant for his execution, and after two 
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years' confinement, he was ultimately pardoned by the 
king.* 

The traders and people had generally adhered in good 
faith to the agreement not to import or use imported goods. 
In the session of parliament this spring, a proposition was 
sustained for repealing the duties on all the articles except 
tea. Some London traders, supposing this would break up 
the compact, ventured to send quantities of the proscribed 
merchandize, and it arrived in the latter part of April.! There 
was no willingness in Boston to admit of a compromise. On 
the first intimation of the design of the ministry, new resolu- 
tions had been formed^ and agreements signed by the ladies 
throughout the town, that they would drink no more of the 
obnoxious beverage (except in case of sickness) until all the 
acts were repealed. There was some tea in the cargoes that 
had just arrived, and nothing would satisfy the publick mind 
short of its all being returned. Mr. Hancock offered one of 
of his vessels, freight free, for the purpose, and she was load- 
ed with great despatch and arrived safe in London, to the 
amazement and chagrin of those concerned in the consignment. 

At the time of the May election, the health of Mr. Otis had 
so far declined, in consequence of the injury he had receiv- 
ed, and of the constant excitement,' which his devotion to pub- 
lick business had occasioned, that the town was therefore 
obliged to dispense with his services in the General Court, 
this year, and elected in his stead the Hon. James Bowdoin. 
This gentleman was a descendant of the French Protestants, 
and inherited from his father a large estate, to which he did 
honour by his talents, his sound principles, and generous 
views. He had represented the town three years, previous 
to 1756, when he was chosen into the council, where he re- 
tained a seat till Gov. Bernard negatived him in 1769. At 
that board he had been a leading member, and ever stood in 
the front of opposition to what were considered the arbitrary 
measures of government. J 

The last Wednesday in May, 1770, exhibited a novel 
scene. The Court was ordered to meet at the College in 
Cambridge, and the Lieut. Gov. cOuld not be persuaded to 
adjourn them to Boston. ' A number of gentlemen, friends to 
the rights of North America,' anticipating this state of things, 



* On the 18th of April, there was a Liberty Tree celebration in tionour of John Wilkes, 
Esq. 

t In six cargoes, there was about half a common vessePs lading of various proscribed 
articles. B. Gaz. Ap. 23, and News Letter, Sept. 13, 1770. 

t Mr. Bowdoin was again chosen counsellor, and, unexpectedly, Mr. Hutchinson suffered 
him to go into that board : Mr. John Adams was chosen to supply his place as a represen- 
tative. 
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made preparations for celebrating this annual festival of our 
fathers in its ancient seat. In the morning, the attention of 
people was attracted to the Common, by tne roasting of an 
ox, which had been carried through the town, the day before, 
dressed with garlands of ribbons and flowers. Religious ser- 
vices were performed at noon : Mr. Samuel Mather, ' a wor- 
thy descendant of those christian patriots, Increase and 
Cotton,' made the prayers, and Dr. Chauncy, ' that inflexi- 
ble assertor of our civil and religious rights,' preached the 
sermon. A dinner at Faneuil-Hall, and the distribution of 
the ox among the poor concluded the day. 

The melancholy result of the affray at Lillie's did not deter 
the violent part of the town from attacking another of the 
Importers. Two or three brothers, by the name of M'Masters, 
kept shop in King-street, at the corner of Pudding-lane, (late 
Abiel Smith, esq.'s house,) where they made bold to sell teas 
or broadcloth to the tories, and arms and ammunition to 
the whigs, as best suited their interest. But their good servi- 
ces in the last did not screen them from vengeance for their 
offence in, the first. One of them was taken on the 1 9th of 
June, and carted, in the heal of the day, from the South-end, 
with a bag of feathers and some tar in a barrel at his side, 
towards King-street, where it was intended to expose him to 
publick view, besmeared with the one and coated with the 
other. But as he drew near to the spot, his colour forsook 
his lips, his eye sunk, and he was about to fall lifeless in the 
cart, when some gentlemen compassionated his case, so far as 
to beg permission to take him into a house. Cordials were 
exhibited, and M'Masters revived ; and on a solemn promise 
never to return, he was excused from ' this new-invented 
mode of punishment,' and carted, sitting in a chair, to the 
Roxbury line, where he was dismissed with hearty cheers. 

The trial of Capt. Preston and the soldiers seemed to be 
unnecessarily delayed, and some apprehensions were mur- 
mured, that they might be rescued by government from the 
band of the law. In September, the Castle, which had hith- 
erto been in charge of a province garrison, was by order 
from England delivered by the Lieut. Gov. into the command 
of Col. Dalrymple, and the absence of troops from the town 
was compensated by the presence of six ships of war and 
two schooners in the harbour. At length the trial of Capt. 
Preston was commenced in October. He was defended with 
masterly ability, by John Adams and Josiah Quincy jr. esqrs.* 
who, to use the words of Tudor, ' in so doing, gave a proof 
of that elevated genuine courage, which ennobles human na- 



* Assisted by Sampson Salter Blowers, «sq. in tbe case of the soldiers. 
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lure. For leaders on the patriotick side, the attempt, while 
ine publick were in a state of such high exasperation, to de- 
lend an otticer who was accused of murdering their fellow 
citizens required an effort of no ordinary mind : it was made 
successtully, and will ever hold a distinguished rank among 
tnose causes that adorn the profession of the law ; in which 
a magnanimous, fearless advocate boldly espouses the side of 
the unfortunate, against the passions of the people, and haz- 
ards his own safety or fortune in (he exertion.' Capt. P. was 
acquitted and discharged October 29th. 

The soldiers were afterwards tried, and on the 8th of De- 
cember, SIX of them were found Mt Guilty, and the verdict 
against the other two, Matthew Killroy and Hugh Montgom- 
ery, was ' Not guilty of murder, but guilty of manslaughter.' 
These two were slightly branded, and all of them liberated 
and sent to the Castle. 

At this distance of time, we can look back and rejoice in 
this result, which was an honourable triumph of law and mer- 
cy over violence and revenge. But in that day of irritation 
there were many who believed the soldiers wortliy of death, 
and regarded their acquittal as the effect of legal chicanery. 
Those who still bore in their own limbs the scars of wounds 
received on the fatal fifth of March, and those who were still 
mourning for the loss of their friends, could not suffer its an- 
niversary day to paSs unnoticed. It was proposed to substi- 
tute the celebration of the Boston Massacre for that of the 
Gunpowder plot. Accordingly when the evening arrived, in 
1771, an address was delivered by Dr. Thomas Young to a 
collection of people at the Manufactory House.* At the 
north part of the town, Mr. Paul Revere (afterwards Col.) 
who lived in North square, had his house illuminated, and at 
one window exhibited a representation of Snider's ghost, at 
another a view of the massacre, and at a third the Genius of 
America in tears. The whole exhibition was so well execut- 
ed, that it produced a melancholy gloom and solemn silence 
in several thousand spectators, which was deepened by the 



* This building stood where Hamilton place now does. It was selected for this occasion^ 
because the first opposition to tbe soldiers had been made here in October, 1768. Mr. John 
Brown, having possession of the building as a tenant under the province, refused admission 
to the military. — The Sheriff was sent by Gov. Bernard to talie possession and was refused 
admittance. On a third attempt he found a window open, and entered by that : upon which,. 
the people gathered about him and made him prisoner. Notice of this being given to an 
ofiScer of the regiment on the Common, a party of soldiers came and toolt possession of the 
yard and relieved the sherifffrom his confiaement. Mr. Brown continued obstinate : the 
soldiers stood guard all that day and the best part of the next, when the council declared to 
the govemour, that they would not justify the use of force to dispossess him, and the sol- 
diers were withdrawn. 
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dismal sound of the bells tolling from nine to ten o'clock. 
These were the acts of private individuals, but they proba- 
bly occasioned the resolution to commemorate the fifth of 
March in a publiclr way. Master James Lovell was this year 
appointed and delivered the first of the ' Boston Orations ' on 
the 2d of April, and provis?on was made for a similar cele- 
bration, by the timely appointment of Dr. Joseph Warren for 
the orator of the next year.* 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

" For that he has, 
As much as in him lies, from time to time 
Enried against the people, seeking means 
To pluck away their power." 

Mr. Hutchinson had received a commission promoting him 
to the office of Governour on the 8th of March, 1 771, and been 
proclaimed in customary form on the fifteenth. On the third 
of April, he met the General Court at Cambridge. As soon 
as they had opportunity, they appointed a committee to. pre- 
sent him a verbal message requesting him to ' remove the 
court to its ancient and legal seat, the town of Boston.' This 
he declined to do, while the House denied the King's right to 
order the court to be held where he thought proper. A con- 
troversy was maintained for a long time on this subject, which 
served to make the governour an object of publick odium. 
This was not decreased by his proclamation for aid and as- 
sistance to a recruiting party, which arrived here on the 29th 
of April to enlist for His Majesty's service.! People could not 
misunderstand this movement, or consider it in any other 
light than that of a pretext for keeping a guard in the town, 
to be in readiness to protect the crown officers. And they 
found it employed for that purpose, on occasion of a ball at 
Concert-hall, given by Mrs.Gambier, wife of the commander of 
the naval forces on this station, on the king's birth day (Jane 4,) 



* The anniversaiy was observed every year till 1783, inclusive. The orators in order 
were, Mr. Lovell, Dr. Warren, Dr. Benja. Church, John Hancock, Dr. Warren, Rev. Peter 
Thacher (of Maiden, at Watertown, 1776,) Bei\ja. Hichborn, Jona. W. Austin, Wm. Tudor, 
Jona. Mason Jr. Thomas Dawes Jr. Qeo. R. Minot, Dr. Thomas Welsh. The orations 
are puhlisbed in a separate volume. 

t From an advertisement of Mr. Bancock's in the B. Gaiette of April ISth, it appears 
that the agreement not to import, had liefore that time become null, except as to the article 
of Tea on which tbe duty-of three pence per pound was still demanded. 
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which was attended hy the Governour and other friends to 
government. 

The General Court,* which was obliged again to assemble 
at Cambridge, found other causes of complaint. It had been 
decided in England that the Governour's salary should be 
paid by the crown, and thus he was made independent of the 
people. The alarm which this step occasioned was very ex- 
tensive, and the indignation expressed against it was couched 
in no equivocal terms. The language of the whigs became 
every day more high-toned: ' We know,'' say the H. of. R. 
on one occasion, ' wtknow of no commissioners of His Majesty's 
customs, nor of any revenue His Majesty has a right to establish 
in J^orth America.^ Heretofore the complaint had been 
against the ministry and parliament ; we find it here against 
the King himself. But this increased determination in favour 
of liberty produced no popular tumult : Boston remained as 
quiet throughout the year, as it bad ever been before the ar- 
rival of the troops, and entirely free from those petty broils, 
which the soldiers were always creating. The greatest agi- 
tation was occasioned, by an abortive attempt to procure 
an indictment against Mr. Isaiah Thomas, for an article which 
appeared in his JVJassachusetts Spy, November 14th, signed 
Mucins Scmvola, which was said to be the most daring produc- 
tion ever published in America. The Spy had been estab- 
lished about a year in Boston, and had taken a very decided 
stand in favour of liberty, in a stile calculated to engage the 
middling class of society.! 

Early in 1772,J a prominent writer made the declaration, 
' the dispute between the kingdom and colonies has ceased 
every where except in this province-^We are now left in the 
lurch — every other colony has made its peace.' On this 
ground he exhorted the Massachusetts to lay aside their 
animosities, and submit like dutiful children to parental au- 
thority. Governour H. intimated the same in his messages to 
the General Court. This drew, from the partizans on the 
other side, rejoinders equally positive of the contrary. 'They 
(the colonies) will soon put in practise their meditated plan of 
the United Provinces, and form an independent common- 



* Mr. Otis was returned this year (1771) from Boston ins.tead of Mr. John Adams ; but his 
infirmities had now increased so much that he could no longer give a <;lose and continued 
attention to business : he withdrew soon after from publick life, and was bereft of his rea^ 
son, except al very short intervals, for several years before ' his death, which happened at 
Andover, May 23, 1783. 

t See Newsletter, Feb. 6, 1772. Bost. Gaz. March 2, May 11, July 17. Thomas' K. 
ofP. ii. 249. 

The Boston representatives, in 1772, were S. Adams, Hancock, CusUnfi and WiDiam. 
Phillips, who also served in >73 and '74. 
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wealth. — That the colonies will in some future time be an 
independent state is morally certain — it is very near— 'tis not 
probable that it is at the distance of fifteen years,' Again, in 
May, on a rumour that war was to be expected between En- 
gland and some European power, the people are exhorted to 
establish a correspondence between the several colonies and 
unitedly refuse supplies, unless a redress of grievances can 
be obtained.* 

Such a war did not take place, but the people of Boston 
found an opportunity for commencing a union on a smaller 
scale, which probably led to the general union of all the col- 
onies. People had remonstrated firmly against the Gover- 
nour's receiving his salary from the crown, but they were 
answered only by the further indignity of putting the judges 
on the same footing. As soon as the news of this design 
reached Boston, a petition was circulated to procure a town 
meeting, to consult on the measures required at this critical 
juncture. Several meetings were held, and continued by ad- 
journments to Nov. 2d, when, after ineffectual application to 
the Governour for information on this important subject, and 
having obtained from him a refusal to call together the Gen- 
eral Court, the following proceedings took place. 

* JVos. 1772. Proceedings of Town Meeting. 

' It was then moved by Mr. Samuel Adams, that a Commit- 
tee of Correspondence be appointed, to consist of twenty-one 
persons — to state the Right of these Colonists, and of this Prov- 
ince in particular, as men, as christians, and as subjects : to 
communicate and publish the same to the several towns in this 
province and to the world, as the sense of this town, with the 
infringements and violations thereof, that have been, or from 
time to time may be made. Also requesting of each town a free 
communication of their sentiments on this subject ; and the 
question being accordingly put, passed in the affirmative. 
nem. con. 

'Also voted, that James Otis, S. Adams, Joseph Warren, Dr. 
B. Church, Wm. Dennie, Wm. Greenleaf, Jos. Greenleaf, 
Thomas Young, Wm. Powell, JVdth. Appleton, Oliver Wen- 
dell, John Sweetser, Josiah Quincyjr. John Bradford, Rich- 
ard Boynton, Wm. Mackay, f^ath.Barber, Caleb Davis, Alex- 
Hill, Wm. Molineux, and Robert Pierpont, be and hereby are 
appointed a Committee for the purpose aforesaid, and that they 
be desired to report to the town as soon as may be.' 

The committee reported on the 19th of November an elab- 
orate declaration of rights, and a lucid statement of the 



* June 13, 1712. Tbe Governour removed the Court to Boston, on the opinion of the 
Council that he could do it consistently with his instructions. 
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Violations of them, of which the town ordered 600 copies to 
be printed and distributed, together with a circular letter to 
every town in the province. These town meetings were rath- 
er thinly attended, and the tories improved that circumstance 
to represent the whole in a ludicrous light. But their smiles 
were changed to sadness when they found that almost every 
town adopted the measures proposed by Boston ; and the 
Governour considered it so serious a subject as to be worthy 
of mention to the general court in his message, Jan. 6, 1773. 
His condemnation of the towns drew from the representatives 
a justification, in which they were emboldened to say to him, 
' Notwithstanding all the terrours which Your Ex. has depict- 
ed to us as the effects of a Metlindepmdence, there is more rea- 
son to dread the consequences of absolute, uncontrolled pow- 
er, whether of a nation or a monarch, than those of a total 
independence.' 

Following up the plan of union, the town, in their instruc- 
tions to their representatives, chosen in May, thus express 
their approbation of it : 

' We recommend to your serious consideration, whether an 
application to the English colonies on this continent, corres- 
pondent tp the plan proposed by our noble patriotick sister 
colony of Virginia (wTiich in our opinion is a wise and salu- 
tary proposal,) will not secure our threatened liberties, and 
restore that mutual harmony and confidence between the 
British nation and the English colonies, so important to both, 
especially the former, which, if rescinded from her connexion 
with this continent, mu§t eventually fall a prey to her nume- 
rous and jealous neighbours.' 

The Virginia proposal, to which these instructions referred, 
was contained in Resolves, passed by the House of Burges- 
ses in that colony, on the twelfth of March ■, and in accord- 
ance with that, the Massachusetts House of Representatives, 
on motion of Samuel Adams, appointed a committee of corres- 
pondence and inquiry, to consist of 15 members, ' whose 
business it should be to obtain the most early and authentick 
intelllgenx:e of all such acts and resolutions of th^ British par- 
liament, or proceedings of administvations, as may relate to, 
or affect the British colonies in America ^ and to keep up and 
maintain a correspondence and' communication with our sister 
cok)nies, respecting these important considerations : and the re- 
sult of such their proceedings, from time to time, to lay before 
the House.' This was adopted (1 10 to 4) on the 28th of May. 

On the 2d of June, (the galleries of the house being clear- 
ed,), a disclosure was made by Mr. Adams, relative Vo the dis- 
covery of certain letters written by Messrs. Hutchinson and 
Oliver, Paxton, Auchmuty, and others, in which it appeared 
that they had long maintained and favoured the design of iuf 
37 
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traducing arbitrary power into this country.* In conse- 
quence of this discovery, the House adopted resolutions of 
censure, which concluded with a petition to the king for the 
removal of Hutchinson and Oliver from their offices. 



CHAPTER L. 

" I do believe 
(Statist though I am Done, nor like to be) 
That this will prove a war, and you shall bear 
The legions, now in Gallia, sooner landed 
In our not-fearing Britain, than have tidings 
Of any penny tribute paid." Shtdupeare. 

Although the resolution of the, Americans not to pay the' 
duty on tea, imported from England, continued firm, there 
was still a considerable quantity of the article consumed. It 
could be obtained in Holland, at a less price than the English 
merchants demanded, and there was no difficulty in smuggling 
it, on its arrival here. Not one chest, in 500 had been seized 
for the three years past, and the custom-house officers seemed 
unwilling to run any risk to make a seizure. The English 
East India Company ascertained by very accurate informa- 
tion, that the annual consumption in the colonies was not less 
than 3,264,000 pounds, and that the net profit, which they 
might reasonably calculate on realizing from that quantity, 
after paying the duties themselves, and deducting incidental 
charges, would amount to £39,320 sterling. They were, 
therefore, induced to apply for and obtained licence (Aug. 20, 
1773) to export a quantity of tea to America, not exceeding 
600,000 pounds wt. 'discharged from the payment of any cus- 
tomsor duties whatsoever' in the kingdom, on theunderstanding, 
that they were to pay the three pence per pound duty, at the 
custom-houses in America.! 

As soon as this determination of the Company was known, 
a number of American merchants, then in London, petitioned 



* These letters were originals, which had been obtained ia England through the instru- 
mentality of Dr. Franklin, as it afterwards appeared, (News-Letter, March, 1774,) and for- 
warded to Mr. Bowdoin. 

t MS. account of tbe proceedings of the E. I. Co. relative to the exportation of tea to 
America, 1773. pp.262. 

The first tea that paid the American duty arrived in 1768 : from that time to Nov. 1773, 
there had been entered at Boston, 3092 chests. A chest was estimated 340 pounds wt. 
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very greedily for the privilege of receiving the consignments 
or furnishing vessels to convey the t^a. Jona. Clarke, of the 
firm of Richard Clarke and Sons, of Boston, obtained the fa- 
vour for his house, and the friends of Benja. Faneuil jr. and 
Joshua Winslow, and those of Elisha and Th. Hutchinson jt;. 
obtained siaiilar privileges for them. 

All these facts became known in Boston early in October, 
and several caucus meetings were held, ' in various parts of 
the town, of a large number of persons, to consult and con- 
clude on some, method to prevent the execution of the Com- 
pany's plan.' About one o?clock on the morning of Tuesday, 
the 2d of November, the Messrs. Clarkes were roused out of 
sleep by a violent knocking at their door, when a letter was 
delivered to them, purporting to be from the freemen of this 
province, requiring them to appear at Liberty Tree, at 12 
o'clock on Wednesday, to make a publick resignation of their 
commission as consignees of the tea. On Tuesday, there was 
a notification to the freemen of this and the other towns, to 
attend to witness this resignation. On Wednesday the bells 
began to ring at 11, and continued ringing till 12 o'clock, and 
the town crier went through the streets summoning the peo- 
ple to assemble. About 500 collected ; (the selectmen were 
present to prevent disorder ;) but the gentlemen consignees 
did not appear. A committee was therefore appointed, con- 
sisting of Mr. Molineux, Mr. Wm. Dennie, Dr. Warren, Dr. 
Church, Major Barber, Mr. Gabriel Johonnot, Mr. Proctor, 
and Mr. Ezekiel Cheever, to expostulate with them on the 
high insult they had cast upon the people, and demand their 
signature to a paper, obligating themselves not to land or pay 
duty on any tea sent by the E. I. C. The assembly then 
accompanied the committee to the store of Messrs. C. & Sons, 
at the lower end of King-street, where all the consignees were 
assembled, and waited for their answer ; which not being 
satisfactory, some little indignity was offered to them, but the 
people were soon persuaded to disperse, without doing any 
essential injury. 

The next day a town meeting was notified, to be held on 
the 5th, when the consignees were called upon by the Town 
to resign -their appointments ; but they still refused to do it, 
on the ground ' that they knew not on what terms the tea 
would be sent to them, nor what obligations of a moral or pe- 
cuniary nature they might be under to fulfil the trust.' The 
meeting was adjourned to the 6th, when these answers were 
voted to be daringly affrontive to the town, and the meeting 
immediately dissolved. On the 1 7th, Mr. Jonathan Clarke 
arrived, and at night the town was disturbed by an assem- 
blage around his father's house, in School-street. A pistol 
was fired from the windows, which in return were saluted 
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with stones, but no personal injury appears to have been 
done to any one. 

The consignees threw themselves upon the Gov. and Coun- 
cil for protection ; and, after having the subject under dis- 
cussion for ten days, the Council could only advise His Ex. 
to order the justices, sheriff, and other ofiScers of the law, to 
exert themselves to the utmost for the preservation of the pub- 
lick peace. The consignees and custom-bouse officers there- 
upon took refuge in the Castle. 

During this time all was expectation. At length, on Sun- 
day, Nov. 28, the ship Dartmouth, Capt. James Hall, arrived, 
with 112 chests of the tea. The next morning, the following 
notice was widely circulated : 

Friends, Brethren, Countrymen ! 

That worst of plagues, the detested TEA, shipped for this 
port by the East India Company, is now arrived in this har- 
bour. The hour of destruction, or manly opposition to the 
machinations of Tyranny, stares you in the face. Every friend 
to his country, to himself and to posterity, is now called upon 
to meet at . Faneuil-Hall, at nine o'clock, this day (at which 
time the bells mil ring) to make a united and successful re- 
sistance to this last, worst, .and most destructive measure of 
administration. 

Boston, JVov. 29, 1773. 

This notification brought together a vast concourse of 
' THE PEOPLE of Boston and the neighbouring towns,' at 
the time and place appointed. Jona. Williams of B. was cho- 
sen moderator. The first step of this meeting was to confirm 
the resolve of the town, that the tea should ' be returned to 
the place from whence it came, at all events.' It then appear- 
ing, that the Hall could not contain the people assembled, it 
was voted to adjourn to the Old South (leave having been 
obtained for this purpose.) There it was further resolved, 
that ' the tea should not only be sent back, but no duty should 
be paid thereon.' Then, to give time to the consignees to 
prepare a communication to this body, the meeting was ad- 
journed to 3 P. M. In the afternoon, Capt. Hall, and Mr. 
Francis Rotch, the owner of the Dartmouth, were convented 
and charged not to land the tea at their peril. A watch of 
25 persons, under direction of Capt. Edw. Proctor, was ap- 
pointed to prevent the landing of the tea in the night. Cen- 
sure was passed on the Governour for an order he bad issued 
to the law officers. An excuse was then offered by Mr. 
Hancock, in the name of a friend of the consignees, for their 
delay ; and, ' out of great tenderness' to them, the meeting 
was adjourned to nine o'clock the next morning. 
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Tuesday, Nov. 30th, the Body met, according to adjourn- 
ment, and received a letter from the consignees, informing 
that their orders had arrived from the E. I. C. and stating, 
that it was entirely out of their power to send the tea back; 
but that they were willing to store it, until they could send to 
England for further advice. Before the assembly had time 
to express their indignation at thiscommunicaLion, Mr. Sheriff 
Greenleaf came into the meeting, and ' begged leave to read 
a letter he had received from the Governour,' requiring him 
to read a proclamation to the people here assembled ; which 
was granted and done. ' Whereupon it was moved and the 
question put, whether the sheriff should be permitted to read 
the proclamation, which passed in the affirmative, nem. con.'' 
It was an order' forthwith to disperse and surcease all fur- 
ther unlawful proceedings, at their utmost peril. And the 
same being read by the sheriff, there was immediately after 
a loud and very general hiss.' — And the question being put, 
whether the assembly would disperse, &c. according to the 
Governour's requirement, it passed in the negative, nem. con. 

There was another meeting 'in the afternoon, when, after 
ineffectual conference with Mr. Copley, the friend of the con- 
signefes. Captain Hall, and the owners and factors of the 
Dartmouth and the other vessels expected, were put under 
solemn injunction not to land a particle of the Tea. Captain 
Ezekiel Cheever was appointed to command the watch this 
night, and provision was made for a watch ' the following 
nights, until the vessels leave the harbour.'' U the watch should 
be molested in the night, the bells were to be tolled, or rung 
if any thing happened in the day time. Six persons were ap- 
pointed ' to give notice to the country towns, when they shall 
he required so to do, on any important occasion.' 

Resolutions of gen^e censure were then passed against 
those who had inadvertently imported tea from G. B. while 
subject to a duty, and followed by another, which declared, 
whoever should hereafter import, until the said unrighteous 
act shall be repealed, an enemy to this country. Then it was 
' Voted, that it is the determination of this Body to carry their 
votes and resolutions into execution, at the risk of their lives 
and property.' Provision then being made for the disposal 
of the expected vessels, and thanks, from those of the Body 
belonging to Boston to their brethren from the neighbouring 
towns, and to the moderator for his good services, the meeting 
was dissolved. 

On the first of December, Capt. James Bruce, in the ship 
Eleanor, arrived with another portion of the tea. On the 3d 
he was ordered to attend the next day, on a committee of the 
people, in Faneuii-Hall, where he was commanded by Samuel 
Adams and Jonathan Williams, assembled with John Rowe, 
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John Hancock, Wm. Phillips, and John Pitts, esqrs. and a 
great number of others, not to land any of the said tea, but 
to proceed to GriflSn's whf. and there discharge the rest of his 
cargo. Capt. Hez. Coffin arrived in the brig Beaver, near 
the same time, and was ordered to pursue the same course. 

It being perceived, that Mr. Rotch rather lingered in his 
preparations to return the Dartmouth to London, and the 
twenty days being nearly expired, after which the collector 
might seize the ship and cargo, Mr. R. was summoned before 
the committee, and stated to them, that it would prove his en- 
tire ruin, if he should comply with the resolutions of the 29th 
and 30th of November, and therefore he should not do it. A 
meeting of the people was assembled at the Old South, on 
Tuesday p. m. Dec. 14th, when Mr. R. appeared, and was 
enjoined forthwith to demand a clearance. It was ascertain- 
ed, that one could not be obtained till the next day, and there- 
fore the meeting was adjourned to Thursday at the same place. 

On Thursday, there was the fullest meeting ever known : 
2000 men at least were present from the country. Samuel 
Phillips Savage, esq. of Weston, was appointed moderator. 
Mr. Rotch reported, that the collector would not give him a 
clearance. He was then ordered upon his peril to get his 
ship ready for sea this day, enter a protest immediately against 
the Customhouse, and proceed directly to the Governour, 
(then at Milton, 7 miles distant,) and demand a pass for his 
ship to go by the Castle. An adjournment to 3 P. M. then 
took place. At three having met, they waited very patiently 
till five o'clock, when finding that Mr. Rotch did not return, 
they began to be very uneasy, called for a dissolution of the 
meeting, and finally obtained a vote for it. But the more 
judicious, fearing what would be the consequences, begged 
for a re-consideration of that vote, ' for this reason, that they 
ought to do every thing in their powei? to send the tea back, 
according to their resolves.^ This touched the pride of the as- 
sembly, and they agreed to remain together one hour. 

This interval was improved by Josiah Quincy jr. to ap- 
prize his fellow citizens of the importance of the crisis, and 
direct their attention to the probable results of this contro- 
versy. He succeeded in holding them in attentive silence, 
till Mr. Rotch's return, at three quarters past five o'clock. 
The answer which he brought from the governour was, ' that, 
for the honour of the laws, and from duty towards the king, he 
could not grant the permit, until the vessel was regularly clear- 
ed.' A violent commotion immediately ensued. A person who 
was in the gallery, disguised after the manner of the Indians, 
shouted at this juncture the cry of war : it was answered by 
about thirty persons, disguised in like manner, at the door. 
The meeting was dissolved in the twinkling of an eye. The 
multitude rushed to Griffin's wharf. The disguised In- 
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dians went on board the ships laden with the tea. In less than 
2 hours, 240 chests and 100 half chests were staved and empti- 
ed into the dock. The affair was conducted without any tu- 
mult : no damage was done to the vessels or to any other 
effects whatever. 

This was executed in the presence of several ships of war 
lying in the harbour, and almost under the guns of the castle, 
where there was a large body of troops at the command of 
the commissioners. We are left to conjecture for the reasons 
why no opposition was made to this bold adventure. The 
names of the men, who dared to engage in it, have never been 
made publick. Three or four of them are yet living. They 
had the honour of a part in the act, which brought the king 
and parliament to a decision that America must be subdued 
by force of arms. 



CHAPTER LI. 

" Well, let tbem come^ ^ 

And to the fire-eyed maid of smoky war V 

All hot and bleeding we will offer them." y*'- - Q^-^ ^^ f 

The reception, which the news of this transaction met in En- 
gland, may readily be anticipated. It produced an instantaneous 
determination, that ' as the people of Baston had notoriously 
struck the first blow,' it should be returned with the full force 
of ministerial vengeance. ' Delenda est Carthago,'' said one 
member of the House of Commons, 'the town of Boston 
ought to be knocked about their ears and destroyed. 1 am of 
opinion, you never will meet with that proper obedience to 
the laws of this country, until you have destroyed that nest 
of locusts.' 

A vast majority of parliament was of the same mind, and the 
king, on the 31st of March, 1774, gave his assent to the Boston 
Port Bill ; by which it was enacted, that, from and after the 
first of June, the landing and discharging, lading or shipping 
of goods at the town, and within the harbour of Boston, should 
be discontinued. Information of the passage of this bill was 
received on the 10th of May. On the 13th, the town was 
called together upon the subject, and passed the following 
vote ; 

Voted, That it is the opinion of this town that if the other 
colonies come into a joint resolution to stop all importations 
from G. B. and exportations to G.B. the same will prove the 
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salvation ofJV. America and her liberties. On the other hand, if 
they cantinue their exports and imports, there is high reason to 
fear that fraud, power, and the most odious oppression will rise 
triumphant over right, justice, social happiness, and freedom. 
And ordered, T%at this pote be transmitted by the Moderator 
to all our sister colonies in the name and behalf of this town. 

It happened that Gen. Gage arrived here on the same day 
from England, with the commission of Governour and Vice- 
Admiral of the Province, Mr. Hutchinson having received 
permission, at his own request, to come to England.* Gov. 
Gage stopped a day or two at the castle, and provision was 
made by the Council that he should be received witb military 
honours ' at the end of Long-wharf, and thence escorted to 
the State-house,t and a publick dinner be prepared on the oc- 
casion.' H. E. met the two houses in assembly on the 26th 
of May, and in his speech advised them to despatch the busi- 
ness of the session as speedily as possible, because it was 
made his duty to remove the court to Salem on the first of 
June. When that day arrived, the court was accordingly 
adjourned ; and at twelve o'clock, at noon, all business ceas- 
ed in the Custom-house of Boston, and the port was shut 
against every vessel that offered to enter. The next day, an 
arrival from England brought the intelligence, that the bills 
were before the parliament, which immediately after became 
acts, whereby the charter of the province was completely 
subverted, and the administration of justice to criminal offen- 
ders transferred from the province courts to courts in England. 

These things bore heavily upon Massachusetts, and particu- 
larly upon Boston, but her citizens did not sink under the 
weight of them. Confiding in the sympathy of their country- 
men, already loudly expressed, the Boston Committee of Cor- 
respondence framed a Solemn League and Covenant, whereby 
all that signed it bound themselves from henceforth to suspend 
all commercial intercourse with G. Britain, until a restoration 
of their charter rights. This League was sent to every part 
of the province ; and, in despite of a proclamation from Gov. 
Gage, denouncing the authors of it, and cautioning all persons 
to beware of entering into this traitorous combination, thou- 
sands put their names to it, and faithf\]lly complied with its 
obligations. 

The air of Salem was no less propitious to Liberty than that 
of Boston. The Court, after entering a protest against their 



* The Privy Council had acted on the petition against Hutchinson and OUrer, and pro- 
nounced a judgment of acquittal* 

t It is observable, that this building has been variously called, the Town-house, Court- 
house, State-bouse, old State house, or old Town-house. It belongs now to the city- 
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removal, proceeded to make arrangements for the choice of 
Delegates to the Continental Congress, to be held on the first 
of September at Philadelphia. On the 17th of June, they 
elected for this purpose Messrs. Bowdoin, Gushing, S. and J. 
Adams, and Robert Treat Paine. Gov. Gage could suffer 
this spirit to progress no farther : on that day he dissolved 
the court by proclamation. 

Boston soon began to suffer under the operation of the 
Port Bill : all business was at a stand, the poor were thrown 
out of employment, and the means of subsistence became en- 
hanced in price, from the rigour with which the Commission- 
ers executed the act. The town could hardly have support- 
ed the affliction, if assistance and encouragement had not [seen 
afforded her from all quarters. Donations of all sorts of pro- 
visions were forwarded for the use of the poor, and employ- 
ment was found for many of them at the town's expence. 

The solemnity of these sad times was heightened by the 
occurrence of a Fire, on Wednesday, Aug, 10th. It brol^e, 
out between 10 and 1 1, P.M. in a large brick dwelling-house, 
belonging to Mr. Millilcen and Mrs. Campbell, in Fish-street, 
five or six doors north of Mountfort's corner, at the foot of 
North-Square. The lower part of the house was in flames be- 
fore the distressed tenants were apprized of it. Several es- 
caped out of the windows, some naked and much burnt, and 
five others perished in the flames, three women and two small 
children. The house was entirely consumed with part of a 
bake-house. The inhabitants speedily assembling, with their 
usual dexterous management happily put a stop to the further 
progress of the flames. Earl Percy politely offered the ser- 
vices of some soldiers, who could be depended upon, but was 
informed that the regulations of the town rendered their as- 
sistance unnecessary., 

In the course of June, July, and August, troops had bee|L 
constantly arriving, and the Govei-npur had them , employed,, 
in the construction of barracks, and the erection of fortificei- 
tions on the neck. The town's people would afford no assist- 
ance in these works, and H. E. was obliged to send to other 
places for suitable persons to perform that part of the work, 
which the soldiers did not understand. On the first of Sep- 
tember, 200 troops in 13 boats went from Long-wharf up the 
Mystick river, landed at Temple's farm, and took from the 
powder-house on Quarry-hill, 212 half-barrels of powder, be- 
longing to the province. A detachment from the same corps 
went to Cambridge and brought off two field-pieces. This 
excursion caused a great alarm, and by the next day, several 
thousand people were assembled in arms, in the vicinity of 
Cambridge. Finding no armed foe to combat, they laid aside 
their muskets, and went in a body to the houses of several 
38 
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individuals, who had taken part on the side of government, 
and compelled them to recant and forswear all concern in 
any offices under the law for altering the charter. The same 
thing was done so eflfectualiy in ^11 the other counties, that 
Gov. Gage had scarcely a mandamus counsellor left to give 
him advice, except the few that resided in Boston under bis 
protection. The jurors also refused to serve under judges 
subservient to the crown, or paid by salary from the king, 
and the province was thus left almost in a state of anarchy. 

The new Charter, so to call it, made it unlawful that any 
town meetings should be held, except the March and May 
meetings, without the previous approbation of the Governour, 
and H. E. had informed the selectmen of Boston, that he 
should insist on a compliance with this regulation. Instead, 
therefore, of meeting in Boston, the people of the county of 
Suffolk assembled at Dedham, on the sixth of September, 
and thence adjourned to Milton, where, on the 9th, they pass- 
ed a set of spirited resolutions, which were forwarded to the 
Congress then sitting in Philadelphia. Congress unanimously 
approved them and recommended them for universal adop- 
tion.* 

' Gov. Gage was pleased to issue His Majesty's writs for con- 
vening a General Assembly at Salem, on the fifth of October. 
But finding from the many tumults and disorders that were 
taking place, and ' the instructions given by the town of Bos- 
ton and some other towns to their representatives,' that it 
would be highly inexpedient to convene a general court at 
that time, he prorogued the same indefinitely by proclama- 
tion, on the 28th of September. The representatives, howev- 
er, appeared, and after waiting a day for the Governour's no- 
tice, on the 7th of October they resolved themselves into a 
Provincial Congress, and chose a chairman and clerk, John 
Hancock and Benjamin Lincoln, and adjourned to meet at 
Concord, on the 1 1th of the month. Dr. Warren, Dr.Church, 
and Mr. Nath'l Appleton, together with the representatives, 
composed the Boston delegation to this assembly. 

The Provincial Congress continued in session to the 29th 
of October, during which time they proposed to the people to 
take measures for an efficient organization of the militia and 
the supply of the town stores with ammunition. They also 
appointed a treasurer and receiver-general, in the room of 
Mr. Gray, and advised all persons to refrain from paying the 
publick monies to the latter. They also denounced the man- 



* The law against town-meetings was obviated in Boston by acUournment of tlic May 
meeting and the Boston Port-bill meeting from time to time. In this way, meetings were 
'Continually held, until the next March meeting in 1775. ^ 
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damus counsellors as rebels against the state. For these and 
other offensive acts, Gov. Gage denounced the congress by 
proclamation, as an unlawful assembly, with whose recom- 
mendations it would be dangerous for any person to comply. 
This, however, did not deter the same persons from meeting 
again in December, and pursuing similar measures of prepa- 
ration for defence, and also for the execution of the plans of 
the Continental Congress. They created a body, termed the 
Committee of Safety, which became the real executive of 
Massachusetts. These were elected anew at every session, 
and were empowered generally to watch over the safety of 
the common wealth, and advise the Congress of such measures 
as they thought beneficial, and especially to assemble such 
of the militia as they judged necessary, and station them 
where they deemed it most conducive to the defence and ser- 
vice of the colony. 

On the 19th of December, the people of Boston were some- 
what enlivened by news from Portsmouth, N. H. that a party 
of the people of that province, on the 15th, attacked the fort 
at Newcastle, scaled the walls, disarmed the captain and his 
men, took possession of 97 barrels of powder, with upwards 
of60 stands of small arms, and 16 pieces of cannon, and 
conveyed them to a safe place in the country. The acqui- 
sition made a partial offset to the loss at Cambridge. Gov. 
Wentvvorth, with some propriety, proclaimed the act to be 
' in open hostility and direct oppugnation of His Majesty's 
government.' Affairs were evidently approaching to a crisis 
in the vicinity of Boston. Exertions were made with the ut- 
most solicitude to procure the arms and ammunition, recom- 
mended by the provincial congress. As these articles were 
principally held in Boston, the inhabitants employed all their 
address to transport them to places of safety in the country, 
by deceiving the guard stationed upon the. neck. Cannop, 
balls, and other implements of war, were carried through the 
fortification gates, in carts apparently loaded with manure ; 
powder in the baskets or panniers of the market men ; and 
cartridges were concealed in candle boxes. 

At the close of the year 1774, Gov. Gage had under his 
command, in Boston, eleven regiments, besides four compa- 
nies of artillery. Five hundred men were on duty every day. 
The behaviour of the troops was generally peaceable : some 
of the officers were gentlemen of the first standing in society, 
and there appears hitherto to have been no disposition on 
their part to countenance any licentiousness. 
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CHAPTER LIL 

The army broken, 
And but the backs of Britons seen, all flying, 
Throogh a strait lane, the enemy full hearted, 
Chickens the way which they stooped eagles. 

Shaktpeare> 

The soldiery did not maintain their good character through 
the winter. Several riotous acts were committed, in which 
both officers and men bore a part, in the course of January, 
1775. On the 23d of that month, a detachment of above a 
hundred men was sent by water to Marshfield, for the protec- 
tion of some of His Majesty's loyal subjects there, from the 
fury of the whigs. They found nothing to do, and of course 
met with no resistance. Another detachment sent to Salem 
was received with less complaisance. Gen. Gage had infor- 
mation that some brass cannon were deposited in or near Sa- 
lem, and H. E. sent an officer to discover where they were 
Ibdged, and at the same time ordered a transport to take on 
board a part of the 64th regiment, under the command of 
Lieut. Col. r^eslie, from the Castle, and convey them to Mar- 
blehead. This was on Sunday, Feb. 20th. They landed at 
M. met the officers, and immediately began their march for 
Salem ; but some of the Marblehead people, suspecting their 
object, despatched messengers to give warning at S. and be- 
fore the regiment arrived at the North river, which it was ne-. 
cessary for them to cross, the Salem people had possession of 
the bridge, and raised the draw. The colonel ' desired it 
might be immediately let down ; but they refused, saying it 
was a private road, and he had no authority to demand a 
passage that way. On this he determined to ferry a few -men 
over in a gondola,' of which craft there were two on the bank 
of the river, but the people scuttled both of them before he 
could effect his intention. ' Finally the colonel said he must 
go over, and if the drawbridge was let down so that he might 
pass, hie pledged his honour he would pass not above 30 rods 
beyond it, and then immediately return. The regiment had 
now been on the bridge about an hour and a half, and every 
thing hieing secured, the people directed the drawbridge to be 
let down. The regiment passed over, marched a few rods, 
leaving a party in possession of the bridge till they returned, 
which they soon did, it being dark, and with great expedition 
went back again to Marblehead, where they re-embarked on 
board the transport, between eight and nine o'clock, and 
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reached Boston the next day.' The result of this expe- 
dition afforded merriment for the wits of the day, and gave 
the royalists no little chagrin. 

The soldiery seem to have wreaked their vengeance for 
this defeat, by tarring and feathering Thomas Ditson, an in- 
habitant of Billerica, who had come to town (March 8th) for 
the purpose of purchasing a gun. Supposing, very honestly, 
that a soldier was a likely person to inform him where he 
could most advantageously procure the article, he accosted 
one in the street, who conducted him to his own quartervS, and 
there, having beguiled him out of five dollars on pretence of 
selling him a gun and equipments, set up a hue and cry, that 
here was a rebel purchasing king's arms of a king's soldier, 
and enticing him to desert. On this, Ditson was seized by a 
Serjeant and a party, and hurried to the barracks. There 
they tarred and feathered him from head to foot, and escort- 
ed him, with their colonel (Nesbit) at their head, to Liberty- 
tree, where they let him go. The selectmen of Billerica de- 
manded satisfaction of Gen. Gage, for this outrage, giving him 
the assurance, that, if the intercourse with Boston must be 
thus interrupted, they should ' hereafter use a different style 
from that of petition and complaint.'* 

The Provincial Congress held their sessions in February, 
March, and April, without molestation. They appointed 
general officers for the command of the minute-men who should 
be detached, subject to the orders of the Committee of Safety, 
and appropriated funds for the purchase of warlike stores. 
In April, intelligence reached the congress, that Massachusetts 
had been declared in a state of rebellion, and that Gov. Gage 
would receive orders to transport certain of the popular lead- 
ers to England for trial. On the 10th, there was an arrival 
which brought the oflBcial information to Governour Gage. 
On the 15tb, the congress adjourned, having during their ses- 
sion addressed the people with confidence, and urged them 
' effectually to oppose and resist such attempt or attempts aS 
shall be made' for carrying into execution the offensive acts of 
parliament. 

For several months past there had been an association in 
Boston of upwards of thirty persons, chiefly mechanicks, who 
formed themselves into a committee for the purpose of watch- 
ing the movements of the British.? Towards the spring they 



* The Act for tarring and feathering;, as it was humorously called, had often been held 
up, in terrorem, against obnoxious tories, but never absolutely executed upon more than 
one. John Malcom, a renowned informer, suffered its penalty in January, 1774, and was 
most cruelly abused. 

t 8ce Col. Revere's letter, Mass. H. C. 1. v. lOS. 
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frequently took turns, two and two, to watch the soldiers, by 
patrolling the streets all night. About twelve o'clock on Sat- 
urday night (April the 15th) they discovered that the boats 
belonging to the transports were all launched and carried un- 
der the sterns of the men-of-war. The grenadiers and light 
infantry were also observed to be all taken off duty. This 
movement alarmed Dr. Warren, who despatched Mr. Revere 
to Lexington to give notice of the same to S.Adams and 
Hancock, who had been persuaded not to return to Boston, 
lest they should be exposed to seizure by the Governour. 

On Tuesday, the 18th, there were strong indications of a 
speedy movement. The light infantry and grenadiers were 
concentrated at the Common. About half-past 10 at night, 
Lieut. Col. Francis Smith of the 10th regt. embarked in the 
boats, with about 800 men, and landed at Lechmere's point, 
in Cambridge. Here the troops received a day's provision, 
and began their march about 12 o'clock. 

The object of this expedition was the destruction of the 
stores collected at Concord. Profound secrecy had been ob- 
served in the camp, and it was supposed nobody in Boston 
suspected the movements. But the vigilance of Warr^ had 
anticipated the slow processes of regular troops. He had 
again despatched Revere and another messenger, in different 
directions, to give the alarm to Hancock and Adams, and they 
forwarded the intelligence to Concord. 

Lexington is about 12 miles N. W. from Boston, and Con- 
cord six miles farther in the same direction. The road, 
which the British took, lay through West Cambridge. The 
moon, which rose upon them as they disembarked, shone 
clearly, and their progress was undisturbed : their own drums 
were mute,and all nature was quiet around them. In this solemn 
silence they stole their march, and arrived about dawn of day 
at Lexington. But there the stillness of the night was chang- 
ed. The drum was heard beating to arms, and they soon 
came in sight of an American company, paraded in posture 
of defiance. 

The British troops were halted, at about 100 rods distance, 
ordered to charge their guns, double thieir ranks, and then to 
march at double quick time. The Lexington company, pre- 
viously ordered to load with ball, were now commanded to 
stand their ground and no man leave his post without orders, 
and not to fire unless they were attacked. There were about 
sixty of these brave men, who presented their bodies a living 
sacrifice to the cause of their country. In the face of 800 
troops, then supposed to be 1600, they maintained their posi- 
tion in two ranks, heard the order from the British Major to 
disperse, and disobeyed it : heard his command to fire, re- 
ceived the first discharge unhurt, and maintained their ground 
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till another discharge from the enemy proved fatal to several 
of their number. Upon this, part of the company, if not all, 
returned the fire, and then dispersed in various directions. 
The British drew up on the common, fired a volley, and gave 
three huzzas in token of victory ; and after a very short halt, 
marched for Concord, where they arrived without further 
opposition. 

LEXINGTON MONUMENT.* 




They reached Concord about nine o'clock. The main 
body was immediately employed in searching for powder and 
other warlike stores : a detachment was sent forward to get 
command of a bridge north of the town. The alarm had 
reached Concord early in the morning, and many of the mi- 
iitia had assembled, but not having heard of the events at Lex- 
ington, they made no attack on the troops, lest they should be 
the aggressors. They however approached the party stationed 
at the bridge, and when they had advanced sufficiently near, 
the British opened a fire upon them, by which several were 
killed and wounded. The Americans returned the fire, and 
several of the king's officers and troops fell. The detachment 
soon after joined the main body, and all prepared, having 



* Erected in 1799, in memory of those who fell' there on the 19th of April, 1775. 
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partially effected their object in the destruction of some stores 
and provisions, to return to Boston, about noon. 

But ' in place of the high and insulting confidence with 
which the troops had wheeled into the streets of Concord, 
they left them, when the order was given to march, with fa- 
ces bent anxiously on the surrounding heights, and with looks 
that bespoke a consciousness of the dangersjjiat were likely 
to beset the long road which lay before them. Their appre- 
hensions were not groundless. The troops had hardly com- 
menced their march before a volley was fired upon them from 
the protection of a barn, and as they advanced, volley suc- 
ceeded volley, and musket answered musket from behind 
every cover that offered to their assailants. At first these 
desultory and feeble attacks were but little regarded ; a brisk 
charge, and a smart fire of a few moments never failing to 
disperse their enemies, when the troops again proceeded for 
a short distance unmolested. But the alarm of the preced- 
ing night had gathered the people over an immense extent of 
country; and, having waited for information, those nearest to 
the scene of aclion were already pressing forward to the as- 
sistance of their friends. There was but little order, and no 
concert among the Americans ; but each party, as it arrived, 
pushed into the fray, hanging on the skirts of their enemies, 
or making Spirited though ineffectual efforts to stop their 
progress. On either side of the highway, along the skirts 
of every wood or orchard, in the open'fields and from every 
house, or barn, or cover in sight, the flash of fire arms was to 
be seen, while the shouts of the British grew at each instant 
feebler and less inspirited.'* The utmost confusion seized 
their ranks : they began to run rather than to retreat in or- 
der : the officers attempted to stop the men and form ihem, 
but to no purpose; the confusion increased : at last, after they 
had passed Lexington village, the officers gained the front, 
presented their bayonets, and told the men if they advanced 
they should die. Upon this they began to form, under a very 
heavy fire. But they must, no doubt, have soon surrender- 
ed, had they not been met, about a mile from the meeting- 
house, by a reinforcement under Brig. Gen. Lord Percy, of a 
thousand men, with two field pieces. The Americans gave 
way as the two dfetachments joined, and the artillery being 
opened upon them, kept them at some distance, while the 
British halted about half an hour to rest. But the instant the 
guns were limbered and the files had once more opened for 
room, the attacks were renewed from every quarter with 
redoubled fury. At every step of the retreating army, they 
met a new cluster of enemies, that constantly annoyed them 

* Lionel Lincoln. 
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till they reached Charlestown neck, at about seven o'clock in 
the evening. Lord Percy took his station at Bunker-hill ; the 
men-of-war boats were enaployed first in getting over the 
wounded, and afterward the rest of the troops. Fresh sol- 
diers were sent to stand guard during the night, and the next 
day all were removed to Boston. The loss of the British was 
73 killed, 26 missing, besides 174 wounded. The American 
loss was 49 killed, 3 missing, and 36 wounded. 

The news of this transaction spread with the rapidity of 
the wind, and in the course of two days so great a number of 
the provincial militia was collected in the vicinity, that the 
British officers acknowledged themselves ' fairly blocked up 
in Boston.' 



CHAPTER LIII. 

'^ Advance our waring colours on the walls, 
Rescued is Orleans from the English wolves." 

This state of things rendering the situation of the inhabi- 
tants of Boston very undesirable, a town-meeting was held on 
Saturday, the 22d of April, and a conference had with Gov. 
Gage, in which he proposed to permit such of the citizens as 
would surrender their airms, to depart from the town with 
their families and effects. , This proposition was considered 
and adopted by the town, at an adjournment on the Sabbath 
day following, and many people immediately deposited their 
arms in the place appointed. But the Governour perceiving 
that, by letting the people go, he deprived" himself of a secu- 
rity from- destmction, which their presence might prevent, 
found a pretext to detain, the greatest part of them, and com- 
pelled the few, who were permitted to retire, to leave their 
most valuable eifects behind. All intercourse between town 
and country ceased, and the inhabitants and the troops were 
reduced to the necessity of subsisting on the provisions that 
happened to have been laid up in store.* On the 5th of May, 
the Provincial Congress resolved, that Gen. Gage had by the 
late transactions and many others ' utterly disqualified him- 

* " 1775, May I7th. On the evening of this day, a store on the south side of the Town- 
dock, occupied as a barrack by British troops, took fire by the bursting of some cartridges, 
imprudently handled by the soldiers. About thirty warehouses and buildings were destroy- 
ed, with great part of the effects, contained in them, some of which were donations to the, 
town, for relief of the inhabitants, Eufferisg under the oppressive Port Dill."— S*iw". 

39 
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self from serving the colony as governour, or in any other 
capacity, and that therefore no obedience was in future due to 
him.' 

Towards the end of May, considerable reinforcements ar- 
rived at Boston from England, and on the 25th, Generals 
Howe, Clinton, and Burgoyne arrived. General Gage pre- 
pared to act with more decision. His troops had had sev- 
eral skirmishes on the islands in the harbour, and the provin- 
cials had in every case been victorious. The latter were also 
animated with news from Ticonderoga^nd Crown Point, that 
the American parlies, which had attacked those posts, had 
been completely successful. ' The British army burned for 
what they termed a fair trial of their prowess against the 
rebels in open fight : the officers demanded more ' elbow 
room.' Gen. Gage renewed the campaign on his side by is- 
suing a proclamation on the 12ih of June, in which he offered 
pardon to all persons, except Samuel Mams and John Hancock, 
and proclaimed martial law throughout the province. The 
congress was about replying by a counter declaration, but 
were diverted from that design by a movement of more im- 
portance. 

The American army consisted of about 15,000 men, under 
Gen. Artemas Ward. Information found its way to the com- 
manders, that the British contemplated posting themselves on 
Bunker's Hill, and it was immediately determined to make an 
effort to defeat their design. 'Accordingly on the 16th of 
June, orders were issued, that a detachment of 1000 men 
should that evening march to Charlestown, and entrench upon 
that Hill. Just before 9 o'clock tbey left Cambridge, and 
proceeded to Breed's Hill, situated on the further part of the 
peninsula next to Boston, (for by some mistake this hill was 
marked out for the entrenchment instead of the other.) Many 
things being necessary to be done preparatory to the en- 
trenchments being thrown up, which could not be done before, 
lest the enemy should discover and defeat the design, it was 
nearly twelve o'clock before the works were entered upon. 
They were then carried on with the utmost diligence and 
alacrity ; so that by the dawn of the day they had thrown 
up a small redoubt, about eight rods square. At this limjs a 
heavy fire began from the enemy^s ships, a number of float- 
ing batteries, and from a fortification of the enemy's upon 
Copp's Hill in Boston, dipectly opposite to our little redoubt. 
An incessant shower of shot and bombs was rained by these 
upon our works. The Provincials continued to labour inde- 
fatigably till they had thrown up a small breast-work, extend- 
ing from the east side of the redoubt to the bottom of the 
Hill, but were prevented completing it by the intolerable fire 
of the enemy. 
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' Between twelve and one o'clock a number of boats and 
barges, filled with the regular troops from Boston, were ob- 
served approaching towards Charlestown ; these troops land- 
ed at a place called Moreton's Point, situated a little to the 
eastward of our works. This brigade formed upon their 
landing, and stood thus formed till a second detachment arri- 
ved from Boston to join them ; having sent out large flank 
guards, they began a very slow march towards our lines. At 
this instant smoke and flames were seen to arise from the 
.town of Charlestown, which had been set on fire by the enemy. 

' The Provincials within their entrenchments i<npatiently- 
waited the attack of the enemy, and reserved their fire till 
they came within 10 or 12 rods, and then began a furious 
discharge of small arms. This fire arrested the enemy, which 
they for some time returned, without advancitjg a step, and 
then retreated in disorder and with great precipitation to the 
place of landing, and some of them sought refuge even within 
their boats. Here the officers were observed, by the specta- 
tors on the opposite shore, to run down to them, using the 
most passionate gestures, and pushing the men forward with 
their swords. At length they were rallied, and marched up 
with apparent reluctance towards the entrenchment ; the 
Americans again reserved theirfire until the enemy came 
within five or six rods, and a second time put the Regulars to 
flight, who ran in great confusion towards their boats. Simi- 
lar and superior exertions were now necessarily made by the 
oflicers, which, notwithstanding the men discovered an almost 
insuperable reluctance to fighting in this cause, were again 
successful. They formed once more, and having brought 
some cannon to bear in such a manner as to rake the inside 
of the breast-work from one end of it to the other, the Pro- 
vincials retreated within their little fort. The ministerial ar- 
my now made a decisive efibrt. The fire from the ships and 
batteries, as well as from the cannon in the front of their 
army, was redoubled. The officers in the rear of their army 
were observed to goad forward the men with renewed exer- 
tions, and they attacked the redoubt on three sides at once. 
The breast-work on the outside of the fort was abandoned ; 
the ammunition of the Provincials was expended, and few of 
their arms were fixed with bayonets. Can it then be won- 
dered that the word was given by the commander of the par- 
ty to retreat ? But this he delayed till the redoubt was half 
filled with Regulars, and the Provincials had kept the enemy 
at bay some time, confronting them with the butt ends of 
their muskets. 

' The retreat of this little handful of brave men would have 
been efi"ectually cut off", had it not happened that the flanking 
party of the enemy, which Was to have come upon 
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the ba'ck of the redoubt, was checked by a party of the 
Provincials, who fought with the utmost bravery, and kept 
them from advancing farther than the beach ; the engage- 
ment of these two parties was kept up with the utmost vigour ; 
and it must be acknowledged that this party of the ministerial 
troops evidenced a courage worthy of a better cause ; all 
their efforts, however, were insiiflBcient to compel the Provin- 
cials to retreat till their main body had left the Hill; perceiving 
this was done, they then gave ground, but with more regulari- 
ty than could be expected of troops who had no longer been 
under discipline, and many of whom never before saw an en- 
gagement. In this retreat, the Americans had to pass over 
the Neck, which joins the Peninsula of Charlestown to the 
main land. This Neck was commanded by the Glasgow 
man-of-war, and two floating batteries, placed in such a man- 
ner;, as that tneir shot raked every part of it. The incessant 
fire kept, up across this Neck had, frcim the beginning of the 
engagement, prevented any considerable reinforcements from 
getting to the Provincials on the Hill, and it was feared it 
would cut off their retreat, but they retired over it with little 
or no loss. With a ridiculous parade of triumph, the minis- 
terial generals again took possession of the Hill which had 
served them as a retreat in flight from the battle of Concord. 

' The loss of the New-England army amounted, according 
to an exact return, to 145 killed and missing, and 304 woun- 
ded ; 30 of the first were wounded and taken prisoners by 
the enemy. , Among the dead was Maj.Gen. Joseph Warren, 
a man whose memory will be endeared to his countrymen, 
and to the worthy in every part and age of the world, so long 
as virtue and valour shall be esteemed among mankind.* The 
heroick Col. Gardner, of Cambridge, has since died of his 
wounds; and the brave Lieut. Col. Parker, of Chelmsford, 
who was wounded and taken prisoner, perished in Boston gaol.' 

The British loss was 1054, according to the official return. 
Of these 226 were killed, including 19 officers, and 828 woun- 
ded, including 70 ofiicers. 

The destruction of Charlestown was regarded by the A- 
mericans as an act of wanton barbarity : the British justified 
it, on account of the annoyance their troops received from the 
Provincials stationed in some of the houses. Many of the 
buildings were valuable. ' The meeting-house, a court-house, 
prison, county house, two school-houses, and a work-house. 



* Geni Warren was Grand Master of Free-Masons for North America, at tbe time of his 
death. Near tbe spot on which he fell, the members of that fraternity in Charlestown erec- 
ted a monument, which they dedicated to his memory (Dec 2, 1794). It was a Tuscan 
pillar, 18 feet high, on a brick foundation 10 feet from tbe ground, eight feet square, and 
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with upwards of 380 other buildings were totally consumed, 
together with the furniture and effects of the occupants, be-- 
sides much property that belonged to the unhappy sufferers 
in Boston, who had removed their goods into Charlestown.' 

The main body of the British troops was stationed, after 
the battle, in Charlestown, upon Bunker's Hill : the other di- 
vision of it was deeply intrenched and strongly fortified on 

enclosed by posts. On the top was a gilt urn, with the letters ' J. W. aged 35,' entwined in 
masonick emblems. The subjoined view was taken a few weeks before the monument was 
destroyed. On the south side of the pedestal was the following inscription ; 




' Erected, A. D. MDCCXCIV. by King Solomon's Lodge of Free-Masons, constituted in 
Charlestown, 1783, in memory of Major-General JOSEPH WARREN, and his Associates, 
who were slain on this memorable spot, June 17, 1775. 

' None but they who set a just value upon the blessings of Liberty are worthy to enjoy her. 
In vain we toiled ; in vain we fought ; we bled in vain ; if you, our offspring, want valour to 
repel the assaults of her invaders.' 

' Charlestown settled 1628. Burnt 177S. Rebuilt 1778. 
* Xhe enclosed land was given by the Hon. James Russell.' 
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Boston Neck, leading to Roxbury. The American army lay 
on both sides of Charles river. Its right occupied the high 
groiind about Roxbury, whence it extended towards Dorches- 
ter, and its left was covered by Mystick river, a space of at 
least twelve miles. Every pass was effectually guarded, and 
Boston was absolutely in a state of siege.* No provision of 
any kind for man or beast was allowed to enter : the troops 
and inhabitants were together reduced to great necessities : 
succours which had been ordered from other parts had been 
intercepted or lost at sea, and the small-pdx broke out among 
the soldiers and spread among the people. 

General Washington had taken command of the American 
forces July 2d, and Gen. Gage had resigned the British to 
Gen. Howe, and sailed for England about the first of October. 
As the winter approached, the scarcity of fuel began to be 
sensibly felt. The Old North meeting-house and above 100 
other large wooden buildings were taten down and distribu- 
ted for firewood. Some of the wharves also at the north end 
were broken up for the same purpose. The British oflScers 
found little to amuse them, except the occasional performance 
of a farce, in Faneuil Hall, where they themselves were the 
actors. Their soldiers had enjoyed a single day of mirth, 
in which they were employed in felling Liberty Tree and 
cutting it up for fuel. A squadron of cavalry, attached to the 
army, occasionally exhibited feats of horsemanship in that 
sanctoary of' freedom, the Old South" church, which was 
transformed into a riding-school. Hollis-street, Brattle-street, 
the West, and the First Baptist meeting-houses were occupied- 
as hospitals or barracks for the troops. 

Both parties were dissatisfied with so inactive a service. 
Washington ' had been some time contemplating an attack 
on Boston, as soon as he could be justified in attempting the 
execution of so bold a design. About the middle of February, 
1776,t the severe cold setting in, and the ice becoming suf- 
ficiently firm to bear the troops, he was disposed to make the 
attempt ; but a council of war, summoned on the occasion, 
being almost unanimous against the measn-re, be reluctantly 
abandoned it. 

' The effective regular force of the Americans now amount- 
ed to upwards of fourteen thousand men ; in addition to which 
the commander inTHief called out about six thousand of the 
militia of Massachusetts. With these troops he determined 
to take possession of the heights of Dorchester, whence it 
would be in his power greatly to annoy the ships in the har- 
bour and the soldiers in the town. By taking this position, 

* See an account of the Forts around Boston, in Sillinian's Journal, viii. 338. 
t Holmes' Annals. 



HISTORY OF BOSTON. 311 

from which the enemy would inevitably attempt to drive him, 
he expected to bring on a general action, during which he 
intended to cross over from Cambridge side with four thou- 
sand chosen men, and attack the town of Boston. ' To con- 
ceal his design, and to divert the attention of the garrison, a 
heavy bombardment of the town and lines of the enemy was 
begun on the evening of the 2d of March, and repeated the 
two succeeding nights. On the night of the 4th, immediately 
after the firing began, a considerable detachment, under the 
command of Gen. Thomas, passing from Roxbury, took silent 
possession of Dorchester heights. The ground was almost 
imp"enetrably hard, but the night was mild, and by labouring 
with great diligence,'their works were so far advanced by morn- 
ing, as to cover them in a great measure from the shot of the 
enemy. When the British after day break discovered these 
works, which were magnified to the view by a hazy atmos- 
phere, nothing could exceed their astonishment. No alterna- 
tive now remained, b|jt to abandon the town, or to dislodge 
the provincials. General Howe, with his usual spirit, chose 
the latter part of the alternative, and took measures'-fbr the 
embarkation on that very evening of five regiments with the 
light infantry and grenadiers, on the important but most haz- 
ardous service. The transports fell down in the evening to- 
wards the castle, with the troops, amounting to about two 
thousand men ; but a tremendous storm., at night rendered 
the execution of the design absolutely impracticable. A 
council of war was called the next morning, and agreed to 
evacuate the town as soon as possible. A fortnight elapsed 
before that measure was effected. Meanwhile the Ameri- 
cans strengthened and extended their works ; and on the 
morning of the seventeenth of March the British discovered 
a breast work, that had been thrown up in the night at Nook's 
Hill, on Dorchester peninsula, which perfectly commanded 
Boston Neck, and the south part of the town. Delay was no 
longer safe. By four in the morning, the king's troops, with 
those Americans, who were attached to the royal cause, be- 
gan to embark ; and before ten all of them were under sail. 
As the rear embarked, general Washington marched trium- 
phantly into Boston, where he was joyfully received, as a de- 
liverer.'* 



* * The British fleet, after a deteDtion of nine days in Nant^liet roads, set sail for Halifax. 
The number of the British, who evacuated Boston, exclusive of the staff, was 7575 ; and the 
addition of the marines and sailors is supposed to have rendered Howe 10,000 strong. They 
left their barracks standing, and a number of pieces of cannon spiked, 4 large iron sea mor- 
tars, and stores, to the value of 30,0001. They demolished the castle, and knocked off the 
trunnions of the cannon.' 

A detachment of the fleet remained to execute the Port Bill, by blockading; the harbour, 
until the 14tfa of June, when a strong force went down from Boston, and made so effectual 
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CHAPTER LIV. 



" The lavs, the rights, 
The generous plan of power delivered down 
From age to age, by your renownM forefathers. 
So dearly bought, the price of so much blood." 

The inhabitants of Boston speedily returned to their homes, 
and on the 29th of March they held a regular meeting for 
the choice of town oflScers, in the Old Brick church.* May 
meeting for the choice of representatives was held on the 23d 
of that inonlh, and the following step was taken relative to a 
declaration of independence : 

' The article in the warrant, viz : — To consider whether the 
town will, in conformity to a Resolve of the late Honourable 
House of Representatives for this Colony [on the 10th of May] 
advise their Representatives, "That if the Honourable Conti- 
nental Congress should, for the safety of the Colonies, de- 
clare them independent of the Kingdom of Great Britain they, 
the inhabitants, will solemnly engage with their lives and for- 
tunes, to support tfiem in the measure," was read, and duly 
considered, and the question being accordingly put, passed in 
the affirmative unanimously.' 

The instructions to the representatives expressed the same 
sentiments, and contained also many very judicious remarks 
concerning the establishment of a regular government for the 
people of Massachusetts. The declaration of Independence, 
bearing the signature of the proscribed Hancock, as President 
of the Congress that issued it, on the 4th of July, 1776, was made 
publick at Boston on the 1 8th with great parade and exultation.t 

The subject of a state constitution was taken into consider- 
ation by the general court, without delay : but ^t was not till 
the year 1780 that our present form was adopted, after the 
rejection of a previous plan. Several meetings were held in 

an attack upon them as to compel them to leave their station, and take the advantage of a 
westerly wind to sail for Halifax. Had the wind continued from the east, they must inev- 
itably have surrendered. 

Several transports arrived at different dates some weeks after the evacuation of the town, 
not having received information of the fact, and were taken. The number of prisoners 
amounted to about 600. 

* The people of Boston had assembled twice ur three times at Watertown, for the trans- 
action of town affairs, during the siege. Thursday lecture had been continued by Dr. An- 
drew Eliot until about the 2Sd of Dec. and was renewed immediately after the evacuation 
of the town, on the 28th of March, when Washington attended. 

t Bradford, Hist, of Uasa. ii. 104, 116, 186, 320, 326. 
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Boston on the occasion, and the debates were very animated. 
The town finally agreed to the adoption of the constitution, 
recommending some amendments. A majority of the people 
accepting the plan as it stood, the 4th of Sept. was appointed for 
the election of the state ofEcers. The votes for governour in 
Boston were 923, of which Hancock had 858, Bowdoin 64, 
S. Adams 1. The Gen. Court met on the 26th of October, 
when it was ascertained that Hancock was elected governour 
by a great majority. There was no choice of Lt. Gov. by 
the people; Mr. Bowdoin was chosen by the court, but de- 
clined; so likewise did James Warren Esq. of Plymouth; 
Thomas Gushing Esq. of Boston accepted the office. 

The joy, which the people of Boston could not suppress on 
this occasion, from ' having a Governour who proceeded oot 
of the midst of us,' was signified to Gov. Hancock in an ad- 
dress from the selectmen, to which he returned an answer, 
concluding with the assurance that in whatever situation his 
country should please to place him, the metropolis of this 
commonwealth might ever depend upon his particular atten- 
tion to its interests. 

From the time of the evacuation of the town and the rout 
of the British fleet from the lower harbour, Boston and its vi- 
cinity had ceased to be the seat of the war. The citizens 
however bore their full portion in its burdens, and took part 
in its fatigues and duties by sea and land, as well as in the 
councils of the Congress and embassies to foreign parts. 
They maintained throughout the contest that no terms should 
be made with Britain, unaccompanied with the unconditional 
acknowledgment of independence. They were not however 
desirous to prolong the warfare, and received as joyfuUy as 
any of their countrymen the intelligence of peace. The 
proclamation of Congress announcing this event, reached 
Boston by express, on the 23d of April, 1783, and ' the sheriff 
of the CO. of Suffolk, Jos. Henderson Esq. announced the 
same from the balcony of the State-house, at one o'clock, be- 
fore which a large concourse of the most respectable inhab- 
itants of the town were assembled, who demonstrated by 
three loud huzzas their joy upon this occasion : after which 
13 cannon from the fortresses at the castle, and' the same 
number at Fort-hill were fired.' 

The adoption of the Federal Constitution was an event of 
equal importance. The Massachusetts convention, which as- 
sembled on this subject, in January 1788, consisted of 360 
members, of whom a great portion came with strong prejudi- 
ces against the constitution : but after a discussion of several 
weeks, when the question of acceptance was finally decided, 
there were found to be 187 for, and 168 against it, giving a 
40 
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majority of 19. This decision was declared ' on the 6th of 
Feb. in a manner too impressive to be forgotten by any who 
were present.'* The citizens of Boston expressed great joy on 
the occasion, which was manifested by a numerous procession 
composed of all classes and trades, with their respective and 
appropriate badges. Many farmers and others attended from 
th6 country and joined the procession, with the plough and 
other implements of husbandry. They formed at Faneuil- 
hall, and thence proceeded to the houses of the gentlemen, 
who had represented the town in the convention, and saluted 
them with cheers and from the guns of a small ship, which 
made part of the procession. Afterwards, as many as could 
find seats partook of an entertainment at the hall ; but mul- 
titudes we are told went away empty. 

The principal events of the revolutionary war and other 
important dates having been preserved in the inscriptions on 
the monument, which was erected on Beacon Hill, we insert 
the same here, with a drawing of the monument and of the 
beacon whose place it Occupied. The beacon was blown 
down (Nov. 26, 1789) and the monument was commenced in 
the next year, but not finished till the spring of 1791. It was 
' a plain column of the Dorick order, raised on its proper pe- 
destal, substantially built of brick and stone. It was encrust- 
ed with a white cement, and had a large eagle of wood, gilt, 
at the top, supporting the American arms. The height, in- 
cluding the eagle, was 60 feet ; the diameter of the column 
was 4 feet, the pedestal was 8 feet.' The beacon was about 
the same height. 

INSCRIPTION ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE MONUMENT. 

TO COMMF.MOBATE THAT TRIIIT OF ETENTS WHICH lED TC THE AHEBiCAN 
RETOXrTIOK, AITD FUTALI-T SECCBEB LIBERTT AND IirBEPEBSEJVCE TO- THE 
mriTED STATES, THIS COLUMN IS EBECTED BT THE VOLUNTABT CONTBIBIj- 
TIOH OF THE CITIZEHS OF BOSTOIT, 

MDCCXC. 

ON THE WEST SIDE : 

Stamp Act passed, 1765, repealed, 1766.— Board of customs established, 1767. — British troops 
fired on the inhabitants of Boston, March S, 177a.-Tea act passed, 1773.— Tea destroyed in 

Boston, Decern. 16 Port of Boston shut and guarded, June 1, 1774.— General Congress 

at Philadelphia, Sep. 4.— Provincial Congress at Concord, Oct. 11.— Battle of Lexington, 
April 19, 1776.- Battle of Bunker HiU, June 17.— Washington took command of the 
army, July 2.— Boston evacuated, March 17, 1776.— Independance declared by Congress, 
July 4, 1776 ; Hancock President. 



* The session of the convention on that day was held in the meeting house, in Lmg4imt, 
which afterwards received the name of Fedcral-Stnet, from this circumstance. 
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ON THE NORTH SIDE: 

Capture of Hessians at Trenton, Pec. 26, 1776. — Capture of Hessians at Bennington, Aug. 
16, 1777.— Capture of British army at Saratoga, Oct. 17.— Alliance witli Franee, Feb. 6, 
1778.— Confederation of tbe United States formed, July 9.— Constitution of Massachu- 
setts formed, 1780; Bowdoin President of Convention. — Capture of British army at 

York, Oct. 19, 1781 Prelimenaries of Peace, Nov. 30, 1782.— Definitive treaty of Peace, 

Sept. 10, 1783.— Federal Constitution formed, Sept. 17, 1787, and ratified by the United 
States, 1787 to 1790.— New Congress assembled at New-Yorli, April 6, 1789.— Washington 
inaugurated President, April 30 Publick debts funded, Aug. 4, 1790. 

ON THE EAST SIDE : 

AMERICANS 
WHILE TSOM THIS EMIREITCE, SCENES OE inXUEIAHT PERTIIITT, 0» FLOUR- 
ISHIITG COMUERCE, AND THE ABODES OF SOCIAL HAPPINESS MEET YOUR VIEW, 
POROET SOT THOSE, WHO BT THEIR EXERTIONS HATE SECURED TO lOU THESE 
BLESSINGS. 

VIEW OF THE BEACON AND MONUMENT ON BEAPON-HILL.* 




* The stones bearing the inscriptions, (which we have copied literally) with the eagle 
which surmounted the column, may be seen ip the new State House. 
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CHAPTER LV. 

Famed as the Appian way, 
The world's first bridge to day 
All nations shall convey 

From shore to shore. — Dawes. 

Having thus noticed the principal publick events of general 
interest, we shall devote the remainder of our work to ac- 
counts of the various improvements, institutions, and under- 
takings, which have engaged the attention of the people of 
Boston, since the revolution. 

The first great undertaking, (which at the time was consid- 
ered the greatest tliat had ever been projected in America,*) 
was the erection of ' a bridge over Charles river in the place 
where the ferrj between Boston and Charlestown was kept.' 
The Act, which incorporated Messrs. John Hancock, Thomas 
Russell, Nath. Gorham, and Eben Parsons and others, who 
had subscribed to a fund for executing and completing this 
purpose, was passed March 9, 1785, and the bridge was so 
far completed that the last pier was ready to be put down on 
the 31st of May, 1786. 

On the 17th of June, the bridge was opened for passengers. 
Preparations had been made for great festivity on the occa- 
sion. Salutes of 13 guns were fired at sunrise from Bunker 
and Copps' hills, and the bells of Christ church rang repeat- 
ed peals. This salute formed a contrast so striking, compar- 
ed with the hostile and bloody one of the same day, of the 
same month, and of the week, in '75, as to excite in every 
breast emotions of the happiest kind. At one, P. M.the pro- 
prietors ' assembled in the [Old] State-house, for the purpose 
of waiting on the different branches of the legislature over the 
bridge. The procession consisted of almost every respecta- 
ble character in publick and private life ; as they moved from 



* In a pamphlet on ' the distressed state of Boston,' 1 720, we find the following remark : 
*if there was a bridge built over Charles River, if 50,0002. were expended to make it durable, 
and so a moderate toll laid on all carts, coaches, horses, be this would help us by employ- 
ing the poor, and the circulation of the bills would be of great service, and other things of 
this nature might be thought on.* On the town records, we find, April 27, 1720, * Voted that 
it be given as an instruction to the representatives of this town, now chosen, to promote the 
building a bridge over Charles River, at the place where the ferry hath been usually kept, 
viz. between Mr. Gee's and Mr. Hudson's point, and at no other place.' 

In 1726, Town Rec. p. 467, there is mention of a proposed bridge from Winnessimet ferry 
to Noddle's Island, by John Veamans, Esq. 
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State-Street, a salute was fired from the Castle ; and upon 
their arrival at the entrance of the bridge, the attendant com- 
panies of artillery and artificers, formed two lines on the right 
and left of the proprietors, and moved on to the centre of the 
bridge, when the President of the proprietary advanced 
alone, and gave orders to fllr. Cox, the master workman, to 
fix the draw for the passage of the company, which was im- 
mediately done. At this moment 13 cannon were fired from 
Copps' hill, and the procession passed forward, attended by 
the loudest shouts of acclamation, from a concourse of at 
least 20,000 spectators. As the company ascended Breed's 
hill, 13 cannon were discharged. The gentlemen took their 
seats at two tables of 320 feet, united at each end by a semi- 
circular one, which accommodated 800 persons, who spent 
the day in sober festivity, and separated at 6 o'clock.' 

The following description of Charles-river bridge was pub- 
lished at the time, as taken from actual survey. ' The abut- 
ment at Charlestown, from the old landing, is 100 feet ; space 
to the first pier 16| feet ; 36 piers at equal distances to the 
draw 622^ feet ; width of the draw 30 feet ; 39 piers at equal 
distances from the draw 672 feet ; space to the abutment at 
Boston 16| feet ; abutment at Boston to the old landing 45f 
feet; whole length! 503 feet. 

' The 75 piers total, upon which this elegant structure 
stands, are each composed of 7 sticks of oak timber, united 
by a cap piece, strong braces and girts, and afterwards driv- 
en into the bed of the river, and firmly secured by a single 
pile on each side, driven obliquely to a solid bottom. The 
piers are connected to each other by large string-pieces, 
which are covered with 4 inch plank.. The Bridge is 42 
feet in width, and on each side is accommodated with a pas- 
sage 6 feet wide, railed in for the safety of people on foot. 
The Bridge has a gradual rise from each end, so as to be two 
feet higher in the middle than at the extremities. Forty ele- 
gant lamps are erected at suitable distances, to illuminate it 
when necessary. There are four strong Stone wharves con- 
nected with three piers each, sunk in various parts of the 
river. 

' The floor of the Bridge at the highest tides, is 4 feet above 
the water, which generally rises about 12 or 14 feet. The 
distance where the longest pier is erected, from the floor of 
the Bridge to the bed of the river, is 46| feet.' 

The cost of this bridge has been stated at £l 5,000, lawful, 
and the property was divided into 150 shares of £l00 each. 
Rates of toll, to be double on Lord's days, were established, 
by the act of incorporation, which the proprietors were to en- 
joy for forty years, paying to the college at Cambridge an 
annuity of £200, in consideration of their loss of income from 
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the ferry. This period was extended to 70 years, and the 
double toll repealed, when the charter was granted for West 
Boston Bridge, at the expiration of which period the property 
reverts to the state. 

There had been considerable effort to have the first bridge 
carried from West Boston to Cambridge, but the expediency 
of making the experiment across the narrower part of the 
river was so apparent, that the town of Boston had expressed 
an opinion almost unanimous (1238 to 2) in favour of it. 

West Boston Bridge is a conveyance from the late Pest- 
house point,at the west end of Cambridge-street, over Charles 
river, to the opposite shore in Cambridge. A number of gen- 
tlemen, (Francis Dana, Oliver Wendell, James Sullivan, Hen- 
ry Jackson, MungoMackay, Wm. Wetmore,) were incorpora- 
ted for the purpose of erecting this bridge, March 9th, 1792. 

' The causeway to W. Boston bndge was begun July 15th, 
1792, and suspended after the 26th of December, till the 20th 
of March 1793, when the work was resumed. The wood 
work of the bridge was begun the 8th of April, 1793, and the 
bridge and causeway opened for passengers the 23d of No- 
vember following, being seven months and an half from lay- 
ing the first pier. The sides of the causeway are stoned, 
capstand, and railed ; on each side of which is a canal about 
thirty feet wide. 

* The bridge stands on 180 piers, is - . 3483 feet ioD^. - 

Bridge over the gore, 14 do. - - - 275 do. 

Abutment Boston side, - 87 1-2 

Causeway, - - - 3344 

Distance from end of the causeway to Cambridge Meeting-house, 7810 

Width of the bridge, - . . 40 
Railed on each side for foot passengers. 

' To the proprietors a toll was granted for 70 years from 
the opening of the bridge,* which together with the causeway 
was estimated to have cost about £23,000, 1. m. The prin- 
cipal undertaker for building the bridge, was Mr. Whiting.' 

Those two bridges and the neck continued to be the only 
avenues to the town, landward, until the opening of South 
Boston Bridge. This grew out of the project for annexing 
Dorchester Neck (so called) to Boston, as a part of the same 
town. In the latter end of 1803, there were but ten families 
on that peninsula, which comprised an extent of 560 acres of 
land. These families united with several citizens of Boston 
in a petition to the town (Dec. 27) for the privilege of being 



* This term has since been extended to 70 years from the opening of Craigie's bridge. 
West Boston to pay the College 2001. annu^ly, and Craigie'e to pay West ^uston 1002. during 
their joint existence. 
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annexed thereto, ' upon the single condition that the inhabi- 
tants [of B.] will procure a bridge to be erected between Bos- 
ton and Dorchester neck.' On the 31st of Jan. 1804, after 
several confused meetings on the subject, the town agreed to 
the proposition, on condition ' that the place from which and 
the terms on which the bridge should be built shall be left 
entirely to the Legislature.' Application was made to the 
General Court, and measures were in train for authorising a 
bridge from South-Street to the point. The inhabitants of 
the South-end of the town, having opposed this measure in 
vain thys far in its progress, formed a plan at this juncture, in 
which they proposed to erect a bridge where the present 
bridge stands, and, to obviate the objection that such a bridge 
would not lessen the distance from the point so much as the 
South-street bridge would, they offered to construct a commo- 
dious street, across the flats from Rainsford's lane to the head 
of the proposed bridge. They presented a petition to the 
Court to be incorporated for these purposes ' upon the pre- 
sumption that no liberty will be granted for the erection of 
any other bridge,' to the northward of their bridge, ' unless 
at some future period the increased settlement of this part of 
the country should be such, that the publick exigencies should 
require the same.' This plan and petition met with so fa- 
vourable a reception, that the Dorchester point proprietors 
were induced to make a compromise with the South-end peti- 
tioners, in which it was agreed, that the South-Street bridge 
should be abandoned, and that the South-end bridge should 
be transferred to the Dorchester company, and the proposed 
street be carried forward by the petitioners. A joint com- 
mittee made a report on the bases of this compromise, which 
was accepted in concurrence, Feb. 23d ; and on the 6th of 
March, bills were passed for the three objects, the annexation 
of Dorchester neck to Boston, the incorporation of the Pro- 
prietors of Boston South Bridge, and also of the Front-Street 
Corporation in the town of Boston. 

Messrs. William Tudor, Gardiner Green, Jona. Mason, and 
Harrison Gray Otis, were the proprietors named in Boston 
South Bridge act.* Seventy years' improvement was allowed, 
from the date of the first opening of said bridge for passen- 
gers, which took place ' in the summer of 1805.' On the first 
of October, it was the scene of a military display and sham 
fight. This bridge is 1551 feet in length, and cost the pro- 
prietors about 56,000 dollars. 



* The proprietors pf Roxbury canal (incorporated Feb. 7, 1796) procured ttie insertion of 
a clause in the act, requiring the South Boston bridge proprietors to pay a certain sum to 
vessels passing above the draw. 
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Canal or Craigie's Bridge was opened on Commencement- 
day, August 30, 1 809. It runs from Barton's pt. in Boston, to 
Lechmere's pt. in Cambridge. Its length is 2796 ft. ; its width, 
40 ft. This bridge on the Cambridge side is united toCharles- 
town by Prison-point bridge, which is 1821 ft. long, and 35 
ft. broad, having but one side railed for foot passengers. 

All these bridges are well lighted by lamps when the even- 
ings are dark, and the lights, placed at regular distances, 
have a splendid and romantic appearance. The rates of toll 
are the same on Charlestown, Craigie's and W. Boston. Pas- 
sengers to and from Cambridge over Prison-point bridge 
are not subject to toll. Foot passengers are not taxed on 
South-Boston bridge, but the rates for vehicles, &c. are rather 
higher. The construction of all these bridges is said to be 
similar, excepting that Craigie's is covered with a layer of 
gravel, and some part of it has been recently Macadamized.* 

The Western Avenue, or Mill Dam, erected by the Boston 
and Roxbury Mill Corporation, from Beacon-street in Boston 
to Sewall's point in Brookline, constitutes a sixth avenue into 
the city. The project for this great work was brought before 
the town in a petition from Isaac P. Davis and others, June 
11, 1813, and the inhabitants having given their assent to its 
execution, on certain conditions, Messrs. 1. P. Davis, Uriah 
Cotting, Wm. Brown, and their associates, were incorporated 
for the purpose, June 14, 1814. Very little was done towards 
the accomplishment of this object before January 1818, when 
Mr. Cotting issued an address to the publick, setting forth the 
advantages to be derived to Boston from the contemplated 
improvement. Subscription papers were not long after open- 
ed, and all the shares were immediately taken on one day, 
and the next day were on sale at an advanced price. The 
work was commenced under the eye of Mr. Cotting, but he 
did not live to witness its completion : his place was supplied 
by Col. Loammi Baldwin, and the road was opened for pas- 
sengers, July 2,1821. There was a splendid ceremony on 
the occasion : a cavalcade of citizens, under the direction of 
Adj. Gen. Wm. H. Sumner, at an early hour entered the 
town over the dam, and were welcomed on this side by the 
inhabitants, who waited to receive them. 

The main Dam is composed of solid materials, water-tight : 
its surface is three or four feet above high-water mark : it is 
fifty feet in width in the narrowest part, and 100 in the widest, 
and one mile and a half in length. The rates of toll are the 
same as at West-Boston bridge. 

• Persons named in act incorporating tlie Canal Bridge, Feb. 27, 1807. John C. Jones, 
Loammi Baldwin, Aaron Dexter, Benjamin Wild, TTos. Coolidge jun. Benja. Joy, Gorham 
Parsons, Jona. Ingersoll, John Beach, Abynh Cheever, Wm. B. Hntchins, Stephen Howard, 
and Andrew Oraigie. 
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CHAPTER LVL 

" Then ODminerce brought into the publi(;k walk 
The busy merchant .; the big. warehouse built ; 
Then, too, the pUlarM dome, oiagniiQck, h^av'd 
Its ample Kiof." 

In noticing the ehanges' which took place in various parts 
of the town, after the peace, prior to the establishment of tkti 
city government, w« have oeeasion fi-Fst to men'tion an extenv 
sive fire, which occurred on Friday, April 20, 178"?. It com* 
menced about sunset, in a malt-house belonging to Williaiia 
Patten, in Beach-street. The wind at N. E. blowing haird 
carried the flakes to a great distance, so that many bouses 
were on fire at the same moment. In less than fifteen minutes 
the spire ef the Holfe-street meeting-house, nearly 50 Pods 
from where the fire began, was seen to catch, and thie whole 
edifiee was in a short time burnt to the ground* The buildi- 
ings cOBSuraed were about 100, of which 60 were dwelling- 
fiduses, some ctegant and costly. Both sides of the maim 
street were laid' waste : the east from Mr. Knapp's to Mr. 
Bradfbrd's, and from Mrs. Inches' to Mr. Osborne's on the 
West : that is, from Elliot to Nassau-street on the west side 
of the main street, and on tiie east side froai Beaeh-street to 
fhe corner opposite Nassau-street. The buildings whicfc were 
erected on I'he ruins were mostly of wood, three stories Migkt, 
some of them neat and very elegdnt. 

The Jirst Mock of brick boiMifigs was- the tange called the 
Tontine, in Franklin-street. Until the year 1 792, that street 
bad lain in an unimproved state. There was a slougb or 
quagmire at the lower part of it, and the project to build inits 
neighbourhood was deemed almost quixotick. A plan -was 
brought forward for erecting a block there, on the principles 
of the tontine, as practised in other parts of the world.* Sub- 
scribers were to furnis^h Stipulated suras towards the accom- 
plishment of the object, to be invested in a capital stock, 
which was to be improved to the best advantage, and at the 
expiration of a term of years fo be divided among the sucvivi- 
iug subscribers. The Legislature discouraged this plan by 



• The slough was first drained by Jos. Barrel!, esq. who connected it with his land Hi 
SumnTer-street, and laid it out as a garden : he afterwards suuk a large fish-poirtj 
on the same spot, and stored it with gold and silver fish, ani( orBaniCTted it with a hand- 
some fountain. 

41 
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refusing an act of incorporation : but the work proceeded un- 
der a different arrangement, and the foundation of the build- 
ings on the south side was laid August 8, 1 793. These form- 
ed a Crescent of sixteen dwelling-houses, extending 480 feet 
in length, three stories high, finished in the modern style. The 
general appearance is simple and uniform. The outline is 
varied by a large arch, having publick rooms over it, with an 
attick in the centre, and two houses at each end, which pro- 
ject in advance and are decorated with pilasters and a balus- 
trade. The open space in front of these buildings is 100 feet 
■wide in the centre and 50 ft. at the ends. A grass plat 300 ft. 
long occupies the middle of that space : it is inclosed, and con- 
tains a monumental urn, in memory of Dr. Franklin. The 
opposite side, which is built on a straight line, in a varied style 
of architecture, consists of eight houses, in four blocks, which 
constitute what is called Franklin-place. Messrs. William 
ScoUay, Charles Bulfinch, and Charles Vaughan, were the 
principal agents in this great improvement. 

A very distressing fire occurred on the morning of July 30, 
1794, which laid waste the extensive square between Pearl- 
street, Milk, Atkinson, and Purchase streets, to the sea. It 
commenced about 4 A. M. in the rope-walk of Mr. Edward 
Howe, and communicated to six other walks adjacent, 
of which one was two stories high, and all 600 feet in length, 
well stored with hemp and other materials adapted to the 
trade. The wind holding N.N.E. till near the close of the fire, 
prevented the devastation from extending so far, as almost 
any other wind would inevitably have carried it. Ninety-six 
buildings, of which 43 were dwelling-houses, were consumed. 
The amount of losses, rendered to a committee of the town, 
was ^209,861 50, exclusive of several large sums not ex- 
hibited. 

Great interest was at this time excited in favour of remov- 
ing the ropewalks from the heart of the town. Lechmere's 
point was proposed by some as a suitable location for them, 
but the town ' in a moment of sympathy and feeling for the 
sufferings of particular individuals,' voluntarily gave them the 
right of using the land at the bottom of the Common.* By 
this disposition a very fine square was left open, capable of 
making many valuable building lots ; it is now covered by 
some of the most eligible houses in the city. 



* Six Topewalhs were erected at the bottom of th^ Gommon : they were all destroyed by 
fire, Feb. 18, 1806 : five being rebuilt, four of them were again burnt in the fall of 
1819, and in the course of the year 1824, the city purchased the rights of thej ropewalk 
owners, by which the property has reverted to the inhabitants, and the walks are removed 
to the neck and mill-dam. 
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In the month of May, 1795, the town purchased of Gov. 
Hancock's heirs the spot of land on which the State-house 
stands, and transferred it to the Commonwealth. On the 4th 
of July the corner-stone of this edifice, which makes so strik- 
ing a figure in every view of Boston, was laid with great cer- 
emony. The stone was drawn to the spot by 15 white horses, 
(then the number of States in the Union,) and laid by the 
Governour, assisted by the Grand Masters of masonick lod- 
ges. A silver platei bearing the name of the depositors, and 
many pieces of current money, were placed beneath the stone."' 

This building is of an oblong form, ' 173 ft. front and.61 
deep. It consists externally of a basement story, twenty. feet 
high, and a principal story thirty feet. This, in the centre of 
the front, is covered with an attic sixty feet wide, twenty feet 
high, which is covered with a pediment. Immediately above 
this rises a dome, fifty feet diameter, and thirty high ; the 
whole terminates with an elegant circular lantern support- 
ing an elegant pine cone. The basement story is finished 
plain on the wings with square windows. The cenlne is 94 
feet in length, and formed of arches which project 14 feet ; 
they form a covered walk below ; and support a colonnade of 
Corinthian columns of the same extent above. The outside 
walls are of large patent bricks, with white marble fescias, 
imposts, and keystones.' The body of the building is. paint- 
ed of a Portland-stone colour ; the dome of a bronze- 

The foundation of this edifice is about 100 feet above the 
level of the harbour, and its elevation and size make it a very 
conspicuous object. Two flights of stairs lead. to the top of 
the outer dome, 1 70 steps from the foundation. The view from 
this dome affords one of the most interesting and beautiful 
spectacles. The eye embraces at once every avenue and 
every publick building in the city, and overlooks the towns 
adjacent ' all speckled with white houses and country seats 
amidst groves and luxuriant fields.' At our feet, on the right, 
we see the mansion house of Hancock, (a venerable stone 
building of eighty years standing) and in front is spread the 
common, like a splendid carpet of green, bounded on all sides 
by the malls closely shaded by trees of various growth, over 
which the great elm in the middle of the common, (near to an 
old redoubt and beside a small artificial pond,) seems to com- 



* The inscription was as follows : ThisiComer StoTie of a building intendnd/or the use of 
the Leffialative and Executive braTickes of Government of the Cammomeeaith of^assachKsettSf 
was laid by His Excellency Samuel Adams Esq, Governour of said Commonviealthj assisted 
by the most Worshipfd Paul Revere, Brand Master and the Right Worahifful WUHam Sed- 
ley, Deputy Brand Master, the Brand Wardens and brethren oftlu Grand Lodge of Massac 
chusetts o» the fourth day of July An. Bom. 1795. A. L. 6795 being the XXth anniversary 
of American Independence. 
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mand the \Hid«,with the majcsticit waving c£ bis huge bramh- 
eg^ the growth of a century.* East, lies in full view, tlie sigfca 
unobstructed in its fartliest reacb, the ocean and the harbour, 
bespangled with islands, almost as numerous and said to be 
equally as charming as those which beautify the bay of Na- 
ples : all together combining to make this view one of the 
most delightful panoramas that the world affijf dG.t 

'The New Akns-house, so calkd,t (which istood till Blay, 
1*^5, in Leverett-Street) was built in the year 1800: -the 
Overseers of the poor held their first meeting in it, Dec. 
3d. It was an oblong building, pleasantly situated on the 
bank of Charles river, measuring 270 feet front, and 66 deep. 
It consisted of a basement story^ divided into three iarge kitch- 
ens, and a nuntber oX commodious rooms, which were im- 
proved for work-shops and other purposes. Above were three 
upright stories, which gave forty-e^t rooms, 24 by 22 feet ; 
ftiur staircases, 10 feet io width, leading through the several 
stories. In the centre was a hall 40 by fiO, anid a chapel 
above of the same dimensions ; each of tbean being about IS 
feet in heij^t. The lai^e arched windows were finished wiUk 
fiuted piiaBtecs of the Ionic order. The outside walls were 
ef large bricks, with white marble iascias, imposts and h^- 
Stones, and the roof covered with slate. Four brick pai^ 
tions ran through the building, in which stood the chimBies, 
containi^ a fonnel for every room. The whole bnSding 
was eAclesed with brick walls and handsome gates. The 
front and rear yards were 80 by 280 feet.' 

West Row, the next oldest range j^f brick buildiiigs, on the 
•est side of Court street, between Haln&rer street and Bow- 



* 3be heigU of (he Giat Tree on the Common is £5 feet ; the girth, at 30 inches from the 
growd, Jc iiU-9 inches. The eitent of the branches is 86 feet 

t The new State hoQse was first occupied by the Legislature on the 11th of JanuaX7, 1T98. 
The seVer^ branches of the Gen. Court marched in procession from the old state honse, and 
the new building was solemnly dedicated * to the honour of 6od aBd the people's good.* 
Rev. Dr. Thacher offered the dedicatory prayer. 

X The old Abns hoaae, Worlc house and Brideweti, together with the Granary were situa- 
ted OQ Parli Street. The Granary was a long wooden biulding at tiie oomer of Cenmon 
«t. capable of containine 12000 busfaeb of fftain, which it was costomary for a ooomuttee, 
annually appointed by the town, to have stored in it for the accommodation of the poor and 
otherewho wislied to purchase in small quantiUes, at an advance on the wholesale price not 
exceeding ten per cent Th^Mma Aoiuewas atwostorybriclt building, in the form of anl, 
with a gable roof, appropriated to the aged and infirm poor. The Wwi Aouse was a large 
JMck building 120 f^et long, two stories high with a gable roof fiir the reception of vagrant, 
idle and dissolute persons. Bridevidl was contiguous to the wor&house, and was a sort of 
prison for the disorderly : a part of the house was assigned to the insane. 

The first proposal for an Alms bouse on the Town records occurs in Nov. 1660. In Fc& 
1MB, B persen Is admitted Into the Alms house. SeclS, 1682, the Alms house being burnt a 
new one Is pfDpslcIt; il wis KliUdtBg June 2, 1«B6. The Work-hsnse was built in ITSR. 
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doin -square, was erected in 1800. South Row, a handsome 
block of stores belonging to the Old South church, and situate 
on the land adjcuning it, was completed about the same time. 

On the ifithof December,1801, a destructive fire happened 
in Fish and Ann streets. It coinmenced in a large wooden 
building in the rear of [now] No. 95, Ann st. and immiediately 
communicated to the houses in front. Thence it extended 
north on the east side of Fish street to,Swelt'E wharf, consum- 
ing every house. On the west side of Ann street no house 
was burnt, although the street was then ten feet narrower 
than it is at present; but every building from Cross street to 
the one opposite Swett's wharf was burnt, or pulled down to 
arrest the progress of the flames. The next year, 1802, sev- 
eral brick buildings were erected on the ruins, and the block 
on the west side of Fish street received the name of North 
Row. 

The law to prevent the erection of wooden buildings more 
than ten feet high was passed Feb. 9, 1803. It was an act in 
addition to an act to secure the town of Boston from damage 
by fire, and its provisions were so faithfully executed that 
none other than brick or stone buildings were raised from 
that time, until the recent modification of the law. 

The town land, on which the old Alms house Slc. stood, bad 
been sold to individuals some time before the removal of the 
inmates took place, and very shortly after that, the block of 
four buildings on Park Street, adjoining the meeting house 
was put up. So far as we can ascertain this was the first of 
the improvements near the State house and common. By the 
fall of 1804,the houses on Beacon street at the corner of Park 
street wei-e erected. Hamilton place was finished in 1806, 
and Bumstead place not long after. Pinckney street. Myrtle 
street, Hancock street and the whole extent of Mount Ver- 
non, which in 1799 presented a dreary waste on, which only 
three decent houses were to be seen, began to present theap- 
pearance of improvement, and in a very little time were cover- 
ed with extensive ranges of some of the best houses in the 
town. By the year 1806, they became the resort of wealth 
and fashion, and subsequent improvements have made that 
neighbourhood the most eligible of any part of the city. 

Beacon hill and the eminenc'es west of it were levelled, and 
their materials served to fill up the millpond, which the mill 
proprietors (the successors of Henry Simons, &c. see p. 1 24) 
obtained the consent of the town to do, May 1 4, 1 804. The 
proprietors had been incorporated, by the name of the Boston 
Mill Corporation, March, 9, 1804 ; and on March lUh,1806, 
certain associates were incorporated under the name of the 
Pond Street Corporation ' for the purpose of making a street 
from the Boston side of Charles River Bridge, across the Mill 
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Pond, in the most convenient route to connect with Middle 
street,' to he laid out by the Selectmen as a publick street and 
to be at least 60 ft. wide. That street, which by admeasure- 
ment is 1 980 ft. in length was commenced without delay. The 
proprietors having made arrangements for the accommoda- 
tion of the Baptist churches abutting on the pond, they came 
to a definite agreement with the town July 24, 1807, that the 
town, ' waive and release the conditions and obligations annex- 
ed to the said original grant, for a just and valuable consid- 
eration, and that the premises should be filled up and made 
fit for building by excluding the water; and the said Propri- 
etors are content in exchange for such release to fill up and 
convert the premises into solid land, and to grant and confirm 
to the town of Boston forever an estate in fee simple, in and to 
one eighth lot so filled up, of every tract or portion of the prem- 
ises, which shall, within twenty years from this date, be filled 
up and converted into solid land,within and without the pres- 
ent existing causeway, and one undivided moiety of every lot 
or portion of the premises, which at the expiration of said 
term shall not be filled up and converted into solid land, or 
boxed out in a manner equivalent to filling up.' The princi- 
pal part of the pond is already filled up, and the whole super- 
ficies is laid out into squares and streets of convenient breadth. 
Several brick buildings were early erected on the made land, 
at the bottom of Friend street and of Cross street. The New 
street (as Mill-pond-street, G. d. 35, is yet familiarly called) 
considerably shortens the distance between Charlestown and 
the centre of Boston.* A canal passing through the mill- 
creek unites the river with the harbour,and receives the boats 
from Middlesex canal with their cargoes of wood, stone and 
produce. When the pond is wholly filled up, the area of the 
peninsula will have been increased about 43 acres. 

It was about this time thatCopps' hill began to be dug away, 
and a few brick buildings were erected in Lynn-street, in 
1806, about Hon.Wm.Gray's whf. and on the opposite side of 
the street. These were the principal improvements at the 
north part of the town. A fire which happened, Aug. 18th 
destroyed six houses, between Ann (then Fish) st. and the 
North square. It commenced at nine o'clock in the evening, 
in the third house from Mountfort's corner. Very great ex- 
ertions were necessary to prevent its extending across the 
street and communicating to many of the neighbouring houses, 
which at that time were all of wood and very near each oth- 
er. A few brick buildings have risen slowly on this spot, and 



* Another street (Oharlestown st. (r. d. 34^ is now almost completed, by wlu<;b tbat dU? 
tance will be yet more diminished. 
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the width of the street has been greatly improved. But the 
the prospect of gain from exertions in other parts of the town 
has hitherto been so much brighter, that very little improve- 
ment has'yet been made north of the creek. Here and there 
an individual has erected a substantial house, and not a few 
have done their part towards rendering the general appear- 
ance of buildings in that quarter more agreeable, so far as 
that could be effected by a coat of paint. 

' Sundry persons, proprietors of the shipyard, and of certain 
wharves and flats, lying on the harbour of Boston, between 
Battery March street and State st. associated for the purpose 
of improving said land and laying out a spacious street near 
the harbour, through their estates,' and were incorporated for 
that purpose, Feb. II, 1806, by the name of the Broad Street 
Association. While the plans of this Association were pro- 
gressing, another company, was carrying forward India 
Wharf, which was finished bpfore Broad Street was complet- 
ed. India Street extending from India Wharf to the head of 
Long Wharf was the next improvement, and the stores and 
houses on them all were ready to be occupied in the course 
of 1 807, '08, and '09. The range of four-story brick stores 
and dwelling-houses, in Broad-street, measures on the west 
side, from State-street to Purchase-street, 1373 feet, in a line 
somewhat circular. Broad-street is 70 ft. in width. Custom- 
House street, in which the Custom-House stands, measures 
194 ft. from Broad to India street,- and this last measures. 
989 feet from Long-wharf to India-whf. These admeasure- 
ments give an idea of the extent of space rescued from the 
water, and converted into commodious stores and dwellings. 

To these great improvements we must add, in the same 
quarter, that of Central-wharf, which was completed in the 
year 1816. It extends into the harbour, from India-street 
about midway between Long and India wharves, and is 1240 
feet in length, and 150 in width. There are 54 stores on 
this wharf, four stories high. There is a spacious hall in the 
centre, over which is erected an elegant observatory. The 
stores are fifty feet in width, and stand in the middle of the 
wharf, so that there is, bn either side, the best of accommoda- 
tion for the landing and delivery of merchandize. It has 
been remarked, that, for extent, convenience, and elegance 
combined, Central-wharf is not exceeded by any in the com- 
mercial world. 

While these undertakings were going forward, the same 
great projector of the whole, Mr. Cotting, had his mind em- 
ployed on another. Between the foot of Cornhill and the 
northerly end of Tremont-street, in a straight course, there 
was considerable vacant land and many old buildings of lit- 
tle value. Possession was obtained of these estates by pur- 
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chase, and a street 48 ft. in width was laid out, in as direct a 
course as the unevenness of the ground would permk. Ir» 
1817, a block of stores was erected on each side, which, be- 
tween Cornhill and Court st. measure 432 ft. in length on the 
north side, and 436 on the south. They are all four stories high 
and have uniform fronts. The stores on the north- side are 
marked with the odd numbers (1 to 91) and those on the 
south with the even numbers, (2 to 76) the chambers in each 
building bearing one number, and the store, below, the odd or 
even number next in order. It was at first proposed to cati 
this avenue New Cornhill, from the circumstance of its being 
devoted to the same kinds of business for which Cornhill had 
so long been celebrated : to what fancy the present name is 
to be attributed we know not.* 

Immediately on the completion of Market-street, patt of 
the building at the east end <d ScollayV buildings, (long 
famous aa Master Carter's schod, but which became private 
property, March 4, 1793) was taken- down, to>make the pas- 
sage free from Tremont street into Market-street. Ib the 
next year, Brattle street leading E. from Court st. to Dock 
square by the rear of the stores on Market st. was opened, and 
an elegant block of 14 houses built on the north ^e, present- 
ing a front of hatnmered stone, 312 ft» in extent and four sta- 
ries high. This was the first stone block erected m the town-. 

While these changes were making mostly for commerciai 
purposes, expensive improvements were going forward in oth- 
er pai*s of the town, to accommodate a population increasiftg 
in wealth and numbers, with dwelling houses suited' to their 
fancies and wants. Fort hill was put into repair and the lots 
adjacent sold by the town to individuals,! wh» erected-the 
brick block called Washington place, around the mall, or cir- 
cular green which is a walk about 200 ft.in diaroeter,lin«d' with 
double rows of poplars. North-Russell,Vine,and Poplar streets, 
and the neighbourhood of the Massachusetts Hospital to the 
Alms-house in Leverett st. which had recently been marsh and 
pasture ground, or improved only for Ropewalks, were con"- 
verted into building lots and covered with fashionable a«d 
substantial houses. Beacon street on the west side of the 
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* The stores in Market Street were the first erected on sraoite pillan, a thing i 
common. Mr. Tiickerman's store at the comer of Dock sq. and Market Row, was about 
the first in which the improvement was attempted (1830) of substituting those pillars for the 
original brick walls. E»treme caut'ron was deemed necessary, and the work occupied almost 
a whole summer. Market Row, which is a continuation of similar bulldfaigs from Market 
street to Dock «q. measures 118 feet, making the whole block on the north side S60 fe*. 

t The town empowered the Selectmen to dispose of the Fort hill lots. May 23,1805, and 
sales were made to Uesirs. Wells, Bradbury, Tuck, Rowland and others, in the month of 
June, 1806. 
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Common, and Colonnade row on the east, (mostly bujlt in 
1811,) presented, the one an elegant uniform range of 24 brick 
dwellings four stories high, and the other an irregular series 
of single buildings finished in a varied style, according to the 
taste of the individual owners. Besides these there were nu- 
merous other courts, rows, squares, and places, comprising 
from six to twelve or more modern brick houses, erected prior 
to the year 1822, which is the period within wMch we confine 
our observations in this chapter. ' 

There were also erected prior to this period several edifices 
devoted to publick purposes, which are worthy to be noted 
in this connection. 

The Custom- House stands on the north side of Custom- 
house street, near the head of Central wharf. ' It is 60 feet 
square and two stories in height exclusive of the basement, 
which is divided by brick walls and brick arches supporting 
the different passages above. The lower part of the front is 
built of stone and the upper part of brick, with a colonnade 
60 feet long and 10 ft. wide, supported by 10 stone columns 
of the Doric order, 14 feet in length. The floor is paved 
with stone, and a broad flight of stone steps with iron railings 
leads to the several offices. It is finished with a stone frieze 
and cornice, and the windows ornamented with marble dresr 
sings. The front is crowned by a pediment, on the top of 
which is a spread eagle. The basement and first story is cal- 
culated for the storing of goods, and contains a number of com- 
partments occupied by the house-keeper, and some of the 
under officers. The upper story contains 6 rooms 20 feet 
high, in which the business of the office is transacted. The 
building is remarkably well contrived for the convenience of 
business, and exhibits a chaste and elegant specimen of archi- 
tecture. It cost about thirty thousand dollars.' 

The Boston Exchange Cofpee-House, whose name desig- 
nates the purposes to which it was appropriated, was the most 
capacious building and most extensive establishment of its 
kind in the U. S. The early history of this structure is that 
of an unsuccessful speculation, whicn involved individuals in 
ruin, and seriously injured a large portion of the community, 
it cost the projector, and through him the publick, upwards 
ofg500,000, and was unfinished when he failed. In other 
hands it was completed so far as to be tertantable, and went 
into operation in 1808, two years and a half from the time it 
was commenced.* 



* ' This grand edifice was destroyed by fire, on Tpesdw, Not. 8, 1818. It was first di»Q»T- 
ered near the southwest corner of the attick story, ahpwt seven in th? evening, and hefvfe 
ten o'clock the whole building was reduced to a melancholy heap qt ruins. The most spi^- 

42 
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' The E. C. H. was an immense pile of building, 7 stories 
in height, with a cellar under tha whole, and covering 12,753 
square feet of ground. Its shape was an irregular square, or 
that of an irregular triangle cut off at the acute angle, meas- 
uring 132 feet in its broadest front, and only 94 feet on its 
narrowest,, from which the line of the sides diverged nearly 
equally. The base of the building was of hammered granite 
and the basement of white marble. 

'The front in Congress-street was highly ornamented. Six 
marble pilasters, of the Ionic order, upon a rustic basement 
supported an architrave and cornice of the same ; and the 
whole front, which had an arched door way, was crowned 
with a Corinthian pediment.' On this side there were 48 
superb Venetian windows. There was another entrance to- 
wards State-street, through an lonick porch or vestibule, and 
this front was ornamented with ten lonick pilasters, and light- 
ed by 58 windows. There was also an entrance, for the 
lodgers in the hotel, on Salter's court, having a passage for 
the ingress and egress of carriages. From this door there 
was a circular stair-case, elegantly decorated, which led 
without 'interruption to the attick story. There was also a 
communication from Devonshire-street, through an adjoining 
house. 

' Upon entering the bouse, you stood on an interior area 70 
feet in length and 40 ft. wide, in the form of a parallelogram, 
which was lighted from the top by means of a magnificent 
dome, 100 ft. 10 inches in diameter. Around this area was 
extended a portico, or rather several porticos, each consisting 
of 20 columns, which reached from the ground floor to the 
roof, and supported five galleries leading to the different apart- 
ments. The height of the top of the dome from the floor was 
83 feet. Here was an assemblage of the different orders of 
architecture, from the ornamental Doric to the Corinthian, 
which produced a very agreeable impression upon the eyes 
of the spectator, as he passed from the dome which surmount- 



ited and judicious efforts could only give a temporary clieck to the flames, which were has- 
tily working their way behind the partition walls and round the cornices, in places beyond 
reach. In -a very short time, the greater part of the 210 halls, rooms, chambers, &c. exhib- 
ited a mass of intense fire seldom witnessed. About 9 oWock the noble dome came down 
with a frightful crash, and, soon after, nearly all the north and part of the south walls, each 
more than 80 feet in height, fell, and damaged many of the neighbouring buildings. Several 
houses were much damaged,but none wholly burnt out, except the one on Devonshire-street, ad- 
joining the Exchange. On Wednesday morning, the whole isolated front wall of the ruin, 90 
f^t high by 80 ft. wide, with its marble columns and chimnies, appeared to stand tottering 
over the people's heads, and threatened in its fall to overwhelm the buildings opposite, which 
stood at the distance of 38 feet only from the wall. But in the course of that and the suc- 
ceeding day they were levelled, without the least damage to the neighbourhood or to the 
thousands of spectators, who were witnesses to this sublime wreck of matter.' 
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ed the whole, to the floor upon which he stood. The interior 
space was as nearly as possible equi-distant from the sides of 
the structure ; and the apartments, which surrounded it upon 
the various stories, amounted to about 210. 

' The house was divided into two species of rooms ; those 
which belonged to the hotel, and those which were rented for, 
offices and shops to individuals. The basement story con- 
sisted chiefly of an extensive kitchen, private lodging rooms, 
larder, and the cellars, with some offices that were entered 
from the street. The principal floor was originally intended 
for a public Exchange, which design never was executed, as 
the merchants from long habit, prefer to stand in the street, 
even during the inclement winter months. A publick read- 
ing room, with a very large list of subscribers, was also upon 
this floor, where the lodgers in the hotel had the privilege ot 
resorting, and in which was regularly kept a journal of the 
most interesting occurrences of the times, whether of a politi- 
cal or commercial nature. A convenient Coffee room, a Bar 
and withdrawing-room for boarders, were also on this floor; 
besides various apartments occupied by publick incorporations 
and private individuals. On the second floor chiefly devoted 
to the hotel, upon the southern side, there was a dining room 
sufficiently spacious to admit tables for three hundred per- 
sons ; about fourteen other apartments comprised the whole 
of the second story. 

' The third and fourth floors belonged to the tavern. An 
arched ball-room, finished with greai taste in the Corinthian 
drder of architecture, extended through both stories, and was 
placed immediately over the large dining hall. The other 
apartments on these floors were either connected with the ball 
room, or were lodging chambers. 

' Upon the northern side of the fifth and sixth floors, a 
large Masonick Hall was formed from a large number of lodg- 
ing rooms, which were included in the apartments which 
we have just enumerated. The other rooms were appropri- 
ated for lodging chambers, with the exception of an obser- 
vatory on the sixth floor, connected with the news room be- 
low.* 

Thk Stone Court-House in Court-squarfe, to which for 
distinction's sake we have given the name of Johnson Hall 
on our plate, (with reference to the memory of Isaac Johnson 
esq. whom we have mentioned as a chief patron of the first 
settlers of Boston, see />. 37,) was built in 1810. It is de- 
scribed as consisting of an octagon centre, 55 ft. wide, with 
two wings, 26 by 40 feet, connected by the entrance and pas- 
sages to the centre. The length of the whole building is 140 

* For a more pirticular account of the E.C.H. see Omnium OatKcriim, Nov. 1809. 
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ft. The lower story of the centre is improved by ihe Regis- 
ter of Deeds, and Clerk of the C. C. P. — the second story by 
the County Courts, and the upper by the Common Council of 
the city. The Mayor and Aldermen's room is in the upper 
story of the western wing ; under that are the offices of the 
Auditor and City Marshal, and on the lower floor the Probate 
Office. In the eastern wing are the offices of the Clerk of the 
S. J. Court, rooms for the judges and for the juries, and one 
occupied by the Law Library. 

BovLSTON Hall, situated at the corner of Washington and 
Boylston St. was so named in honour of Ward Nicholas 
Boylston esq. It was opened in 1810. It is in length 120 ft. 
ana in width 50 feet, of three stories, with a deep cellar. On 
the first floor are twelve stalls for the sale of provisions. The 
second is separated by an avenue running lengthwise, on the 
sides of which are four spacious rooms. The third story con- 
sists of a hall 100 feet in length with the entire width of the 
building. The central height of the ceiling is 24 feet. It 
contains an orchestra, and two convenient witbdrawing-rooms 
adjoining'* 

Parkman's Market, so called, is a large brick building at 
the corner of Grove and Cambridge-streets, distinguished by 
a cupola. It was erected by the late Samuel Parkman, esq. 
for the purpose of a market to accommodate the population in 
that neighbourhood. It was built in the fall of 1810. 

The City Market, so called, at the end of Brattle-street 
next to Dock-square, is also an extensive brick building, three 
stories high. The lower story and cellars were appropriated 
to the sale of provisions. The Gallery of Fine Arts was kept in 
the rooms above. This building was erected by private cit- 
izens in the year 1819: the town had opposed their wish to 
be incorporated and their application to the General Court 
was in consequence unsuccessful. The city has since refused 
to accept the building as a donation, and a furniture ware- 
house is now kept in the part formerly occupied as a market. 

We have thus endeavoured to give a general view of the 
principal local changes, which took place under the town gov- 
ernment. It will be our aim to render that view more definite, 
as we proceed to the edifices which have been devoted to fash- 
ionable amusements, or to the more sober purposes of relig- 
ious worship, education, and charity. 



* * The proprielDrfl were incorporated Feb. 27, 1609, mod the foundation of the building 
was commenced in the April foUowingf. The land belonging to the corporation was for- 
merly owned by Sam'l Welles esq. of whose heirs it was purchased by Mr. Jos. 0. Dyer, 
and by him conveyed to the present proprietors for (20,560. The cost of the building was 
about $39,000, beside the cupola, which was built by suhscriplion. The clock was a dona 
Uoo of Mr. Boylston. 
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CHAPTER LVIL 

This is tlie place as well as 1 may guess 
Whence even now the tumult of loud mirtk 
Was rife, and perfect in my listeningf ear : 

a thousand fantasies 
Begin to throngs into my memory, 
Of calling shapes and beckoning shadows dire. 

Comtw, A Maah. 

The puritan spirit of our ancestors was transfused into the 
first and second generations which succeeded them : nothing 
like the fashionable amusement^ of our day found any coun- 
tenance with them. A third and fourth generation became 
^y degrees a little more lax in manners and sentiments, and the 
filth had so far thrown off restraint as to look upon balls and 
assemblies without much abhorrence. Probably, the inter- 
course, which under the royal government was constantly ta- 
king place between our people and officers of the army and 
navy from England, may have tended to introduce this 
change. ' In the year 175'6, Concert Hall, a handsome build- 
ing at the head of Hanover-street, was erected by Mr. Ste- 
phen Deblois, a musician, for the purposes of concprls, danc- 
ing, and other entertainments. A fevf years ago the build- 
ing was enlarged, and improved at a great expense. The 
front hall is about 60 feet by 30, in the second story, and is 
justly admired for its correct proportions and the richness or 
its architecture. It is highly finished in the Corinthian style, 
with an orchestra, and the walls are ornamented with superb 
mirrors. In the rear is another hall on the same story, finish- 
ed in a plainer style, and well calculated for publick enter- 
tainments, and large parties.' 

Federal-Street Theatre was erected about the same time 
with theTontine buildings. Strenuous opposition had been made- 
to the introduction of theatrical exhibitions into Boston. The 
first attempt of the kind, in 1750 (see Minot, Hist, of Mass. i. 
142) was followed by a law of the Province prohibiting them 
under penalties. During the siege the British officers enter- 
tained themselves with amusements of a theatrical sort. From, 
that time we discover no traces of a theatre in Boston till 
1789, when the newspapers contain intimations of a design to 
establish one. While the prohibitory laws remained in force, 
it was unsafe to proceed openly : an effort was made to repeal 
them in the winter session of 1792, which failed, and the ex- 
pedient of exhibiting plays under the title of Moral Lectures, 
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was therefore adopted in the fall of that year. The place of 
performance was 'the New Exhibition Room in Board-alley,' 
(now Hawley-street.) A majority of the town had favoured 
the petition for a repeal of the prohibitory laws, ' as unconsti- 
tutional, inexpedient, and absurd,' and the patronage of the 
Exhibition Room was so liberal, that the plan of erecting a 
commodious brick building, purposely for a theatre, was easi- 
ly carried into execution. A lofty and spacious edifice was 
built on Federal and Franklin streets, 140 feet long, 61 wide, 
and 40 feet in height.* It was opened on the 3d of February, 
1794, with the tragedy of Gustavus Vasa Erickson, the deliv- 
erer of Sweden. Mr. Charles Stuart Powell was manager. 
' In consequence of a misunderstanding between Mr. P. and 



* This summer (1825) an addition has been made to the west end of the liuildiDg-, of about 
12 feet, and corresponding' improvements in the interior. 

The following memoranda may be gratifying to the lovers of the Drama. 

1797. — ^nir. Williamson having failed 35 Manager of the Federal street Theatre, it was 
tahen by Messrs. Barrett and Harper. During the season this Theatre was destroyed by fire, 
on the afternoon of Feb. 2, 1798. Messrs 6. and H. applied for the use of the Haymarket 
Theatre and were reftised. 

Oct. 29th^ 1798. — The Theatre, having been rebuilt, was opened under the management 
of Mr. Hodgkinson. The pieces performed were a Prelude, called *The First Night's 
Apology, or All in a Bustle,' * Wives as they Were,' and the 'Purse.' 

April 29th, 1799. — Mr. Hodgkinson, having failed in the Federal street concern, removed 
the Company to the Haymarket Theatre, which he opened with the 'Stranger,' and 'Ply- 
mouth Rock.' This was the last season Mr. Hodgkinson performed is Boston. 

Oct. 1799. — Theatre opened under the management of Mr. G. L.Barrett, with the Comedy 
of ' Laugh when you Can.' Mr. B. failed before the season expired. 

Oct. 27th, 186o.^-Theatre opened under the management of Mr. Whitlock, who, after ex- 
periencing a loss of about $4000, relinquished the concern. This season introduced to a 
Boston audience the celebrated Mrs. Jones. 

Nov- 30th, 1801. — The Theatre was opened uuder the joint management of Messrs. Powell 
and Harper. ' The School for Scandal,' and *Poor Soldier,' were the entertainments. 

Oct 27th, 1802 — The Theatre opened under the management of Mr. SneUlng Powell, with 
the ' Poor Gentleman,' and ' Purse.' 

The Theatre continued under the sole management of Mr. Snelling Powell, until Oct. 1806, 
when it was opened under the jointmanag-ementofMessrs.Powell, Bernard, and Dickson, 
who continued it till 18]l,wfaen Mr .Bernard relinquished hispart,andMessrE.Powelland Dick- 
son retained the management of it for 11 years. In 1816-17, Mr. D. retired from the stage, 
and has performed only twice since ; in April, 1819, be appeared in the character of Hardy, 
in the ' Belle's Stratagem,' and Oglow, in ' Timour the Tartar,' for Mrs. Powell's benefit: 
and in May, 1821, he performed Sir Robert Bramble, in the ' Poor Gentleman,' Will Steady, 
in the ' Purse,' and Tag, in the ' Spotl'd Child -.' this was likewise for the benefit of Mrs. 
Powell, who was prevented from appearing before ber friends on that occasion, in conse- 
quence of the decease of Mr. Powell, which occurred the previous month- 
Mr. Dickson, although he retired from the stage, continued in the management. The sea- 
son of 1817 commenced under the joint direction of Messrs. Powell, Dickson, and Duff: this 
connexion continued for three yean, when Mn Duff relinquished bis share in the concern. 

After the lamented decease of Mr. Powell, (April 8, 1821,) the management de- 
volved upon Mr. D. (for Mrs. Powell, who was principally interested, and himselQ aided by 
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the proprietors, Col. J. S. Tyler was appointed to the manage- 
ment, but not succeeding, he relinquished and was succeeded 
by John Brown Williamson. 

In the mean time, the friends of Mr. Powell raised by sub- 
scription a sum sufficient to build of wood {he Haymarket The- 
atre, which was one of the most spacious and convenient ever 
erected in America.' It was located near the foot of the 
Mall, on the sppt now occupied by the 'three-story buildings, 
next south of Colonnade-row. The house was opened, Dec. 
26, 1796, with an Occasional Address, written and delivered 
by Mr. C. S. Powell, which was followed by the Comedy of 
the Belle's Stratagem, in which Mr. Dickinson, (since J. A. 
Dickson, the late Manager,) appeared upon the stage for the 
first- time. The afterpiece was a grand pantomime called 
Mirza and Lindor, performed by a French Corps du Ballet. 
It was at this time that Mrs. Darley made her debut as Nar- 
cissa in ' Inkle and Yarico.' 

Haymarket Theatre was discontinued in the course of a 
few years, and no other was established until the year 1819, 
when the entertainments at Washington Gardens were com- 
menced. At first the managers of the Federal-street house 
were interested in the performances at the Amphitheatre, but 
in a short time the control over it passed into the hands of 
of several amateurs, and the two institutions became in some 
sort rivals to each other. The Amphitheatre was so con- 
structed as to answer the purposes of a Circus,! and was on 
that account better adapted to the performance of such plays 
as required the introduction of troops and caravans, a happy 
invention for supplying the defects to which the best select- 
ed companies may sometimes be liable, not unknown in Ad- 
dison's day, but not demanded till recently to please a Boston 
audience. 

The Museum was commenced in Boston by the exhibition 
of a few specimens of wax-work, at the American Coffeehouse, 
opposite the Bunch-of-Grapes in . State-street. The proprie- 



Mr. Kilner, as Acting Manager ; this continued until tlie expiration of tlieir lease from the 
proprietors, in May, 1824. 

Tlie next season, in Sept. 1824, Messrs. Kiloer and Finn undertook ttie management, for 
themselves and Mrs. Po\rell, on a lease of three years. 

It is a fact, worthy of record, and iiighly creditable to the Managers, that, from the time 
of Mr. Powell's undertaking the management, until the present date, there never has been an 
instance known of a performer's salary, a tradesman's bill, or any Dther dei|nand against 
the Theatre being refused payment. This punctuality has given a respectability and credit 
to the establishment, that is not surpassed by any other in this country or in England. 

t Messrs. Pepin andBreschard had established a regular Circus in Charlestown in 1809 : 
and the Circus at the Washington Gardens has been occasionally used for that specifick' ob- 
ject. There was also a Circus by Lailson in il7g6,-and ten years before that, the Selectmen 
had granted a licence for the exhibition of feats of horsemanship. 
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tor was Mr. Daniel Bowen, whose collection received very 
handsome notice in the papers of June, 1791. It was soon 
removed to ' the hall over the New School-house near the 
Rev. Mr. West's meeting :' additions of natural and artificial 
curiosities, paintings,&c. were constantly made to the collec- 
tion till 179d, when it assumed the name of CoZumbianJI/weum, 
and was established ' at the head of the Mall [on the corner 
of Bromfield's lane], in the longest and perhaps the most ele- 
gant hall in the United States.' This establishment rose in 
value and in pqblick estimation, and became a fashionable re- 
sort, till Jan. 15, 1803, when it was destroyed by fire. 

The liberality of the publick and the aid of private friends 
enabled Mr. Bowen to commence another museum, at the 
corner of Milk and Oliver streets, in the sticceedingMay. In 
1806, Mr. B. in connexion with Mr. Wm. M. S. Doyle erect- 
ed a costly brick edifice, five stories high, on the lot north of 
the Chapel burial ground, and removed the collection, which 
had now become splendid, to that place, which was opened 
for company, on Thanksgiving evening, Nov. 27th. Here 
they were doomed again to suffer disappointment. On the 
morning of Jan. 16, 1807, a fire was discovered in the hall 
over the Museum, and in a very short time all its valuable 
contents were consumed.* The proprietors, however, were 
not wholly disheartened. With some encouragement from 
the publick they rebuilt the house to the height of two stories, 
and opened it on the 2d of June, 1807. Mr. B. some time af- 
ter removed from Boston, and Mr. Doyle continued the sole 
manager, until the collection was sold to the proprietors of 
the New England Museum, (Jan. 1, 1825.) 

The Boston Museum was advertised as * just opened,' by 
Ph. Woods, at the large five-story building over No. 6, north 
side of the market, Feb. 28, 1804. A considerable number 
of interesting curiosities were collected in this Museum, but it 
never became so fashionable a place of resort as the Colum- 
bian. It was removed for a short time to a building on the 
west side of Dock-square, but was returned to its original 
stand, where it was sold at auction in the summer of 1822. 
Chief of the articles were transferred to the New England 
Museum. 

A collection called the Washington Museum was for a 
short time exhibited here in 1804. 

The New York Museum, was opened in Boylston Hall, in 
1812. This latter was the commencement of the New England, 
which is now the only establishment of the kind in Boston. 



• Thi« building was 108 feet long, and 34 a. wide. The height was 82 feet from the 
baument fioor to the top of ilu observatory, which was surmounted by a figure of Miuerira. 
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It is situated on Court street, occupying the chambers over 
seveital stores, extending from Market to Brattle street. The 
collection is the most extensive ever brought togethfij- here, 
both in point of excellence and variety. Mr. E. A. Greenwood 
has had the superinteadance of it, since it assumed its present 
appellation, under which it was opened, July 4, 1818. Mr. 
Mix's New Haven Museum was added to it, in 1821. 

It is not foreign from our purpose to state, that this museum 
contains, besides its curiosities of a general character, a plan 
of Boston, engraved by Price in 1743; likenesses of the 
following persons , whose names occur in this book : yiz. Gov; 
Wintfefop, Endicot, Leverett, Bradstreet (frotn the paintings 
in the 'State-house), Hancock, S. Adams, Bowdoin, Gen. War- 
ren, Frankilin, Gen. Ward, R. T. Paine, John 4dams, J. Q. 
Adanis,-^and of the following distinguished citizens ; Rev.Drsi 
Cooper, Stillmain, Lathrop, Baldwin, Holley, and Griffin, — 
Messrs. Ballou, Buckminster, Huntington, Frothingham, Win- 
cheH, and Dean ; Dr. Jeffries, Benjamin Austin, Isaiah Thom- 
as ; William Cooper, Mr. John Tileston, Miss Hannah Adams, 
together wiith prints of many other eminent persons. 



CHAPTER LVIII. 

How all relisipos should enjoy .their Ubert^, justice its due regularity, civil cohabita^n 
moral hqnesty, in one and the same jurisdiction, is beyond the artique of my comprehenr 
sion.— iSimyZe Co6/er, A. D. 1647. 

The churches of Boston had been thrown into great confu- 
sion by the events of the war. Five of their houses of wor- 
ship had been transformed into barracks or hospitals, or in , 
some way* appropriated to the use of the British troops. AH 
their pastors who were friendly to the American cause (except 
Dr. Samuel Mather and Dr. Andrew Eliot) had deemed it 
prudent to leave the town during the siege. The clergymen 
of the three Episcopal churches fled with Gen. Howe on the 
memorable 17th of March, HT^, and Dr. Byles of HoUjs- 
sireet was dismissed, in 1777, by his people, on account of his 
supposed predilection for the royal cause. Mr. Moorhead's 
church was vacant, and Mr. Croswell's meeting-house was 



* Tke desecration of the Old South excited universal indignation. To fit it for the pur* 
poses of a circus for the dragoons, 'every moveable part 'within the walls (except the sound- 
ing board over the pulpit, and the east gallery, which was left to accommodate spectators) 
Was taken down, pillars, pews, galleries, and pulpit. About 1 an^ ab^lf or /i feet of 4arth 
was spread upon the floor, for the horses to exercise upon.' 

43 
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untenantable during the winter season. The Old North, we 
know, had been entirely destroyed, and Dr. Ebenezer Pem- 
berton, the pastor of the New Brick, had deceased, Sept. 15, 
1777. 

The first change consequent on this state of things was the 
union of the Old North and New Brick churches, under the 
name of the Second Church. This event took place June 27, 
1779 ; Rev. John Lathrop then became pastor of both socie- 
ties. 

The Old South church were accommodated in King's chapel, 
until they were ready to remove to their own house.* At length 
the remaining proprietors of the Chapel determined to re- 
store their former mode of worship, and invited Rev. 'James 
Freeman to perform divine services in their desk. Mr. F. 
accepted their invitation, and commenced Reader, Oct. 20, 
J 782. The society adopted the Unitarian liturgy, altered 
from the common prayer book of the Church of England, 
after the plan of Dr- Samuel Clarke. On Lord's-day, Nov. 
18, 1787, after evening service, Mr. Freeman was ordained 
as Rector, Priest, &c. by the wardens, vestry, proprietors^ 
and congregation of the Chapel, ' by virtue of the third arti- 
cle in the declaration of rights,' which provides that religious 
'Societies shall at all times have the exclusive right of electing 
their publick teachers. A minority protested against this meas- 
ure, because the new proprietors had 'introduced a liturgy dif- 
ferent from any now used in the Episcopal churches in the Uni- 
ted States, and articles of faith which,' say they, * in our opin- 
ion, are unscriptural and heretical.' Andther ' protest or ex- 
communication' was also issued on the same subject, by the 
rectors of Episcopal churches in Boston, Salem, Marbleheadj 
Newburyport, and Portsmouth, who pronounced the mode of 
ordination ' diametrically opposite to every principle adopted 
in any Episcopal church.'t The society, however, has pur- 
sued the course of its own choosing, and though discounte- 
nanced by the Episcopal churches, its rectors hold ministerial 
intercourse with the members of the Boston Association. 

The origin of the denomination of Universalists in America 
was in the year 1770. Mr. John Murray commenced preach- 
ing near New York ; visited Philadelphia, and sevei-al parts 
of New Jersey ; came in 1773 to Newport and thence to Bos- 
ton, whefe he arrived on the 26th of October. He delivered 
his first discourse on the 30th, in the hall over the Factory. In 
September 1 774, Mr.Murray made another visit, and preached 
sometimes at a private house, sometimes in Faneuil-hall, at the 



* From Nov. 9, 1777, to Feb. 23, J783. 

4 See Oentinel, Nov. 24, 1787, andJan. 3, I7S). 



HISTORY OF BOSTOlf. 339 

Factory, or at Masons'-hall, and at length was admitted into 
Mr. Croswell's pulpit, not, however, without strenuous oppo- 
sition from Mr. C. A society was gradu£(lly gathered under 
the preaching of Mr. Murray and Mr. Adam Streeter, ' and 
other preachers of the universal gospel of salvation to all 
mankind;' and on the 29th of Dec. 1785, Messrs. Shippie 
Townsend, James Prentiss, Jona. Stoddard, John Page, and 
Josiah Snelling, (' being a committee appointed by a Chris- 
tian congregation commonly called Universalists, now meeting 
in the said nouse') purchased the meeting-house then recently 
vacated by the death of Dr. Sam'l Mather.^ Mr. Murray was 
installed over this society, Oct. 24, 1793. The solemnities 
of the occasion were introduced by Dea. Oliver W.Lane, who 
addressed the brethren of the church and congregation. Mr. 
M. prayed. Then Dea. L. asked of each party a publick 
recognition of their acceptance of each other as pastor and 
people, which being signified, the deacon proceeded thus : ' I 
therefore, in the name and behalf of this church and congre- 
gation, supported by the constitution of this commonwealth, 
declare you, John Murray, to be the pastor and teacher of 
this first Universal church in Boston.' Dea. L. then present- 
ed a bible to Mr. M, with the pledge that, so long as he con- 
tinued to preach the gospel as therein delineated, he should 
be considered their pastor and teacher, and no longer ; 
and concluded with the charge of Paul to Timothy, usually 
introduced on such occasions. Mr. M. made an anectionate 
reply ; then followed singing accompanied by the organ. Mr. 
lUut-ray gave a sermon from 1, Cor. ix. 16. Woe is unto me 
if I preach not the gospel, and the services were concluded with 
an anthem. 

The society, known as the Presbyterian church, which had 
feeen under the pastoral caj'e of Rev. Robert Annan, from 
1783 to 1786, embraced the Congregational order, and thus 
became the Twelfth Congregational church. We have dis- 
covered no record of this fact, but it probably was made 
known in a formal manner on the day of- the installation of 
their first pastor. Rev. Jeremy Belknap, April, 4, 1787, con- 
cerning which we find the following account. ' After a large 
and respectable council of churches, assembled on the occa- 
sion, had taken the steps usually previous to such solemnity, 
they proceeded to the meeting hpuse. An anthem excellent- 
ly performed, began the service. Rev. Mr. Eckley then made 
the first prayer : Rev. Mr. McClintdck of Greenland, (N. H.) 
delivered a sermon well adapted to the occasion : Rev. Dr.. 
Lathrop made the in^tallatidn prayer : Rev. Mr. Jackson oi 
Brookline gave the charge ; Rev. Mr. Eliot prayed after it, 
and Rev. Mr. Thacher gave the right hand of fellowship, and 
another ianthem concluded the service;' 
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The first Roman Catbalk'k congregation was assembled in 
Boston, in the year 1784, from the few French and Irish then 
resident here, by the Abbe La Poitrie, a chaplain in the French 
navy. In the year 1788 they obtained possession of the old 
French church in School street, which had become vacant 
on the death of IVlr. Croswdl : mass was first performed in it 
Nov. 2,1788. M. La Poitrie was succeeded by M. Louis de 
Rousselet, and Mr. John Thayer, a native of Boston, who had 
renounced the Protestant faith and taken orders under the 
Romish see, as Catholick Missionary of Boston. Mr. T. be- 
gan his mission here, June 10th, 1790, and exhibited great 
zeal in the cause he had espoused.* The Rt. Rev. Bp. Car- 
roll (late of Baltimore) visited Boston, in May, 1791, and ad- 
ministered confirmation to a number who had received bap- 
tism here. In Iz-SS, the Rev. Dr. Francis A. Matignon arri- 
ved in Boston, and by his prudence, judgment, and concilia- 
ting disposition, considerably softened and removed the preju- 
dices which had impeded the advancement and progress of 
the Roman Catholick religion. Dr. Matignon was joined by 
the Rev. John Cheverus, (afterwards R.C. Bishop of this dity 
and at present Bishop of Montauban,) in the year 1796. 
These two gentlemsn made applications to the Protestants^ 
■v^ho generously contributed ; a lot was purchased in Fl-ank- 
lin Place, and the Roman Catholick church, a neat and well 
proportioned edifice, was dedicated to the worship of God, 
under the name of "The Church of the Holy Cross," by the 
late Bishop Carroll, on the 29th day of September, 1803.t — 
Under Dr. Matigndn and Bp. Cheverus the congregation 
increased in numbers and respectability, by accessions not 
only from the foreign population of the town, but from native 
citizens. Dr. Matignon was removed by death, and the bish- 
op has been called to his native country to the enjoyment of 
higher honours in the church. The departure of both was 
deeply lamented, not only by catholicks, but by all who knew 
them either personally or by character. 

The origin of the Methodist Society in Boston was attended 
with some circumstances of discouragement. Rev.Wm.Black, 
from Halifax, was the first minister of that denomination who 
preached here. He arrived in October, 1784, and was al- 
lowed to appear in the pulpit of the Second Baptist church. 
He was here but a short time, yet many persons became con- 



* Mass. Bis. Col. 1. iU. 264. Col. Oentiitel, Not. 24. 1790-Jan. 26, June 24, July 30. 1791. 

t The Rev. Mr. Tliayer, by a dispositiOD in his will, bequeathed money for the erection of 
an Ursuline Convf>nt, which has been since erected contiguous to the Churcb, and in which 
the female children of the R* OathoUck conunuaion are educated. 
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verted under his preaching : most of them joined the Baptist 
churches. In 1790, Rev. Jesse Lee visited Boston and the 
vicinity : he preached, as Whitfield had done before him, on 
the Common. A considerable number adopted his senti- 
ments, and met together for worship at the house of Samuel 
Burriil, in Sheafe- street, till June 1792,* when they obtained 
the use of the North School- house. At that time, Mr. Jere- 
miah Gosden was their preacher. In August, 1792, twelve 
persons ' were joined into a society, under the denomination 
of the Methodist Episcopal church.' After the old school-house 
was pulled down, this society met once at the Green Dragon : 
thence they .removed to Mr. Conner's in Ship-street, and 
thence to Mr. John Ruddock's house, opposite Clark's (since 
Ballard & Hartt's) ship-yard, in the same street ; a room in 
this last house was formally dedicated Aug. 17, 1793. Find- 
ing themselves very unpleasantly situated for the want of a 
commodious place for their meetings, the society made an ef- 
fort to obtain subscriptions towards a proper house of worship. 
On the 5lh of Sept. 1795, Messrs. Sam. Burriil, Elijah Lewis, 
Uriah Tufts, Joseph Snelling, Sam'l Mills, and Abraham Fn- 
gersoll,as a committee of the soc'iety, purchased a lot of land 
in Methodist alley (now so called), and a house was built 
thereon, measuring 46 feet by 36, and 22 ft. post. It was 
first occupied and dedicated May 15, 1796 ; Rev. Geo. Pick- 
ering being the officiating clergyman. The church at that 
time cotisisted of 50 members. 

In the year 1803, a religious society was commenced, of the 
denomination of Freewill Baptists. It was at first composed 
of persons who seceded from the other Baptist churches in 
town, and adhered to the doctrines at that time promulgated 
by Messrs. Thomas Jones and Elias Smith. They have since 
been known under the distinctive appellation of CHRiSTMJns; 
Their first meetings were held in a large wooden builditig in 
Friend-street, theft adjoining the Mill-pond. They have since 
occupied the hall in Bedford-street, and now (Oct. 1825) have 
a brick meeting-house erecting at the corner of Summer and 
Sea streets. They have had a number df preachers, who 
have continued with them a short time. " When they have 
no Elders to preach, they often exhort each other, both male 
and female. The same privilege is granted to all pious peo- 
ple, when assembled with them, of whatever denomination 
they may be. They hold to the six principles of the doctrine/ 



* Records of the Sncieiy — In Selectmen's minutes, Sept. 16, 1785, permission is granted to 
the hearers of Mr. William Black to occupy die North Grammar School until further or^et. 
The new School-house was finished, Oct. 1792. 
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of Christ, viz. ' Repentance from dead works, faith towards 
God, of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the 
dead, and of eternal judgment : urging frequently upon their 
hearers the necessity of the two first principles above in order 
for sinners to become ' born again,' or become ' new creatures,' 
tir have the ' divine nature,' or ' holiness,' without which no 
man shall see the Lord. The safety of those who * endure to 
the end,' is firmly believed by them, and that none but such 
shall have eternal life." 

In the year 1805, a church was gathered from among the 
coloured people of this town, which when formed was denom- 
inated the African Baptist church. Their number at first was 
twenty, most of whoai were fruits of the ministry of Rev. 
Thomas Paul, an ordained clergyman of their own colour, 
who commenced preaching in Franklin Hall, an apartment in 
the school-house in Nassau street. The year after this church 
was formed, they began to make exertions towards building 
them a place of worship. They chose a committee to make 
collections, among whom was Cato Gardiner, a native of Africa, 
who had long been one of Dr. Stillman's respectable members. 
At his importunity Dr. Stillman drew a subscription paper, 
which Cato circulated in different places, and obtained about 
1500 dollars. Others of the church made collections toacon- 
siderable amount, and having received encouragement to go 
forward in their design, they chose a committee of white men 
to superintend the building, which was finished and dedicated, 
Dec. 4, 1806. Mr. Paul was installed at the same time. Rev. 
Drs. Stillman and Baldwin, Mr. Grafton [of Newton,] Mr. 
Briggs [of Randolph,] Mr. Stone [of New Boston, N. H.] all 
of the Baptist dc nomination, officiated on the occasion. This 
house is built of brick forty feet by forty-eight, three stories 
high. The lower story is fitted up for a school-room for 
coloured children, and has been occupied for that purpose 
from the time it was finished. The two upper stories are well 
finished with pews, pulpit, galleries, &c. The lot is small, 
and with the house cost 8,000 dollars. 

In the year 1806, the Methodist society, on the 3d of 
March, * resolved that it was expedient to build another chap- 
el for the worship of Almighty God.' On the 15th of April, 
the corner stone of the house in Bromfield's lane was laid by 
Rev. Peter Jayne, and it was completed and dedicated on the 
1 9th of November following. Rev. Samuel Merwin preach- 
ed on the occasion. This chapel is built of brick, its dimen- 
sions are 84 by 54 ft. Near the N. E. corner, in the middle 
course of hammered stone, in the foundation, is a block taken 
from the celebrated rock on which our forefathers landed at 
Plymouth. 
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Proposals for building another Baptist meeting-house were 
issued in August, 1806. A lot of land had been previously 
procured on Charles-street, part of which was given by the 
Mount Vernon Company, and the greater part purchased by 
the subscribers to the undertaking. Five members from the 
First, and nineteen from the Second Baptist church, united 
on the 5th of Aug. 1 807, and were regularly constituted ' as a 
separate church of Christ, by the name of the Third Baptist 
church in Boston.' On the same day the house was dedica- 
ted. Rev. Dr. Baldwin preached on the occasion. On the 
6th of October, Rev. Caleb Blood accepted the office of pas- 
tor. The sentiments of this church are expressed in the 
subjoined '' declaration of their views, of divine truth.'* 

The formation of Park-Street Church was first proposed in 
the latter part of the year 1808, when a subscription was 
opened for the erection of a place of publick worship. On 
the 6th of Feb. 1809, ten of the subscribers had a meeting, 
and it was resolved to proceed in the important undertaking. 
Articles of faith and a church covenant were adopted, and a 
council called to assist in forming the church. The number 
of persons who first associated (Feb. 27) was twenty-six, of 

* Third EaptiH church AttvUcs of faith. 

We believe the Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired, and is a perfect rule of 
faith and practice ; and that, among: others, it teaches the following all important truths : 
I. The existence of one only living and true God, infinite in every natural and moral perfec- 
tion. II. That he has made himself known to his people under the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, the same in essence, and equal in every divine perfec- 
tion. III. That man was created holy; but by wilfully violating the law of his Maker, he 
fell from that state, and from all communion with God ; and as, by divine appointment, 
Adam was the representative of all his posterity, we in him became wholly defiled, and 
dead in trespasses and sins : So that by nature we are indisposed to all good, and inclined 
to all evil, and arechildren of wrath, and subjects of death, and of all other miseries, tem- 
poral, spiritual and eternal. IV. That the only way of salvation from this state of guilt 
and condemnation is through the righteousness and atonement of Jesus Christ, who, as the 
Good Shepherdj'laid down his life for his sheep ; and that those only, who receive the gift 
of repentance, and* faith in him, will be finally saved by his atonement. V. That all who 
ever have been, or will be, brought to repentance, and faith in the gospel, were chosen in 
Christ to salvation before the foundation of the world ; and that in consequence of the eter- 
nal love of God to them, through the atonement, the Holy Ghost is sent to efiect the work 
of regeneration in their hearts, without which regenerating influence, none would ever re- 
pent or believe. VI. Ttiat nothing can separate true believers from tbe love of God, but 
they will he kept by his power, through faith, unto salvation. VII. That the only proper 
subjects- of the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's Supper are professed believers -, and 
that baptism is properly adminstered only by immersion, and is, by scriptural example, a 
pre-requisite to communion at the Lord's table. VIII. That there will be a resurrection, 
both of the just and unjust ; and that Christ will come a second time to judge both the 
quick and the dead ; when those who die impenitent, and unreconciled to God, will be 
sentenced to endless misery, as the just desert of their sins -, and those who have been re- 
newed by grace, and washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb, will be completely deliv- 
ered from the dominion of sin, and admitted into the holy and heavenly Jerusalem, with 
'ong» and everlasting joy. So shall they be ever with the Lord^ 
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whom 31 were dia missed from other churches, and ;§ received 
by the council on profession of faith. The corner-stone of 
iheir meeting-house was laid on the first of May, A plate, 
bearing the following inscription, was deposited in the south- 
east corner : sc. " Jesus Christ the chief comer stone^ in whom 
all the building, fitly framed together, groweth unto an holy 
ietnple in the Lord. This church formed February Tlth, arui 
this fmmdation laid May \st, 1809." The house was dedica- 
ted to the service of God, Jan. 10, 1810. Rev. Edward Dorr 
Griffin, U. D. (then Bartlett Professor of Pulpit Eloquence at 
Andover) preached on the occasion. 

There had been hopes with the founders of this church 
that ihey should be able to obtain the sei-viees of Dr. Henry 
Kollock of Savannah, but they were disappointed. The 
church continued without a settled pastor until July 31, 1811, 
when Dr. GriSin, (who had constantly supplied their pulpit,) 
was installed over them. 

This church professes a ' decided attachment to that sys- 
tem of the Christian religion which is djstinguishingiy denom- 
inated Evangelical, more particularly to those doctrines 
which in a proper sense are styled the doctrines of 
grace,' and adopts the Congregational form of government, as 
contained in the Cambridge Platform framed by the synod of 
sixteen hundred and forty-eight. 

The erection of a meeting-house for the Second Society »f 
Unitmrsalisis was proposed ' at a meeting of a number of mem- 
bers of the First Universal Society,' holden on Thursday, 
November 14, 1816. Preparatory measures were adopted, 
and they were incorporated Dec. 13, 1816, ' by the name of 
the Second Society of Universalisls in the town of Boston.'* 
On Monday morning, May 10, 1817, the corner-stone of the 



' A church was formed in this society, Dec. 3, 1 817. Their Uniting Contact is as follows : 

Uniting Compact of the Secimd Universaliat church in Botton. 

1st. Being persuaded of the truth of the gospel of the grace of God, and feeling truly 
grateful for such a revelation of divine favour, we, whose names are undersigned, with a 
view to promote the cause of the Redeemer, to edify and comfort each other, and in obedi- 
ence to the command of Christ, who directs us to ' let our light shine before men,* $lo hereto 
unite in the solemn and important relation of a Christian church. 2d. We mutually agree 
to celebrate the unspeakably glorious event of the death an4 resnrr^ctipn of Jesus^in tl^ 
sacrament of the Lord^s supper, as often as a migorlty of the chh. may think .proper. Sd. 
Claiming no right to fi]t a creed, which might in any way impede our progress in the grace 
find knowledge o£ our L.J.C. or operate as a mean to prevent any sincere lover of truth 
from uniting with us in the Christian communion and fellowship, we accept no other rule 
of faith, practice, or discipline than the 8. Scriptures. 4th. Disclniming any right to exam- 
ine or judge another^s faith, and adhering to the Apostle^s dii-Qctions to Met a man ex- 
amine himself, and so let hinieat of that bread and drink of. that cup,' we consider the jable 
«f the Lord free for the communion of all, whose moral conduct would not bring js reproach. 
5th. We furthermore mutually agree to pay all expenses which may be (leemed uepessai? 
ttcconllng to any distribution which a majority may see fit to make. 
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new meeting-house, in School-street, was laid and a silver 
plate deposited, being the gift of Dr. David Towns- 
end,, bearing the following inscription : " The Second Um» 
iersal cJmrck, devoted to the worship of the True GoA, 
Jesus Christ being the chief corner-stone. May 'i 9th, 1817." 
This hbuse is a plain building of brick, without a steeple, 76 
ft. long and 'il broad. The dedication took place on Thurs- 
day, Oct. 16jh : Rev. Th|0mas Jones, of Gloucester, preach- 
ed on the occasion. October 21si, Rev. Hosea Ballou was 
unanimously invited to the ministry over this society, and hi8 
instalktion took place on Christmas-day, Dec. 25th 1817. 
Rev. Paul Dean preached from John xx. 24, and gave the 
fellowship of the churches ; Rev. Edw. Turner, of Charles^ 
town, made the installation prayer and gave the charge ; and 
Rev. Mr. Flagg, of Salem, made the concluding prayer. 

The services of the Protestant Episcopal church were cel- 
ebrated, for the first time, in that part of the town called South 
Boston, on Sunday, March 31, 1816. For more than two 
years- the. congregation met in a school-house, and services 
were conducted by different clergymen atid lay^readers. St. 
Malihew^s church was consecrated on the 24th of June, 1818j 
by the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern dio- 
cese. It is situated on Broad-way, and is a neat and commo- 
dious brick building. The expences of its erection were 
chiefly defrayed by benevolent members of Trinity and Ghriat 
churches, with a view to the future wants of that section of 
the city, A service of plate for the use of the altar was pre- 
sertted by the ladies of ChHst church, and the pulpit, desk, 
and chancel were furnished with appropriate dressings by the 
ladies of Trinity church. The late Mrs. Elizabeth Bowdoin 
Wirvthi-op was a most liberal benefactor. Religious services 
were maintained in this church, by occasioiwl supplies, but it 
was not till Jawe, 1824, that the parfeh enjoyed the stated la- 
bours of a minister in full orders, when the Rev. Joha L. 
Blake became Rector. The wardens are Messrs. Abpaham 
Gould and Robert P. Williams. 

In August, 1818, there was a church fopoied that adopts the 
sentiments of Baron Emanuel Swedenborg. They first as^ 
sociated on Saturday, the 15th of August, and on the next day 
held a publick meeting at Boylston Hall. The number of 
their first associates was eleven, six of whom were gentlemen, 
and five ladies. Their first preacher was Mr. Samuel Worces- 
ter : he is not ordained, but administers the sacrament of 
baptism. The society was incorporated, Feb. 11, 1823, by 
the name of ' the Boston Society of the New Jarusahrn,'' They 
have held meetings at different periods at Boylston HaH, 
Bedford st. hall, and the Pantheon. Their pre^wot place of 
worship is in Pantheon Hall. 
44 
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Essex-Street Church was organized on the 27tfa of Janu- 
ary, 1819. It was gathered under the preaching of the Rev. 
James Sabine, who came to Boston in July, 1818, from St. 
John's, Newfoundland, where he had been settled about two 
years over a society, which became reduced in numbers, and 
in the means of giving him support, after the desolating fires 
that occurred at that place in November, 1&17. Upon 
his arrival in Boston, Mr. Sabine commenced preaching in 
Boylston hall, and when the church was organized, he was 
publickly recognized as its pastor. Seventeen members, of 
whom 10 were brethren, constituted the church. The con- 
gregation increasing, arrangements were made for building a 
meeting-house in Essex st. The corner-stone was laid, June 
26, 1819, and the new house was dedicated, on the 15th of 
December.* 

The members of the Romish communion at South Boston 
are accommodated in a neat Gothick church, which bears the 
name of St. Augustine's Chapel. A tablet wrought into the 
front of the building- bears the following inscription : " Erects 
ed by the Catholic Congregation of Boston, with the approbation 
and assistance of Right Reverend Bishop Cheverus, A.D. 1819." 

St. Paul's Church was proposed to be erected by a 
subscription which was commenced in March, 1819. The 
corner-stone was laid, Sept. 4th, with appropriate solemnities^ 
The church was consecrated, June 30, 1820, by the Rt. Rev. 
Bp. Aiei. Viets Griswold, bishop of the Eastern diocese, as- 
sisted by the Rt. Rev. Bp. Thos. C. Brownell, of Connecti- 
cut, with many of the clergy. Dr. Samuel Farmar Jarvis 
was instituted rector, Friday, July 7, 1820. 

This edifice is situated on Common st. between Winter 
and West streets, and fronts towards the Common. It is 
built of fine gray granite, and is an imitation, so far as res- 
pects the architecture, of a Grecian model of the lonick order. 
The body of the church is about 112 ft. long by 72 ft. wide, 
and 40 ft. high from the platform to the top of the cornice. 
The portico projects about 14 feet, and has six lonick col- 
umns, 3 ft. b in. diameter, and 32 ft. high, of Potomac sand- 
stone, laid in courses. The base of the building rises four 



* In the course of two years, some difficulties arose, which resulted in a TOte, March 6, 
1822, ^ that tliis chh. tfaink it necessary to withdraw from the house of worship in Essex sU 
and that after this date they do meet for worship and communion in Boylston hall.' Accord- 
ingly on the following sabbath they assembled there. 

This body retained the name of Essex st. church, until Not. 26, 1823, when they were 
acknowledged and received by the Londonderry Presbytery, aud organized into their body. 
Thus they became the second Presbyterian church in Boston, (Mr. Moorbead's having been tbe 
first,) but they are * known by the name of the Tirst Prtibyttrian ohvrA in tht City tif 
Boitm,' 



HISTORY OF BOSTON. 347 

feet, and there is a flight of steps to the portico, extending the 
whole width of the front. The interior is lighted by ten 
long windows, and has a chancel and organ gallery. The 
ceiling iii a cylindrical vault, with pannels which span thte 
whole width of the church. Beneath the principal floor, 
there are commodious and well constructed tombs, secured in 
a manner to obviate any objection which fear, or experience, 
or observation may have suggested.* - 

Under the patronage and influence of benevolent individu- 
als associated as a society for the moral and religious instruc- 
tion of the poor, a Meeting for seamen was opened at the 
hall on Central wharf, on Lord's day, Aug. 9,1818: and 
through the exertions of the same body, another meeting was 
established at Parkman's market, Jan. 31, 1819. At these 
places, publick worship was regularly maintained, half a day 
at each ; and besides the particular classes, for which the 
meetings were instituted, it was found that a considerable 
number of persons assembled, whose circumstances rendered 
their attendance at the more frequented houses of worship 
inconvenient. Further exertions- were therefore made for 
their accommodation, and a house has been erected on the 
west side of Butolph-street, known by the name of the Mis- 
sion House. It was dedicated, July 5, 1821, and a church, 
consisting of 17 members, was constituted, Dec. 30, 1823. 
The Rev. Dr. William Jenks officiates as their minister. 

This was the forty-ninth house, built for the worship of God 
in Boston. Since the organization of the city government, 
several other religious societies have been formed, of which 
we shall speak in a subsequent chapter. 



* The interior of St, PavX's is remarkable for its simplicity and beauty, and the materials 
of which the building has been constructed give it an intriosick value and an effect, which 
have not been produced by any imitations of the classick models, that have been attempted of 
bricks and plaster in other cities. The erection of this church may be considered the com- 
mencement of an era in the art, in Boston ; and although fVom its situation it is somewhat 
obscured, the beauties it displays have already had a sensible influence on taste in archi- 
tecture : and those who are aware of the importance of this art, in giving form to our city, 
will consider themselves under the highest obligations to the disinterested and high-minded 
individuals of the committee, by whom this church has been designed and erected, and will 
pot withhold the meed ^f praise from the architect and artists, who suprientended the 
(instruction of it. 
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CHAPTER LIX. 

'^ Wi]ttte^«r th£ humaaaing Miuef leacli ; 
The godlike wisdom of the temper^ breast f 
l^rogressire truth ; tlie patient force of thought i 
Investigation calm, whose silent powers 
Command the world ; — these an are theirs.^ 

The earliest trace of our system of free schools is to be 
found on the Boston records, under date of April 13, 1635, 
where it is stated to have been ' agreed upon that our brother 
Philemon Purmont shall be intreated to become schoolmaster, 
for the teaching and nurturing of children with us.' Whether 
Mr. P. consented to serve the town, does not appear :* but 
Another person, Mr. Daniel Maude, was ' also chosen' to the 
office of free-school master' in August, 1636. 

The f5rst provision for the support of schools seems to have 
been made by voluntary contribution. There is a subscrip- 
tion recorded, on the last leaf of the oldest volume of town 
records, which, thoug-h the first line is illegible, is plainly dis- 
cerned to be ' towards the maintenance of — fret Schoolmaster.'' 
It is headed by ' the Gov. Mr. Henry Vane. Esq.' who puts 
down £10, as do also the Dep. Gov. Mr. John Winthrop,and 
Mr. Richard Bellingham. Forty-two other persons subscribe 
according to their ability, some 30». and some as low as 4s. 
making in all about the sum of forty pounds. In 1641, the 
income from Deer Island was appropriated for the school's 
use ; and in other years the rents of that and other islands 
were devoted to the same purpose. Under date of 1 645, Gov. 
Winthrop notes in tis Journal, that ' divers free schools were 
erected,' and observes that, at Boston, they made an order to 
allow forever £50 per ann. for the master, and a house, — 
and £30 to an usher, who should also teach to read, write, 
and cipher—and the charge was to be defrayed ' by yearly 
contribution, either by voluntary allowance or by rate of such 
as refused.' 

Mr. Maude was a minister, and soon removed to Dover, N. 
H. His successors in the school were probably a Mr.Wood- 
liridge (mentioned Dec. 2, 1644,) and Mr. Robert Woodman- 
sey, whose name appears on the records, April 11, 1650. On 
the l^th of March, 1666, Mr. Daniel Henchman wasemploy- 



• Firtt Chmrch Tic. Jan. 6, 1639, Fhilemon Furmont was dismissed to join Ur. Wheel- 
wright and others at Piscataqua. 
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ed ' to assist Mr. Woodrnansey in the grammar school and 
teach children to write.' >Ir. Woodmansej' was succeeded 
hy Mr. Benjamin Thomson, ' a man of great learning and wit, 
well acquainted with the Roman and Greek writers, and a 
good poet.' He was chosen Aug. 26, 1667, to officiate for 
one year, and appears to have continued in the service of the 
town, together with Mr. Henchman, until Jan. 3, 1671, when 
he resigned, and Mr. Ezekiel Cheever took the principal 
charge of the school. Mr. C. had been a distinguished in- 
structer, in various parts of New England, and his reputation 
was not diminished by his career in this place : under him 
the Grammar-school of Boston attained the rank of the prin- 
cipal school of the British colonies, if not in ail America.' 

Several persons had been licensed to keep private schools 
' to teach children to write and keep accounts ;' but there is 
no reason to suppose that there had been more than one pubt- 
lick school, prior to 1684. In April, 1683, the town voted to 
provide two schools, and to allow £25 per ann. for the sup- 
port of each, with the understanding ' that such persons as 
send their children to the school, that are able, should pay 
something to the master for his better encouragement.' And, 
Nov. 22, 1684, ' Dea. Henry Allen and Capt. Frarye m^de 
a return, that, * according to a former order they had agreed 
with John Cole to keep a free school, to teach the children of 
the town to read and write, for one year from the first of this 
instant November, for which the town is to pay him £lO in 
money, and £20 in country pay as money, or at money 
price.' This was the first of the free writing schools, and Mr. 
Cole seems to have been as much respected and beloved in 
his department, as Mr. Cheever was in his. 

The original Latin school-house was located on the North 
side of School-street, at the south east corner of the Chapel 
burying-ground, nearly opposite to the present school-honse. 
One of the writing schools was kept in Court-street, and the 
other, we suppose, at the north part of the town.* 

A Grammar school was opened at the North end, in 1713, 
agreeably to a vote of March 11, 1712. It was located on 
Bennet-street, on the lot now occupied by the Eliot school, 



* In the Hutchinson MSS- we find the following order of Gov. Andros, dated Boston, 
the 24th of May,'ie87. " By his Exjs cammand. Upon ihe petition ofjaahwi Ifatetock, and 
ncommendiMon of many oft'be'inh.ofthe Sf.partef thttovm ofB. I do hardby -appoint the 
said -Joshua to be master of the pubUck school thene, avud to haoe and Bt^ay :such prpftts and 
beneJUs and advantages as have been heretpfore paid and aiivwed to Ais pr^aaessori.^' It was 
a liiTourite object with fiandojph to hare alS the schools supplied with masters of the per- 
suasion of the Ohurch of England. When Amiros's pow«r ceased, the town lost no time in 
Toting, (Records, June 24,-1689^ that the custom .and practice^ of managing free schools be- 
re5tor«d and continued. 
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which the town purchased of Mrs. Susanna Love. The house 
was built by Capt. Thos. Hutchinson (father of Gov. Hutch- 
inson,) at his own charge. Recompense Wadsworth was the 
first master. 

A free writing-school was built, in 1718, on the same lot, on 
Love-lane,by Thos. and Edw. Hutchinson, as executors of the 
will of Foster Hutchinson, and went into operation the next 
year. Mr. Jeremiah Condy was appointed master. 

In 1717, a south writing-school was established, and loca- 
ted ' on the Common over against Mr. Wain wright's,' that is» 
near the corner of West and Common streets. The first mas- 
ter's name appears to have been Amos Angier. 

These two Grammar and three Writing Schools were the 
only publick schools in Boston, before the Revolution. They 
were under the inspection of the selectmen and ' a certain 
number of gentlemen of liberal education, together with some 
of the reverend ministers,' whose custom it was to make an 
annual report to the town of the state of the schools. In 1 742, 
when the population of the town was 16,382, there were re- 
ported (as present June 23, 1741,) 

At the South Writiiig-school .... 73 At the South Latin-school 94 

Queen-st. 73 North 65 

North 230 Total 93S 

At the visitation, July 1, 1772, there were present 823 
scholars. During the siege, the town schools were suspend- 
ed : a few children attended the instructions of Mr. Elias 
Dupee, who remained in Boston, and gratuitously devoted 
himself to his employment of a teacher, in which he took pe- 
culiar delight. Noveniber 8, 1 776, there was a vote of the 
town, that the schools should be opened under the direction 
of the selectmen ; and we soon find them all in successful op- 
eration. In March, 1785, a writing school, to be located far- 
ther south than that in the Common, was established, and Mr. 
Samuel CheneJ^ was formally inducted into the ofSce of mas- 
ter, on the 26th of April following. He was charged to hear 
the children read the scriptures occasionally, and teach them 
ihecatechism once a week, besides instructing them in wri- 
ting and arithniftick. The number of children reported pre- 
sent. May 23, 1785, was only 564 : both the Latin schools 
having together but 64 pupils ; Queen st. and the North W. 
each, 150 ; Common, 119 ; Cheney's, 81. At this time the 
rule was adopted, that no children be admitted to the writing 
schools, under seven years of age. 

The concerns of the schools were conducted in the usual 
train until the year 1789. On the 23d of Sept. that year, a 
committee was appointed, of one from each ward, to draft a 
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new system of education. Their report, which was made and 
accepted, Oct. 16th, recommended the plan, which has since 
been pursued and improved. They proposed to continue but 
one (the south) Latin Grammar school, and to establish three 
reading schools, in apartments separate from the three writing 
schools. Candidates for admission were required to be 7 
years of age, ' having previously received the instruction 
usual at women's schools.' Children of both sexes were to 
be admitted, boys for the year round, and girls from April to 
October, ' to be taught to spell, accent, and read prose and 
verse, and also to be instructed in English grammar and com- 
position.' A committee of twelve, was proposed to be chosen 
annually ; who, in conjunction with the selectmen, should 
exercise all the powers which the laws of the state or votes 
of the town had delegated to selectmen or school commit- 
tees. The execution of the system was immediately com- 
menced, by the appointment of the First School Committee, 
Oct. 20, 1789. 

The elements of geography and astronomy were soon add- 
ed to the studies of the English grammar schools ; and the in- 
crease of population and the rising reputation of these semi- 
naries in a little-time demanded more ample accommodations 
for the numerous pupils who resorted to them. In 1790, a 
wooden building of two stories was erected on the north side 
of School street (now Court square) calculated for the accom- 
modation of 200 scholars in each story. In 1792, the old 
school houses at the !North were taken down and a two 
story brick building erected on the same spot. These two 
buildings were occupied by the Centre and North reading 
and writing schools. The South reading school was accom- 
modated in Nassau (now Common) street, and the South writ- 
ing at the corner of West and Common streets. 

In 1800, there were seven publick schools in operation, in 
which seven masters were employed on salaries of $666 66 cts. 
and an allowance of $200, together with seven ushers at $333 
33 cts. with an allowance of $100. The town tax in that year 
was $61489,25 and the charge for schools $11100,85. In 
the spring of 1804 another reading and writing school, were 
opened in the new brick school house at the corner of Hawkins 
and Chardon street. In 1806, the number of scholars belong- 
ing to all the schools was 1760 : boys 1030, girls 730. 

In process of time it had been found that the rule requir- 
ing applicants for admission to be able " to read the English 
language by spelling the same," had operated to the exclu- 
sion of a large class of children, whose parents were unable 
or unwilling either to instruct them, or to give them a private 
education. Sunday schools were revived in the town, in the 
year 1816, in which it was the object of the managers, besides 
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conveying religious instruction, to fit tiieir charge for the 
English grammar schools: but the number, which needed to 
be thus fitted, proved to be so great, that many citizens be- 
came desirous that- something should by done be the town to- 
wards the same object. A petition was presented, that free 
schools might be established for children between the age of 
four and seven years. A committee was appointed to ascer- 
tain the number of children, throughout the town, who did 
not attend any school, and the number that attended private 
schools, and this examination resulted in the establishment of 
the Board of Primary Schools, by a vote passed June, 11, 
1818. This board was at first composed of three gentlemen, 
from each ward, chosen by the school committee, with pow- 
ers to establish a suitable number of schools, appoint teach- 
ers, and have the general superintendence : the increase 
of the schools has rendered it necessary to increase the num- 
ber of the committee, which now consists of one member for 
each school, together with a standing committee of seven and 
a treasurer. The board is subdivided into district commit- 
tees. It is the duty of each tnember frequently to visit his 
particular school and to report its state to the district commit- 
tee, to which be is attached, and they report the state of all 
the schools in their district to the standing committee, whose 
duty it is to visit all the schools, semiannually, and make a 
general report, which is sent, after its acceptance by the 
Primary Board, to the school committee. The effect of this 
system, which has been executed with untiring assiduity a«d 
unvarying regularity, never perhaps excelled, has been to 
raise the tone of general instruction and moral improvement 
in the great mass of our population. The children are here 
committed to the care of female instructers, who are selected 
from the worthiest in point of moral and literary qualifica- 
tions ; and the poorest receive the same attention as is be- 
stowed upon the more wealthy, of whom many are sent to the 
primary, in preference to the private schools : and the whole 
may be ' fairly said to be more carefully taught, and more 
effectually watched and guarded in their characters and con- 
duct, than the same number of children of the same age ever 
were before.' 

The complete success, which immediately attended the i«i- 
stitution of primary schools, produced a very strong feeling in 
favour of publick education, and created a seasonable oppor- 
tunity for gratifying the wishes of those who had been long 
calling for a school, in which such as have not a desire, or 
lack the means to pursue a collegiate educatioD, might receive 
instruction in some branches of great practical importance, 
usually taught only at colleges. The plan for the establish- 
ment of the English Classical school (now called the English 
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High school) was brought forward in the School Committee, 
June 17, 1820; the town adopted it in the course of ih4t 
year, and the school went into operation, in May, 1821. The 
principal instructer was Mr. Geo. B. Emerson. The higher 
branches of niathemalicks,nalural and moral philosophy, nat- 
ural and civil history, natural theology and evidences of 
christia:nity, composition, declamation, and instruction in the 
French language, constitute the course pursued at this school. 
No boy may be admitted under 12 years of age, and none 
remain more than three years. By the present regulations 
of the school committee, there is to be at least one instructer 
to every forty pupils.* 

In the autumn of 1821, the basement room in the Fort-hill 
school was fitted iip for an experiment on the plan of mutudl 
instruction, and about 150 children, (who with few exceptions 
were too old for the primary schools, and unqualified to enter 
the E. grammar schools) were admitted. Full liberty was al- 
lowed the instructer to adopt such parts of the system as were 
suitable to our state of society, and to make such improvd* 
ments as circumstances might suggest. The number of boys 
that attended Was seldom less than 90, nor that of the girls 
fes^ than 70. ' 

This school was kept in operation about two years, and ful- 
ly justified all reasonable expettation. One hundred and sixty 
children were taught the same branches by one master, as 
are taught in the grammar and writing schools by two. The 
inspection and direction of this school was at first confided to 
a sub-committee of the Primary Board, by whom the experi- 
ment was originally proposed. In 1823, it was assumed by 
the School Committee, in whose hands it di6d, on the resigna- 
tion of the enlightened gentleman, who consented to assist in 
organizing the school, and to take charge of it for the fjrS;t 
year or two. 

The people of the north part of the town were disappointed 
that a school. had not been buUt for their accommodation in 
1818 ; at the close of the year 1821, they renewed their pe- 
tition, and one of the last acts of the town of Boston, as such, 
was a provision for the erection of the English grammar and 
writing school, now called Hancock school,in HanoVer-street, 
which went into operation, June, 1823.t 



* The English Classical school was commenced in Derne-street school-house : in 1824 
it was removed to the new building at the corner of Fincliney and Centre ^tr£ets. 

t The Adams school was opened in 1317 : Boylston school, April 20th, 1819 : Bowdoin 
school, in 1821 -. South Boston, in 1822. There had been a publick school at S. Boston some 
time previous. 

45 
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Under the city charter the care and superintendence of the 
publicic schools devolves on the School Committee, which 
body is composed of one member chosen in each ward, to- 
gether with the Mayor and Aldermen. A course of study for 
the various schools is marked out, and rules established for 
the government of the scholars,and instructers,and committee. 
The system, if closely pursued, must insure a rigid attention 
to all the interests of the schools. In addition to regular vis- 
its to each school by the sub-committee who have it in charge, 
all the schools are visited semi-annually by the general 
committee, accompanied by the authorities of the city, the 
parents and friends of the pupils, and other persons interest- 
ed or invited. The summer visitation has been aptly called 
the City Commencement. The ambition of the children is 
excited to display their several acquirements to the best ad- 
vantage, and the exhibitions at the Latin and High schools 
may be truly said to fall little short of similar exercises at 
College. Three of the best boys in each of the schools an- 
nually receive, on these occasions, a silver medal, " the gift 
of Franklin," as " a reward of merit." The girls also receive 
rewards at the expense of the city. The emulation' excited 
in the contest for these marks of distinction is confined to a 
laudable ambition, and,' by its happy effects on the discipline 
of the schools and on the character of the scholars, evinces 
the wisdom of the great man, who bequeathed these memo- 
rials of his love to his native town.* 



* The amount of compensation to all the instructers, from June 1, 1824, to June 1, 1825, 
vas 50,953 ifeJs. 35 et>. Other expenditures for schools 3,665 d. 47 c. Total amount 54,618 
dob. 83 c. The estimates for the same purposes and the erection of a new school-house, 
for the current year, amount to 73,000 dollars. 

The number of pupils in all the schools in Aug. 1823, was 5663. In this summer of 1825 
it has been ascertained to tie 
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CHAPTER LX. 

" Only add 
Deeds to thy Knowledge answerable, add faith, 
Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love, 
By name to come call'd Charity." 

The formation of a society in Boston for promoting useful 
knowledge had been in contemplation for many years, but 
the design was never vigorously pursued till the end of the 
year 1779, when many gentlemen in various parts of the com- 
monwealth determined to use their endeavours to have one 
formed upon a liberal and extensive plan, and at the same 
time to have it established upon a firm basis by the sanction 
of the legislature. And, to the honour of our political fathers 
be it spoken, although the country was engaged in a distress- 
ing war, they immediately adverted to the usefulness of the 
design, and incorporated the society by the name of The Amer- 
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences. The charter was granted 
May 4, 1780. The design of this institution was declared to 
be ' the promotion and encouragement of the knowledge of 
the antiquities of America, and of the natural history of the 
country, and to determine the uses to which the various pro- 
ductions of the country may be applied ; to promote and en- 
courage medical discoveries, mathematical disquisitions^ philo- 
sophical inquiries and experiments ; astronomical, meteoro- 
logical, and geographical observations ; improvements in ag- 
riculture, arts, manufactures, and commerce ; and, in fine, to 
cultivate every art and science, which may tend to advance 
the interest, honour, dignity, and happiness of a free, indepen- 
dent, and virtuous people.' The Academy has published 
memoirs of its transactions, in four 4to volumes, of which the 
last appeared in 1831. Its sessions are held in Boston, and 
its valuable library is deposited in the Athenaeum. 

Since the institution of the American Academy, numerous 
societies have been formed, which have confined their atten- 
tion to some of the particular objects embraced in the Acad- 
emy's plan, such as, the American Antiquarian, the Massa- 
chusetts Medical, the Historical, and the Agricultural Societies. 

The Massachusetts Historical Society was incorporated, Feb. 
19,1794. The design of this institution is to collect, pre- 
serve, and communicate materials for a complete history of 
this country, and of all valuable efforts of the ingenuity and 
industry of its inhabitants. In pursuance of this design, they 
have already amassed a large collection of books, pamphlets. 
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and manuscripts. The library and museum of the society 
are, deposited in a spacious apartment over the arch in Frank- 
lin-street. They have published their Collections in twent^'- 
one 8vo. volumes, which include Hubbard's History of New 
England, and Johnson's Wonder-Working Providence. The 
foundation of this society was originally suggested by the late 
Rev. Jeremy Belknap and Mr. Thomas Wallcut : it was at 
first supported by the labours of a few, and not sufficiently 
favoured by the publick : it has since enrolled among its 
members many of our first scholars, and now claims a very 
considerable reputation among the literary institutions of 
America. 

The Boston Library Society was incorporated, June 17, 
1794. The object of the associates was to make a collection 
of books in the sciences and general literature, for popular 
use ; more particularly of those works, which, from their cost- 
liness or peculiar value, are not generally found in private 
collections, and cannot conveniently be obtained by individu- 
als of moderate fortune. The plan has been diligently and 
successfully pursued, and with the aid of occasional dona- 
tions, the Library is now as complete in works of general util- 
ity, as any similar institution in this part of the country. The 
books amount to about 6500 volumes, and their number is 
continually increasing. To gratify the incrieasing taste for 
foreign literature, a collection of the best French authors has 
been added : many recent and valuable English works have 
been imported the present season. For some years after the 
Lilprary was founded, the shares were not transferable, and 
subscribers had only the use of the library for their lives ; 
consequently, by the d^ath of original proprietors, many 
shares have fallen into the common stock, which has given to 
the shares of present proprietors a value far beyond their 
cost. It is computed, that a share at the present price gives 
a property in the common stock greatly exceeding the cost of 
a shar6, exclusive of the value of the Hall, which is the prop- 
erty of the corporation. The price of a share is ^25, subject 
usually to an annual tax of $2, for the increase of the Library 
and the charges of maintaining it. This assessment is deter- 
mined by the major vote of the proprietors. Shares are now 
transferable, and do not cease at the death of the proprietor. 
The Library is open at the Hall over the arch in Franklin- 
street, on the afternoon of Thursdays, and the forenoon and 
afternoon of Saturdays, for the delivery of books. 

The Columbian Library, kept in Boylston-Hall, is estab- 
lished on principles somewhat similar, and contains 4500 
Volumes.* 

• There are also in Boston about six Circutating Zyihrariet^ containing extensive assort- 
nents «f modern literature, open to publick use at very moderate charges. 
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The Athenjeum. For several years, individuals in this me- 
tropolis had expressed their wishes that there might be es- 
tablished here a publick reading room, to be kept constantly 
open, and to contain all the valuable journals, foreign and 
domestick periodical publications, books of general reference, 
and other works adapted to such a place of resort. It was 
thought that an establishment of this kind would receive lib- 
eral support. Having these impressions, a society of -gentle- 
men, who conducted a literary publication, (the Monthly 
Anthology,*) in the year 1806, issued proposals, in which 
they engaged to provide a room of the forementioned descriji- 
tion, open at ten dollars annually to each subscriber, 1 "lie 
subscription list was soon filled with a large number of re- 
spectable names. In consequence of this success, it was de- 
termined to extend the plan by adding a Hbrary to the foun- 
dation. 

By the time the journals and periodical publications were 
received, more than a thousand volumes of valuable works, 
principally donations^ were collected. At this stage of the 
undertaking, the gentlemen who had commenced and so far 
GOindueted it, in order more effectually to secure and diffuse 
the betiefit of their past labour and expanse, and realize their 
wishes of a respectable establishment, transferred their right 
and title in the Anthology Reading Room and Library to 
Trustees, with power to Supply vacancies in their number, and 
to hold and manage said Reading Room and Library as a 
trust under their then present name. At the winter session 
of the Legislature in 1807, the proprietors were incorporated 
under the name of the Boston Athenasum. 

The rooms of this institution were first opened in Congress 
street,, from .whence they removed to Scollay's build- 
ings, and, in 1810, to the building on Common street, north 
of the Chapel burial ground. Here they remained until 
' ]82"2,when they removed to the spacious edifice in Pearl streets 
The better half of this elegant and commodious building was 
presented to the institution by the late James Perkins Esq : 
the other half they purchased at the price of $15,300. The 
requisite alterations have been made in its interior, and the 
rooms have been so disposed, and the library so arranged, as. 
to furnish every desirable facility and accommodation to 
those who visit the establishment. 

On entering the Athenaeum the visiter finds himself sur-> 
rounded with the busts and statues of heroes and learned 
men of antiquity, who seem to bid him, in the salveto 
on the tablet before him. Welcome ! At his left, on the first 
flooi^, is the Reading room, in which are found the newspapers 



monthly Anthology, for May, 1807. 
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and journals of the present day, with complete files .of peri- 
odical publications for many years back. On the right is 
the Room of the American Academy, in which is deposited 
their library of 2000 volumes, principally works of science 
and philosophical transactions of foreign societies. The li- 
brarian's room and a conversation room, complete the apart- 
ments on the lower story. 

On the second floor are found in the- 1st Room, Works 
relative to American History; in the 2d, Political and Mili- 
tary Works ; in the 3d, Metaphysicks and Theology, which 
includes' the Theological Library,' belonging to another asso^ 
elation and containing 2000 volumes ; in the 4th, Belles Let- 
tres, and Miscellaneous Works ; in the 5th, Encyclopaedias ; 
in the 6th, History, Geography, Travels, Biography. As- 
cending into the third story, we find in room No. 7 a collec- 
tion of tracts amounting to near 10,000, collected principally 
by the indefatigable perseverance of Mr. Wm. S. Shaw. 
Room No. 8 contains the publications of Learned Societies ; 
No. 9, works on Agriculture, Natural History and Botany ; 
No. 10, Works in the Arts and Sciences, Architecture, Chem- 
istry,&c. No. 11, the Greek and Roman Classics, and trans- 
lations. No. 12, EngTavings,&c. Whole No. of vols. 17,500. 

The price of a share in this institution is $300, which enti- 
tles a proprietor to three tickets of admission. A life sub- 
scriber pays iJlOO. Annual subscribers are admitted at $10 
per annum. A proprietor or life subscriber may introduce 
company to view the Athenaeum. 

Omitting some minor literary associations, we proceed to no- 
tice a few of our charitable institutions. Besides the publick 
provision for the destitute of all descriptions, which is so am- 
ple that no one need to suffer any privation, -who is able to 
make known his case to an overseer of the poor, there are 
numerous societies established in Boston, whose object is the 
alleviation of human misery. 

The Massachusetts Humane Society was established by law 
Feb. 23, 1791. The design of their institution is ' the re- 
covery of persons who meet with such accidents as produce in 
them the appearance of death, and for promoting the cause of 
humanity, by pursuing such means, from time to time, as shall 
have for their object the preservation of human life, and the 
alleviation of its miseries.' 

The Mass. Charitable Fire Society, incorporated, June 25, 
1794, was instituted to provide means to relieve such of the 
inhabitants of the commonwealth as may unfortunately suffer 
by fire, and to reward the industry and ingenuity of those 
who may invent useful machines for extinguishing fires, or 
make extraordinary personal exertion in the time of such ca- 
lamity, or make such discoveries for preventing its devastation 
as shall be thought worthy of their patronage. 
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, The Massachusetts Charitahle Mechanick Association was in- 
stituted March 15, 1795, by a number of publick spirited in- 
dividuals, of the most industrious and respectable of the me- 
chanick interest ; of various occupations, residing in different 
parts of the town ; who styled themselves the ' Boston Asso- 
ciation of Mechanicks.' In a few months the society increas- 
ed much in numbers, resources, and usefulness. With the 
increase of its numbers, and means, its views became enlarg- 
ed, its utility more apparent, and a laudable emulation perva- 
ded a considerable part of the community to raise the me- 
chanick interest and character to its just grade in society. 
The associates, in order to extend the benefits of the institu- 
tion, altered the original appellation, and voted to assume the 
title of The Association of Mechani&ks of the commonwealth 
of Massachusetts,' which gave opportunity for qualified citi- 
zens throughout the commonwealth to offer themselves as 
candidates for membership ; and some few embraced this 
privilege and became members, besides those residing in Bos- 
ton. But the society laboured under many disadvantages 
previous to its incorporation, March 8, 1806, eleven years 
from its institution ; — when its fair claims became acknowl- 
edged, the characters and conduct of its founders, officers, 
and members, were deemed sufficient pledges of the purity 
of their intentions ; and one of its primary principles being 
ingrafted in its title, it was, by an act of the legislature, incor- 
porated by its present name.* 



* Among other objects of publick utility, connected with this institution, are the Appren- 
tices* Library, and the encouragement of ingenuity and excellence of worknaanship among 
the mechanicks and manufacturers of this commonwealth, by an annual exhibition of pre- 
mium articles; for the best of which, suitable premiums are awarded, by Judges selected 
for that purpose -, in awarding which, all other things being equal, preference is first given 
to an apprentice, then to a journeyman, before the master-workman. The first publick exhi- 
bition of premium articles was on July 4, 1818. 

Tht Apprentices^ Library^ established in this city in 1820, and which .is under the super- 
vision of this Association, is an institution, which, if judiciously managed, is calculated to 
hare a beneficial efibct on the minds and morals of those who enjoy its privileges. As a 
proof of the high estimation in which Apprentices? Libraries are held, we have only to no- 
tice the increasing popularity of them throughout our country : and even England, in this 
instance, has not disdained to copy from her descendants. To Boston belongs the honour of 
having been the first to establish this valuable institution. — Wells^ and Cary^a Addresses. 

In connection with this society we should also notice the Donation of Franhlinj who by 
his last will bequeathed a thousand pounds sterling to the town of Boston, ' to be let out up- 
on interest at five per cent, per ann. to such young married artificers as have served an ap- 
prenticeship in said town, and faithfully fulfilled the duties required by their indentures, so 
as to obtain a good moral character from at least two respectable citizens, who are willing 
to become their sureties.' The amount of this fund, by the last annual report, was 14,451 
dols. 83 cts. 
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The Boston Dispensary was instituted in 1 795, and incorpO" 
rated, Feb. 26, 1801. At the expence of this institution the 
poor are supplied with medicines, and they are gratuitously 
attended by physicians appointed yearly by the managers. A 
subscriberof five dollars is entitled to tickets for 4 patients, 
which number he may keep constantly on the list of the Dis- 
pensary. 

The Boston Female Asylum was instituted Sept. 25, 1800, 
by a number of ladies, who associated for the charitable pur- 
pose of relieving, instructing, eoiploying, and assisting female 
orphan children. They were incorporated Feb. 26, 1803. 
The success which has attended this institution has equalled 
the most benevolent expectations. The society has rescued 
from ruin and distress a great number of fatherless and moth- 
erless girls, who have, under its protection, been nourished 
and brought up to habits of industry and piety. The asylum- 
house is situated in Essex st. corner of Lincoln st. 

The Howard Benevolent Society v/as organized, June 1,1812, 
and incorporated Feb. 16, 1818. Their object is to search 
out and administer to the wants of the sick and the infirm ; 
' more especially of that class of our fellow-citizens, who, not 
being connected with any religious society, are in no way 
benefitted by the provisions made in most of them for the re- 
lief of their poor.' 

The Boston Asylum for Indigent Boys was incorporated Feb. 
25, 1814. Its object is to make similar provision for orphan 
boys, to that which has been so usefully made for girls by the 
Female Asylum. This institution occupies the large house on 
the corner of Salem and Charter streets, formerly the resi- 
dence of Sir William Phips. 

The Provident Institution for Savings was incorporated Dec. 
13,1816. This society is intended to encourage industry 
and prudence in the poorer classes, and to induce them to 
save and lay by something of their earnings for a period of 
life when they will be less able to earn a support. Deposits 
are received as low as one dollar, and when any person's 
deposits amount to five dollars, it is put on interest. The de- 
posits may be withdrawn on stated days, if desired. The of- 
fice of this institution is open every Wednesday, in ScoUay's 
buildings. 

The Boston Society for the Religious and Moral Instruction 
of the Poor was incorporated in the year 1820. Through the 
exertions of this society, schools for the poor have been insti- 
tuted in various parts of ihe town, ihe gosjiel has been preach- 
to them, and pains have been taken to raise the standard of 
moral character among iheni. 
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The Penitent Females' Refuge is an institution formed with 
the hope of reclaiming, from the paths of vice and ruin, a por- 
tion of those unhappy women, whose false steps have blasted 
their prospects of enjoying a reputable standing in life. 
A house of refuge is opened by this society, for such as are 
sincerely desirous of returning to the paths of virtue. This 
house, which is large and commodious, is under the care of a 
matron and assistants : a committee of ladies visit it every 
week, and the pecuniary concerns are under the management 
of a Board of Directors, chosen annually from the gentlemen 
who are subscribers to the funds of the institution — Constitu- 
tion adopted April 14, 1819 : incorporated Jan. 21, 1823. 

Some account of the Massachusetts General Hospital will 
conclude our notices on this h^ad. Towards the close of the 
last century a gentleman died in this town, leaving a bequest 
in his will of ^5000 towards the building of a hospital. This 
circumstance was attended with the beneficial effect of awa- 
kening the attention of the publick to the subject. Nothing, 
however, was effected before August, 1810, when two physi- 
cians living in this town addressed a' circular, in which the 
advantages of a hospital were stated, to several gentlemen of 
Boston possessed of ample fortunes, and disposed to contribute 
to institutions in which the publick good was concerned. In 
the beginning of 1811 (Feb. 25) fifty-six gentlemen, living in 
different parts of the commonweaUh.were incorporated by the 
name of the Mass. General Hospital. Their- charter allowed 
the corporation to hold' property to the amount of $30,000 
yearly income. It also granted to the Hospital a fee simple 
in the estate of the old Province House, on the condition that 
^100,000 should be raised by subscription within ten years. 
Little exertion was made before the autumn of 1816, when a 
subscription was commenced that was attended with uncom- 
mon success. In the towns of Boston, Salem, Plymouth, 
Charlestown, Hiugham and Chelsea (including a few sub- 
scriptions in some other towns) 1047 individuals subscribed 
either to the Hospital or the Asylum for the insane. More 
than 200 of these contributed $100 or more, and several from 
1000 to SOOO, and one $20,000. Donations of equal and 
larger amounts have since been made, which have increased 
the funds of this institution, for immediate use and permanent 
stock, to a greater sum than any other among us has realized, 
excepting the University at Cambridge. 

In 1816, the Trustees purchased the estate at Charlestown, 
belonging to the late Mr. Barrell, commonly called Poplar 
Grove, and have there built two brick houses, besides the 
requisite outhouses. In 1817, they purchased four acres in 
a field at the west end of Boston, called Prince's Pasture, and 
46 
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on the 4th day of July, 1818, the corner stone of the present 
Hospital was there laid, in the presence of many persons of 
great dignity in publick life, and of a numerous assemblage 
of citizens. The civil, religious and masonick services were 
performed with such impressive pomp as rendered the whole 
scene truly solemn and interesting. This building was so far 
completed on the first of Sept. 1821, as to be in a fit condition 
to receive patients. The Asylum for the Insane had been 
opened for the reception of boarders, October 1, 1818.* 

Besides these institutions whose views extend to society at 
large, we ought to name many others, whose efforts in the 
cause of benevolence are equally ardent, though the objects 
of their charity are more limited ; such as the Female Samar* 
itan and the Fragment Societies, (supported by ladies for the 
relief of necessitous women and children ;) the Fatherless and 
Widows' society ; the Society for employment of the poor; So- 
ciety for the relief of the distressed ; the Episcopal charitable 
society, the British charitable, the Irish charitable, the Mass. 
charitable, and the Fuel Societies, &.c. These institutions 
embrace among their members almost every individual who 
maintains a respectable standing in the community. And if we 
add to these the numerous religious associations for missiona- 
ry and benevolent purposes, we may, without vanity, adopt 
concerning Boston the language of Increase Mather, when 
he said, that " for charity, he might indeed speak it without 
flattery, this town hath not many equals on the face of the 
earth." 



^* Tbe Massachusetts General Hospital has been pronounced the finest building in the 
State. It stands on a small eminence (B «J open to the south, east, and west. It is 168 ft. in 
length and 54 in its greatest breadth, having a portico of eight lonick columns in front. It Is 
built of Chelmsford granite, the columns and their capitals being of the same materiaL In 
the centre of the two principal stories are the rooms of the officers of the institution. Above 
these is the operating theatre which is lighted from the dome. The wings of the building 
are divided intb wards and sick rooms. The stair cases and floorings of the entries are of 
stone. The whole house is supplied vrtth heat by air-flues from furnaces, and with water by 
pipes and a fbrdng pump. The beautiful bills which surround Boston are seen from eveiy 
part of the building, and the grounds on theeoutli west are washed by the watersof the bay. 
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CHAPTER LXI. 

0,sir,you are old ; 
Nature id you stands on the very verge 
Of her confine; you should be rul'd and led 
By some discretion, that discerns your state 
Better than you yourself. KingLtar. 

We have already noticed three ineffectual attempts to ob- 
tain for the town of Boston the name and privileges of a city. 
That in 1651 (see;». 137) was probably made in accordance 
with the wishes of a majority ; that in 1703, we have seen, 
was accounted as an experiment fraught with mischief; and in 
1762, the proposition was unanimously rejected. From that 
period we hear nothing more of the project until 1784; in 
which year,on the 1 1th of May, the town was called to consid- 
er the expediency of an applicatioti for an act of incorpora- 
tion. The subject produced ' a long debate, which was very 
masterly handled by the several speakers, though not without 
a small degree of tartness ; but concluded in the appointment 
of a committee of 13, to report whether there were defects in 
the existing mode of government, and,if necessary,to report a 
plan for the better regulation of the police.' The Committee 
reported, on the 4th of June, two distinct plans, one of which 
proposed to vest the government in a Mayor, Recorder, and 
12 Aldermen, and 24 Common council men ; the other, to 
delegate nearly the same powers to 12 Selectmen (one from 
each ward) joined with a President and six selectmen chosen 
at large. The discussion on this report was ' lengthy, but 
displayed the greatestt candour and liberality of sentiment ;' it 
closed with a motion to print the report and adjourn to the 
17th of June. The adjourned meeting proved a very tumul- 
tuous one. Several gentlemen endeavoured to ' fix the atten- 
tion of the town to the subject before them, but their arguments 
were drowned in the incessant shouts for the question. Dr. 
Charles Jarvis, peculiarly a man Of the people, though now 
on the unpopular side, caught their attention for a few mo- 
ments : he concluded his remarks with a hope ' that every 
man, rich and poor, might be heard in his turn ; that the con- 
fusion that had commenced might subside ; that love, friend- 
ship and urbanity might pervade the hall.' The momentary 
quietude was succeeded by a general cry of Ko corporation — 
No Mayor and Aldermen, — No innovations, all echoed with un- 
abated roaring. Many gentlemen of character left the hall. 
As soon as the honourable moderator (Thos. Dawes Esq.) had 



364 HISXOKY OK BOSTON. 

/ 

it in his power, the motion was put, and the vote was carried 
I against the proposed alterations.' 

This repulse did not dishearten the friends of a reform. 
They renewed their petition the next year (Nov, ], 1785) 
but were received with less attention by the town, whoin)me- 
diately gave leave for them to withdraw. In 1792, another 
plan was brought forward, which simply proposed to create a 
town council, to be composed of the Selectmen, chosen as 
theretofore, and of three persons to be chosen from each of 
the wards (of which the town should be divided into nine.) 
This council was to be invested with the powers of the town 
in its corporate capacity, to make by-laws and appoint inferior 
officers. The principal effect of the change would have be^en 
to render frequent town-meetings unnecessary. It was also 
proposed to petition the court for ihe establishment of a muni- 
cipal judge, who should have cognizanc-e of all minor prosecji- 
tions for causes arising within the town. Several meetings 
■were held, and the debates, which in the early stage were 
simply eloquent and warm, at last became turbulent and agi- 
tated, and the question was put to rest (Jan. 26th) by a vote 
of 701 against 517. . Persons of both the great political par- 
ties, which began by this time to be distinctly marked, were 
found on each side. The name of Mr. Benjamin Austin is 
prominent among the opponents, and that of Mr. Sullivan (since 
Governour) among the friends of the measure. 

In 1804, Jan. 12, two persons were chosen by each ward 
to compose a committee to devise a new system of govern- 
ment. A plan was matured, and being taken into considera- 
tion by the town, April 9lh, after some debate it also was re- 
jected. ' A very- great number of our citizens,' however, 
retained the ' wish that the name of City should be adopted ; 
being of opinion that this name has an effect to raise the rank 
of a place in the estimation of foreignerg, and is belter adap- 
ted than the name of Town to express our real standing com- 
pared with the other cities of the Union.' This with other 
considerations occasioned another application to the town, in 
1815, to obtain their consent to the adoption of the discrimi- 
nating appellation, universally given to their most distinguish- 
ed places, by the practice of all European powers.' Under 
the proposed system, said a committee, ' town-meetings will 
continue to be held and all questions relative to our political 
rights and interests to be discussed in them ; a course of pre- 
ceeding happily as inseparable from the genius of our consti- 
tution as it is justly dear to the affections of our citizens.'* 
Yet even with this reservation, the people could not be per- 
suaded to adopt the improvements recommended. Here it 

* Reportof Oommittee,Oct. 16, 181S. 
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was thought the question was ' put to rest for some years :' 
but various causes conspired to revive it in 1821, and in 1822 
it was determined by the establishment of the City Govern- 
ment. 

Experience had proved that there was no real obstacle to 
the passage of a long code of excellent by-laws, adapted to 
every imaginable contingency. Officers too were not want- 
ing, whose duty and interest it was to carry them into execu- 
tion. There were nine Selectmen (whose chairman had been 
customarily superintendant of Police) 12 overseers of the 
poor, 30 Firewards and a School Committee of 12, annually 
chosen at March meeting.* A Board of Health, consisting of 
12 members (one chosen by each ward) had the regulation 
of Quarantine, and all such affairs, as concerned the health 
of the inhabitants. The town in publick meeting voted the 
amount of its annual taxes, and these were assessed by a board 
composed of 24 members (two for each ward) called Assis- 
tant Assessors, and three others, selected by the assistants to 
be Permanent Assessors. A Town Treasurer and Town 
Clerii completed the list of municipal officers. Each of these 
boards performed their duties with alacrity and fidelity, yet 
there was a universal complaint that every by-law was in- 
fringed with impunity, and the want of ' one efficient respon- 
sible head,' to take the lead in the affairs of the town and 
maintain a general oversight, was extensively felt. 

There were serious complaints too of the expense attending 
the Justices' courts. As the judicial concerns of the county 
stood regulated by law, manj' petty suits were constantly 
brought by parties unable to pay the costs, and the justices 
of the peace whose duty it was to sit in judgment, had no al- 
ternative,' but to charge the same to the county, or in other 
words to the town.t Some abuses were thought to exist in 
this system, and a committee was appointed, July 2, 1821, to 
consider and report thereon. 

The report of this committee was laid before the town, 
Oct. 2"!d ; and the consid.eration-of it resulted in the appoint- 
ment of another committee, who were authorized to report 
' a complete system relating to the administration of the town 
and county, which shall remedy the present evils, and to re- 
commend any other measures calculated to create a more 
efficient, responsible, and acceptable system for Town and 
County Government.' This committee consisted of Messrs. 



* The town also chose at March meetings, 20 surveyors of boards, 6 fence viewers, 6 cul- 
lers of hoops, 9 cullers of dry fish, 4 field drivers, 3 inspectors of lime, 2 surveyors of hemp, 2 
surveyors of wheat, and 2 assay masters. 

t Of the County tax, 1820, which was 30,000 doh. Chelsea paid 231,60. In 1821, of 
25,332,52, Chelsea paid 187,63. 
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John Phillips, Wtn. Sullivan, Charles Jackson, Wm. Prescott, 
Wm. Tudor, Geo. Blake, Henry Orne, Daniel Webster, Isaac 
Winslow, Lemuel Shaw, Stephen Codman, Joseph Tilden. 
Their report made on the 10th of Dec. was not sufficiently 
strong in favour of a city government : people were ready to 
enjoy the satisfaction of accepting or refusing something bet- 
ter. The committee was enlarged, with directions to report 
such a system as was ' contemplated by the amendment of the 
constitution, authorizing the General Court to constitute city 
governments.' Accordingly, on Monday the 31st day of 
Dec. the town was called together to consider and act upon 
such a system. The first step at this meeting was the deter- 
mination to take a final question on the subject, by written 
vote, on the Monday folloiiiring : then the report was taken up 
by paragraphs. A motion to retain the name of Town of 
Boston was made, and warmly advocated, but was negatived. 
The committee had proposed to call the chief officer of the 
city by the name of • Intendant :' this was changed to 
' Mayor.' The committee proposed a board of ' seven se- 
lectmen ;' the town voted a board of eight Aldermen, and 
instead of a ' Board of Assistants,' recommended by the com- 
mittee, a board of Common Councilmen was determined upon. 
The Mayor and Aldermen were to be chosen by general 
ticket, by the qualified voters of the city voting in wards : 
each ward was to choose four Common Councilmen. The 
Mayor and Aldermen, sitting and acting together, were to 
compose one body ; and the board of Common Council to 
compose a separate body ; and both together (each having a 
negative Tipon the other) constitute the City Council. These 
provisions were accepted. The committee proposed to give 
the City Council power to choose Overseers of the Poor, Fire- 
wards and the School Committee, but the vote prevailed, that 
those officers should be chosen in wards. All other corpo- 
rate powers, possessed by the town, were delegated to the 
City Council, except the right to sell or lease the Common 
and Faneuil Hall, which was reserved. The organization 
of the wards, which became necessary as a part of the propo- 
sed system, was arranged by a provision for the choice of a 
warden, clerk, and five inspectors of elections in each ward. 
The plan was completed by the proposal of one Police Court, 
which should have cognizance of all offences against the by- 
laws of the city, and of all minor causes usually decided by 
Justices of the peace. 

The discussions on this subject occupied three successive 
days, and called some of the first talents of the town into ex- 
ercise. Faneuil-Hall was thronged, yet every thing proceed- 
ed very orderly. Several questions arising, which were 
thought too important to be decided by hand vote, they were 



HISTORY Oy BOSTON. 367 

postponed to be determined by the ballot on the final ques- 
tion. Every thing being matured, the meeting adjourned on 
Wednesday, to meet again on Monday, Jan. 7, 1822, to de- 
cide on the report as amended, when the result of the ballot- 
ing was as follows : 

Whole No. of votes 4839. 
1st Resolve.— Shall there be a City Government ? yeas....2S0S 

Sa.js....200» 
2d Resolve— Shall the elective United States and State Officers 
be chosen in Wards ! ... . . Veas....2611 

Nay5....2195 
3d Resolve.— Shall the City Council decide the namber of Rep- 
resentatives . . Yeas....3690 

Nays,...2128 

4th Resolve.- Shall the Town be a County, and have a Police Court ? Yeas....4SS7 

Nays ,W! 

5th Resolve. — Shall the name be altered from Town of Bos- 
ton to City of Boston f .• ... ... YeBS....2727 

Nays....2087 

There was no little disappointment occasioned by this re- 
sult : the warm friends of a city had hoped for a larger ma- 
jority in their favour on the first question, and for a strong 
negative against the second : the opponents of the reform 
would not believe, till they had the demonstration, that the 
people of Boston would yield up their birth-right of self gov- 
ernment and self protection, for what some considered the 
mere tinsel of a name. The feature in the system, which 
more than any other circumstance saved it from being reject- 
ed, was that part which gave to the wards the right to choose 
overseers, school committee, and firewards. As those boards 
had heretofore been chosen, it had happened for the most part 
that all the members were selected from the political party, 
which for many years had been the majority of the town. 
Some of the minority thought the present offered them a fa- 
vourable opportunity to secure a portion of those bbards to 
their own party : and that, together with the general desire to 
effect a reform in the justices' courts, and the belief that such 
a reform could not be effected, otherwise than in connection 
with the establishment of a city government, probably turned 
the scale. 

The subject was forthwith presented to the legislature, and 
a law, framed on the principles of the report, received the 
signature of Governour Brooks, Feb. 23, 1822. The act re- 
served to the General Court the right to alter or amend the 
charter whenever they should deem it expedient : it also pro- 
vided that the charter should be void, unless the inhabitants 
of Boston should accept it by written vote within 12 days. 
The former of these provisions was thought by some to be 
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very exceptionable ; others considered it perfectly nugatory. 
The hitter was in accordance with a proposition which had 
been offered to the town and rejected ; but those, who were 
gratified by this opportunity once more to attempt the defeat 
of the whole plan, were obliged also to submit again their fa- 
vourite feature (the choice of national and state officers by 
election in wards) to the hazard of a rejection. The final 
meeting took place on the fourth of March, when a decision 
was obtained in favour of the charter by a majority of 916, 
(2797 to 1881,) and in favour of election in wards by a vote 
of 2813 to 1887. The result was forthwith made known to 
the Governour, and he announced the fact by proclamatioa. 
on the seventh of March. 



CHAPTER LXII. 

" The patriot Council met, the fuU^ 

The tree, and fairly represented whole j 
For all they planned the holy guardiaa lawfi^ 
Distin^ish'd orders, animated arts. 
And withjoint force oppression chaining, set 
Imperial justice at the heln)>" 

Pursuant to the direction of the charter, the Selectmen 
made a new division of the town into twelve wards, in such 
manner as to include an equal number of inhabitants in each 
ward, as nearly as conveniently might be, taking the last 
census made under the authority of the United States as a 
basis for such romputation.* This was done on the 13th of 
March, and the various parties immediately proceeded to 
take the steps preparatory to an organization of the wards. 
There was no difficulty in finding candidates for all the offi- 
ces, together with large quotas of rallying-committees and 
vote-distributors. When the second Monday of April arrived, 
there was little doubt respecting the result of any of the 
electioos,except that of the Mayor. A ticket for the board of 
aldermen had been framed on such principles as were calcu- 
lated to ensure its success : the various parties had each re- 
ceived a pledge that all should share the honours of that of- 
fice. But in regard to the chief magistracy of the City, it 
was an honour which could not be divided, and the contest 



* Thfl Act places it ' in the power of the City council — from time to time, not oftener than 
once in ten years, to alter such divisions of wards, in such a manner as to preserve,as nearly 
as may be, an equal number of inhabitants iu each ward.^ 
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was warm between the friends of several etninent individuals. 
It was soon ascertained that the board of Aldermen would be 
filled by Messrs. Epkmim EHoi, Joseph. Hmd, Brymmt P. Til- 
den, J^ath'l P. Mussell, Joseph Lovering, Samuel Billings, Jo- 
seph Jenkins, and Jacob Hall. It was also ascertained that 
there would be no choice of Mayor, and it appeared from the 
official canvass that the votes were principally divided be- 
tween Messrs. H. G. Otis and Josiah Quincy.* The friends 
of the former gentleman .immediately withdrew his name from 
the list of candidates for the mayoralty, and Mr. Quincy, in 
his own name, publickly declined the honour. The excite* 
ment on this occasion was excessive, but it rapidly subsided, 
and in the course of four days, the eyes of all parties were 
fixed on the Hon. John Phillips, as the man whose character 
would command a universal suffrage. He consented to the 
nomination, and at the next election (Tuesday, April 16lb) re- 
ceived an almost unanimous vote.t 

The first of May was appointed by the charter as the day 
for the commencement of the municipal year.| Suitable pre- 
parations were made in Faneuil Hall for the ceremonies of 
inducting the Mayor and other officers into their new stations. 
A platform, raised about two feet from the floor, was thrown 
from the selectmen's box to nearly the extent of the hall. On 
this the Selectmen of the past year, the Aldermen, and Com- 
mon Council elect were accommodated with chairs and set- 
tees, the floor being covered with carpets. Two of the galleries 
were filled with ladies and the Hall was crowded to excess. 
The Rev. Dr. Baldwin (as senior in age of the clergymeH of 
the metropolis) addressed the throne of- grace in prayer. 
Chief Jmsitice Parker administered the oaths of allegiance and 
office to the Mayor elect, who in turn administered similar 
oaths to the Alcfermen and members of the Common Council. 
The Chairman of the selectmen (Mr.Eliphalet Williams) then 
rose, and, after an appropriate address, delivered the city 
charter to the Mayor, contained in a superb silver case, and 
the ancient act incorporating the town nearly two centuries 
past, together with all the books of reeords, title deeds, and 
documents belonging to the inhabitants. He concluded with 
a compliment to the wisdom and judgment, which had select- 
ed the gentlemen composing the present boards, for the pur- 
pose of putting into operation the new and untried system of 
city government. 

*Tbe whole number ef votes was 3708, of which Mr. Q. had 1736— Mr. 0. 1384— Thomas 
L. Wlntfaop, S61— Others 227. 

t Mt. FliUtii» bad 2S0O votes ; whole number was 2850. 

t Ad amendment, made Jan. 27, 182S, mak«s the municipal year fn commence with the cal 
endar year team and after Jan. 1, I83G. 
47 
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The address of the Mayor commenced with ample testi- 
.mony to the wisdom of those institutions, which our ancestors 
established for the management of their municipal concerns, 
and to the intelligence and experience of our citizens, who 
had for so long a period meditated a change and exerted 
their influence to effect it. He spoke in full terms of the abil- 
ity, diligence and integrity of the boards of Selectmen, justly 
denominated the fathers of the Town, and acknowledged par- 
ticular obligations to the board now retiring from office. His 
concluding observations give a fair view of the merits of the 
city charter, and at the same time exhibit, in strong light, the 
traits in the publick and private character of their author, 
which endeared him to men of all parties. 

' Difference of opinion must be expected, and tnutual coacessions made, in 
all cases wliere the interest of a large community is to be accommodated. 
The precise form in which this charter is presented may not be acceptable to 
all, but its provisions have met the approbation of a lar^e majority, and it will 
receive the support of every ^ood citizen. Those who encourage hopes that 
can never be realized, and those who indulge unreasonable apprehensions, be- 
cause this instrument is not framed agreeably to their wishes, will be benefitted 
by reflecting how much more our social happiness depends upon other causes, 
than the provisions of a charter. Purity of manners, general diffusion of 
knowledge, and strict attention to the education of the young, and above all a 
firm practical belief of that divine revelation, which has aflixed the penalty of 
unceasing anguish to vice, and promised to virtue rewards of interminable du> 
ration, will counteract the evils of any form of government. While the love 
of order, benevolent affections and christian piety, distinguish as they have 
done the inhabitants of this city, they may enjoy the -highest blessings under a 
charter with so few imperfections, as that which the wisdom of our Legislature 
has sanctioned. — In my official intercourse I shall not eucunber you with un- 
necessary forms, or encroach upon your time by prolix dissertations. In all 
the communications which the charter requires me to make, conciseness and 
brevity will be carefully studied. I will detain you no longer — than to in- 
vite you to unite in beseeching the Father of lights, without whose blessing 
all exertion is fruitless, and whose grace alone can give efficacy to the coun- 
cils of human wisdom, to enlighten and guide our deliberations, with* the in- 
fluence of bis holy spirit, and then we cannot fail to promote the best inter- 
ests of our fellow citizens.' 

After the address, the boards withdrew. The Common 
Council was organized by the choice of Hon. William Prescott 
for President, and Mr. Thomas Clark (late town clerk) 
for Clerk of the Common Council, and the two boards in 
Convention elected Samuel F. McCleary, Esq. City Clerk.* 

The first year of the city government passed away without 
producing any events of a striking character. There was no 



* The Police Court was org;aiiized by tbe Govemour by the appointment of Messrs. Ben- 
jtunin Wbitman, Henry Orne, and Willitun Simmons, esquires, as Justices, and Thomas 
Power, Esq. Clerk. Its first session was held on the 20th of June, 1822. 

The Police Act, so called, gives to this court jurisdiction in all cases theretofore triable b^ 
Justices of Peace } makes all warrants issued by any J. of P. returnable before the Police 
court j and provides that no fees shall be paid for warrants issued by a J. P. unless this court 
shall decide that there was just and reasonable cause for the issuing thereof, &c. &c 
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cause of special complaint, and nothing occurred to excite 
special admiration. At its close, the Mayor together with 
the board of Aldermen (one member excepted) declined a re- 
election. Mr. Quincy was again solicited to consent to being 
a candidate for the mayoralty, and was elected on the second 
Monday of April, 1823. An entire new board of Aldermen 
was chosen, and a majority of the members of the Common 
council were also new members.* 

The Mayor's inaugural addresss paid the merited compli- 
ment to the services of that high and honourable individual, 
who had preceded him in the office,! and the wise, prudent, 
and faithful citizens who composed the first City Council. 

' Their labours,' said he, ' bate been indeed, in a measure, unobtrusive, but 
they have been various, useful, and well considered. They have laid the foun- 
dations of the prosperity of our city, deep and on right principles. — A task 
was committed to the first administration to perform, in no common degree 
arduous and delicate. — In the outset of a new form of government, among 
variously affected passions and interests, and among indistinct expectations, 
impossible to realize, it was apparently wise to shape the course of the first 
administration, rather by the spirit of the long experienced constitution of the 
town than by that of the unsettled charter of the city. It was natural for pru- 
dent men, first entrusted with city authorities, to apprehend that measure^ 
partaking of the mild, domestick character of our ancient institutions, might 
be as useful and would be likely to be more acceptable than those which should 
develop the entire powers of the new government. It is yet to be proved 
whether, in these measures, our predecessors were not right. ■ 

' In executing the trust,' he proceeds, ' which my fellow citizens have con- 
fided to me, I shall yield entirely to the influences and be guided exclusively 
by tlie principles of the city charter ; striving to give prudent efficiency to all 
its powers, endeavouring to perform all its duties, in forms and modes, at 
once the most useful and most acceptable to my fellow citizens. If at any 
time, however, through any intrinsick incompatibility, it is impracticable to 
unite both these objects, I shall in such case, follow duty ; and leave the event 
to the decision of a just, wise and generous people. In every exigency, it 
will be my endeavour to imbibe and to exhibit, in purpose and act, the spirit of 
the city charter.' 

The new boards entered with alacrity upon the duties of 
their various offices. The course they pursued was such as 
to excite a general expression of admiration. The Mayor 
and Aldermen were re-elected in 1824, without any consider- 
able opposition ; some extracts from the Mayor's inaugural 
address will furnish us with the best view of .the transactions 
of the first year of his administration. 

' The acts of the administration of the past year had reference to morals ; 
to comfort ; and convenience ; and ornament. — With respect to morals, there 



* The votes, for Mr. Quincy, 2504 : for Sea. Blake, Esq. 2179 : others, 31. 

The Aldermen were Qlessra. Caleb Eddy, Daniel Baxter, David W. Child, Stephen Hooper, 
Joseph K. Dorr, George Odiorne, Enoch Patterson and Ashur Benjamin. 

t Mr. Phillips lived only a few weeks after his retirement from the office of Mayor. He 
was seized with an attack of angina pectoris while attending his publick duties on the day of 
General Election, May 28, 1823, andhis death took place on the following morning. He was. 
in the SSd year of his age. 
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Bad existed in one section of the city an autlacioiis obtriisiveness of vice, noto- 
. rioue and lamentable ; setting at defiance not only the decencies of life but the 
authority of the law*. The evil was met in the face. — In spite of clamour, of 
threat, of insult ; — a determined course was pursued The whole section was 
put ander the ban of authority. All licenses ill it were denied, a vigorous po- 
lice was organized, which, aided by the courts of justice and the House of cor- 
rection, effected its puipose. — These measures did not originate in any theo- 
ries or visions of ideal purity, attainable in the existing'state of human society, 

but in a single sense of duty and lespect for the character of the city The 

expense, by which this effect has been produced, has been somewhat less than 
one thousand dpllars ; an amount already, perhaps, saved to the community 
in the diminution of those prosecutions and of their costs, which the continn- 
•nce of the former unobstructed course of predominating vice, in that section 
would have occasioned. 

The next object of attention of the City government was the cleansing of 
the streets. In, cities as well as among individuals, cleanliness has reference 
to morals as well as to comfort. Sense of dignity and self-respect are 
essentially connected n ith purity , physical and moral. And a city is as much 
«levated as an individual by self-respect. To remove from our streets what- 
ever might offend the sense or endanger the health was the first duty. To do 
** ^£, *<^""'oo"cally as was consistent with doing it well, was the second. 

The widening of our streets as occasions offered was the next object, to 
which the attention of the city adminlstiation was directed ; and the one in- 
Tolvmg the greatest expense. The circumstances of the times, and the enter- 
prize of private individuals opened opportunities, in this respect, unexampled, 
Sn point of number and importance — — The administration availed themselves 
of those opportunities, as a matter of duty, in the actual condition of a city so 
extremely irregular and inconvenient as is Boston, in the original plan and 
£™J**^'''"i of its streets. Important improvements have been made in Lynn, 
Ship, Thacher, and Mill Pond Streets ; in Hanover, Elm, Brattle, Court and 
Dnion Streets; in Temple, Lynde, Summer, and Milk Streets; in Federal, 
Orange, Eliot, and Warren Streets.' 

Another object of attention during the past year has been the drains. 

M P"""^'?'* adopted was to take all new drains into the hands of the city ;— 
to divide the expense as equally as possible among those estates immedihtely 
Denentted ; upon principles applicable to the particular nature of this subject, 
and retain in the city the whole propertv both as it respects control and as- 
sessment.'-^— 

' A new Mall has been nearly completed on Charles Street, and all the 
missing and dead trees of the old Malls, the Common and Fort Hill, have been 
replaced with a care and protection, which almost insure success to these orna- 
ments of the city.' 

' Two objects of very great interest to which the proceedings of last year 
nave reference, remain to be elucidated. The purchase of the interest of the 
proprietors of the Rope Walks, west of the Conunon ; end the projected im- 
provements about Faneuil Hall Markets In consequence of the exclusion 

of the water by the Mill Dam, a tract of land has been opened either for sale, 
as an object of profit, or for use, as an object of ornameiyt, with which the 
rights of these proprietors absolutely interfered. It was thought that no mo- 
ment could be more favourable than the present to secure a relinquishment of 
those rights. An agreement of reference has been entered into, with those 
proprietors, and the amount to be paid by the city for such relinquishment, 
has been left to the decision of five of our most intelligent, independent and 

confidential citizens.' 

' Touching the projeoted improvements, in the vicinity •/ Faneuil H»U 
Market, not only the extreme necessities of the city, in relation to space for a 
market, have leH to this project, but ako the particular relations of that vicini- 
ty have indicated the wisdom and policy, even at some risque and SBcrifioe, of 
bringing together in one compact, efficient, and commsdious conoeaion, the 
northern and central sections of our city, so as to facilitate the intercourse of 
business and enterprize between them, and bring into market, and into use, 
and into improvement, parts of the city, at present old, sightless, inconvenient, 
and in comparikMi with t*»at competency, which must result from a judicJouf 
arrangement, at present absolutely useless. Both these measures of the City 
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Gnvernmeat, relative to the Rope Walks and to Faneuil Hall Market, will ne- 
cessarily lead to what, to many of our citizens, is an object of great dread, a 

city debt.' ' To create a debt is a power, vested by our charter, in the City 

Council. Now this, like every other power, is to be characterized by its use. 
' The destinies -ef the City of Boston, are of a nature too plain to be denied, 
or misconceived. The prognosticks of its future greatness are written on the 
face of nature, too legibly, and too indelibly to be mistaken. These indications 
are apparent from the location of our city, from its harbour, and its relative 
position among rival towns and cities ; aboVe all, from the character af its 
inhabitants, and the singular degree~Df enterprize, and intelligence, which are 
diffused through every class of its citizens. Already capital and population 
is determined towards it, from other places, by a certain and irresistible pow- 
er of attraction. It remains then, for the citizens of Boston to be true totheir 
own destinies j to be willing to meet wise expenditures and temporary sacri- 
fices, and thus to co-operate with nature and providence in their apparent ten- 
dencies to promote their greatness and prosperity ; thereby not only improv- 
ing the general condition of the city, elevating its character, multiplying its 
accommodations and strengthening the predilections, which exist already in 
its favour; but also patronizing and finding employment for its labourers and 
mechanicks. It is true the power of credit, like every other power, is subject 
to abuse. But to improve the general convenience of the city, to augment its 
facilities for business, to add to the comfort of its inhabitants, and in this way 
to augment its resources, are among the most obvious and legitimate uses of 
that power, which doubtless, for these purposes, was entrusted tu the City 
Council.' 

The labours of the city government tJuring the year, which 
commenced with May, 1824, were chiefly devoted to the 
completion of the plan, and the accomplishment of the im- 
provements in the vicinity of the market. An effort was also 
made to advance a project for an improvement of the flats at 
the bottom of the Common (which the city obtained at the 
price of 50,000 dollars,) but it was discouraged by a vote of 
the inhabitants in town-meeting. Publick attention was also 
excited to a diflerence of opinion between the city coun- 
cil and the board of overseers of the poor, relative to the 
powers of each, in the government of the Aims-House and 
House of Industry. A plan was submitted to the jaeople pro- 
posing that the choice of that boilrd should be vested in the 
City Council, but a vote could not be obtained for an altera- 
tion of the charter for that purpose.* A new organization of 
the Health department took place, by which the duties here- 
tofore performed by 12 persons, one resident in each ward, 
are transferred to one Health-officer, and the regulations of 



* The alterations, tbat have been made in tlie charter, are by Acts of the leg^isiature, Jan. 

30. 1823, authorizing the Mayor and Aldermen to increase the number of engine men ; Feb. 
23d, authorizing City Council to choose nine directors of the House of Industry,&c. — June 10, 
1823, authorizing Council to elect the Mayor and Aldermen surveyors of high ways.— June 

12. 1824, an act regulating the honse of correction and the form of actions under the by-laws, 
and to provide for the filling of vacancies in the board of Aldermen. — Jan. 27, 1825, act to 
alter the time of commencing the municipal year. June session, to abolish the board of fire- 
wards and organize afire department: and by an order of the City Council, March, 22, 1824, 
the charter is so amended that vacancies in the office of Ward clerk may be filled whenever 
they occur. 
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quarantine made more conformable to the views of enlighten- 
ed experience and less burdensome to the commercial com- 
munity. 

Previous to the expiration of this year, one of the alder- 
men, Mr.Hooper, had deceased, and two others, Messrs. Eddy 
and Benjamin, had ceased to officiate : the remaining 
members of the board it was understood would decline a re- 
election. A Union ticket was however formed, which bore 
the names of two of them. All the gentlemen named on it 
were elected by large majorities : five of them declined the 
service, and the vacancies were filled at a subsequent elec- 
tion.* Mr. Quincy was re-elected to the mayoralty by a 
vote almost unanimous. More than half of the common coun- 
cil were new members. These boards will continue in office 
until the first Monday of January next. 



CHAPTER LXriI. 

" The city rear'd 
In beauteous pride her sky-encircled head.** 

It was anticipated with much certainty by the advocates 
for a city government, that the change would produce a fa- 
vourable effect on the interests of the city, in relation to pub- 
lick improvements. That anticipation has not been disap- 
pointed, individuals have been more active in putting their 
private estates into better repair, several companies have as- 
sociated to make extensive alterations in adjoining lots,t and 
the city has undertaken a magnificent project in the neigh- 
bourhood of Faneuil Hall market. 

A fire which destroyed six houses and stores with out hous- 
es in Union street (July 14, 1821) made way for the improve- 
ment, which has been made by the erection of the block of 
brick stores and dwellings on the north side of that street, and 
led to the completion "of the range of brick buildings on the 



* The gentlemen chosen at the annual meeting, Ap. 11, 1825, were llessrs. Daniel Baxter 
and Joseph H. Dorr, (at the former board) N. P. Russell, (of the first board) Redford Web- 
ster and Thomas B. Wales, who declined ; and Messrs. Otorgt Blake^ Thomas Welsh jr. Hen- 
ry J. Oliver^ who accepted the office. At the second choice Messrs. John D. Dyer^ Daniel 
Carney, Joiiah Marshall, John Bellows, John Bryant were elected. 

f In the summer of 1824, a memorandum was taken of 194 new buUdlngs then in a state ef 
forwardness. 
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south side. Winthrop place in Summer street, Hayward 
place, St. Paul's Row and Phillips' Row on Common street, 
Bowdoin row in Court street, Crescent court on Green street, 
the elegant block of stone stores on Water street, and of stone 
houses in Washington street, are each examples of enterprize, 
which have added to the comfort and convenience of the in- 
habitants. 

State street has shared in the general improvements. A 
number of the old buildings have been demolished and ele- 
gant stone ones erected in their stead. The United States 
Branch Bank demands a particular description. It is situated 
at the head of Wilson's lane and constitutes a chief ornament 
of our Exchange.* The building is about 44 ft. in front and 
96 ft. deep. The portico is an imitation from the primitive 
form of the Grecian Temple, with little variation, excepting 
what was necessary in order to adapt it to the location, and 
to the refractory material (Chelmsford granite) of which it 
was to be built. The columns are of the Grecian Dorick, 
4 ft. in diameter and 24 ft. high,the shaft being a single piece. 

Ground Plan of the United States Bank. 




In the front part of the building, on the first floor, there is 
an entry, and two rooms for the President and Cashier ; and 
in the second story over them, a large room for the use of 
the Directors. The centre of the buildifig is occupied for the 
Banking room, which is a rotunda, 36 feet in diameter, and 44 



* The first outline of a plan for this building: was made for the situation which is occupied 
by the Old state house, and was intended to be an imitation of the purest example of the Gre- 
cian Dorick order with two porticos } but the scite, which was finally obtained, required a dif- 
■ferent arrangement. One of the porticos was dispensed with, and Antae at the angles intro- 
duced, according to the primitive form of the Grecian Temple The shafts of the columns 
are frustums of cones, the sides being right lines, which, being the most severe and simple 
form, seemed the best adapted to the occasion. The corner stone of this edifice was laid on 
Monday, July 5,1824. Mr. Solomon Willard was the designer and architect ; IVIr. Gridley 
Bryant the master mason, and Mr. James McAllaster, master carpenter. 

The capital stock of this bank, employed in Boston, is 1,500,000 dls. There are 15 other 
Banks which employ a capital of 11,050,000 dls : and 21 Insurance Companies whose capital 
K 6,300,000 dollars. 
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ft. high to the top of the curb stone. The rear of the building 
coDtains the vaults, which open into the Banking room, and a 
number of other apartments which are to serve for the vari- 
ous purposes of the institution. 

The destructive fire, which occurred on the 7th of April 
last,* laid in ruins almost the whole of the square between 
Doane-st. Broad, Battery march and Kilby streets. The 
buildings on the square between Adams-st. Milk, Battery M, 
street and Liberty square had just been demolished for the 
purpose of erecting on the spot a large block of stores. Both 
these squares are now covered with new and convenient 
buildings, nearly finished. One of the stores on Central 
street was occupied in August. 

The House of Industry and House of Correction at South 
Boston, which are two similar buildings, of rough dimension 
stone, 220 ft. leng, 43 ft. wide, and 29 ft. high, have been 
mostly erected by the city government. The establishment 
of the H. of C. was authorized by a vote of the town on the 7th 
pf May, 1821. It was designed 'for the restraint and em- 
ployment of the idle and vicious poor, for habitual drunkards, 
beggars and those condemned for f)elly offences, in the in- 
ferior courts of justice. The House of Industry is destined 
for the comfort, support, and relief, and as far as they are 
competent, for the employment of the virtuous poor, and of 
those alone who are reduced to seek this refuge, from mis- 
fortune or age or infancy.' 

The County Gaol in Leverett street and the House of 
Correction connected with it, and the MunicipaJ Court house, 
all which are handsome stone buildings, were cooimenred 
several years since, but were not finished and occupied till 
the year 1822. Id 1823, the old gaol was taken down, and 
its materials were partly used in constructing the Gun house 
and Ward Room on Thacher street.! 

The history of Bojton furnishes us with many instances of 
enterprize, which have excited admiration. The construc- 



* It commenced in Doane street. Five building were destroyed on State-st. 6 in Doao^ 
6 in KUby, 19 in Central street (every building) 4 on Broad-st. and 13 on Liberty square. 
Most of them were fire proof brick stores, filled witb valuable goods, foreign products and 
American manufactures. 

The great fire, at noon-day, July, 7, 1824, destroyed fifteen brick dwelling houses, besides 
out bouses, on Ohesnut, Charles and Beacon streets. 

t The Old Court HoMc on the south side of Court-street, is a handsome building of brick, 
three stories high, and has on the roof an octa^ou cupola. On the lower fioor are the offices 
of the United States District Marshall, and several private offices. In the second story, the 
floor of which is supported by pillars of the Tuscon order, are held the Circuit and District 
Courts of the U. S. for the Ma-^^acbusetts District, and the office of the District Clerk. In 
the third story are convenient rooms for jurors, &c. This building, before the erection of the 
New Court House, described at page 331, was used by all the courts of law held in the county. 
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tion of the sea-wall or out-wharves, in 1673, was a stupendous 
undertaking, for that period ; it proved however to be an ob- 
ject of less utility, than was at first supposed. The building 
of Long wharf was a great and useful work. These 
and the partial filling up of the town dock were the principal 
efforts, made previous to the revolution, for the improvement 
of the natural advantages which the town possessed. Con- 
cerning the immense and costly works which have been ac- 
complished since that era, we have spoken at large. But the 
project, which exceeds them all in boldness of design, in 
promise of publick benefit, and in energy of execution, is that 
which is now approaching to its accomplishment in the vicin- 
ity of Faneuil Hall Market. 

Such an undertaking, involving such an amount of property, 
and affecting so many private rights, was too great to be pro- 
secuted without the express sanction of the people. This was 
obtained by a very full vote, in city meeting, Jan. 16, 1824, 
when the following questions were proposed and decided in 
the affirmative. 1. Is it expedient that Faneuil Hall market 
should be extended towards the harbour, between Ann-street 
and the street leading to Bray's wharf, in such direction as 
the City Council, upon a view of all the circumstances of that 
vicinity, shall deem most for the publick interest ; and 
that they be requested to cause the same to be effected ac- 
cordingly ? — 2. Is it expedient for the City Council to apply 
to the legislature for such an extension of the powers of the 
surveyors of highways as the circumstances of the contem- 
plated project, above mentioned, may make necessary, under 
such limitations and restrictions as the constitution requires, 
and as respect for private rights may dictate ?' 

The legislature granted the proposed power, but there has 
been little occasion to exercise it : most, if not all the estates 
required, have been obtained with the consent of the parties 
interested. The old buildings were taken down in August ; 
the lots on the north side of the dock were sold at auction, 
Sept. 29th, 1824. The highest price obtained was $20,83 
per square foot : the lowest $7. There were 36 lots, cover- 
ing 30,037^ feet, and the amount of sales was $303,495 44 cts. 
The lots on the south side of the intended market-house were 
sold, March 31, 182'5. The highest price ^21 per sq. foot, 
lowest $10. There were ^2 lots covering 33,865 ft. and the 
amount of sales was $403,848 13 cts. The stores on the 
north side are already finished, as to the exterior, and th^ 
one which'stands on the corner of the Roebuck passage,where 



The PoUeeCourt holds its sessions here daily for the trial of crtniinal cases, aod twice a 
week, at least, for that of ' civil suits and actions.' 

49 
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the triangular warehouse formerly stood, was dccupied by a 
tenant. Sept 12, 1825. The stores on the south side, and 
the Market-house also, are rapidly proftressing.* 

The New Market-house stands between these two ranges 
of stores, at the distance of 102 ft. from those on the south 
side, and 65 ft. from the north. The centre part of the build- 
ing is 74 ft. 6 in. by 55 ft. having a hall in the second story. 
The wings are 231 ft. long by 50 wide, and two stories high. 
There is a cellar under the whole. The wings have each a 
portico of 4 columns, 3 ft. 7 in. diameter and 23 ft. high ; the 
shafts are of granite in a single piece. The first story has 
arched windows, and those in the second story are square. 
The construction of the whole is of hammered granite of a 
uniform colour. 

The corner stone of this building was laid with much cere- 
mony. The plate deposited beneath it bears the names of 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council, Building Com- 
mittee and Principal Architect, and Engraver, besides the 
following inscription : 

jfantufl ^sll iWarfot, 

Established by the City of Boston. This stone vias laid April 
27, Anno Domini MdcccXxv. In thx forty-ninth year of Amer- 
ican Independence and in the third of the Incorporation of the 
city. John Quincy Adams, President of the United States. 
Marcus Morton, Lt. Gov. and Commander in chief of the Com- 
monwealth -of Massachusetts. 

Memoranda. The papulation, of the city estimated at 50,000 : 
that of the United States 11,000,000.1 



* The height and form of the stores were regulated by the conditioos of sale. The pnr. 
chaser vas required to erect, within a limited time, a brick store with hammered stone front, 
(granite piers) in strict conformity with a plan drawn by Mr. Alex. Parris. This plan re- 
quired that the stores should be four stories high, with a slated roof, and a cellar water- 
tight The height of the first and second story Is 8 ft. 6 inches : the 3d story is 8 ft. 9 in. and 
the 4tb Is 6 ft. 6 inches, in the clear. The windows in the 3d story are arcbed : the others 
are square. The blocks measure about 530 ft. in length, from Mercbants-row to the street at 
the east end of the Market-house. 

t The population of Boston, according to the census of tB2(^ stood thus : 
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CHAPTER LXIV. 



" The Hero lialh come in the eve of his day, 

To Uie land where he planted the tree of his glory/' 



We have omitted to notice the display of porrip and cere- 
mony, in which the people of Boston exhibited their devotion 
to President Washington, when he visited the town in 1789, 
(Oct. 24,) and the similar display which took place on the 
visit of President Monroe, July 2, 1817. Both these events 
called forth a burst; of patriotic feeling, of which it is pleasant 
to cherish the recollection. , But the splendour of that display 
has been surpassed, and the height of that feeling has been, if 
possible, more than equalled by the reception of General La 
Fayette, and the ceremony of laying the corner-stone of the 
monument on Bupker Hill. 

Lafayette arrived at New York on the 16th of August, 
1824, where he was welcomed in a manner becoming his own 
character and that of the people whom he had come to visit : 
and the people of Boston gladly heard of his determination to 
proceed immediately hither, in season to attend the exercises 
of commencement, at Cambridge. On the evening of Mon- 
day, August 24th, he reached the residence of Gov. Eustis, in 
Roxbury, and the next morning entered the city. 

At an early hour, a cavalcade of 800 citizens waited to es- 
cort him to the town line, where the Mayor and Aldermen and 
Common Council, with a committee of arrangements, were in 
readiness to receive him. A military escort consisting of a 
corps of Light Dragoons and a battalion of Light Infantry 
were also stationed there. On the arrival of General Lafay- 
ette at the line, the Mayor of City, in the name of the City 
Government and of the citizens of Boston, bade him welcome, 
in an appropriate address, to which the General replied, as 
follows : 

To the Mayor and People of Boston : 

' The emotions of love and gratitude, which I have been accustomed to 
feel on my entering this dty, have ever mingled with a sense of religions 
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reverence for the Cradle of Aoierican, and, let us hope it w^ll be hereafter 
said, of universal liberty. 

' What must be, sir, my feelings at the blessed moment when after so 
long an absence, I feel myself again surrounded by the good cirizens of Bos- 
ton, where I am so affectionately, so honourably welcomed, not only by old 
friends, but by several successive generations ; where I can wilnesrs the 
prosperity, the immense improvements, that have been the just rewaid of a 
noble struggle, virtuous morals, and truly republican institutions. 

' I beg of you, Mr. Mayor, gentlemen of the City Council, and all of you, 
beloved citizens of Boston, to accept the respectful and warm thanks of a 
heart which has for nearly half a century been particularly devoted to your 
Illuatrioua City.' < ' 

The Mayor then entered the barouche of the General, 
which was drawn by four white horses, and the procession 
began to move towards the town about 1 1 o'clock. It passed 
through Washington, Milk, Broad, State, Court and Common 
streets to Bpylston-street, and entered the Common near the 
south end of the Mall. From this point towards Park-street, 
the children of the public schools of both sexes were extend- 
ed in two lines, neatly clad and under the direction of their 
instructers. Between these lines the procession of carriages 
passed to Park-street mall, where the military part of the es- 
cort was drawn up and the General passed them in review, 
as he went towards the State House. Here he was received 
and again welomed, in the name of the State, by -His Ex- 
cellency Gov. Eustis. He was thence conducted to the 
residence provided for him, at the corner of Beacon and Park 
streets. 

' The appearance of the entire of this truly grand proces- 
sion was august and imposing. As it passed, Lafayette ! La- 
fayette ! sprang from the voice of multitudes that rolled on, 
and on, like wave after wave of the ocean. Lafayette beat 
in every heart ; Lafayette glowed on every cheek ; Lafayette 
glistened in every swimming eye ; every tongue vibrated 
Lafayette. The whole city and country appeard to have 
arrayed themselves in all their glory, and beauty, and 
strength, at once to witness and adorn the majesty of the 
spectacle.' 

During the General's stay the popular excitement was con- 
stant and increasing ; every thing gave way to the desire of 
seeing Lafayette, and every means was taken to demonstrate 
the joy which his arrival had produced, and to manifest the 
respect which every individual cherished towards him. He 
left Boston, with the intention, if possible, to prolong his stay 
in America, until the seventeenth day of the succeeding June, 
in order to be present at the laying of the corner stone of the 
Bunker Hill monument ; and he was here on that day ; • it is 
not necessary to say, indeed it cannot be said, how much his 
presence added to the interest and pleasure of the occasion.' 

The day was temperate and fair, and all the arrangements 
made to honour it were executed with punctuality and good 
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order. A procession was formed, about half past 10 A. M. 
near the Slate house.under the direction of Brig. Gen. Theo- 
dore Lyman Jr. The military escort was composed of 16 
companies, and a corps of cavalry, ail volunteers and in full 
uniform. Next to them followed the Survivors of the Battle, 
about 40 in number, and after them about 200 other Revolu- 
tionary officers and soldiers each wearing an appropriate 
badge : then the subscribers to the Monument, in columns 
six deep, all wearing the badge of the B. H. M. Association. 
The Masonick fraternity succeeded. This section of the pro- 
cession was very splendid, and numbered at least 2000 mem- 
bers, all with their jewels and regalia. The President and 
-officers of the Association, the chaplains and committees fol- 
lowed. General Lafayette in a coach and four came next, 
accompanied by Gen. Lallemand, and followed by a carriage 
in which were the General's son and suite. The Governour 
and State officers, distinguished persons from the different 
states, officers of the army, navy and militia, in uniform, and a 
large body of private citizens closed the procession. 

In this order the whole moved through Park, Common, 
School, Washington, Union, Hanover and Prince streets to 
Charles River Bridge, and thence through the Main, 
Green, and High streets, in Charlestown, to the Monumental 
square. The front of the procession had nearly reached the 
bridge when the rear of it left the Common. Arrived at the 
spot intended for the monument, (which is a little to the east 
of the site of the monument to Warren,) the procession formed 
in squares around it ; and the stone, being squared, levelled 
and plumbed by the Grand Master, the General, and the Hon. 
Daniel Webster, (president of the association,) was declared 
in due form to be true and proper, and the ceremonies closed 
with the customary religious services. Cheers from the muK 
titude of witnesses, and salutes from Bunker's and Copp's hills 
announced the moment of the fact to the thousands who could 
not be gratified with the sight of it. 

' The procession then moved to an amphitheatrical area, 
where preparations had been made, on a most ample scale, 
for the accommodation of the auditors of the Address of the 
President of the Association. They included a large portion 
of the north-eastern declivity of the battle hill. On each 
side of the bower, seats with awnings had been prepared, and 
were filled by over one thousand ladies, from all parts of the 
Union. In the centre of the base, a rural arch and bower, 
surmounted by the American Eagle, was formed for the gov- 
ernment of the Association and some of the guests, in front 
of which, after the venerable Mr. Thaxter had addressed the 
Throne of Grace, the Orator, sub calo, pronounced an Address, 
which none but its author is capable of doing justice to in a 
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summary, and which will be read with a pleasure equalled 
only by that which electrified the vast assemblage who listen- 
ed to it for nearly one hour and a.quarter. It is enough for 
us to say, that it was in every particular worthy of the celeb- 
rity of the orator, and that his address to the silver-headed 
worthies of the Revolution, and to the distinguished Guest of 
the Nation, filled every heart with transport.' 

After the close of the Address the company repaired to 
Bunker's Hill, where a sumptuous entertainment was provided, 
at which more than four thousand persons partook. The 
guests separated at a seasonable hour, and the festivities of 
the occasion terminated with a private party at the residence 
of a distinguished citizen. 



CHAPTER LXV. 

Sicut patribus sit Deus nobis. — City Seal^ 
And as tliou wast our fathers' God, be ours. 

Several religious societies have been organized in Boston, 
since the acceptance of the city charter. After the 
Essex street church, first so called, removed to Boylston hall, 
(p. 346) a minority of that body continued to maintain wor- 
ship in the Essex st. house. On the 22d of March, 1822, they 
requested ' a regular dismission from the majority' for the 
purpose of being formed into a regular church. This they 
received on the 5th of April, and on the 10th of June follow- 
ing, ten of their number, with two members of another church, 
were embodied according to the custom of Congregational 
churches. Having received an accession of members from 
the Old South and Park st. churches and one from Braintree, 
this body adopted the name by which it is now known, of 
Union Church, on the Si6th of August, 1822, and on the 26th 
of March, 1823, the Rev. Samuel Green was installed as their 
pastor. 

The Corner stone of the Third Univcrsalist meeting house 
was laid October, 7, 1822. A silver plate was as usual de- 
posited beneath it, on which the following was the principal 
inscription : 

" He that huilt and sustains all things is Jehovah — ^Thi> House devoted to tlie worship of 
Almighty God, and to the proniulgation of bis great salvation through Jesus Christ, the chief 
corner stone, was commenced and this stone laid, October 7th, In thAyear of our Lord, 1823, 
of the independence of the United States the 46th, and of the Institution of the City of Boston 
the First" 
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The hoi)se was dedicated in the *forenoon of the 7th of 
May, 1823, and in the afternoon, the Rev. Paul Dean, having 
recently dissolved his connection with the First Universalist 
church, was installed as pastor of the new society. This 
edifice is situated at the corner of Bulfinch street and Bul- 
finch place. Its dimensions are 74 by 70 feet, and 35 high 
above the base. It is a brick building and has two towers, 
one for the accommodation of the bell and the other for 
symmetry. 

In February, 1823, the Rev. Prince Hawes commenced 
preaching to a small congregation at South Boston. In the 
spring of that year, one of the members at his own expense 
erected a hall for their accommodation. On the 10th of 
December a church was organized by the name of the Evan- 
gelical Congregational Church, consisting of 13 members. 
Mr. Hawes was installed pastor of this church April 28, 1824. 
The hall in which this society assembled became so crowded 
that it was desirable they should be provided with a more 
convenient place for publick worship. Benevolent individu- 
als subscribed for the purpose, and they have built a house 
of brick, 70 ft. by 50, every way commodious, but without 
galleries, except atone of the ends. The house was dedicat- 
ed on the 9th of March, 1825. 

The church that worships in the house in Chambers st. was 
the sixteenth Congregational church formed in Boston, and is 
the thirteenth in order of those now existing, but the proprie- 
tors are incorporated under the title of ' The Twelfth Congre- 
gational Society in the City of Boston.' The following 
statement of the leading facts connected with its early history 
is gathered from a memoir appended to Rev. Dr. Lowell's 
sermon at the ordination of the first pastor. In the year 
1823, several gentlemen conferred together on the apparent 
want of a new house of worship for the accommodation of 
the increasing population of the western section of the city. 
It was ascertained that the Rev. Dr. Lowell's, the only Con- 
gregational society in that part of the city, comprised at that 
time about 350 families, and that many in the neighbourhojsd 
could not obtain suitable accommodations within a convenient 
distance. In view of these circumstances, a plan was origi- 
nated for the erection of a new church, and in the course of a 
few weeks, 230 shares were subscribed by ninety persons. 
In January, 1824, an act of incorporation was obtained. The 
corner stone of the new house was laid on the 10th of May. 
The dedication took place October 13th : Rev. Jno. G. 
Palfrey preached on the occasion, from Matt. xvi. 3. On the 
19th of December, Mr. Samuel Barrett, from the Theological 
school at Cambridge, was invited by the society to become 
their pastor. January 28, 1825, a church was constituted 
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from the members of the society, and on the 9th of February 
Mr. Barrett was ordained. 

The Methodist society erected a house of worship at South 
Boston in the course of the year 1824. It was dedicated 
January 22, 1825. By the regulations of this denomination 
their clergymen are stationed in Boston, only for two succes- 
sive years : this arrangement has given to the societies here 
the labours of about 35 different clergymen in the course of 
thirty -five years. 

The Trinitarian church in Hanover street was brought 
forward by members of the Old South, Park street and Union 
churches. The corner stone of their edifice was laid June 
20, 1825, in the presence of numerous spectators. A church 
was organized July 1 8th, consisting of thirty-three mem- 
bers, part from each of the abovenamed churches. They 
were formally recognized by the name of Hanover Church 
at a publick meeting in Park street on the succeeding day. The 
walls of this building are of rough granite, 70 feet on the 
street by 71 in depth, and about 40 ft. high : tower 28 ft. 
square and about 68 high. The height of walls will be ac- 
counted for, when it is remarked that a basement story, 10 
feet in the clear, will occupy the whole extent of the ground ; 
the front part being designed for the Missionary rooms of the 
American Board, and the rest for a spacious vestry. The 
meeting house in Sea street is built on a similar plan,the low- 
er story being designed for tenants. 

A new Unitarian meeting house is also in a state of forward- 
ness. It is to be built of stone, and is situated in Purchase 
street. The cornerstone was laid, September 7th, 1825, with 
appropriate services, in the presence of about 300 persons. 
An account of the origin of this undertaking was read by 
Rev. Alexander Young. A fervent prayer was next ofiered 
by Rev. Dr. Lowell. — The inscription on the silver plate 
to be deposited under the Stone, was read by Mr. Young. — 
The Chairman of the Building Committee, John Cotton, Esq. 
then deposited the box containing the plate, and other ar- 
ticles ; and the stone being duly laid. Rev. Henry Ware Jr. 
delivered an impressive address commencing with these words, 
■" Except the Lord build the House, they labour in vain that 
build it." 

There are also three other meetings regularly maintained 
at the present time ; one in Charter street by Trinitarian con- 
gregationalists ; one in Purchase street by Baptists : and the 
other by Methodists at the corner of Castle and Washington 
streets ; so that the present number of worshipping assemblies 
in the city is thirty-five. 
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Dedi£ation. 


MinUtera, 


ScHlcmtnt, 


1. New Brick. 


Brick. 


Steeple. 


May 10, 1721. 


Henry Ware, Juil 


Jan. 1, ISIT 


3. Chriil Chuich. 


Brick. 


Steeple. 


Dec. 29, 1723. 


Asa Eaton, 


Oct. 23, 1803 


S. Old South. 


Brick. 


Steeple. 


Apr. 26, 1730w 


B. B. Wisner, 


Feb. 21, 1821 


4. Trinity. 


Wood. 


Plain. 


Aug. 15, 1735. 


J. S. J. Gardiner, 


Apr. 12, 1792 


S. l.Univeraa]. 


Wood. 


Plain. 


1742. 


S. Streeter, 


May 13,1824 


6. King's Chapel. 


Stone. 


Tower. 


Aug. 21, 1754. 


t James Freeman, Oct. 20, 1782 
} F.W.P.(}reenwood,Aug, 29, 1824 


7. 1. Baptist. 


Wood, 


Plain. 


Dec. 22, 1771. 


C. P. Grosveoor, 


Jan. 24, 1827 


S. Braltle-street. 


Brick. 


Tower. 


July 25, 1773. 


J. G. Palfrey, 


June 17,1818 


9. 1. Mr-thotiist. 


Wood. 


Plain. 


May 15, 1796. 


J.N.MaHit, 


1827 


la 1. Catholic. 


Brick. 


Cupola. 


Sept. 29, 1803. 


Benedict Fenwick, 


Nov, 1,1825 


11. New North. 


Brick. 


Cupola. 


May 2, 1804. 


F. Parkman, 


Dec. 8, 1813 


12. 2. Methodist. 


Brick, 


Plain. 


NOT. 19, 1806. 


Jos. A. Merrill, 


1826 


13. Lyode-street. 


Brick. 


Cupola. 


Not, 27, 1806. 


Charles lowell, 


Jan. 1, 1806 


14. African Baptist. 


Brick. 


Plain. 


Dee. 4, 1806. 


Thomas Paul, 


Dec. 4, 1806 


15. 3. Baptist. 


Brick. 


Cupola, 


Aug. 5, 1807. 


Daniel Sharp, 


April 29, 1812 


l6. ChauDcy-place. 


Brick. 


Cupola. 


July 21, 1808. 


N. L. Frothingham, 


Mar. 15, 1815 


17. Federal-street. 


Brick. 


Steeple. 


Nov. 23, 1809. 


5 W. E. Channing, 
( E. S. Gannett, 


June 1, 1803 
June 30, 1824 


18. Park-streel. 


Brick. 


Steeple. 


Jan. 10, 1810. 


Edward Beecher, 


Dec. 27, 132S 


19. 2. Baptist. 


Brick. 


Tower. 


Jan. 1, 1811. 


James D. Knowles, 


Dec. 28, 1825 


20. Hollis-street. 


Brick. 


Steeple, 


Jan. 31, 1811. 


John Pierpont, 


Apr. 14, 1819 


21. New South. 


Stone. 


Steeple. 


Dec. 29, 1814. 


Alex. Young, Jun. 


Jan. 19,1825 


22. 2. Universal. 


Brick. 


Plain. 


Oct. 16, 1817. 


Hosea Ballou, 


Dec. 25, 181T 


S3. St. Matthew's.. 


Brick. 


Cupola. 


June 24, 1818. 


J. L. Blake, 


June, 1824 


24 2. Roman C. 


Brick. 


Gothic. 


1819. 


Patrick Byrne, 




25. Essex-street. 


Brick. 


Steeple. 


Dec. 15, 1819. 


S. Green, 


Mar. 27, 182S 


26. SL Paiil'a. 


Stone. 


Plain. 


June 30, 1320. 


Alonzo Potter, 


Aug. 29, 1826 


27. Butolph-street. 


Brick. 


Plain. 


July 5, 1821. 






28. 3. Coiversal. 


Brick. 


2 Cupolas. 


May 7, 1823. 


Paul Dean, 


May 7, 1823 


29. Chamber-street. 


Brick. 


Plain. 


Oct 13, 1824. 


Samuel Barrett, 


Feh. 9, 182S 


SO. 1. Alrican Melfa. Brick. 


Plain. 


Oct. 24,1824. 


Samuel Snowdeu, 


1818 


31. S. Boston lileth. 


Brick. 


Plain. 


Jan. 22, 1825. 






32. S. Bosfon Cong. 


Brick. 


Cupola. 


Mar. 9, 1825. 


Joy H. Faarchild, 


Nov. 22, 1827 


38. Sea-stfeel. 


Brick. 


Plain. 


Dec. 29, 1825. 






34. HaiiOverChurch 


. Stone. 


Tower. 


Mar. 1, 1826. 


Lyman Beecher, 


Mar. 22, 1826 


35. Purchase-street. 


Stone. 


Cupola. 


Aug. 24, 1826. 


George Ripley, 


Nov. 8, 1826 


36. Oreen-slreet. 


Brick. 


Cupola. 


Nov. 1, 1826. 


William Jenks, 


Nov. 1, 1826 


37. 4. Baptfat 


Brick. 


Cupola. 


July 18, 1827. 


Howard Malcom, 




38. South Trinitarian. Brick. 


Cupola. 








39. Presbyterian. 


Brick. 


Cupola. 




James Saliine, 


Nov. 26, 1823 


j40. Salem Church. 


Brick. 


Cupola. 




Justin Edwards, 




41. South Unitarian 


1. Brick. 


Cupola. 








■& 2. African Meth. \fooA. 






Jamea Lee, 


Mar. IS, 1826 


50 
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CHAPTER LXVI. 

*'Lo '. vales that Ifiein with fruiti, roinaiitir htlk, 
(Oil ! and these hills uphold afreehidii rAce,) 
Whereon to g^xe, the e^e witli joyaunce fills-'* 

We include in our map of Boston and its environs, some 
ipart of each of the towns of Dorchester, Roxbury, Brookline, 
Brighton. Cambridge, Watertown, Charleslown, and Chelsea.. 

Dorchester is a very pleasant town about 4 1-2 miles south 
from Boston, measuring from the centre of each town. At 
present it contains about 8000 acres, including Thompson's 
Island and Moon Island. The soil is generally rich and high* 
ly cultivated. The roads are numerous and crooked, but 
' mostly level and kept in good repair. Many fine country 
seats and substantial farm-houses are thickly arranged on their 
sides. The population amounts to 3684. They have a 
town house, 3 congregational meeting houses, and one for 
methodists. Savin Hill in this town is a place of considerable 
resort, and the peninsula of Squantum is famous for its yearly 
Feast of Shells. 

RoxBURr, adjoining Dorchester on the west, has a popula- 
tion of 4135. The portion of the town next to Boston is 
thickly settled and forms a handsome village. Here are three 
meeting houses, within a few rods of each other. There are 
two other churches in different parts of the town. The west 
part of the town, Jamaica plains, is a delightful spot, ornament- 
ed with elegant country seats and well cultivated gardens. 
The pond which supplies the Boston aqueduct lies in that 
quarter.* 

Brookline, next to Roxbury on the west, was formerly 
considered part of Boston. This town contains about 4400 
acres of land. Several gentlemen of Boston have their couti- 
try seats here. The number of inhabitants by the last census 
was 900. This town lies on the west of the bay, and its hills 
and wood lands form a pleasing portion of the scenery in the 
view from Boston common. In a direct line, Brookline is 
four miles from the city. 

* The proprietors of the Bostna Aqueduct were incorporated to bring water ia subterranean pipes 
from Jamaica Pond in Roxbury to tlie town of Boston, by an Act of the Legislature, passed Febru- 
ary 27, 1795. Said Pond ia about four miles from Boston, and there are four main logs trum the 
pond, to and through most of the principal streets. The four main logs, and all the branches c^tn- 
uectcd with them, amount to about forty miles in length. There are generally abvui ei^ht hundred 
families supplied witi^ water Irrmt the Aqueduct 
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Brighton was formerly part of the town of Cambridge and 
known by the name of Little Cambridge. It lies between 
C. and Brookline. A cattle fair was commenced here during 
the revolutionary war and has been increasing in importance 
ever since. Most of the cattle for the supply of Boston mar- 
ket are brought in droves lo this place; often from 2 to 8000 
a week : every Monday is the fair day, when the dealers in 
provisions resort thither to make their purchases. Once a 
year, in the month of October, the Mass. Agricultural Socie- 
ty encourage a Cattle Show and. exhibition of Manufactures, 
by the offer and award of premiums, for the best ariimals, 
products or articles of specified descriptions, produced in any 
part of this state. Brighton numbers 702 inhabitants. 

Watertown. The village of Watertown is a flourishing 
neigjibourhood : it is the seat of several extensive manufacto- 
ries. The United States have an arsenal established in this 
town. Fresh Pond, a place of genteel resort, five miles from 
Boston, lies partly within this town and partly in Cambridge. 

Cambridge is celebrated as the seat of Harvard College. 
This institution was founded in the year 1636,* and received 
its name from the Rev. John Harvard of Charlestown, who 
made the first great donation to its funds. Since that the ben- 
efactors of this institution have been numerous and liberal. 
The income of the College for the year 1824, arising from 
various permanent sources (i. e. exclusive of receipts' from 
students and graduates) amounted' to J22244, 74 cts. The 
expenditures during the same year amounted to ^-44841, 36 cts. 
principally in paytneilt of salaries. The College buildings 
are situated on a delightful plain, three miles from Boston.? 
They are, University Hall, which is built of granite, 140 by 
SO ft, on the ground, and 42 ft. high : Harvard, Massachu- 
setts, HoUis, Stoughton and Holworthy haljs, and Holden 
chapel are all of brick : these buildings all stand within the 
enclosure of the College fence. (See plate, p. 81.) Besides 
these there are a new stone building lately erected and 3 Col- 
lege-houses occupied by students, the President's house, and 



* Colony Records, Oct. 25, 1636, contain the first notice of the College, towards which 
the Court makes a grant of 400/. to be paid when the work is finished — the Court to regu- 
late the place and building. — Nor. 2, 1637, it is ordered.that the College be at Newtown. — 
May, 1638, the name of Newtown was altered and itwas calledCambridge. — First Com- 
mencement, 1642. 

t Tkc MasaachusetU Medioal Colhgt is situated in Mason street, near the Boston Common 
and Mall. The building is brick, 88 feet in length, and 43 in its greatest breadth. Its figure 
h oblong with a pediment in front, and an octagonal centre rising above the roof, and also 
forming a three sided projection in the rearof the building. This is surmounted by adoip^, 
With a. skylight and balustrade giving an appearance of elegance to the neatness and fit 
proportions of the building. 



388 HISTOKY OF BOSTON. 

those of several of the professors, and the Medical College in 
Boston, all which belong to the University. The number 
of alumni, down to the last Wednesday of August, 1826, has 
been 4828. The present number of undergraduates is 234. 

Cambridge contains 3296 inhabitants : it has a court house, 
jail, state arsenal, and 6 houses of publick worship. There 
are three principal villages, Lechmere's point, Cambridge- 
port, and the neighbourhood of the Colleges. 

Charlestown is a town of singular shape extending in a 
northwesterly direction from Boston harbour, about nine miles 
in length and not averaging a breadth of one mile, and in 
some parts it is not a quarter of a mile in width. The com- 
pact or thickly settled part of the town is situated on a penin- 
sula next to Boston, which is about 1^ mile in length, and | of 
a mile in breadth, and is laid out in regular streets. 

Charlestown contains a population of 6591. It has 5 
houses of publick worship, a spacious alms house, and a hand- 
some market house. It is a port of entry in conjunction with 
Boston ; Bunker Hill Bank is recently established here. 
Besides Charlestown and Prison point bridges, which con- 
nect tbis town wi(h Boston, there is Chelsea Bridge on the 
Salem turnpike, and Maiden Bridge, both over the Mystick 
river. Breed's hill, and Bunker hill lie within this peninsula : 
the former is 62 feet in height, the latter 110 feet. The 
U. S. Navy-yard consists of ^ about 60 acres of land, on 
which are built a large brick warehouse, several arsenals, 
magazines for various kinds of stores, a large brick mansion 
house for the superintending officer, and a marine hospital. 
The State Prison is at the west end of the town, and is built 
of granite, 200 feet by 44, of 5 stories. The prison yard is 
500 feet by 400, enclosed by a wall 1 6 feet high. The Mas- 
sachusetts Insane Hospital is delightfully situated upon Pleas- 
ant hill, on the west side of the town. It has an elegant bouse 
for the superintendant, with 2 buildings, one on each side, 
handsomely built of brick, 3 stories high. 

Chelsea is situated on the north side of Boston harbour 
and Mystick river, and on the west of Lynn bay: much of 
the land is low marsh or fen. The surface of the body of 
the town is broken into small eminences, the highest of which 
is Powder-Horn Hill, 220 feet above the sea. The settle- 
ments are thinly scattered over the town : the number of 
inhabitants is 642. Chelsea anciently was considered a part 
of Boston, and has always been connected with it as part of 
the county of Suffolk. By the law which established t^e 
City Police Court, the people of Chelsea are exempted from 
county taxes and deprived of their voice in county concerns. 
They have one meeting house occupied by a congregational 
church. 
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INDIAN QUITCLAIM. 

To all to whom these presents shall come, 
I, Charles Josias, alias Josias Wampatuck, son and beir of Josias Wampa- 
tuck Sachem of the ladiaas inhabiting the Massachusetts in New-England, 
and grandson of Chickatabut, the former Sachem, send greeting, Fosashoch 
as I am informed, and well assured from several antient Indians, as well those 
of my council as others, that upon the first coming of the English to sit down 
and settle in these parts of New England, my above named grandfather, 
Chickatabut, by and with the advice of his council, for encouragement thereof 
moving, did give, grant, sell, alienate, and confirm unto the English planters 
and settlers, respectively and to their several and respective heirs and assigns 
forever all that neck, tract or parcel of land, lying and being within the Mas- 
sachusetts colony, in order to their settling and building a town there, now 
known by the name of Boston, as it is environed and compassed by the sea, or 
salt water, on the northerly, easterly, and westerly sides, and by the line of 
the town of Roxbury on the southerly side, with all the rivers, harbours, bays, 
creeks, coves, flats and appurtenances thereunto belonging, as also several 
other outlands belonging to the said town on the northerly and easterly sides 
of Charles river, and the Island called Deer Island lying about two leagues 
easterly from the said town of Boston between Pudding point Gut and the 
Broad Sound, so called, said island containing one hundred and sixty or 200 
acres of land, more or less, with the privileges and appurtenances thereunto 
belonging, which said neck and land have since been distributed and granted 
out among themselves into particular allotments and other conveniences, and 
given, alienated, and transferred to and from one another, having been peacea- 
bly and quietly possessed, used, occupied and enjoyed, for the space of about 
fifty and five years last past, by the said first grantees, their heirs, successors 
and assigns, and now stand quietly and peaceably possessed thereof at this day. 
Wherefore, I Charles JosiaS; alias Josias Wampatuck, Sachem, and William 
Hahaton,Ro1}ert Momentauge, and Ahawton, senior, my counsellors, (by and 
with the allowance and advice of William Steughton and Joseph Dudley, Es- 
quires, my prochain amys and guardians) as well for the reasons and con- 
siderations abovementioned as for and in consideration of a valuable sum of 
money to me and them in hand paid by Elisha Cook, Elisha Hutchinson, 
Esquires, Messrs. Samuel Shrimpton, John Joylifie, Simon Lynde, John Safiin, 
Edward Willis, Daniel Turell, senior, Henry Allen, John Fayerweather, Tim- 
•thy Prout, senior, and Theopbilus Frarey, of Boston aforesaid, for and in be- 
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half of themselves and the rest of the proprietated inhabitants of the town of 
Boston abovesaid, the receipt of which said sum of money as full and lawful 
consideration we do hereby acknowledge to have received, and thereof, and 
of every part and parcel thereof, do fully acquit and discharge the said Elisha 
Cooke, Elisha Hutchinson, Samuel Sbrimpton, John Joylifie, Simon Lynde, 
John Saffin, £dward Willis, Daniel Turell, senior, Henry Allen, John Fayer- 
weather, Timo. Prout, senior, and Tbeophilus Frarye, and every of them, their 
and every of their heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns forever, by 
these presents have and hereby do for the further confirmation and ratification 
of the said gift, grant, bargain or sale of the said grand Sachem, Chickatabut, 
fully freely and willingly approve, ratify, establish, enfeoff and confirm the 
same and do also fully and absolutely remise, release and forever quitclaim 
unto the said Elisha Cooke, Elisha Hutchinson, Samuel Shrimpton, John Joy- 
liffe, Simon Lynde, John Saffin, Edward Willis, Daniel Turell, senior, Henry 
Allen, John Fayerweather, Timo. Frout, senior, and Tbeophilus Frarye, their 
heirs and assigns respectively forever, so far as their own several and respec- 
tive rights and interests are or may be: And further for and in behalf of the rest 
of the proprietated inhabitants of said town of Boston and precincts thereof, 
severally and their several and respective heirs and assigns forever, according 
to the several interests, rights, titles and property, which each person respec- 
tively hath right unts and standeth now seized and possessed of all the afore- 
said neck and tract of land now called and known by the name of the town of 
Boston, and all other lands whatsoever with the said township and precincts 
thereof easterly and southerly of and from Charles River, with all and every 
the housing, buildings and improvements thereupon and on every part and 
parcel thereof, and the Island aforesaid called Deer Island and the buildings 
thereon, with all harbours, streams, coves, fiats, waters, rivers, immunities, 
rights, benefits, advantages, liberties, privileges, hereditaments and appurte- 
nances whatsoever to all and every the aforementioned premises belonging, or 
in any manner or wise appertaining, or therewith heretofore or now used, oc- 
cupied or enjoyed, also all the estate, right, title, interest, property, claim and 
demand of me the said Charles Josias, alias Wampatuck, and of all and every 
my beforenamed counsellors, of, in and to the same and every part, parcel or 
member thereof : 

To have and to hold all and singular the abovementioned land, premises and 
appurtenances and every part and parcel thereof unto them the said Elisha 
Cooke, Elisha Hutchinson, Samuel Shrimpton, John Joylifie, Simon Lynde, 
John Saffin, Edward Willis, Daniel Turell, senior, Henry Allen, John Fayer- 
weather, Timo, Frout, senior, and Tbeophilus Frarye, their heirs and assigns 
respectively forever, for and in behalf of themselves so far as their own several 
and respective rights are or may be therein. And further for and in behalf of 
the several and respective proprietated inhabitants of the said town and pre- 
cincts thereof, their several and respective heirs and assigns forever according 
to their interest, title and propriety, which each person hath or may have just 
right unto and standeth now seized and possessed of, and to their only proper 
use and benefit and behoof forever, freely, peaceably and quietly, without any 
manner of reclaim, challenge or contradiction of me, the said Charles Josias, 
alias Wampatuck, and ray above named counsellors or either or any of us, 
or either or any of our heirs, executors, administrators or assigns, and without 
any accompt, reckoning, answer, sum or sums of money in time to come to be 
made, yielded, paid or done, so that neither I, the said Charles Josias, alias 



APPENDIX. 391 

Wampatuck,my counsellors, our or either of our heirs, executors nor any others 
by, from or under me, us or them or aoy of them, shall or will by any ways or 
means hereafter have, ask, or claim, challenge or demaind any estate, right, 
title or interest, of, in or to the premises or any part or parcel thereof, but are 
and shall be utterly excluded and for ever debarred from the same by virtue 
of these presents; and I the said Charles Josias alias Warapatuck and counsel- 
lors aforesaid for us and every of us, our and every of our heirs, executors, ad- 
ministrators and successors respectively do hereby covenant, promise, grant 
and oblige unto the aforenamed grantees, their heirs, executors, administra- 
tors and assigns by these presents to warrant, maintain and defend the afore- 
mentioned premises and all and every part and parcel thereof unto them the 
said grantees, their heirs and assigns forever as aforesaid, for and in behalf of 
themselves and others the proprietated inhabitants according to their respective 
rights and interest, against all and every person and persons whomsoever law- 
fully claiming or demanding the same or any part or parcel thereof, and at 
any time or times hereafter, upon demand, to give and pass more full and am- 
ple release, confirmation and assurance of all and every the said premises un- 
to the said grantees, their heirs and assigns to the uses aforesaid, and to do 
and perform^ any other act or acts, device or devices in the law necessary or 
requisite thereunto, as in law or equity can or may be devised, advised or re- 
quired. In witness whereof, I said Charles Josias alias Warapatuck, William 
Hahaton, Robert Momentauge and Ahawton, senior my counsellors, 

have hereunto set our hands and seals the 19th day of March A. D. 1684 — 5 
Annoque Ri. Ris. Carol! Secundi Angliae, &c. xxxvii. 

Charles Josias /^ (l. s.) 

Mawton Sent. Jg^ (l. s.) 

Willm. Hahaton (l. s.) 

Robert 8 Momentauge. (l. s.) 
Signed, sealed and delivered in presence of us, 

William WilUams, E. Vydt. . 

Charles Josias and Wm. Ahawton jr. in behalf of himself and his father 
Ahawton, Indians, acknowledged the abovesaid writing to be their voluntary 
act and deed, March 19trt, 1684 — 5. Coram James Russell, Assistant. 

We underwritten prochain amys and guardians to Charles Josias sachem of 
the MassachusettSjdo consent and approve of the abovesaid confitmation of title 
and release of claim. William Stoughtori, Joseph Dudley. 

David, Son and heir of Sagamore George and in his right having i nme claim 
to Deer Island, doth hereby for just consideration relinquish his right to the" 
town of Boston of all his right and claim thereto, and consents to the abovesaid 
deed of sate, as w'itness his hand and seal Q, In presence of us 

William Williams, Benja. Dowse. 

Feb. T, 1708. Received and accordingly entered and examined per 

Mdington Davenport, Register. 

No. 11. Page 78. 
From Welde's Short Story of the Mntinomians, ^c. — Ed. 1692, p. 23. 

'We whose names are under written (have diligently observed this honoura- 
ble Court's proceedings against our dear and reverend brother in Christ, Mr. 
Wheel, now under censure of the Court for the truth of Christ) we do humbly 
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beseech this honourable Court to accept this remonstrance anci petition of 
ours, in all dup submission tendered to your worships. For first, whereas our 
beloved brother Mr. W. is censured for contempt, by the greater part of this 
honoured Court, we desire your norships to consider the sincere intention of 
our brother to promote your end in the day of fast : for whereas we do per- 
ceive your principal intention the day of fast looked chiefly at the public 
peace of the churches, our reverend brother did to his best strength and as the 
Lord assisted him labour to promote your end, and therefore endeavoured to 
draw us nearer unto Christ the head of our union, that so we might be estab- 
lished in peace, which we conceive to be the true way, sanctified of God, to 
obtain your end, and therefore deserves no such censure, as we conceive. 

Secondly, Whereas our dear brother is censured of sedition, we beseech 
your worships to consider that either the person condemned must be culpable 
of some seditious fact, or his doctrine must be seditious, or must breed sedition 
in the hearts of his hearers, or else we know not upon what grounds he could 
be censured. Now to the first, we have not heard any that have witnessed 
against ou^ brother for any seditious fact. Secondly, neither was the doctrine 
itself, being no other but the very expressions of the Holy Ghost himself, and 
therefore cannot justly be branded with sedition. Thirdly, if you look at the 
efi°ects of his doctrine upon the hearers, it hath not stirred up sedition in us, 
not so much as by accident : we have not drawn the sword, as sometimes Peter 
did rashly ,neither have we rescued our innocent brother,^s sometimes the Israel- 
ites did Jonathan, and yet they did not seditiously. The covenant of free 
grace, held forth by our brother, hath taught us rather to become humble 
suppliants to your Worships, and if we should not prevail, we would rather 
with patience give our cheeks to the miters. Since therefore the teacher, the 
doctrine and the hearers be most free from sedition (as we conceive) we hum- 
bly beseech you in the name of the L. J. C. your Judge and ours, and for the 
honour of this Court and the proceedings thereof, that you will be pleased 
either to make it appear to us and all the world, to whom the knowledge 
of all these things will come, wherein the sedition lies, or else acquit our broth- 
er of such a censure. 

Farther we beseech you remember the old method of Satan, the ancient 
enemy of free grace, in all ages orthe churches, who hath raised up such 
calumnies against the faithful prophets of God; Elija was called the troubler of 
Israel, 1 Kings, xviii. 17,18. Amos was charged for conspiracy, Amos, vii. 10. 
Paul was counted a pestilent fellow, or mover of sedition, and a ringleader of 
a sect, Acts, xxiv. 5. and Christ himself as well as Paul was charged to be a 
teacher of new doctrine, Mark, i. 27. Acts, xvii, 19. Now we beseech you con- 
sider, whether that old Serpent work not after his old method, even in our days. 

Farther we beseech you consider the danger of meddling against the proph- 
ets of God. Ps. cv. 14, 15. for what ye do unto them, the L. J. takes as done 
unto himself : if you hurt any of his members, the head is very sensible of it, 
for so saith the Lord of Hosts, He that toucheth you, toucheth the apple ,of mine 
eye, Zech. ii. 8. And better a mill stone were hanged about our necks, and 
that we were cast into the sea, than that we should offend any of these little 
ones which believe on him, Matt, xviii. 6. 

And lastly we beseech you consider, how you should stand in relation to us, 
as nursing fathers, which give us encouragement to promote our humble re- 
quests to you, or e)se we would say with the prophet, Isa. xxii. 4. Look from 
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me that X may weep bitterly, Lahournot to coifi/ortme, fyc. oraa Jer. ix. 2. 
O that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of a way-faring man. 

And thus have we made known our griefs and desires to jour worships, 
and leave them upon record with the Lord and with you, knowing tjiat if we 
should receive repulse from you, with the Lord we shall find grace. 

Signed by Wm. Aspinwall, Thos. Marshall, Richard Gridley, and 
many others. 



No. in. Page 93. 

Immediately following the words " accept thereof " in the agreement 
respecting the incorporation of Sraintrce, the Boston records, Jan. 27, 
1640, read thus : 

' Provided that this order shall not extend to any more or other land than 
such as shall make payment of the said rates so agreed upon of 4s and Ss an 
acre, and upon the former consideration there is granted to the mount all the 
rocky ground lying between the fresh brook and Mr. Coddington's brook ad- 
joining to Mr. Haulghes farme and from the west corner of that farm to the 
southermost corner of Mr. Hutchinsons farm, to be reserved and used in 
common forever by the inhabitants and landholders there together with one 
other parcel of rocky ground near to the Knighte neck which was left out by 
the third company of Lotte, excepting all such ground lying among orneere 
the sd rocky ground formerly granted out in Lotte to pticular persons. 

Also there is granted to Mr. William Thompson, pastor of the church at 
Jhe Mount, 120 acre of land there free from the forsd. rate of 3s. per acre. 

Also, there is granted to Mr. Henry Flint 80 acre of land there in like 
sort free from the sd rate of 3s per acre. 

Also there is granted to John Lugg a great lot for 9 head at the mount 
upon the usual terms.' 



No. IV. Page 212."* 

Original Covenant of the JVew JVorth Church. 
We, whose names are subscribed, apprehending ourselves called of God 
into the chh. state of the Gospel, do, first of all, confess ourselves unworthy 
to be so highly favoured of the Lord, and admire that free and rich grace of 
his, which triumphs over so great unworthiness ; and then, with a humble 
reliance upon the aids of grace therein promised to them, that in a sense of 
their own inability to do any good thing, do humbly wait upon him for all, 
we do thankfully lay hold on his covenant, and would do the things that 

* P. 204. The manifests of ihe Brattle-streel Societ; is printed at large in the Rev, Mr. Palfri-j's 
Historical Discourse, pulplished June 28, 182d. 

51 
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please liim. We declare our serious belief of Ihe chr. religion, contained 
in the S. S. and as exhibited in the confessions of faith receved in our chhs. i 
heartily resolving to conform our lives to the rules of that holy religion, so 
long as wo live in this world. We give ourselves to the Lord Jehovah, whoi 
is the Father, Son and Holy Ghost ; and avouch him to be our God, our 
Father, our Saviour and lieader, and receive him as our portion. We give 
up ourselves unto the blessed Jesus, who is the Lord Jehovah, and adhere to 
him as the head of his people in the cov. of God. and rely on him as our 
Prophet, our Priest aiid our King, to bring us into eternal ble.ssednes9. We 
acl^nowledge our everlasting and indispensable obligations to glorify God in 
all the duties of a godly, sober, righteous life ; and very particularly in the 
duties of a church state, and a body of people associated for an obedience 
to him, and enjoyment of him, in all the ordinances of the gospel. And 
we therefore depend upon his gracious assistance for the faithful discharge 
of the duties thus incumbent upon us. We desire and intend, and with de- 
pendence upon pr'-mised and powerful grace, we engage to walk together 
as a church of our L. J. C. in the faith and order of the gospel, so far as we 
shall have the same revealed unto us, arid will conscientiously attend the 
worship of God, the sacraments of the N. T. and the discipline of his king- 
dom and all bis holy instructions, in communion with one another ; and that 
we will lovingly watch over one another, carefully avoid stumbling blocks 
and contentions, as becomes a people whom the Lord has bound up together 
in the bundle of life. At the same time, we also present our offspring with 
us imto the Lord, purposing with his help to do our part in the methods of 
a religious education, that they may be the Lord's, And all this we do, 
flying to the blood of the everlasting covenant for the pardon of our many 
errours, and praying that the glorious Lord, who is the great Shepherd, 
would prepare and strengthen us for every good work, to do his will, work- 
ing in ua that which i? well pleasing in his sight, to whom be glory forever. 
Amed, 
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SUMMARY Ofe" EVENTS SINCE OCTOBER 

18-25. 

During the latter part of the year 1825, the City Govern- 
ment was deeply engaged in organizing the new Fire Depart- 
ment, on the plan of the Act of June 18th, which had been 
accepted at a general meeting of the citizens on the 7th of 
July. Great opposition was made to the acceptance of that 
Act, principally on the ground that the City Council had ex- 
ceeded their prerogative, in asking of the Legislature so es- 
sential a change in the City Charter, without the previous 
consent of the inhabitants. Those who considered the Board 
of Overseers of the Poor to have been virtually abolished by 
the creation of the Board of Directors of the House of Indus- 
try, and who were alarmed at the declaration from high 
authorities, that the School Committee, on its present plan, 
was a body inefficient and liable to be treated with disrespect, 
judged the opportunity now offered to be a proper one for ex- 
pressing their opinion, unitedly, against what they regarded as 
dangerous assumptions. But the number of both was inferior 
to those who had witnessed the disorder prevalent on every 
occasion of an alarming fire, and felt the necessity of more 
energetic measures to ensure their property from destruction. 
So the Act was accepted by a vote of 1347 to 1164 : — Ma- 
jority, 183.* 

The expediency of the measure was thus determined, and 
a melancholy opportunity soon after occurred, to evince to all 
the necessity of speedily carrying it into execution. A fire 
broke out in Court-street, on Thursday morning, Nov. 10th, 
about half past twelve , o'clock, in the hatter's shop of Mr, 
Wm. Brown, on the South side of the street, ten doors from 
Washington Street. It soon penetrated into the adjoining 
buildings on each side, and extended itself, across the street, 
to the large granite building occupied in part for the extensive 
bookstore of Messrs. Wells & Lilly. Nine or ten large brick 
and stone buildings, with several smaller ones were entirely 



* An Act, in addition to tbis Act, waa definitively passed, March 2, 1827, rendeiing the power of 
Endneers more certain in regard to their control over powder. A law of March 10, 1837, rrgulalin^ 
buildings, required the consent of the uihahitants, which was itfu^ed, iu general meeting, April 

2eth. 
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destroyed, containing thirty-five lawyers' offices, and about 20 
shops and stores. Many Attorneys lost their entire libraries, 
of which several were highly valued-^two at not less than 
10,000 dollars each. 

The confusion which prevailed during this fire, and the 
unwillingness of many spectators to assist, when directed by 
the old Firewards, increased the desire of the city to see the 
new Fire Department organized. The system was completed 
and adopted by an Ordinance of the City Council, December 
5th. The officers were subsequently chosen, and all other 
arrangements being completed, the Mayor issued his procla- 
mation on the 29th of April, 1826, declaring the fact. 

By the provisions of this Ordinance, the Fire Department 
now consists of one Chief Engineer, with so many other en- 
gineers, one to reside in each Ward, and as many Fire-men, 
Engine-men, Hose-men, and Hook-and-ladder-raen, to be 
divided into companies, as the number of engines, and the 
number and quantity of the other fire apparatus shall make ex- 
pedient. The Chief has the " sole and absolute control and 
command," over all the engineers and all other persons of the 
Fire Department, in cases of fire ;.and in his absence, the 
engineer next in rank will execute his office. The body of 
engineers possess all the poWers heretofore exercised by the 
board of firewards. It is the duty of the other members of 
the department, whenever a fire shall break out within the city, 
to repair forthwith to the place, and to exert themselves with 
all their skill and power, towards the extinguishment of the 
same, and to protect the persons of the department from being 
interrupted in the performance of their duty by the by-stand- 
ers, and in saving and protecting property endangered. It is 
made the duty of the City Marshal and Constables to be 
present at all fires, for the preservation of the public peace, 
and all spectators are enjoined to obey the directions of any 
engineer, under penalty of not less than two nor more than 
twenty dollars for each offence. All members of the fire 
department are conditionally exempted from military duty, 
and if any one shall neglect or refuse to perform his office at a 
fire, he becomes liable to a fine of three dollars. 

To facilitate the operations in case of fire, large reservoirs 
have been constructed in various parts of the city, which are 
kept constantly full of water ; and the project of supplying the 
city with waierby aqueduct, from some of the sources in the 
vicinity, has been under serious consideration. The utility of 
surh an expedient admits not a doubt, and modern ingenuity 
forbids that there should be any question of its practicability. 
An extensive supply of hose has been procured, and several, 
new engines. 
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The expence's of this department includitfg all the purchases 

and building of reservoirs was, for the two years ending May 

1st, 1827, 

In 14th annual report, Fire Department, - - $9836 95 
Engine Houses and Land, 6159 62 
Reservoirs, - - - - 348S 27 

In 15th do. do. Fire Department, - - 21362 42 
Reservoirs, - - - - 4125 66 



Making a total of $44922 92 
On which the Auditor remarks, " it is believed that the 
whole expense is largely compensated by the great additional 
security which it affords to property within the city. A com- 
paratively small annual expense will probably be sufficient 
hereafter." 

On the first of November, 1826, an inspection land review 
of the whole department took place on the Common. " The 
engineers, fire-men, hook-and-ladder-men, and hose-men, all 
wore their respective uniforms and caps, and appeared in the 
most complete order. The engines Sic. were all accompanied 
by their lantern-bearers, axe and saw-bearers, &c. The 
perfect neatness and or<ler exhibited by the whole, and the 
cleanliness of the engines, &.c. reflected great credit upon the 
several branches of the department." It may gratify some to 
see the following recapitulation of men and apparatus era- 
iployed in this department : — -Chief Engineer, 1 ; Engineers, 
12; Firemen, 300; Buckets, 600 ; Badges, 300 ; Engines, 
20; Men, 1130; Hose Carriages, S3; Hose, No. of feet, 
6005 ; Spanners, 294 ; Belts, '183; Buckets, 839 ; Suction 
Hose, No. of feet, 144; Drag Rope, do. 1465; Axes. 42 ; 
Saws, 14 ; Conductors, 14 ; Caps, 908 ; Bffdges, 1369 ; 
Torches, 62 ; Lanthorns, 34 ; Hose Lines, 28 ; Wrenches, 
80; Oil Cannisters, 40; Shbvels, 15; Hammers, 17; Tin 
'Pans, 29 ; Triliiipets, 54 ; Hooks, 25 ; Ladders, 14; Lamps, 
76; Life Lines, 56; Brushes, 41 ; Candlesticks, 21 ; Hose 
Boots, 99 ; Pipes, '47 ; Copper Pump, 1. Hook and Ladder 
Company, 48 iiien ; 1 Four Wheel Carriage and Harness; 1 
Ladder, 60 feet long ; 1 do. 45 do. ; J do 25 do. ; 1 do. 20 
do. ; 3 Hooks, withRopes and Chains ; 6 Crotch Poles, 2 of 
25 feet ; 2 of 12 do. ; 2 of 6 do. ; 2 Torches ; 4 Hammers : 
2 LaiUhorns, and 50 Badges. 

§ 2. The Act by which the time of holding the municipal 
election was altered, from the second Monday of April to the 
second Monday of December, having been accepted in gener- 
al meeting, (by a vote of 100 yeas against 2 nays,) Mr. 
QiJiNcr was this year re-eltcted to the office of Mayor by a 
vote of 1202 out of 1435 ballots. There being little concert in 
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the nomination of Aldermen, six only were chosen on the first 
day, of whom Messrs. Carnes, Welsh, Marshall, Bellows and 
Oliver accepted, and Mr. Blake declined the office. The 
vacancies were filled by the choice of Edward H. Robbins, jr. 
John F. Loring, and Francis Jackson. 

§ 3. In the month of December, an impression having 
generally prevailed that the population of the city had consid- 
erably increased since the census of 1820, measures Vvere 
taken by the City Council to procure an enumeration of all 
the inhabitants. The result of a careful perambulation by a 
committee of two in each Ward, on the same days, was the 
following 

CEITSUS OF BOSTOir. 



White Males — under 10 years 6206 
of to and under 16 3061 
of 16 and under 26 7622 
of 26 and under 45 8458 
of 45 and upwards 2o60 

27907 

White Females-undeT 10 years 6309 
of 10 and under 16 3616 
of 16 and under 26 7589 
of 26 and under 45 7735 
of 45 and upwards 3204 

28453 



Colored Males-nnder 14 224 

of 14 and under 26 236 

of 26 and under 45 380 

of 45 and upwards 134 

974 

Colored Females-nnder 14 209 

of 14 and under 26 232 

of 26 and under 45 357 

of 45 and upwards 145 

943 



By the annexed table will be seen the aggregate population 
in the respective Wards : 



Wards. White. Colored. 2'otal. 
3890 
5006 
4813 



5010 

6074 
4235 



1 


3830 


60 


2 


4812 


194 


3 


4765 


48 


4 


4669 


53 


Islands 


279 


9 


5 


4925 


J 49 


6 


3719 


516 



Wards. White. Colored. Total. 



5162 



570 



5732 



8 


4664 


63 


4727 


9 


4726 


93 


4819 


10 


5057 


25 


5082 


11 


3968 


41 


4009 


12 
S. Boston 


3834 
1950 


60 ; 

36 


6880 



56360 1917 68277 

■§ 4. One of the last acts of the year 1825, was the pas- 
sage of an ordinance establishing a system of accountability 
in the expenditures of the city. This ordinance provides for 
the yearly appointment of a joint committee of accounts, 
to consist of two aldermen and three of the common council, 
and also for the choice of an Auditor of accounts. The Au- 
ditor receives all bills and accounts against the city, examines 
them in detail, and if satisfactory to himself, enters them in his 
books, to be presented to the joint committee, whose duty it is 
once at least in every month, to examine, and if they see fit, 
to pass all bills and accounts certified by the auditor ; and no 
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moneys may be paid out of the city treasury, unless the de- 
mand for the same be thus examined and approved, and the 
sums specified be drawn for by the Mayor. If the expendi- 
tures for any object exceed the appropriation, it is the duty of 
the auditor to notify the city council of the fact. The auditor 
receives all moneys collected by any officer authorized to col- 
lect moneys belonging to the city, except the Treasurer, and 
pays the same over to the Treasurer, once in each week. 

^5. The organization of the city government, for 1826, 
took place on the second of January. Rev. S. E. Dwight 
offered prayers on the occasion, and Chief Justice Parker 
administered the oaths of office to the Mayor, who in turn ad- 
ministered the like to the Aldermen and the Common Council 
elect. Mr. M'Cleary was re-chosen City Clerk. The Com- 
mon Council chose .John R. Adan, Esq. President, and re- 
elected Mr. Clark as Clerk. The Mayor's Address presents a 
just view of the prosperity of the city, as inferrible from facts, 
in the following extracts : 

" The unquestionable evidence derived from our recent census has ful- 
iilled the expectations of the most sanguine ; and has put it beyond ques- 
tion, that the increase of this city during the five years past, has been, to 
say the least, not inferior to that of any of our maritime cities, on the 
previous, actual basis of its population. 

" This fact may be considered as conclusive on its future prospects. For 
if, at a time when universal peace among European nations has changed 
and limited the field of commercial enterprise, on which the greatness of 
this city was once supposed, in a manner, altogether to depend, it appears 
that, notwithstanding this change and limitation, its growth, instead of 
heing diminished, is increasing with a rapidity, equal to that of the most 
favored of our commercial cities, it follows, conclusively, that our great- 
ness is not altogether dependant upon foreign commerce, and also that 
the enterprise, capital and intelligence of our citizens, determined inwards 
and active upon agriculture, manufactures, and in our coasting trade, are 
producing results even more auspicious than our foreign commerce, in its 
most prosperous state, ever effected. Than which, to the patriot's heart 
and hope, no facts of a mere physical character, can be more encouraging 
or delightful. 

" Similar grounds for satisfaction will be found in comparing the increasing 
results of the aggregates of our valuation and the decreasmg results of the 
ratio of our taxes. During the five years from 1821 to 1825, inclusive, it 
appears by the Assessors' records that the whole aggregate of real and per- 
sonal property in this city increased from twenty millions, ihree hundred 
thousand dollars, to twenty-six millions, two hundred thousand ; making a 
regular annual increase of about one million, two hundred thousand dollars. 
Of which increased capital, it will appear, by comparing the aggregate of 
1821 with 1825, that four millions, five hundred thousand have been invest- 
ed in real, and one million, five hundred thousand, in personal estate. 

" During this period, it is true, as is inevita.ble in the progressive state of 
society, increasing daily, not only in numbers, but m municipal exigencies 
and requisitions for expenditures, on account of improvements, the amount 
of our taxes has increased in the aggregate. Yet, at the same time, o^\ing 
to the increased aggregates of our valuation, the ratio of assessment has 
diminished. Thus, if the ratios of assessment of the five years immediately 
preceding 1S20, be compared with the five years from 1820, inclusive, it 
will be found that the average of the annual ratios of the former was eight 
dollars and twenty five cents on the thousand dollars, and that the aver- 
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age of the aiRiiual ration of the,latter was only, teven doUan tmd eighti^ 
cents. The ratio of the present year will be seven dollars. 

"A farther illustration of our general prosperity is deducible from the 
fact, that, notwithstanding the amount of our taxes has increased, with the 
increasing WBaJth and population of the city ; yet the ratio of uncollected: 
taxes has, in every successive year since the existence of our city govern- 
ment, been diminishing. 

" Touching the expenditures of the past year, it is not known that any of 
them require a particular explanation on the present occasion. In general, 
I apprehend , they have been satisfactory to our fellow-citizens, so far as 
respects their objects. And they well understand that it is, probably, in the 
nature of things, impossible to conduct all the details of pubhc expenditure, 
with that precise economy, which an individual applies lo his private con- 
cerns, I am not, however, aware, that there have been any such during the 
past year, which cannot, under the circumstances of 'each case, be satis- 
factorily explained by the particular agents. 

" In connexion with this subject, it is impossible for me not to notice the 
happy effectSi produced by the establishment of Ihe office of Auditor of Ac- 
counts, which, carried into operation by the exemplary industry and ability 
of that officer, and by the indefatigable fidelity of the Committee of Accounts 
has introduced an order, simplicity and correctness into that department, 
not only highly creditable to the city, but also facilitating, in tbe highest 
possible degree, particular inquiries and general knowledge in relation to 
the state of our financial concerns," 

No new project was broifght fbrwaFd at this timCj (except 
that of supplying the city with fresh water, which has not been 
carried into effect,) and the winter passed without any occur- 
rence to excite particularly the public attention. It may not 
be undeserving of notice, however, that the season was re- 
markable for the extreme cold, and that two 6res occurred, at 
which considerable damage was suffered. The first was on 
Wednesday, February 15, between 9 and 10 o'clock A. M. 
in Store No. 49, Cenlral-wharf; the estimated loss to the 
owners of the goods was $10,000. The other was discovered 
about one o'clock on the morning of Thursday, March 9tli, in 
the four-story brick store, long occupied by Mr. Nathaniel 
Faxon, as a shoe store and manufactory, being No. 7, on 
Market-square, and extending through to Ann-street, No. 15. 
The stock of goods was probably the most valuable of the 
kind in the city. Great exertions were necessary to prevent 
this fire from destroying the adjacent buildings. A difficulty 
happened on this occasion between the firewards and engine- 
men, which gave such offence that the captains of two engines 
were forthwith dismissed from their offices, and their names 
stricken from the rolls. This act was followed by the dissolu- 
tion of several of the engine companies by their own vote ; 
Capt. Daniel Adams addressed a very spirited remonstrance to 
th6 Mayor — the masters of the several engines held a meeting 
at Concert Hall and laid the subject before the pubHc* Hap- 
pily no serious evil ensued from this disagreement. 

•Bee Bowen'a Buiten Newi-Lettei, i, 167, 169, 181. 
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§6. The Spring elections next busied the public mind. 
Altliough no serious opposition was expected against the re- 
election of His Excellency Levi Lincoln, a formal division 
was maintained in Boston. Gov. Lincoln received 2231 votKS, 
and Samuel Hubbard, Esq. 1259. Less concert prevailed 
res^efcting the Senatorial ticket. The democratic republicans, 
however, succeeded in the choice of all their candidates. 
This result was peculiarly unpleasant to many who expected 
other things in Boston. The representative election, in May, 
offered an opportunity to the federal party to regain tlieir 
ground. The City Council determined on sending twenty 
jnembers to the General Court. The federal party prepared 
one list which was unmixed ; the republicans did the same. 
A portion of federalists presented also a mixed ticket, and the 
republicans met it with a republican union ticket. One other 
candidate, not on either of those tickets, presented his own 
name to the public ; in burlesque, it was at first supposed, but 
the pertinacity with which he persisted in his claim convinced 
people of his sincerity. The first choice resulted in the elec- 
tion of only ten out of the eighty candidates — those all on the 
first repubhcan ticket. The whole number of ballots was 2614. 
The second choice fell upon four of the same ticket; 2140 
ballots being given. At the third trial one member only re- 
ceived the requisite number of votes ; his name had not ap- 
peared on either of the former tickets. The constitutional p€» 
riod of elections having expired, no further choice took place, 
and the city sent only 1 5 representatives that year. No one of 
the Boston members elect having ever before held a seat in the 
house, it was doubtful whether either of them would be al- 
lowed th€ privilege ceded by usage to the oldest member 
from Boston, of presiding at the organization of the Court ; 
it was, however, granted without opposition to the member 
(William Barry,) appointed by the delegation. 

§ 7. The fiftieth anniversary of American Independence 
was a day to which the people looked forward with a strong 
impression, that it deserved to be celebrated with more than 
usual solemnities.. Rev. Mr. Ware had been appointed as the 
orator on the occasion, and accepted, but was compelled by 
the failure of his health to decline the performance of the 
duty. The Mayor of the city, who had served in the same 
capacity in 1798, was thereupon requested to undertake the 
office. The day was ushered in (says the News-Letter,) by 
the firing of cannon and ringing of bells ; and at an early pe- 
riod people arrived from all parts of the country to participate 
in the festivities of the day. The civic ceremonies commenc- 
ed at 9 o'clock, by a procession, escorted by the Independent 
Fusiliers, from the new Market-house to the Central Univfersal- 
52 
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ist Church, where, after prayers, an Oration was delivered by 
David Lee Child, Esq, At noon, the Executive of the State 
met in the Senate Chamber to receive and reciprocate congrat- 
ulations on this joyful occasion. A State and Municipal pro- 
cession was then formed agreeably to previous arrangements, 
and was escorfe'd by the Independent Cadets to the Old 
South Meeting House, where, after prayer by the Chaplains of 
the Legislature, an Oration was pronounced by the Hon. 
Josiah Quincy. The procession again formed and returned 
to the Doric Hall of the State House, to partake of the Col- 
lation. 

-At 3 o'clock, the Repubhcans of the city dined at Faneuil 
Hall, the cradle of Liberty, with their guests. His Excellency 
the Governor and suit. His Honor the Lt. Governor and Mem- 
bers of the Honorable Council, the Mayor and Aldermen, the 
Hon. Messrs. Lloyd and Webster, and others who had re- 
ceived an invitation. 

§ 8. Early the next morning, ere the smiles of joy had 
ceased to animate the features of the multitude, their ears 
were saluted by the mournful tolling of the city bells, which 
were announcing some melancholy event. It was the death of 
John Adams, the venerable second president of the nation, to 
which the Declaration of Independence had given a name 
and place in the world. He died at his seat in Quincy, about 
six o'clock in the afternoon of the fourth, uttering as his last 
words, "independence forever." Such an event, at such a 
time, could not fail to strike the soul with awe and wonder; 
how highly those feelings were increased, when a few days 
brought us the intelligence, that on the same day, the equally 
illustrious Thomas Jefferson had left the earth, it is not-in the 
power of words to express, and no American will ever forget. 
In the language of the Secretary of War, " a coincidence of 
circumstances so wonderful gives confidence in the beHefj that 
the patriotic efforts of these illustrious men were heaven-di- 
rected, and furnishes a new seal to the hope, that the prosperi- 
ty of these States is under the special protection of a kind 
Providence." Measures were taken without delay for paying 
suitable funeral honors. Wednesday, August 2d, was the day 
appointed for the purpose. " At seven o'clock in the morning 
the young "men of Boston, consisting of those of the different 
occupations, commercial and mechanical, and members of 
Professions, Clubs, &;c. formed a procession in front of the 
State House, and moved under escort of the City Guards, to 
the Church in Cbauncy Place, accompanied by the President 
of the United States, Governor and Lt. Governor, Hon. Dan- 
iel Webster, Charlestown Committee, and many other distin- 
guished individuals. A very learned and appropriate Eulogy 



ADDENDA. 403 

was delivered by S. L. Knapp, Esq. to a very numerous and 
respectable audience. The services closed about 10 o'clock. 

"At 11 o'clock, a much more numerous procession was 
formed in Beacon-street, in front of the State House, under 
the direction of the committee of the City Council, and pro- 
ceeded through School, Washington, State-streets and Mer- 
chants' Row, to Faneuil Hall. 

" The Hall was completely filled before two thirds of the 
procession had arrived, and many were disappointed in not 
being able to hear the orator. Mr. Webster was about two 
hours In delivering his address, to a very crouded and attentive 
audience. 

"Faneuil Hall was hung with black cloth, and the Oration 
was delivered from a platform carpetted with black, on which 
were seated the President of the United States, the Governor 
and Lt. Governor of the Commonwealth, the Mayor of the 
City, and the Rev. Dr. Lowell. The pillars on which are in- 
scribed the names of Military and Naval Heroes of the Coun- 
try, were covered with crape. Portraits of Mr. Adams and 
Mr. Jefferson were at the right and left of the Orator. ThQ 
shops were closed, and business suspended ; bells tolled, and 
flags were at half-mast ; and all things were done to manifest 
the gratitude and respect due from this people to the departed 
Patriots." 

§ 9. A few days after, a far different occasion called onr 
chief citizens to the same temple of liberty. " The annual 
visitation of the Public Schools of this city was made on Wed- 
nesday, Aug. 23d, by the Mayor and Aldermen, and other 
Members of the School Committee, accompanied by the 
President of the United States, Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin, of 
the British Navy, Hon. Mr. Biddle, President of the Bank of 
the United States, Hon. Mr. Saltonstall, of Essex, Mr. Seaton, 
editor of the .National Intelligencer, the President and Pro- 
fessors of Harvard University, the Clergy of this and neigh- 
bouring towns, and numerous National, State, and Municipal 
officers and functionaries. Notwithstanding the time allotted 
to the exhibitions of some of the Schools was so short as not 
to admit of full justice being done to the Institution, the In- 
structors, or the Pupils, the exhibitions were highly satisfactory 
to the visiters, and those parents who had an opportunity to 
witness the progress of their children. After the exercises 
a procession was made to Faneuil Hall ; where the annual 
dinner was provided. The blessing was craved by the Rev. 
President Kirkland, and thanks returned by the Rev. Mr. 
Wainwright, of New- York. 

" After the general toasts had been announced, the mayor of 
tbfi city gave : — 
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" The United Sialcs — may it long have for its head a scholar, statesman, 
and patriot." 

"This toiist was received with prolonged cheers. When they 
had subsided, the President rose, under evident emotions of 
sensibility, and in an eloquent and impressive address, made 
his acknowledgements for the sentiment which had been pro- 
nounced from the chair, and the maimer in which it had been 
received by his fellow-citizens ; allnded to the different scene 
which the Hall then presented, to that on a recent occasion ; 
appealed to the heart of every parent present to furnish an 
apology why on this occasion, and undjer the bereavement he 
had experienced, he had for onoc deviated from the seclusion 
be had prescribed to himself, and bis duty to prefer the 'house 
of mourning to that of festivity ; ' embraced the occasioti in 
that consecrated Hall, to do homage to ti)e memory of James 
Otis, John Hancock, Samuel Adams, Robert Treat Paine, 
Elbridge Gerry, James and Joseph Warren, and last, though 
t)ot least, the Patriot who bore the name of the distinguished 
citizen who presided over the interesting celebration ; and after 
addressing a few remarks to the Youth (who having received 
Medals ^n lire day, were guests at the tables,) offered the fol- 
lowing toast. 

" The blooming youth of Boston — May the maturity of the fruit equal 
the promise of the blossom." 

"The following toast was then given by one of the Schooi 
Committee : 

" Our venerable and respected Guest, Admiral Coffin — A native of our 
city, and an ahunnus of our ancient Latin School — who, though separated 
from us in times of political dissension, was generous and kind to his coun- 
trvmen-^who, amidst the honours and plaudits of a princely court, remem- 
bered with afl'ection the land of his birth, and still bears testimony to the 
excellence of our civil and literary institutions — May honorable fame ever 
attend hira, and may his declining years repose in health and peace." 

" After loud cheers, Sir Isaac rose, and in a few characteris- 
tic remarks, expressed the satisfaction he felt, as a Bostoniaii, 
in being present on the occasion ; bore testimony to the advan- 
tages he had derived through life, from his education in a Bos- 
ton School ; and begged leave to give as a toast : — 

" The City of Boston, and its imperishable institutions." 

§10. On Saturday, the 26th of Angust, the New-Market 
was opened for the first time. Multitudes of visitors thronged 
to witness the exhibition of luxuries, which the zeal and en- 
terprize of the market-men had brought together. All the 
etalls were filled with the best products of the fields, orchards, 
gardens, and slaughter-houses, in our rich vicinity ; the fruit 
was choice ; some grapes among it, pears fine and in plenty ; 
peaches few, but rich, such as sold for $l,fiO by the dozen. 
'J'he various meats were displayed in order hitherto unknown, 
«ih1 (lie plonsure which every eye manifested, to see the neat- 
riCv^ of (lie compartments, contrasted with the old, served as a 
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Stimulus to the butchers to maintain tlie like appearance in fti- 
ture. The 6sh market was thin, die weather preventing a full 
display of the finny race. The whole of the lower hall was 
illuminated in the evening. 

The Committee of the City Council made their final report 
on the subject of this market on the 20th of November, when 
they had " the satisfaction, in the first place, to state that the 
work is finished ; that every known, and as it is believed, every 
existing just debt and demand, for land, labour, materials, or 
services of whatever kind, is settled." This, committee was 
first appointed, March 9, 1824, consisting of the Mayor, three 
Aldermen and seven Common-council-men, so varied, from 
time to time, as to have embraced twenty-seven different gen- 
tlemen in its number. The moneys subjected to their control 
amounted to the gross sum of $1,141,272 32 cts. Th^ mode 
in which that sum was expended, is stated in detail. The- 
portion appropriated to the pinchase of estates was §879, 754 
69 ; for erecting the new market-house, f 149,158 75. The 
amount of moneys received in cash by the committee on ac- 
count of estates sold, was $532,797 33 ; by which it appears 
that the proceedings of this committee, created a debt amount- 
ing to $608,475. Towards extinguishing this debt, the com- 
mittee delivered to the treasurer of the city, in cash and notes 
and demands perfectly good, $224,270 74 cts. which, being 
deducted from the last mentioned amount, leaves a balance of 
debt $384,204 26. To meet this balance the committee leave 
the city in possession of 26,517 square feet of land, ready for 
sale, which they fairly estimate as worth at least $100,000, 
and wharf rights and flats, for which $100,000 has already 
been offered. These two sums being deducted from the last 
balance above, it follows that the balance of debt created by 
this committee, for the payment of which their operations have 
not provided funds, amounts to $1 84,204 26. In other words, 
this is the whole cost to the city, of all the improvements they 
have made, of the land occupied by the six new streets, and 
under the market house, (this land covers 193,94" square feet,) 
and of the market-house itself. Such is the most unfavorable 
view, that the committee thought could be taken of this great 
speculation. 

Justice to the committee requires that we should add their 
most favorable view of it, and this appears to us to be that in 
which they- make " a comparison of the annual interest to be 
paid, and the annual income to be received." The interest to 
be paid amounts to $31,622 95. The interest on the notes 
transferred to the city, constitutes an item of income equal to 
$ll,10923;leaving a balance of interest on this account against 
tile city, equal to $20,513 72, to be met by the annual income- 
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from the market-house, and city wharf and flats, which, as first 
rented, amounted to 32,000 dollars, and never in any probable 
view can be supposed to produce a rent much less. Thus the 
income provided is adequate to pay, forever, the interest of the 
whole debt created. And as no addition has ever been made 
to the taxes of the citizens, so no addition can ever her center 
become necessary in consequence of these improvements. 

§ 1 1. In former times there was scarce a year, in which the 
accounts of the ravages of the small pox and raahgnant fever 
did not make a considerable figure in the history of Boston. 
Since the introduction of vaccination and the establishment of 
a judicious quarantine and health-department, we have enjoyed 
an almost entire exemption from alarming disease. The bill 
of mortality for 1825 reported an aggregate of 1450 burials, 
that of 1826 an aggregate of 1254, which was about the num- 
ber in 1824. A few of the causes of death furnish the fol- 
lowing comparative table. 



1824. 


1825. 


1826. 




1824. 


1825. 


1826. 


Old age, 33 


38 


40 


Lung fever. 


77 


67 


41 


Canker, 20 


40 


29 


Influenza, 




7 




Dropsy in the h'd. 33 


38 


29 


Consumption, 


244 


220 


231 


Hooping cough, 13 


27 


23 


Typhus feier, 


46 


54 


31 


Measles, 2 


77 


10 


Reported unk' 


n. 195 


227 


161 


Sudden, 19 


55 


16 I 











I 687 850 611 

The department of internal police relative to causes of sick- 
ness, nuisances and whatever else affects the health, security 
and comfort of the city, from causes or means arising or exist- 
ing within the limits thereof, is placed under the superintend- 
ence of the City Marshal, by an ordinance of May 31, 1824. 
The ordinance regulating the quarantine of vessels was passed, 
Dec. 25, 1826. The former laws and ordinances on this 
subject had left the .duties of the different offices so vaguely 
defined, that there were not unfrequently colhsions. The re- 
sident physician, of 1825, exposed some of the inconvenien- 
ces attending the old arrangement, and met with the usual fate 
of those who are faithful to the public, without carefulness for 
their own security in office. His frankness created prejudices 
against him, which prevented his re-election. His successor, 
equally worthy of the office, (which he honorably obtained,) en- 
joys the advantage of such of his suggestions as are embodied 
in the new ordinance. 

" Till 1824, the Quarantine months were from May to Oc- 
tober ; since that period the time is fixed from the fifteenth of 
June till the fifteenth of September, though vessels, having 
contagions diseases on board are obliged to go into quarantine 
at all seasons, and the physician is also obliged to attend at ihe 
hospital. The ofiicers, to whom is given the particular man- 
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agement of the quarantine on Rainsford Island, are, first, the 
Resident Physician, chosen by the concurrent vote of both 
branches of the City Council, who has a salary of one thou- 
sand dollars a year. From the fifteenth of June, to the fif- 
teenth of September, he is obliged to reside permanently on 
the Island. An island keeper, with a salary of three hundred 
and fifty dollars from the City, and forty dollars and ten cords 
of wood, yearly, from the Commonwealth, takes charge of all 
property which is landed. He is also chosen by the city coun- 
cil annually. During the particular quarantine months, the 
police of the island is entirely vested ia the Resident Physi- 
cian, who detains vessels no longer than is necessary for ven- 
tilation ; and discharges them whenever, in his best judgment, 
he believes they can proceed to the city without danger to the 
inhabitants. A red flag is hoisted on an eminence, and all the 
inward bound pilots are instructed to bring all vessels, coming 
from ports, within the tropics, into the Quarantine roads, for 
the physician's examination and passport. When a vessel ar- 
rives, the physician and island keeper go on board — giving the 
master a red flag to hoist at the mainmast ; after a careful in- 
spection of the crew and cargo, the health ordinances are left 
with the captain, for the instruction of himself and crew." The 
physician fixes the time when the vessel may be discharged. 
When that time expires, a certificate is given by the physiciair 
that she may, with safety to the inhabitants, proceed to the city. 
The certificate and flag are to be delivered at the Mayor's 
office, and the sum of ten dollars paid to the city clerk, who 
furnishes another certificate to authorize the vessel's entry at 
the Custom House. 

§ 12. The attention of the city council and of the citizens 
at large had been frequently drawn, during the year 1826, to 
the proposed improvements, on the water side, north of the 
market, and to the erection of a free bridge to South Boston. 
The former had been resolved on by the individuals interested, 
and the work commenced ; on the latter the council came to 
no definite conclusion that year. 

In anticipation of the coming election, the opponents of the 
Mayor commenced a warm attack upon all the assailable points 
of the measures of his administration. His friends came for- 
ward with equal zeal in his defence. In the event, Mr. Quin- 
cy was re-elected together with the board of Aldermen nomi- 
nated by the same meeting which nominated him.* 



* Aldermen, for 1827, James Savage, John Bellows, Thomas Welsh, Jr. John F. Loring, Thomoi 
B. Wales, Jeremiah S. Boies, Cyrus Alger, Robert Fennelly. 

The votes for Mayor stood, for Mr. Quincy 3163, Mr. Blake 1750, Mr. Otis 79, Mr. T 

Single votes, 50. Total, 6049, the largfisl vote ever given oa the occaaion. 
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The excitement which preceded this election subsided, and 
the year 1827 Opened upon us with the pleasing consolation, 
thnt, (in the words of the Mayor's Inaugural Address,) 

" Laoking fonvard to the duties of the coming year, it is a subject of 
congratulation that the foresight and enterprize of past years have limited 
to comparatively a narroiv spliere the necessity of future e.ipenditures. — I 
do not perceive that the City Council of the present year will be called, by 
the public interest, to take the lead in any new and expensive project. Par- 
ticular local improvements will be suggested, from time to lime, by those 
inlciesled in their success, and will receive from the City Council that at- 
tention they may respectively merit. Circumstances indicate that our chief 
duty will be to finish what we have begun ; to make productive the property 
wc have acquired ; to improve and correct existing establishments, rather 
than 'o devise new ones ; above all, to arrange our resources on the prin- 
ciple of a distinct and permanent provision for the gradual extinction of the- 
existing city debt. Circumstances appear favorable to such a system." 

Comformably to these ideas, we believe little or nothing has 
been done by the public authorities, in the course of the year. 

The South Boston Free Bridge Corporation have proceed- 
ed with their work, and the Mercantile Wharf Corporation 
have made some progress towards the construction of the streets 
proposed north of the market. In a future day it may be 
possible to furnish an explicit account of all the steps by which 
these improvements shall have been brought about ; at present 
obscurity and uncertainty perplex the subject. 

§ 13. The establishment of an institution for the employ- 
ment and reformation of vagrant and depraved youth bad long 
been an object of attention with the intelligent, moral, and re- 
ligious part of the communit)'. The city council coincided 
with their expressed wishes and provided for such an estab- 
lishment. The account of its success and character we gather 
from the Report of its directors* concerning its first ope- 
rations. 

" A Committee of this Board was appointed to procure 
suitable persons for a Master and Mistress of the House ; and 
from a large number of applicants, Bartholomew Brown, Esq. 
was selected ; who, with his family, took possession of the 
House, on the 24th of August, 1826, and immediately com- 
menced putting the same in order, for the reception of Boys. 
Domestics, male and female, were procured from the House 
of Industry. 

" The Directors then notified the several Courts that they 
were prepared to receive such Juvenile Offenders, as may be 
sentenced to the House, under the age of eighteen years ; and 
on the 20th of September, the first boy was committed ; since 
which time, to the present date, forty-two boys have been 
committed, by order of the ditFereat Courts. The Board 
declined receiving female delinquents into the House, until 
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some experience should be gained, with regard to the man- 
agement of the males ; and also, to save the expense of 
warming the west wing of the House, during winter ; but in 
the month of March, arrangements were made for their re- 
ception ; and the domestics, male and female, from the House 
of Industry, were returned tp that Institution, they not being 
proper characters to improve the morals of female offenders. 
Other suitable persons were employed ; and notice was given 
to the several Courts, of our readiness to receive female of- 
fenders under the age of sixteen years. 

" From the commencement of the Institution, the employ- 
ment of the Boys has been mental improvement, and various 
kinds of labour, allowing sufficient time for recreation. The 
labour to which tbey hive been put, is that of gathering in the 
harvest of the City Farm ; in front of the House, and other 
places, shovelling and wheeling gravel, digging drains, splitting 
and sawing wood, shovelling snow, working in the House, 
whenever wanted, until about the middle of January, when 
ten were placed in the shoe-maker's shop, and in a few days 
after, ten more ; the remainder were employed, some in vari- 
ous services in and about the house, and others in the wood- 
house. Those in the shop, generally made good progress in 
the art ; and some of them it is thought are capable of making 
first rate workmen. Since the first of April, they have done 
very little at the business, having been employed pretty much 
in digging and covering the drain back of the House and 
wheeling gravel upon the road in front. 

"The Master of the House has ever made it his duty to be 
present at their meals, to keep order, fee. No boy is allowed 
to speak to any of his companions at table ; if any thing is 
wanted, the boy holds up his hand, and he is immediately at- 
tended to. Each one has his particular number and place at 
the table, as well as in the school, and is not permitted to take 
any different seat. They come to their tables and retire from 
them in perfect order and silence, and according to their num- 
bers. At their sports, an overseer is always near them, to see 
that no mischief or injury is done. On every Saturday eve- 
tiing.they are washed from head to foot; and constantly at- 
tend public Worship on the Sabbath, unless illness prevents. 
Finally, the whole concern and course of their mode of living 
here, is endeavored to be conducted with the strictest order, 
method and decorum. 

" When the boys were first received into the House, they 

were, almost without exception, habituated to profane, low and 

obscene language ; frequently in quarrels and at fisticuffs with 

one another. Boisterous, vehement and resentful, even broth- 

53 
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ers were sometimes found closely clenched together, buffeting 
each other, with all the spite, venom, and rage of tigers. No 
pains were spared to allay this furious spirit, and to inculcate 
peace and brotherly love amongst them ; to instil into their 
rude minds, the importance of good and virtuous habits, and 
to excite an honorable ambition among them, raising them 
above the degraded state to which they had been accustomed. 
The principles of religion and morahty were represented to 
them as indispensable to a life of respectability and useful- 
ness in this world, and to a state of happiness in the world to 
come. These children have generally been obedient and at- 
tentive to the rules and regulations of the House. Passion 
and violence towards each other have generally ceased. 
Rude and profane language is now seldom heard among them ; 
and there happily appears to be a prevailing disposition to put 
in exercise kindness and good will. And we may indulge the 
hope, that while reformation is taking place within the walls, a 
deep impression will be made on the minds and morals of that 
part of our community who have allowed their children to go 
at large without control, and who in many instances have 
encouraged them in the vices of which they have been guilty. 
The present establishment is only as yet, a matter of experi- 
ment; to every reflecting mind, its importance must be evident; 
but its utility would be of much greater consequence to socie- 
ty, could its operations be more extensive." 

<^ 14. The election, for Governor and Senators, in the 
spring, called forth the spirit of political and sectional parti- 
zans. A union meeting of the legislature had nominated the 
incumbents. Gov. Lincoln and Lt. Gov. Thos. L. Winthrop, 
as candidates for re-election. The advocates for the free 
bridge, from Charlestown to Boston, dissatisfied with Gov. L.'s 
refusal of his signature to the Act to establish the same, nomi- 
nated William C. Jarvis, Esq. in opposition. OUier persons, 
in testimony of their constant attachment to the principles and 
tried men of the federal party, declared their intention to sup- 
port the Hon. Harrison Gray Otis. The Boston votes were thus 
divided, 2,702 for Gov. Lincoln ; 962 for Mr. Jarvis, and 464 
for Mr. Otis. There were four Senatorial tickets : one put 
forth by the Federal electors ; one by the Republicans, a mixed 
ticket ; a third union ticket, containing two names from the 
first and four from the second ; a fourth called the Free Bridge 
ticket, which bore the names of several friends of Gen. Jack- 
son, or opponents of President Adams. Two gentlemen, 
whose names were on each of the three first mentioned tickets, 
were chosen. The vacancy was supplied in the legislature, by 
the choice of one of the federal, and three of the republican 
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candidates, which divided the representation between the two 
parties.* 

The representative election called out the parties again to 
test each other's strength. The number of rateable polls 
being 12,602, the city was thereby entitled to 56 seats, in the 
House. The Council hmited the number to 30. The elec- 
tion took place on the 10th of May. Five difFerent tickets 
were proposed with equal zeal ; a union administration, a 
federal, a free bridge, a nominal republican, (bearing some 
names opposed to the national administration,) and another ad- 
ministration ticket. Out of all the candidates, only eight were 
chosen, of whom all were on the union ticket, five being on the 
exclusive federal ticket, and the three others being known as 
republicans, friendly to the administration. The whole num- 
ber of ballots on this occasion was 3619. Another trial look 
place on the 18th. The union, free-bridge, federal, and Jack- 
son tickets were again brought forward. The number of vo- 
ters was 3496. Neither of the eighty-and-odd candidates re- 
ceived the majority necessary to a choice. The result of this 
election evinced that a union of political parties cannot be ex- 
pected in Boston, with any reference to the old nomenclature. 
" If it be effected at all, it must be done by the best, the most 
honourable, the most respectable and high-minded men of 
both parties, uniting for the purpose of promoting objects of 
great national importance ; to place in office, without regard 
to party, men of the greatest talents and the purest minds, 
above the influence of a petty ambition or a mean and unwor- 
thy regard to private interest." 

The federal party seemed to have abandoned the idea of 
union, and when a representative to Congress was to be cho- 
sen, in place of Mr. Webster, elected U. S. Senator, they 
called an exclusive meeting and nominated Benjamin Gorham, 
Esq. (formerly the representative of the district,) and on their 
nomination he consented to stand as a candidate. The re- 
pubHcan party, friendly to the administration, nominated 
George Blake, Esq. The friends of Gen. Jackson nominated 
Mr. David Henshaw, who was also supposed to be specially 
favourable to the mercantile as opposed to the manufacturing 
interests. The return of votes gave the whole number 2936, 
of which 120 were scattering. Of the remainder, Mr. H. 
had449, Mr. B. 708, and Mr. Gorham, having 1659, was 
elected by a majority of 382. Thus unexpectedly terminat- 
ed the contest at one trial, July 23, 1827. 



* It happened that five of the candidates received the numher necessary to a choice, and the pre- 
siding officer declared the four, whom he preferred, to be elected, liiij right to exercise the powe^ 
was ganctjoned bv the Court, 
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>§ 16. In the two years past, the theatre has furnished 
some items for liistorical record. The season of performance 
at the Federal-street house commenced on the 19th of Sep- 
tember, 1826. Several players of eminence had performed a 
iew nights each ; quietness and good order had generalJy, as 
usual, prevailed, till the beginning of winter, when a powerful 
excitement was produced in the public mind, by the expecta- 
tio.n of a visit from the celebrated Edmund Kean. This actor 
had appeared in Boston in the winter of 1821, and was at that 
time received with unbounded admiration. The tickets were 
bought up, at unheard-of prices, and, being sold at public 
auction, the surplus above the regular price was devoted to 
charitable purposes. The surn realized and appropriated in 
this way, was no less than f 2,660 25, by the sales of eight 
nights. It was on this occasion that Kean pronounced thathigb 
compliment upon Boston, of being " the Literary Emporium 
of the Western World ; " and Noah himself said, that "the 
Bostonians, when they do undertake a handsome thing, put 
competition at defiance." Kean left Boston in high credit ; 
but, (whether it was from jealousy against him for having con- 
ferred so great an honor upon Boston, or for other causes, we 
know not,) he met a rather cooler reception in New-York. 
He returned to Boston, we think in May, and here too, to his 
own chagrin, he found the fever had subsided. There was no 
contention for tickets, and the display of beauty and fashion 
was not so splendid as before. On one of the nights for which 
his name had been announced, to satisfy his curiosity on so 
tender a point of honour, he took a surreptitious glance at the 
contents of the bouse, a few moments before the time of rais- 
ing the curtain, and on ascertaining that the numbers assem^ 
bled were few, he refused to play ; left the theatre, and re- 
paired to the circus at Washington Gardens, where he found an 
audience far more numerous than that which he had seen in 
waiting to witness his own performance. In high dudgeon he 
quit the town, sans ceremonie,. next morning. The managers, 
and othej's interested in the theatre, considered this conduct as 
an unpardonable offence, in a man situated as was Kean. He 
returned to New York, and very speedily embarked for Eng- 
land, uttering, with imprecations, his contempt for America 
and every body and every thing connected with it. After his 
reiurn to Englandj Kean was engaged in the various theatres, 
for a considerable time, when, having been subjected to pro- 
secution for an atrocious offence against morals and domestic 
happiness, and having the brand of infamy starapt upon him 
by a legal decision, he was discarded at the respectable the- 
«tres» and betook himself across the ocean, again to seek the 
favour and countenance of the American people,' whom in his 
days of glory he had derided. 
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Mr. Kean's intention to come to this country was known 
here some tinie before his arrival^ arid the feeling was pretty- 
generally expressed that he ought not to be encouraged to 
appear on the American hoards. It was hoped here that he 
would be repulsed in New York. Considerable disappoint- 
rtient was therefore manifested in Boston, when it became 
known that after a vain effort to silence Keaa for one night in 
that city, (and Bostonians had the name of making even that 
effort,) it was concluded he must play, and that it was not in- 
decorous for either sex or any age to witness his appearance. 

The circumstances, which we have alluded to, produced 
three parties in this city. There were some who considered 
his offence of leaving Boston abruptly, unpardonable and suf- 
ficient of itself to justify his unqualified rejection ; others con- 
sidered that a suitable apology might be made, and they were 
determined to hear him, if he should come forward with any 
thing like humility : another party allowed that his fault might 
be overlooked without a surrender of theatrical dignity or the 
honor of the audience, but, taking it in connection with his 
conduct in England, which had rendered him a by-word among 
the lowest class of attendants at the play, they determined to 
oppose his appearing. The managers had a critical duty to 
perform, in deciding which of these parties constituted the 
strongest side. They, however, ventured to make the trial, 
and Kean was announced on Monday, December 19th, to ap- 
pear in the character of Richard III. on the succeeding Wed- 
nesday evening. He arrived in town on Tuesday evening, and 
immediately sent something which was called an apology to the 
several editors, and it appeared on Wednesday morning in 
most of the newspapers. This article was not calculated for 
the meridian of Boston ; it served only to increase the disgust 
which existed towards him in some, and to exasperate others. 
The' tickets were all sold, (there was a current report that 
numbers were given to the friends of Kean, which, whether 
true or false, had an ill effect,) and at an early hour the house 
was filled to crowding. A tumultuous uproar pervaded the 
theatre until Mr. Finn, one of the Managers, came forward and 
intimated, by signs and words, that Mr. Kean wished to make 
a humble apology in person to the audience. This intimation, 
thoogh not heard, was sufficiently understood to excite the 
mingled shouts of Kean's friends and his opponents, — hear 
him, hear him, — away with him,-^we want no apology, &c. 
Mr. Kean, however, came forward, and with his hat under his 
arm, presented himself to the audience, bowed most submis- 
sively, and remained some moments in the posture of supplica- 
tion ; his countenance exhibited the paleness of shame, fear 
aqd despair. There was a desire expressed by some of the 
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audience that he should be heard, but the opposition was so 
loud, that, whether they were the more numerous or not, they 
carried their point, and Kean, after remaining upon the stage 
a minute or two, withdrew amid a shower of nuts, almonds, 
cake and other inoffensive missiles. Another of the managers, 
Mr. Kilner, next came forward, and expressed for Mr. Keaii 
a humble desire from his heart and soul to be permitted to 
make an apology. He retired and shortly returned, followed 
by Kean in the same supplicating attitude as before. But the 
presence of the manager did not obtain for Mr. Kean his wish, 
nor protect him from the provoking taunts of the audience; they 
stood awhile, till Mr. Kean observed among the missiles some 
small brass or gilt balls, which seemed to alarm bis fears, and 
then both withdrew, and Mr. Kilner came forward with a plac- 
ard, on one side of which he exhibited the- information, "Mr. 
Kean declines playing," and from the other side he asked the 
question, " Shall the play go on without him ? " All was now 
uproar and confusion ; the attempt was made to proceed with 
the play, but in vain ; after getting through two scenes, the 
curtain was dropped and the lamps upon the stage extin- 
guished. 

While this pantomime was performing within the theatre, a 
numerous concourse of people was gathered in the streets 
around and neat the house, anxious to know how affaiis 
proceeded within ; most of them drawn thither from curiosity, 
and some no doubt bent on mischief. By the time the play- 
ing ceased, they had worked their way towards the doors of 
the house and were making a rush to enter, without the leave 
of the door keepers or of the constables upon duty. The 
lawful tenants of the house at the same moment thought of 
making their escape. These counter currents produced an 
unavoidable collision. Some blows were given, but which of 
the parties struck first is not yet decided. The windows were 
assailed with stones from without, and the mob, for such it must 
be called, were assailed with window sashes from within ; one 
gentleman actually thought himself acting in self-defence, when 
he cut away the lines of one of the windows and sent the sash- 
es into the street, and would have hurled one of the weights, 
had not a more composed bystander seized his arm and warned 
him of his rashness. Considerable damage was done to the 
inside of the theatre ; the chandeliers were wantonly brok- 
en, some of the iron railings were torn from their positions, the 
seats of some of the boxes and in the pit were torn up, some 
of the box doors removed from their hinges, (it is said this was 
in some cases done by those within the house,) and other in- 
juries to various parts of the building. The scenery was pre- 
served from injury by the aid of gentlemen who assisted to pro- 



ADDENDA. 415 

tect the house. More or less uproar prevailed in the house and 
vicinity until 11 o'clock; the not act was partly read, some 
police officers of high authority were present, but no decided 
effort was made to check the rioters by the arm of the law. 
Mr. Kean left the city the next day in great trepidation. 

Those who rejoiced in the result of this experiment on pop- 
ular feelings, so far as regarded the expulsion of Mr. Kean, 
equally regretted the occurrences which took place after he 
had left the theatre ; and those who calmly considered the cir- 
cumstances were far from joining in the outcry that the name 
and fame of Boston were disgraced by these proceedings. 
The Board of Aldermen immediately took occasion from this 
transaction to pass an order " that all theatrical exhibitions or 
public shows, which hereafter may be licensed by the board, 
shall be liable to be revoked or suspended, notwithstanding the 
terms of such license, whenever in the opinion of the Mayor 
and Aldermen for the time being, the same shall be necessary 
to preserve order and decorum, and to prevent the interrup- 
tion of peace and quiet ; " and the following remarks in the 
Mayor's inaugural address are supposed to have had reference 
to the same. " If a case has occurred, or should hereafter 
occur, in which any persons should, in defiance of the moral 
sense and general feeling of the public, adopt any measures, 
which would, naturally, and almost unavoidably lead to disor- 
der and disturbance, they could not reasonably invoke the aid 
of the authorities of the city government, so long as the invited 
evil was confined to themselves only ; but it is a question of 
very serious moment with the inhabitants of a city so distin- 
guished for its religious and moral character, whether further 
checks ought not to be provided to prevent that, which has 
been merely tolerated, from becoming the source of distur- 
bances, of danger and of disgrace to the citizens, and their 
government." It was at first reported that the damage done to 
the house was so serious as probably to prevent the perform- 
ances being renewed for some weeks. The requisite repairs, 
however, were soon made, and the theatre opened again on 
the Monday evening following, with the tragedy of George 
BarnwelL Nothing afterwards occurred to render the season 
remarkable, except pretty constant complaints of dissatisfac- 
tion, for reasons not very definite, and the performances closed 
on the 24th May, 1826. 

During the summer recess many important alterations and 
additions were made on the building. An entire new front 
was erected containing an elegant saloon, intended to be a 
withdrawing-room for ladies and gentlemen, and handsomely 
furnished with sofas, settees, mirrors, &.c. Coifee, fruits, con- 
f fectionary, and other refreshments, with the exception of wine 
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and sfiirits, were to be kept in the saloon. Two spacious bars 
were also added to the lobbies for the accommodation of gen- 
tlemen frequenting the boxes. The saloon and rooms adjoin- 
ing were made warm by means of a furnace. The interior of 
the house was newly painted and decorated by Mr. Sera, an 
eminent artist, and a variety of other improvements were made 
to contribute essentially to the comfort and convenience of the 
■jjatrons of the Drama. The season commenced on the 25th 
of September ; a large share of good performers was engaged 
to take the principal parts. Mr. Macready, a celebrated tra- 
gedian, excited so much interest that tickets were sold by auc- 
tion, at prices above the regular charges, on common nights, 
about 160 dollars premium, and on the night of his benefit, 
$392'50cts. It had been the custom, for several years, to 
give a play on the evening of thanksgiving, but to close the 
doors on Christmas evenings. This season, the tragedy of 
George Barnwell, and the afterpiece of Cherry and Fair 
Star, were presented on the 26th of December. The pro- 
ceeding was approved of, as " act of liberal setiraent," on the 
part of the managers and performers, most of whom were sup- 
posed to be attached to the episcopal persuasion. 
' § 16. - No sufficient effort, it seems, could be made on the 
part of the proprietors of the Federal-street house, to convince 
all concerned, that a new theatre was not demanded by the 
public voice. It was agreed in some minds that something 
must be done to raise the character of the Boston Stage. The 
project for a new Theatre was openly started in February; propo- 
sals were advertised for a plan, on the first of March ; the work 
immediately commenced, and the corner stone of the Tremont 
Theatre was laid on the morning of the 4lhof July, 1827. The 
building rose with a rapidity almost unexampled ; the exterior was 
nearly completed, and the interior was ready for the reception 
of company on the evening of Monday, Sept. 24, and was 
opened under the management of Mr. William Pelby. The 
entertainments selected, were the comedy of " Wives as they 
Were, and Maids as they Are," concluding with the farce of 
" The Lady and the Devil." After a brilliant overture com- 
posed and arranged by Mr. Ostinelli, the curtain was drawn 
up, and displayed a most splendid scene, when Mr. Blake came 
forward and delivered the Prize Address, which is to receive 
the premium of one hundred dollars, when its author shall 
be discovered. 

The general form of this edifice is that of a parallelogram, 
fronting upon Common-street, the extent of which front is 79 
feet, depth 135 feet. About 75 feet in the rear, the stage part 
of the building is widened about 12 feet, making a jog upon 
each side. The front is of Quincy and Ilallowell granite ; the 
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side walls are of brick, and 18 inches in thickness. The front 
is in imitation of the Ionic order, with four pilasters and two 
antac,one on each angle supporting an entablature and pedi- 
ment, and elevated on a basement of 1 7 feet. The height 
of the pilasters is 25 feet 4 inches, including their bases and 
caps ; their width 3 feet 3 inches, projecting one foot frorn the 
wall. The height of the pediment is about 18 feet from the 
level cornice to the ridge. There are three wide arched doors 
in the basement, and two windows, one at each corner, to light 
the ticket-offices. On entering the arched doors in front, 
there opens a wide hall, from which a flight of steps ascends 
to the dress circle boxes, and here are the lobbies for the prom- 
enade^ and separate drawing rooms, communicating with the 
saloon in the centre. 

§ 17. The ecclesiastical affairs of the city have assumed 
an interesting aspect since the summer of 1826. A revival of 
religion, and more serious attention to the concerns of a future 
state, has been manifest in the trinitarian churches, and those of 
the unitarian order have evinced more engagedness in the use 
of the means heretofore resigned to their opponents. An ap- 
peal has been made to liberal christians for the cause of Christi- 
anity in India; a mission has been instituted by them among 
the destitute poor in the city, and a meeting frequently held 
for the accommodation of such, at a hall on Portland and 
Friend-streets, by the Rev. Joseph Tuckerman, D. D. Sab- 
bath evening lectures were for a season held alternately at the 
New Brick and Federal-street Churches, and were vei^ well 
attended. Several new Meeting-houses, for the various de- 
nominations, have been erected or are in progress, and some 
changes have taken place in the ministry, which we shall pro- 
ceed to notice after giving an account of the African Methodist 
Society, which was inadvertently omitted in the former part of 
our history.* 

§ 18. The African Methodist Episcopal Society is under 
the pastoral care of the Rev. Samuel Snowden, an ordained 
elder of the Methodist connexion, a man of color, born at the 
South, but having spent most of the last twenty years in the 
New-England States. He became a preacher in 1815, and 
removed to Boston in 1818, soon after this church was gather- 
ed. Its number at the first organization was twenty-three ; 
it reported to the last annual conference, (in June, 182*) eighty- 
four members, all colored persons. Previous to the year 1824, 

* Tlie people of colour, attached to the Independent African Methodist Connexion, have eatablisbcd 
a society here, under the Rev. James Lee, and have a chapej in a slate of forwardness, in Centre 
■U-eet, al the West part of the city. 
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ibey met at a private house in May-street. In that year " by 
the combined liberality of the citizens and christians of dif- 
ferent denominations," they were provided with a chapel, 
which was " dedicated to the worship of the Most High God," 
on Sunday, the 24th of October. This building is of brick, 
40 feet by 25 : the lower story accommodates a family and a 
primary school for colored children ; the meetings of the Soci- 
ety are held in the upper room, which is usually filled with 
hearers. 

§ 19. The charge of the Roman Catholic Church has de- 
volved upon the Rt. Rev. Bishop Benedict Fenwick, who was 
ordained to the office, at Baltimore, on the 1st of Nov. 1825, 
and arrived in this city on the 30th. The removal of the Rev. 
Mr. Taylor, who for two years had, as Vicar-general, had the 
sole management of the affairs of the church, appears not to 
have been desired by his parishioners, to whom he had endear- 
ed himself by his pious and zealous assiduities. It is believed, 
however, that they have found in his successor, a pastor wor- 
thy to feed " the peculiar flock, that grew up by the nursing 
care of the late good Dr. Matignon and his coadjutor Bishop 
Cheverus."* The house has this year (1827) been consider- 
ably enlarged. A proposition to erect a new house is in agita- 
tion. 

^ 20. The vacancy in the pulpit of the Second Bapitst 
Church, occasioned by the death of the Rev. Thomas Bald- 
win, D. D. has been supplied by the ordination of the Rev. 
James D. Knowles. This took place on Wednesday, Dec. 28, 
1825. The sermon was preached by Rev. Irah Chase, prin- 
cipal of the Theological Institution at Newton ; the right hand 
of fellowship given by the Rev. Mr. Wayland, of the first 
Baptist church ; Rev. Mr. Grafton, of Newton, Dr. Gano, of 
Providence, Dr. Bolles, of Salem, and Mr. Jacobs, of Cam- 
bridge, also officiated on the occasion. 

§21. On the next day, Thursday, Dec. 29th, the Meeting- 
house at the corner of Summer and Sea-streets, was dedica- 
ted. Elder Simon Clough, of New-York, preached the ser- 
mon. We understand, (says the Christian Register,) the new 
society of Christians have purchased the edifice of Mr. Jacob 
Tidd, for the sum of 10,000 dollars, giving Mr. Tidd a lease of 
the basement story. The tenets of this society have been re- 
cently developed very fully in a letter from Elder Clough to 
an English gentleman ; from which it appears they are Unitari- 
ans, practising baptism bv immersion and denying the doc- 
trine of universal salvation. Their pulpit is not as yet perma- 
nently supplied. 

» Sio Kiirirp's Boslwi GozcKe, Sept. 26. 1825. 
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§22i On the first of March, 1826, the Hanover Cliiirch 
dedicated their house of worship ; on which occasion the Rev. 
Moses Stuart, professor at Andover, delivered a sermon from 
Matt, xviii. 20. The general style of this building, externally, 
is after the primitive Gothic. The interior is on a plan some- 
what new. The floor of the house is on an inclined plane, 
making 18 inches slope. There are 166 pews, besides seats 
for the singers ; the pulpit, which is uncommonly low, stands 
partly in an alcove,, and projects about three feet in front of the 
lateral wall. The cost of the Ian di and building amounted to 
42,000 dollars. The, property in the same is held by the 
Church, exclusively of the proprietors of pews, who purchase 
the rights of the pews with the distinct understanding, thatthe 
choice of pastor and other ecclesiastical affairs belong solely 
to the body of church-members in full communion. Rev. 
Lyman Beecher, D. D. of Litchfield, Conn, was installed as 
first pastor of this church, on March 22d. Rev. Dr. Codipan 
made the introductory, prayer ; Dr. Humphrey, President of 
Amherst College, preached ; Dr. Payson, of Portland, Dr. 
Holmes, of Cambridge, Mr. Wisner, of Boston, Rev. Justin 
Edwards, of Andover, (since D. D.) and Dr. Jenks, of Boston, 
bore the other parts in the services of the dgy. On the suc- 
ceeding week, March 29, the sale of pews took place, and the 
sum of 23,674 dollars was obtained for 82 pews. The re,- 
mainder have since been sold or let, and the house has been 
constantly crouded with attendants. 

§ 23. The Rev. Dr. Jenks' Society, (see p. 347) laid the 
corner stone of their house in Green-street, on Saturday, 
Aprils, 1821. Dr. Jenks was assisted in the religious servi- 
ces of the occasion by Rev. Mr. Wisner. The inscription 
engraven on the plate deposited reads thus : 

" For the Worship of the Almighty Jehovah, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit ; and for the accommodation of a Congrega- 
tional Church of Christ, organized Dec. 30th, 1823, and of 
the Religious Society connected with it, incorporated June 
15th, 1825, this edifice is erected ; the corner stone being laid 
April 8th, 1826 ; the building committee consisting of T. Til- 
den, G. Carpenter, E. B. Nichols, D. Colby, and R. Bond, 
architect. * Arise, O Lord, into thy Rest ; Thou and the ark 
of thy strength.' " 

In the progress of the building a serious accident occurred. 
While the roof was raising, (June 13,) the fastenings gave way, 
the roof fell and knocked down part of the front wall and 
staging. Two persons lost their lives, and several others were 
severely wounded. The building was completed and dedica- 
ted on Wednesday, Nov. 1, 1826, and Dr. Jenks' installation 
took place at the same time. " The introductory prayer wap 
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pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Fay, of Charlestown ; the Dedica- 
tory Address by Rev. Dr. Codman ; (he Dedicatory Prayer, by 
Rev. Dr. Holmes; the Installation Sermon by Rev. Dr. Wood ; 
the Installation Prayer by Rev. Mr. Greenough ; the Right 
Hand of F'ellowship, by Rev. Dr. Beecher ; the address to the 
Church and People by Rev. Mr. Wisner ; and the concluding 
Prayer by Rev. Mr. Green, of Boston. 

§ 24. The dedication of the Unitarian Meeting-house, in 
Purchase-street, took place on Thursday, August 24tb. Rev. 
E. S. Gannett preached the sermon from Galatians, iv. I8» 
Rev. Messrs. Pierpont, Greenwood and Barrett, also took part 
in the exercises of the day. The pulpit was supplied by Rev, 
George Ripley^ who became the pastor of the chuFch, by or- 
dination, on the 8th of November, 1826. Rev. Mr. Young 
made the introductory prayer and read portions of Scripture. 
J-'resident Kirkland preached from IstThess. ii. 4. The or- 
daining prayer was made by Rev. Dr. Lowell, charge given by 
Professor Ware, fellowship by Mr. Gannett, and concluding 
prayer by Rev. Mr. Ripley, of Waltbam. A church had been 
gathered previously to the ordination. 

§ 25. The vacancy in St. Paul's Church is supplied by the 
institution of Rev. Alonzo Potter, as Rector. This took place, 
August 29, 1826. Bishop Hobart, of New York delivered a 
discourse on the occasionj which gave great satisfaction by the 
candor and Catholicism, which it is said to have manifested. 
Bishop Griswold and Dr. Gardiner of Trinity Church also 
officiated on the occasion. 

§ 26. Rev. Mr. Dwight having resigned the pastoral office 
in Park -street Church during the Spring of 1826, that church 
calTed and settled in the office Mr. Edward Beecher, son of the 
Rev. Dr. Beecher, of Hanover Church. His ordination took 
place, December 27th. The introductory prayer on the oc- 
casion was made by the Rev. Brown Emerson ; sermon by Dr. 
Beecher ; consecrating prayer by Dr. Woods ; charge by Dri 
Codman ; fellowship by Mr. Green, of Union Church ; address 
to church and people by Mr. Fay ; concluding prayer by Mr. 
Gile. 

§ 27i Rev. Mr. Wayland, of the first Baptist Church, re- 
signed his office on the first of August, and was dismissed 
from his pastoral charge on the 10th of September, 1826. He 
had been invited to a professorship in Union College, upon the 
duties of which he had scarcely entered when he was offered 
and accepted the Presidency of Brown University. His suc- 
cessor in the pulpit of the first Baptist Church is the Rev. 
Cyrus Pitt Grosvenor, who was installed on the 24th of Janu- 
nrV) 1S27. The services on this occasion, were an introduc- 
tory prayer by Rev. Mr. Sharp ; sermon by President Wayland j 
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address by the Rev. Mr. Grafton, of Newton ; fellowship by 
Rev. Mr. Rnowles, of 2nd Baptist Church ; prayer by Jlev. 
Mr. Jacobs, of Cambridge, together with appropriate anthems 
and hymns. 

§ 28. The corner stone of a new Trinitarian Church was 
laid on the morning of Wednesday, June 20, 1827. The 
site of the house is on the east side of Washington-street, di- 
rectly opposite Warren-street. This event took place pre- 
cisely two years after the corner stone of the Hanover Church 
was laid. Rev. Dr. Jenks introduced the services by a few 
remarks, followed by a prayer by Rev. Mr. Wisner ; Dr. Bee- 
cher made an address on the occasion. The following is a 
part of the inscription on the plate deposited under the stone : 
''The corner stone of this building, to be erected for the Wor- 
ship of Almighty God, was laid with religious ceremonies, the 
20th day of June, A. D. 1827, and year of Independence 
fifty first, Building committee — William Ropes, Charles Tap- 
pan, Hiram Bosworth, Isaiah Waterman, Hardy Ropes. Isaiah 
Rogers, Architect." A church was constituted of 45 members 
to occupy this church, on Saturday, Sept. 1, by an ecclesias- 
tical council, representing the Trinitarian-congregational 
Churches in Boston (except South Boston, which was then 
destitute*) Dr. Holmes', from Cambridge, Dr. Codman's from 
Dorchester, and Mr. Fay's from Charlestown, and was publicly 
recognized in Park-street Church, on the sabbath following. 

<^ 29. On the morning of the fourth of July, at 6 o'clock, 
the corner stone of the First [second] Presbyterian Church on 
Cedar and Piedmont-streets, was laid by the Rev. James Sa- 
bine, pastor of the church. The order was as follows : Mr. 
S. A. Bumstead read the act of incorporation with a brief 
minute of the progress of the Society. Rev. Mr. Sharp, pas- 
t(jr of the 3d Baptist church, offered prayers, and an address 
was delivered by Mr. Sabine, upon laying the stone. A silver 
plate, with inscriptions was deposited, with a copy of the New 
Testament and some other articles. Mr. Sabine's address 
commenced with the following statement of the doctrines in- 
tended to be promulgated. " This stone is laid at the corner 
of this rising building, in the name of God Almighty the Fa- 
ther, the Son and the Holy Ghost : that name in which as 
christians we have been baptized ; the Temple to be erected 
on this foundation is sacred to the worship of Jehovah." He 
then mentioned, in passing, the troubles of the church, without 
entering into detail, and made a happy allusion to the vale of 
Piedmont, so celebrated in church history, and with which it 

* Rev. Mr. Kawes having relinquisbed his oflice in the Congregational Church at South Bojton, the 
Bev. Joy H. Fsirchild, was installed there, on Thursday, K»v. 22, 1827, 
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needed no great effort of the imagination to associate the band 
now collected on a spot that bears the same name. 

>§ 30. On Tuesday, July I7th, the ceremony of laying the 
corner stone of the Trinitarian church, at the corner of Salem 
and North Bennet-streets, took place. Rev. Mr. Wisner 
prayed on the occasion. Col. Joseph Jenkins laid the corner 
stone, and made the usual deposits under it. Rev. Mr. Green 
prayed, and Rev. Edward Beecher addressed the assembly. 
The following is the inscription on the plate. " The corner 
stone of this edifice was laid, with religious ceremonies, July 
17th, in the year of our Lord 1827, on which is erecting a 
Temple for the worship of Jehovah, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. Building Committee, John C. Proctor, Joseph Jenk- 
ins, Alfred Richardson, Daniel Safford, and L. P. Grosvenor ;_ 
George E. Head, Secretary, Joseph Jenkins, Architect."^ 
Ninety-seven persons were formed into a church for this house,, 
at the same time with the South Trinitarian Church. 

§ 31. On the following day, July 18, the Federal-street 
Baptist Meeting-house, v^as opened for religious worship. It 
is a neat and spacious edifice, built of brick, 74 feet wide and 
86 feet long, including the porch. It has a basement story, 
containing a large and convenient vestry, two rooms for candi- 
dates to prepare for baptism, and three other large rooms. In 
front of the pulpit is a font or baptistery for the immersion of 
persons becoming members of the church. There are 1 17 
pews on the lower floor and 34 in the gallery. The house has 
a cupola, and a bell weighing 1635 pounds. The corner stone 
was laid Sept. 2.5, 1826. The land, on which the building 
stands, formed part of the estate of the late Hon. R. T. 
Paine. , March 22, 1827, steps were taken preparatory to the 
formation of a church, and 65 persons, the principal part being 
members of the Baptist churches in the city, were organized 
and publicly recognized, on the day of the dedication. On 
that occasion the introductory prayer was made by the Rev. 
Joseph Grafton, dedicatory prayer by Rev. Mr. Grosvenor, 
sermon by Rev. Mr. Sharp, from Eccl. v. 1. Rev. Dr. Bolles 
prayed, Ri.v. Mr. Jacobs read portions of scripture, and Mr. 
Knowles addressed the church. 

^ 32. On Tuesday, August 7th, the corner stone of a new 
Unitarian church, on the east side of Washington, near Castle- 
street, was laid with the usual religious services. The pur- 
pose for which the proprietors had associated was first briefly 
stated by Mr. Charles Sprague, who then read the inscriptions 
on the plate, which, with various publications of the day was 
placed in a leaden box, to be deposited under the corner stone. 
Rev. Mr. Barrett offered prayers, and Rev. Mr. Pierpont 
made an address. The inscription was as follows. " The 
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Lord our God is one Lord. South Congregational Society. 
This stone laid on the 7th day of August, A. D. 1827. Build- 
ing Committee, Ephraim Marsh, Thomas Brewer, Walton 
Cornell, Joseph D. Emery, Josiah F. Flagg, Henry H. Fuller, 
Henry Hatch, Thomas Hunting, Benjamin Stevens. Treasu- 
rer, Elisha Copeland, Jr. Secretary, Robert T. Paine. Ar- 
chitect, Thomas W. Sumner. John Quiocy Adams, Presi- 
dent of the United States. Levi Lincoln, Governor of Mas- 
sachusetts. Josiah Quincy, Mayor of Boston." 

§ 33. We cannot dismiss the subject of ecclesiastical af- 
fairs, after having detailed the proceedings of so many various 
sects, without noticing a meeting held in Concert-Hall, Sept. 
12, in which they all were invited to unite, for the purpose of 
aiding the French Protestants, in New Orleans, in the erection 
of a house of Worship. The meeting was addressed by Rev 
Mr. DeFernex, a self-devoted missionary from Geneva, who had 
spent some time in that city and gathered a small church, in 
whose behalf he very eloquently called on all protestant chris- 
tians to contribute. The meeting unanimously responded to 
his wishes, not with the harmony of horrid silence, but with the 
full out-pourings of sympathy ; in the language of the heart, 
gentlemen, whose opinions on controverted points are diametri- 
cally opposed, came forward' and advocated the cause. The 
result was a subscription, which it is hoped will forward the 
undertaking. 

§ 34, In addition to the Schools in operation, as stated in 
chapter 59, the plan of estabhshing a High School for Girls, 
was matured in the year 1825, having been first introduced in 
committee. May 10th, considered and approved by the city 
council, Aug. 22, and finally adopted by the School Commit- 
tee, Oct. 26. Mr. Ebenezer Bailey, was elected Master. 

The establishment of this School was considered an exper- 
iment. It proved so successful and so popular, that at the close 
of the first year the committee found themselves compelled to 
adopt one of three alternatives, either 1st. To recommend the 
discontinuance of the School ; or, 2d, To recommend the es- 
tablishment of another similar one; or, 3d, To increase the 
qualifications necessary for admission and lessen the term of 
time for each scholar to remain. They adopted the last of the 
alternatives, and resolved (Nov. 17, 1826,) that candidates in 
future must be at least 14 years of age, and not over 16, and 
bear a satisfactory examination in reading, writing, all modern 
geography, Colburn's first lessons in Arithmetic, and parse 
English prose and verse fluently and correctly. This school 
is conducted on the general plan of monitorial or mutual in- 
struction, but no prescribed system has been followed. A cir- 
cumstantial account of the institution has been published by 
the master, to which we refer for more complete informatienr 
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^ 05, During the summer and autumn which have just 
■closed, the aggregate amount of business transacted in Boston 
is stated on good authority to have been greater than that of 
any preceding year. The coasting trade is calculated to have 
nearly doubled within a few years, and the opinion that our for- 
eign commerce has comparatively declined, is thought to rest 
on very uncertain information. A line of packets has recently 
been established to run at regular periods, between this port 
and Liverpool, of which the first sailed from Boston on the first 
of Nov. 1 827. The want of such a line has been considered 
a great disadvantage, notwithstanding the fact that extensive 
intercourse has been kept up between that great Anglo-Ameri- 
can depot and this city, by constant traders, not confined to 
any stated periods of sailing. Fifteen such arrived here in the 
last half of the month of July. The JMarine Railway, (which 
has been in successful operation since November 22, 1826.) 
affords facilities for the repair of large vessels, from which those 
interested in navigation will experience considerable saving and 
accommodation. 

The increased attention to the business of manufactures has 
been evident, and the alacrity with which capitalists are em- 
barked in these concerns, manifests the probability there is, 
that they will prove ultimately profitable. The JVew England 
Society, for the promotion of manufactures and the mechanic 
arts, has obtained an act of incorporation, in which it is au- 
thorized to hold public exhibitions and sales at auction, of all 
articles of the growth or manufacture of the United States, 
twice in a year, free from the auction tax, and the city govern- 
ment has granted the use of the Hall over the New Market 
for these purposes. Three such exhibitions have been held, 
and hate attracted the attention of numerous purchasers, from 
all parts of the country. 

To conclude, by appropriating the ideas of another, there is 
no doubt that as much trade and commerce has been carried 
on by our citizens as is safe and consistent with a steady and 
sure progress to prosperity. After all the croakings of the 
discontented, and the frightful prognostications of the unfortu- 
nate, we believe it is susceptible of proof, that as much busi- 
ness is done in Boston, in proportion to its number of inhsrbit- 
ants, as in any other of our cities. But, in the present Condi- 
tion of the European world, it is on the gradual progress, and 
ultimate permanent establishment of the New-England Manu- 
factures, that we must rely for a continuance of these encour- 
aging prospects, and for confirmed commercial prosperity 
weahh and power. 

FINIS. 
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Light house, 212 
Lillie, importer, 278 
Lnng wharf, 208 
Lost town, B. BO called, 82 
Lovetl, master, eulogy, 235 

mr. James, oration, 2S6 

ft Lynde street church, 226 
Ti\ Makepeace family, 1 19 
Malls, 159, 323, 328, 372 
Manufactory hali, 285 
Market, first, 64, 117, 225 

boylstoQ, parkman, and city, 332 

new faneuil hall, 378, open, 404, repiHt, 

405, street, 327 

Marriages, 192 

Massachusetts bay, smith dbcovers, I^ 

tt name, 18, colony, 28 

Massacre, 5th March, 279 
Mather, increase, 175, 195 

, cotton, 175 

Mayor chosen, 368, 371, 374, 397, 409 

Medals, f. school, 354 

Memorial against pazton, 248 

Mih'tary muster, 88 

rtj Miller's, dr. death, 253 

Millpond, 111, 125, 325 

Mill dam, boston and rosbury, 320 

Minuters in boston, 385 

Monroe, presidenfa visi^ 379 

MorUlity, bills of, 406 

iMortoD of merry mt. 21 

Muddy river, 48 

Aiud-waJl houses, 83, J21 

Museums, 335 

Mutiny act, 258 

Nahant,-47 

Nantaiket settled, 20 

§^ Mew brick, seventh cbh. 214, 217 

Newfoundland settled, 14 ; fire at, 346 

Newspapers, 204, 218, 219, 220 

Noah mordecai mannel, 4l2 

Non-consumption agreement, 270 

NoD-importalion, 272, 296 

North end settled, 129 

Northwest passage, 88 

Norton, rev. jobn, 101, 145 

Officers, town, ri65l) 137, (1821) 365 

Oliver, stamp officer, 258, ^5 

's dock, 108 

Orations, 5th march, 286 

Otis, iames, 249, vindication, 253, rights, 256, a^ 

saulled, 277, death, 287 
Ox roasted, 284 
Packets, liverpool line, 424 
Party, anti-charter, 197, 247 
Paskalos, essays of, 2b8 
Patent, mass, and patentees, 22 
Paxton, chas. 249 
Peace, (1783) 313 
Pequod wai, 84 
Peter, hugb,67,71,97 
Philip, king, war, 162 
Phillips, j(Mm, first mayer, 369, 371 
Phips, sir w. 197 
Pig, capt. keayne's, 95 
Plymouth, landing at, 16 
Pulls, rateable, (1327) 411 
Ponds 111,113,323,387 
Pope day, 263 

Population, 21 8, 254, 378, 398 
Port bill, 295, relief, 297. squadron routed, 311 
Post ofiice, 204, 2lO 
Powder blown up, 81, seized by gage, 297, by 

americans at portsm. 299 
Preston, capL account of massacre, 2%, trial, 284 
Pi bon, slate, 388 
Province house, 245 
nil Purton, widow, 81. note 
Quarantine, 406 
Quarters refused to troops, 275 
Quitclaim, Indian, 49, 380, blarkstone'a, £0 
Quincy family, 94, josiah, jr. 294, joaiah, mayer, 

371 
Railway, marine, 434 
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Kaitdolph, edward, 168, 34S 

Rebellion declared, 301 

Records, lown oldest, 55 

Refuge, penitenl females, 361 

AeprescDtalivea, 6rsl chosen, 42, 

instructed, 148, 254, 2»9, number of, (1827) 
411 

Residenis in 1). 1645, 116 

Revolt iu B, [16^9] 186 

RevalolioQ commencing, 247 

RicliaidiiOD, eben. informer, 278, 282 

Ropewalks, 3^ .".72 

Rough cast buildings, 167 

Rows, west, north, gou^h, &c. 325, 375 

Ro^bul■y,46,386 

Salem settled, 23, resistance to col. leslie, SOO 

Savings bank, 360 

SavinTiill, 386 

Sehools, 174, 348, latin, 349, free writing, ib. che- 
ncy's, inspectors, 350, committee, expenses, 351, 
S54, primary, 352, eng. high, mutual instruction, 
new houses, 353, examinaiions, number of schol- 
ars, 354, carter's, 328, [1326] 403, girls' high 
school, 423 

Sea, border, l06, wall, 159 

Selectmen, Aiaf, 56, instructed, 138 

Senate, drigin of, 96 

Ship, first built, 40 

Shop, fiist, 54, 117 

Sickness, first severe, 36 

Senators Suffolk [1827] 411 

Sfgnatures, winlhrop and dudley, 44, cotton, 136, 
wilsun, 156, randolpli, 173 

Sloop, mass, cade of, 252, liberty seized, 271 

Small pox, 218. 254, 310 

Smith, .capt. iuhn, visits B. 15 

Snider, boy, killed, 278, inscriptions on his coffin, 

Societies, tilerar'y and charitable, 355-362 

|^}Soldiers, hriti'sh, removed to castle, 2S2 

Spy, newspaper, 237 

Squantum, 17, 386 

Stagg, captain, 99 

Stamp act, 255, 267 

State house, old, 241, 250, new, 323 

Streets, origmal course, 119 



SufTnlk resolves, 298, senatOFfl, 411 

S^ nod, 76, [of 1648] 100 

Tar and feathers, 284,301 

Tax, colony, 34, coiimy,365, tow,n,351, 9chool,35« 

Teapioscnbe[l,225, 283, destroyed, 290 

TUacher, oxenbridge, jr. 249, 254, 258 

Thanksgiving feast, 4l 

Theatres, 333, 412, trcmont, 416 

Tide great, 220 

Tonline, 321 

Town Dock, 106 

Town iinuse ereRled, 143, 159, burnt 2ll 

Trade [1650] 121,157,424 

Trea on ! tieaaoti ! 146, 253 

T.ia'iguiar warthouse, 107 

Tiimountain,33, 46, 112 

Tuciteiinan, joa, 417 

Underliill, capt. 56, 79 

Undertakers maas. company, 24. 

Vane, sir henry, 66, — 75 

Veils condemned, 55 

TT Vesy mr. 63 

Viiginia colony, 14^ resolves, 258, 289 

Waid,rev. nath'l. siuicle, cohler, ISfi 

War; en, jos. dr. 273, gen. 308 

^* Warren, James, 313. 

Washington, 3l0, 379 

Watertown, 32, 387 

Webster, dani orator, 381, 403 

Weston's olnntalion, 20 

Weymoutl), 44 

Whaley and Goffe, 158 

Wharves, 124, out, 159, long, 208, india andce* 

tral, 327 
Wheelwright, John, rev. 69 
Whitfield's visit, 228 
William k. pioclaiined, 185 
nWilson, Wm. 119 
Wilis of Keayne and others, 136 
WiNon. rev. lohn, 30, 156 

[IWiijthrop, John, gov. 24, his birth 102, death,l04' 
Wola-ton, capt. at mt. 20 
Wood's n. e. prospect, 44 
T^ll Worcester, sam'l. 345 
Wsrkhouse, 324 



NOTES TO THE INDEX. 



* Fleet's Register, for 1783, gives the name of Robert Annan, aa pastor of the Berry st. Presbyteriaa 
Ohurch. Later authors have always given the name of David ; this last was a brother to Robert, and 
we no where find any authentic proof that he ever held the pastoral office in Boston. 

t Mr. Blackstone's beach b Incidentally mentioned in a later pai-t of the ancient rccctrds of the town, 
than that referred to, p. 51. His marriage also to Widow Saran Stevenson, July 4, 1659, is recorded 
in its proper place. Gov. Kndicott officiated on the occasion. 

J For more precise information relative to the part of Braintree, or Quincy, which Weston's party 
occupied, the reader is referred to the History of Quincy, recently published. The consent of Boston 
to the separation, was given January 27th, (not l7th) 1640. 

§ We found the name oj John Brown in the accounts of the day, from which we took the story in 
the note, p. 285. ,A more authentic memorial, his tomb-stone, iu tne Granary burial-ground, lectifies 
the mistake, and gives us the proper name, Elisha : Detur digiiiori. 

** We have not discovered any thing to corroborate the conjecture, on p. 120, respecting the lay- 
inz-out of Hanover street. 

ttLyndest. Church was formed January 3, 1736-7. 

jj We have said, like every body before us, that this colony consisted of ISOO persons. Mr. Sav- 
age, by a very accurate computation, reduces the number to about 840. 

m Rev. Dr. Ebenezer Miller died Feb. II, 1763, ag6d 62. 

§§ The New Brick ^va^ the seventh congregational church, it having been united with the second in- 
to one, misled us in our enumeration. 

(] The birth of Gov. W. has been dated as we give it, ever since the days of the Magnalia. Mr. 
Savaee, in his edition of the Governor's Journal, has corrected it to Jan. 12, 1587-8 

nil Widow Elizabeth Purton held a lot on the south eide of Summer, corner of Washington street, 
[^i The proposition of col. Dab-ymple was, to remove the 29th, but to retain the 14th regiment of the 
troops stationed in Boston at the time of the massacre. 

IT The name of Vesy, was copied from the old edition of Gov. Ws Journal ) in the new it stands 
corrected, Mr. Godfrey. 

TT* We have conjectured that James Warren, Esq. resided at Milton. 

ITy How the name of Makepeace got into our list of oi iginal families, on Court st we do not remem- 
ber. A reference to our minutes, from the book of possessions, gives us in that place the name of Wil-- 
liam Wilson. 

Tf\\ Mr. S. Worcester was not considered as the settled minister of the New Jerusalem Society. Mr. 
Thomas Worcester, at present, officiates with them. The original number of asHociates was twelve j 
tfevea brethren and five sisters. 
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